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President's Message - September 23, 2024
Monday, September 23, 2024

Greet ings Gastonia Rotary Club,

Last Friday, I attended a screening of the film Join or Die. Although the t it le gave me pause, the film is based
on the book Bowling Alone. For those who may not be familiar, this 2000 work examines the decline of social
capital, highlight ing the drop in club memberships and community associat ions. Over the past 50 years,
weâ€™ve w itnessed a significant decrease in in-person social interact ions, especially w ithin tradit ional civic
organizat ions like churches and Rotary clubs.

A few weeks ago, I spoke w ith a long-t ime member to see how he felt  about our club. He shared that
Thursday meetings provide him w ith a valuable opportunity to step away from work and enjoy lunch w ith fellow
members. In our tech-driven world, I encourage all of you to take that t ime each Thursday to unplug from the
office and connect w ith one another.

YIRS,
Luke

This Week's Program - September 26: Gaston County Boy Scout
Anniversary

This Week's Program - September 26: Gaston County Boy Scout Anniversary

Our own Mark Skillestad w ill discuss a big anniversary for Boy Scouts in Gaston County.

The meeting begins at 12:40pm and is offered in-person and by Zoom.

If you are attending in-person, join us at noon for the lunch service.

The Zoom link will open at 12:15pm.

You can join the meeting here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85921621955?

pwd=SUJpSGpWUnQyOHp6VTJzcllBOUYvdz09
Meeting ID: 859 2162 1955

Passcode: 522413

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800721390
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800771915
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800785512
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800948071
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800840287
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=76803869
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800948068
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=76806591
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800489748
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801096787
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85921621955?pwd=SUJpSGpWUnQyOHp6VTJzcllBOUYvdz09
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This Week's Birthdays: September 23 - September 29

Martha Burris - September 29

Read More

This Week's Years of Service Anniversaries: September 23 -
September 29

Cathy Cloninger - September 27 (17 Years)
Bill Stetzer - September 29 (2 Years)

Christia Chappell - September 26 (1 Year)
Allison Cookson - September 26 (1 Year)

Read More
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Next Week's Program - October 3: Roo George-Warren - Catawba
Nation Kings Mountain Casino

Next Week's Program - October 3: Roo George-Warren - Catawba Nation Kings
Mountain Casino

Local member of the Execut ive Committee for the Catawba Nat ion, Roo George-Warren w ill discuss the efforts
by the Catawba Nat ion to promote Catawba culture, language, and tradit ional lands.

The meeting begins at 12:40pm and is offered in-person and by Zoom.

If you are attending in-person, join us at noon for the lunch service.

The Zoom link will open at 12:15pm.

You can join the meeting here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85921621955?

pwd=SUJpSGpWUnQyOHp6VTJzcllBOUYvdz09
Meeting ID: 859 2162 1955

Passcode: 522413

Service Project Opportunity - Bountiful Blessings Food Pantry
Service Project Opportunity - Bountiful Blessings Food Pantry

The Service Projects Committee is happy to announce a wonderful new service project opportunity! Last year,
our club had the pleasure of invit ing Dr. Rodney B. Freeman to talk about the amazing work that he and his
congregat ion, along w ith an army of community volunteers, do through the Bountiful Blessings Food Pantry.
Anyone in need of a meal can stop by each Thursday, no ID required. Dr. Freeman has built  an incredible
ministry that serves so many people in Gaston County in need. The Rotary Club of Gastonia is committed to
volunteering the first Thursday of every other month through the spring to support Dr. Freeman's mission. The
dates are:

September 26th
October 24th
November 21st
December 26th

To sign up visit  the link below: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080944A8A923A0F58-50552545-
bountiful#/

All volunteers arrive around 7:30 a.m. After a prayer, Dr. Freeman's team w ill assign volunteer posit ions. They
usually finish around 10:30. a.m. The project takes place at Dr. Freeman's church, Mt. Zion Restorat ion Church.
For parking, it  is best to park in the lot at the front of the church, located at:

2310 Crescent Lane
Gastonia, NC 28052

Contact Information: 704-864-8616 or bbfoodpantry@yahoo.com

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85921621955?pwd=SUJpSGpWUnQyOHp6VTJzcllBOUYvdz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080944A8A923A0F58-50552545-bountiful#/


Service Project Opportunity - Rotary Garden Harvesting
Service Project Opportunity - Rotary Garden Harvesting

The Rotary Club of Gastonia, as one of the leading sponsors and supporters of the Rotary Garden, is excited to
offer a service project opportunity to members of our club! For the follow ing dates listed below, help is needed
to harvest the bounty from the Garden. More details about specific t imes are coming soon!

September 24th
September 26th
October 29th
October 31st

2024 District 7680 Rotary Foundation Celebration
2024 District 7680 Rotary Foundation Celebration

This year, the Conference Center is host ing the Annual District 7680 Rotary Foundat ion Celebrat ion! This is a
huge honor for the Gastonia Rotary Clubs, and an even bigger honor considering that we w ill be host ing Rotary
Internat ional President Stephanie A. Urchick! See the three graphics below for the formal invitat ion, the link to
register (also you can click HERE, and the form for those interested in sponsoring the event.

https://www.dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77781204




Rotary District 7680 Catawba River Sweep Initiative
Rotary District 7680: Catawba River Sweep Initiative

On Saturday, October 5th, our district is part icipat ing in the Catawba River Sweep Init iat ive. This cleanup effort
w ill take place at several locat ions. If you are interested in helping, follow the link below, and please select the
site you would like to volunteer. Also, please feel free to bring family members, 12 years and older, as well!

Sign Up Link!

The closest locat ion is

Kevin Loft in Riverfront Park
1400 E Catawba St.
Belmont, NC 28012

Events

No Events found

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E4FAEAA23A6F85-50924862-catawba#/
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