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Barlow takes reins as president

Past President Elaine
Andrews makes farewell
remarks before turning the
gavel over to Cathy Barlow.

Cathy Barlow was installed as the
Wilmington Rotary Club’s 104th president
at the annual banquet June 19 at the Country
Club of Landfall. Cathy is an educational
administrator, and has most recently been
associated with the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington.
Also at the June 19 dinner, the new Board
of Directors was sworn in. Those joining
the board this year, to serve through 2021,
are Steve Coggins, Randall Johnson,
Shannon Sandlin, Noah Woods, and Rob
Zapple. The class of 2017-20 is Cleve
Callison, Janet Monterose, Bret Paterson,
Erin Payne and Gabe Rich. Serving from
2016 through 2019 are Coleman Burgess,
Robby Collins, Eric McKeithan and Joe
Owen. Past President Mike Beaudoin will
serve a one-year term.
Eric McKeithan will be president for
2019-20, and Robby Collins for 2020-21.

R.B. Richey, district governor for 2017-18, presents presidential
pin to Cathy Barlow, the club’s new president for 2018-19.

Farewell to Coastline Center; country club our new host

July 10 marks a rare event in the
club’s 103-year history: a change of
meeting place. Because of disruption
from soon-to-begin construction of
a new hotel, we have been forced to
leave downtown’s Coastline Conference Center. The last meeting there
was June 26.
We had been
meeting
there
since
moving
from the Boucan
Room, in the old
Heart of Wilmington hotel, in
the 1990s.
In thanks for
many years of dilJames Fowler
igent service to
the club, Coastline Center facility manager James
Fowler was made an honorary member
on June 26.
Cape Fear Country Club is our new
host, providing both a meeting room
and catering for lunch. That means

After more than two decades, the club’s last meeting at Coastline Conference Center was on June 26.

good-bye to our three long-time caterers, Middle of the Island, Sawmill and
Pearl’s.
Because of in-house catering, the
availablilty of parking, and ability to
supply tables, chairs, linens and audio-

visual equipment, the country club was
the overwhelming choice of the club’s
membership. The move means that, for
the first time since it was founded in
1915, the club does not regularly meet
in downtown Wilmington.
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Past President Rick
Lawson dies June 13
Richard E. “Rick” Lawson,
who was the club’s president
for 2012-13, died of lung cancer on June 13. A large delegation of Rotarians attended
his funeral at First Presbyterian Church on June 16.
A Virginia native, Rick
completed one career as an
educator, having served as
both teacher and principal, before beginning his second career as director of Wilmington
Children’s Museum.
When illness compelled
him to retire from that job, he
continued to work part-time
as the museum’s development
director.
He had already been a Rotarian for 29 years when he joined this club in 2008. In addition
to his service to Rotary, he served his church as a Sunday school
teacher and ruling elder.
He was also an avid beekeeper, and turned out in full regalia
when he was a member of this club’s spelling bee team.
Rick’s survivors include his wife, Linda, two daughters and
two granddaughters.

A step for literacy anyone can take

Father Bob Kus in the agave on a previous visit to Honduras.

‘Father Bob’ retires, begins
sixth career in Honduras
Rev. Robert J. Kus, universally known as “Father
Bob” as pastor of Wilmington’s Basilica Shrine of
St. Mary, has retired from his parish and resigned
from the Rotary Club to undertake missionary
work in Honduras.
He joined the club in 2008, and for years was a
leader of the Rotary 101 course for new members.
His Rotary sponsor, Don Adkins, recalled that
Father Bob once told him that, after retiring, he
hoped to “die with his boots on,” serving the less
fortunate in Honduras. He maintained relationships with Catholic parishes in that Central American country, and frequently brought visiting priests
from Honduras to Rotary meetings as his guest.
In Wilmington, he presided over the large and
historic St. Mary parish, serving more than 2,000
families and some 5,000 people. He officiated at
six masses each weekend, four in English and two
in Spanish. His other duties included frequent baptisms, weddings and other sacraments.

Father Bob
said his
farewells to
the club at
the June 5
meeting.
Rotarian Gary McNair reads to elementary school children. As part of the club’s
emphasis on literacy and basic education -- one of Rotary International’s Six Areas
of Focus -- we have partnered with six New Hanover County elementary schools.
Among our efforts has been placing volunteer tutors, either working one-on one, or
reading to small groups, as in this photo. The Literacy Committee is always looking
for tutors, who can largely set their own schedules, to help in these schools.

2

Award-winning Williston students pose with visiting Rotarians, including 2018-19 District Governor April Clark, center, at May 15 awards ceremony.

Club honors, feeds and
fetes Williston students
and faculty at year end
This spring’s highlights of our Legacy Project at Williston
Middle School were the final Student of the Month awards
presentations, a field trip for all this school year’s winners,
and a catered “thank-you” lunch for teachers and staff.
Every month, a delegation of Rotarians honors approximately five students from each of Williston’s three classes
who have been cited by their teachers as living by the FourWay Test. These students of the month are given framed certificates with a copy of the teacher’s comments; T-shirts, gift
cards and a Rotary Four-Way Test coin.
Rotarians helped chaperone a trip to the N.C. Aquarium at
Fort Fisher for the 2017-18 students of the month winners.
Then, on the last day of school, a team of Rotarians served a
buffet lunch as a gesture of appreciation for the faculty’s dedication and hard work during the year.

Anna Erwin and Steve Yates, co-chairs of the Williston Legacy Project
committee, look over year-end buffet for teachers in the school library.

Helping to serve lunch for Williston’s faculty were, from left, Rotarians
Howard Loving, Charlie Bowen, Ann LaReau, President Cathy Barlow,
past presidents Donna Shiro and Mike Beaudoin, Carol Gravel, Past
President Elaine Andrews, Tyler Wooden, Rob Zapple and Past President
Steve Yates. Not pictured and probably behind the camera: Anna Erwin.
As with other service projects, participants helped raise awareness of the
club by wearing blue “Rotary Works” T-shirts.

Williston students of the month gather for lunch on the aquarium’s patio.
The club sponsored the outing as a reward for ethical behavior in school.
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Programs touch on city convention center,
sports, the arts, kids’ TV, youth exchange,
emergency management and safe water

Brady: Convention Center

Sidebotham: cartooning

Joyner: Sweet potatoes

Morgan: New Hanover HS
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Nick Noble, a Brunswick CounA diverse range of program topics
kept members entertained and in- ty photographer, presented a slide
show of his work, emphasizing naformed this spring and summer.
Karen Barefoot, women’s bas- ture and sky images, on May 22.
New Hanover County’s 911 Cenketball coach at UNCW, presented
the program on April 10, accompa- ter and preparing for natural disnied by her new 6-foot 3-inch for- tasters was the topic on May 29
when Emergency Management Diward, Carol-Ann Obusek.
The focus shifted to high school rector Steven Still spoke.
June 6 was devoted to the Rotary
football on April 17, as a delegation
from New Hanover High School Youth Exchange program. The three
talked about last fall’s state champi- “incoming” students sponsored by
on team. Rob Morgan, the school’s our District 7730 for the 2017-18
principal, introduced Head Coach school year spoke about their exCarl Smith and Athletic Director periences. They were James Yang
from Taiwan, Leticia
Keith Moore.
Arenza Kracker from
Lawyer and former
Brazil, and Carla TorState Senator George
res Cifuentes from
Rountree III spoke
Mexico. SEE photos
April 24 about the reon: page 5.
lationship between edJames Flechtner,
ucation, child-rearing
executive director of
and economic developCape Fear Public Utilment.
ity Authority, spoke
Cape Fear CommuJune 13 about the connity College’s Wilson
solidated water-andCenter took center stage
sewer agency. He emon May 1, with a pre- Rountree: development
phasized its current
sentation from its direcefforts to learn more about and to retor Shane Fernando.
Rev. Jay Sidebotham of St. move industrial chemicals like GenJames Episcopal Church spoke May X from the region’s water supply.
On June 19, the club skipped
8 about his earlier career as a cartoonist, in which he helped produce our usual lunch meeting, gatherthe animated Schoolhouse Rock seg- ing instead for dinner and President
Cathy Barlow’s installation. For
ments for public television.
On May 15, the Wilmington Con- more, SEE: page 1.
Thomas Joyner, president of the
vention Center’s new general manager, Fredia Brady, talked about Nash Produce Co. in Nash County,
the facility’s economics in the eight spoke June 26 about the developyears since its opening, and pros- ment of sweet potatoes as a major
cash crop and as consumer items.
pects for the center’s new hotel.

Smith: NHHS football

Moore: NHHS athletics

Flechtner: Water & sewer

Barefoot: Women’s hoops

Fernando: Wilson Center

Noble: Photography

Still: Emergency planning

Past District Governor R.B.
Richey with District 7730’s
Rotary Youth Exchange
students: James Yang, from
Taiwan; Leticia Arenza Kracker,
from Brazil; and Carla Torres
Cifuentes, from Mexico. Jim
Warren, right, of the Wallace
Rotary Club, was one of Carla’s
hosts. The students spoke to
the club on June 5 about their
experiences in Southeastern
North Carolina.

Exchange student Carla Torres Cifuentes is overcome
with emotion as she describes her experience coming
to the United States. Offering support is Jim Warren, a
Wallace Rotarian whose family was one of her hosts.
Kracker: RYE from Brazil

Yang: RYE from Taiwan

Annual banquet

A social hour preceded the presidential installation banquet on June 19.

Club second in District award
CART contest
The club raised $13,000
in donations for the CART
fund for Alzheimer’s research, but came in second
in the district’s “Golden
Bucket” competition. That
trophy went to the Leland
Rotary Club, which raised
$20,000. Our contributions
included proceeds from the
May 20 Bowl-a-thon, and
members’ weekly deposits
into the blue buckets.

Our club was one of just seven to receive the District
Governor’s Award at the April District Conference.
We completed multiple requirements to show
how we promote, strengthen and support our own
projects and Rotary International.

Rotarians enjoy golf outing
The annual “Golf Fore Fun” day attracted a dozen Rotarians and friends for an alternative to the
regular May 8 meeting.
The game, with lunch and socializing in the
clubhouse afterward, took place at Beau Rivage.
No conclusions
should be drawn
from the fact that
the event’s male
participants are
pictured above
enjoying drinks at
the clubhouse bar,
while the women are
photographed on the
course, ready to play.
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Meet newest members

The club’s two newest members joined as a result of close personal
connections. While sometimes sponsors are simply acquaintances or
business associates, that’s not so for these new Rotarians.
Dan Gravel, inducted on
May 22, was sponsored by
his wife Carol, who herself
joined the club only in
December 2017.
A week later, on May 29,
Mark Mendenhall became
a member, sponsored by his
professional predecessor and
former boss, Gary McNair.
Mark is the new general
manager of WECT-TV6,
moving up to that position
Dan Gravel
Mark Mendenhall
after Gary’s retirement.

Have you identified and recruited a new member?
The prospective member checklist and a folder of information about
Rotary are available to help you. Copies of both are on the check-in table
at each meeting, along with the New Member Proposal Form. Or get the
forms from the club’s website: WilmingtonRotaryClub.org.

Past District Governor R.B. Richey with Linda, Mike and Henry Brown.

Foundation gift all in the family

The father-son Rotarian team of Henry and Mike Brown recently
bestowed the honor of Paul Harris Fellow on Linda Brown, Henry’s
wife and Mike’s mother. The award recognized a donation of $1,000 in
Mrs. Brown’s name to The Rotary Foundation. She was presented with
the medallion, lapel pin and certificate on May 8. R.B. Richey, district
governor for 2017-18, made the presentation.
Club photographer

Robby Collins
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Gene McMurry as Canadian Mountie preps PresidentElect Cathy for trip to Rotary Convention in Toronto.

Oh, Canada: a silly
send-off to Toronto

One of our club’s best traditions is to send
its incoming president to the Rotary International Convention. This has seen past presidents off to exotic destinations around the
globe, but also to such mundane domestic
sites as Atlanta and Salt Lake City. This year,
our new President Cathy Barlow went to Toronto, just barely an international location.
And then there’s our club’s other tradition:
Past President Gene McMurry’s “Health and
Happiness” shtick of loading down convention-bound presidents-elect with trinkets and
goodies having some connection to the destination. Decked out as a Mountie, he presented her with a pile of Canadian-themed stuff.

Cathy Barlow
admires the
minuscule
minature
maple tree
presented to
her by faux
Mountie
McMurry.
Rotary
Convention
host Toronto
is, of course,
home of the
Maple Leafs.

Other photos from John Meyer, Pam Stephens, Steve Yates, John Peck,
Anne Coffee, Bill Hummel, Mike Beaudoin and Aubrey Roberts

Fun and service at district conference

We win cookie jar challenge
at the Rotary Wheel garden

A highlight of District 7730’s annual conference was
a lunch at the Rotary Wheel garden on April 28, which
concluded with judging for a “cookie jar” competition among the district’s geographical region. The entry for the six Wilmington clubs was prepared by our
CART committee, with the cookie jar in the form of
the blue bucket that collects donations for Alzheimer’s
research. The cookies themselves were sized and decorated to look like coins. In a tie-breaker, visiting Rotary President’s Representative Andy Smallwood declared our coin cookies the most delicious.

District governors past,
present and future in tastetest phase of the cookie
contest. From left, R.B.
Richey, 2017-18; April
Clark, 2018-19; Doug
Wolfe, 2019-20.
Winning coin cookies and
“CART Bucket” jar.
Cookie competitors: Past
President Elaine Andrews,
Ann LaReau and Anne
Coffee with winning entry.

Packing food for hungry children at Nourish NC

Above: Among Rotarians packing food during district conference work project April 28 are our
Elaine Andrews and Charlotte Davis. Above right: Getting instructions from Nourish NC staff.
Right: Alison Brown, former president of UNCW Rotaract and now a Southport Rotarian, tosses
single-serving cereal packages to District Governor April Clark. Food packages our volunteers
assembled help low-income children get enough to eat during weekends and school breaks.
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Upcoming programs & events

TUESDAY, JULY 10
Beekeeping in the Cape Fear area, with Laura McCabe.
TUESDAY, JULY 17
Update on the Battleship North Carolina’s cofferdam and
huff repair, with Captain Terry Bragg.
MONDAY, JULY 23
Board meeting, 5:30 p.m., LS3P office, 101 N. Third St.
TUESDAY, JULY 24
Official club visit by District 7730’s newly installed
governor, with District Governor April Clark.
TUESDAY, JULY 31
Mid-ocean rescue in a North Atlantic gale by Queen
Mary 2, with Rotarian Wilbur Jones.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
Rotary Youth Leadership Academy: an update on the
RYLA program. Speaker to be announced.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 14
Report on water project in Sierra Leone, West Africa,
with Rotarian Dale Smith.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 21
The state of New Hanover County, with County
Commissioners’ Chairman Woody White.
MONDAY, AUGUST 27
Board meeting, 5:30 p.m., LS3P office, 101 N. Third St.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 28
An independent medical provider, with Jeff James.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Charles C Ebbets: the most famous photographer you’ve
never heard of, with Tami Ebbets Hahn.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Update on Rotary aid projects for Puerto Rico, with Past
District Governor Magda Baggett.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Health care choices: educate, prepare, communicate,
document, act, empower, with Jason Clamme.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Board meeting, 5:30 p.m., LS3P office, 101 N. Third St.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Relationship between D.C. Virgo School and UNCW
College of Education, with Rotarian Van Dempsey.

Water is flowing from new Guyana well
As of July 1, our Rotary partners in Guyana report, the
well in the rural community of Old England is delivering good,
clean water. This photo, from Georgetown, Guyana Rotarian
Aubrey Roberts, shows the new well-head.
Our club, in partnership with other clubs in our district,
the Georgetown club, and with help from District and Global
grants, helped provide this solar-powered community water
system. It is similar to the one we helped install in the nearby
village of Coomacka three years ago.

‘Spellbinders’ compete for literacy, lose gracefully

Board of Directors Meeting Get In Touch
5:30 pm, 4th Monday of each Month
LS3P Architects conference room
101 N. Third Street, Fifth Floor
Wilmington, NC 28401
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President Cathy Barlow 791-5248
President-Elect Eric McKeithan 679-4468
Secretary Elliott O’Neal 397-3613
Newsletter Editor John Meyer 392-5228
Webmaster John Meyer 392-5228

Our team in the Cape Fear
Literacy Council’s spelling
bee fund-raiser April
26 performed well, but
came up short against the
winning Cape Fear Rotary
Club. Deliberately nerdy
dress and three-ring binders
stemmed from team’s name.
Competing were Cleve
Callison, John Meehl, Todd
Turner and John Meyer.

Submit News Items
Send photos or other information for the
newsletter to john@capefearpublishers.com.
Please include all pertinent names, dates, etc.

Website

www.WilmingtonRotaryClub.org

