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Fellow Rotarians,
In my interview with the District Governor selection committee in 2015, I made a statement, “I was a
leader before I became a Rotarian, but Rotary made me a better leader.” President Barry Rassin stated that
“vocational service can be hard to define, but it is easy to describe...it is that point where our Rotary lives and
our professional lives intersect.” Every Rotarian is in a position for greater impact when we combine our
shared goal and become a “connecting link” between the idealism of Rotary and his/her trade or profession.
After all, we spend about an hour or two a week in Rotary meetings while other waking time is spent at work.
We can leverage our work experience and skills along with other Rotarians to
serve humanity and make our community better.
Example of vocational training in action, as reported in the Rotary journal,
when two Rotarian pediatricians—one in Ethiopia and the one in California—
connected to save babies lives with the help of a vocational training team. Karen
Davis had just finished teaching a group of Ethiopian health care providers a lifesaving technique for new born babies when a third-year obstetric resident was
able to put it to work to save the life of a new baby!
The night before, he had delivered an infant who was born limp and not
breathing. After several unsuccessful attempts to stimulate the baby’s breathing,
he used a technique known as “positive pressure ventilation,” that he had learned only the day before. Within
minutes, the baby was screaming.
We saw the power of vocational training right before our eyes. District 7670 has worked with medical
staff in the Philippines in a global grant for six vocational training conducted between 2013 through 2016. The
group who conducted the training includes doctors from Duke University and other doctors from two hospitals
here in North Carolina. Close to 100 children benefitted in the project and about 70 received non-invasive
procedures. We in Rotary emphasize the dignity of every vocation and the worth of every calling.

DG Isaac
A NOTE FROM ROCKY JACOBS
Rotary, at least in my personal opinion, is an organization of “givers” not “takers.” An organization that
truly believes in “service” to all mankind. An organization that is known throughout the world for its
“humanitarian programs” that provide relief to individuals in desperate need. Those of us on this “team”
are privileged, again in my personal opinion, to provide humanitarian relief to millions of children in the world who will be
able to be “polio free” in part because of your advocacy and efforts. You may have read an article entitled “The Triumph
of Polio Eradication and the Risks to This Monumental Achievement ” that was sent to me a few days ago… it appeared in
a newsletter from “realclearmarkets.com.” The author’s premise in short is that many “nation states” may not have
planned or kept up with the necessary funding that will continue to be needed and it may not be available.
Although, it may be a valid point, we know what has been currently planned and if the world’s financial situation
does not take a radical turn, we are on track to finish the eradication of the wild polio virus. Our partners can continue to
provide the necessary inoculations in our three endemic countries and the other 60 countries where we know the “virus” is
present because the continued inoculation of the 400M children in those countries is what prevents another polio outbreak. As you prepare for the Holidays please remember the wonderful little children we will probably never meet but who
will live a life free of polio because of your efforts.
Think of their gratitude And their families gratitude and I know that will put a smile on your face.
Rocky Jacobs, Zone 33 PolioPlus C\ordinator
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
The Rotary Club of Valdese
held a book drive for
Hallyburton Academy in Drexel,
NC. Members brought books
and many others donated after
seeing the bare shelves on
social media. $100 gift was
made for books to be
purchased and a member of
the club used a grant through
Thrivent Financial for $250
toward the purchase of books. Overall they were able to add 739 books to the Hallyburton Library and fill the bookcases
shown!!

DG ISAAC Assisting members of the
Rotary Club of Asheville to collect funds
for the Salvation Army.

RC Franklin Packing BackPacks for
Children Food Security.

JC Jacobs, member of the RC of Franklin
celebrates his 100th birthday!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Porter E. Sprague, ® Rotary Club of
Spruce Pine. Pictured with Sprague are
Rotarians Calvin Hall, (l) and Floyd
Styles, President .
Five new members were inducted into the Rotary Club of Franklin‐
Daybreak. Pictured (le to right) are Membership Chair Kelly Rogers,
Rick Vangilder, Eric Haggert, and President Luke Smith. Not pictured
are new members Vicki Lawrence, David James, and Shirley Butler.

Heritage Middle School Interact Club sponsored by the RC
of Valdese, made 55 blessing bags for the homeless. They
will be given out around Valdese and can be found in the
new box at the Waldensian Presbyterian Church circle drive.
A few of the contents were: washcloth, soap, crackers,
canned meat, applesauce, socks, and granola bars.
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THE MIND YOU SAVE MAY BE YOUR OWN!
The Rotary Club of Madison County is thankful for the energy and commitment that
Mike Morton brings in support of CART as their CART Director. In addition to
collecting cans and coin/dollar donations at the Rotary meetings, Mike collects
many bags of cans from local businesses every week. These considerable efforts
by Mike over the last few years have been recognized by the Club and by the
District. He has made his pickup into highly efficient CART vehicle and his new
license plate identifies Rotary and his
truck as the “CART mobile”.

CONGRATULATIONS
AG David Waechter and PDG Bill Biddle
presented Past President of Lenoir Rotary Club
Mary Kidder the following awards:
Early College Club - Presidential Citation
Rotary Foundation Annual Polio Plus Giving
The Rotary Foundation 3rd Highest Annual Polio
Plus Given
The 2017-2018 Rotary Citation from the RI
President

RC of Franklin’s Student of the month
Lily Amoon

On Thursday, Dec. 13, the Rotary Club of Marion held its big
children's Christmas party complete with singing carols,
special food and lots of fun. Every year, the club looks
forward to this event bringing some Christmas joy to dozens
of children across McDowell County. They came from all eight
elementary schools in McDowell. Loretta Smith played the
piano and Rotarian Michael Conley led the singing of the
Christmas carols for the kids. All enjoyed a lunch of chicken
tenders, salad and macaroni. Then, the guest of honor Santa
Claus came riding over to the Marion Community Building on
a firetruck! All of the children told Santa what they wanted for
Christmas and he gave them all totes full of toys and other
goodies! A great time was had by all and club members are
proud to give these children a smile or two.

For 24 hours Alex Garcia
ran through Iceland’s
dark, frozen tundra
completing obstacles on
the way and climbing
steep mountains.
Garcia, a local business
owner and member of
the RC of Morganton,
competed in the Spartan
Ultra World
Championship and
finished an astounding 10th overall against some of the
world’s best athletes.
During the course of the race, Garcia racked up
nearly 56 miles total, 11,000 in vertical climbs and
completed 188 obstacles. The Spartan race had 39
countries represented, and Garcia called the competition
“the best of the best in the world.”
He said the course is being heralded as the
toughest in obstacle course racing history, and far more
difficult than the prior year’s race. Each lap was
approximately six and a half miles long with 25 obstacles
and 1,300 of vertical that included steep, technical
mountains.
“The biggest key for me was one step in front of
the other,” he said. “I gave it everything I had.”
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Rotary Club of Hickory Begins Celebrating Its Centennial

Mitchell County Animal Rescue
received a $500 dona on from the
Rotary Club of Spruce Pine. The check
was presented to Pat Cote, MCAR
Volunteer, at the club’s mee ng on
November 29, by Club President, Floyd

The Rotary Club of Hickory, chartered in 1921, began the celebration of
its Centennial on Thursday, November 29, 2018, by announcing an initiative to
increase its support for The Rotary Foundation. The club’s goal is to become a
100% Paul Harris Fellow Club by its Centennial, and establish the mechanisms
to stay at 100% PHF thereafter.
The interim goal for the current year is to become an Every Member
Every Year (EREY) Club. For 2019-2020 the goal is to become 100% Paul
Harris Sustaining Member. Eight new Paul Harris Fellows all benefitting by
transfer of recognition
points were recognized,
bringing the total number
of PHFs to 82, or 75 %.
Newly named Paul Harris
Fellows are: Andy Cote,
Leslie Ferrell, Bonita
Ferretti, Kelly Farr, Gerry
Knox, Rick Seay, David
Williams, and Kathy Wood.
Another member, Dan
Kirby, was recognized for
achieving PHF+4.
Foundation Chair, John Bates, also announced the
club’s Board of Directors and Officers had all achieved Paul Harris Fellowship
recognition.
Additional Centennial projects will be announced over the next few
months. Linda Lutz is the current President of the Rotary Club of Hickory and
John Bates is the club’s Rotary Foundation Chair.
ROTARIANS GIVING BACK
TO THE COMMUNITY

Ed Bleynat, Sr. Rotary Club of Valdese
Service Above Self Award for 2018‐2019!

Several members of the RC of
Cashiers were recognized by the
Cashiers Area Chamber of Commerce
for their work in and dedica on to
our community. Rotarian Vanna
Cameron received Ci zen of the Year
and Rotarian Rick Robson, along with
his wife Vicki, were named
Volunteers of the Year. Recipients of
the Spirit of our Community Awards
are nominated by their fellow ci zens
and recognized at an annual awards
banquet.

Hard work by
members of the RC of
Caldwell County during 2018
has benefited several local
community organizations with
financial assistance for their
holiday cheer efforts. Money
obtained from a variety of fund
raising events were distributed
by club treasurer Chris Cole, left. He made presentations to five community
groups. L-R: Sharon Osborne, Caldwell Yokefellow; Lisa Clontz, Caldwell
Shelter Home; Will Wakefield, DSS Foster Children; Angel Moretz, Soup
Kitchen; and Michael Riggs, faculty advisor for the West Caldwell Interact Club.
Several Cashiers Rotarians were recognized by the Cashiers Area Chamber of
Commerce for their work in and dedication to the community. Rotarian Vanna
Cameron received Citizen of the Year and Rotarian Rick Robson, along with his
wife Vicki, were named Volunteers of the Year. Recipients of the Spirit of our
Community Awards are nominated by their fellow citizens and recognized at an
annual awards banquet.
CLUB HONORS EAGLE
SCOUTS
The RC of Asheville Breakfast
awarded scouts in Troop 91
Rotary Service Above Self
plagues when Eagle Scout is
reached. The club also offers
labor to help the scouts meet their
goals. Show are Cindy Ireland,
Blake Allison, Mitchell Tucker and
Danny LaSure. Not shown are
Jared Gibson and Sam Wilson.
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Club Growth for District #7670
Club Name (#)
Arden (5995)
Asheville (5996)
Asheville-Biltmore (58266)
Asheville Breakfast (23683)
Asheville-Metro (84751)
Asheville-South (81703)
Asheville-West (6049)
Avery County (29042)
Black Mountain (5998)
Blowing Rock (5999)
Boone (6001)
Boone Sunrise (23608)
Brevard (6002)
Bryson City (6003)
Burke-Sunrise (55539)
Burnsville (58596)
Caldwell County (6004)
Cashiers Valley (29349)
Catawba Valley (Conover)
(6005)
Clay County (83934)
Denver/Lake Norman (31056)
Franklin (6013)
Franklin Daybreak (50795)
Granite Falls (6016)
Haywood County (Canton)
(6018)
Hendersonville (6019)
Hendersonville-Four Seasons
(6020)
Hickory (6021)
Hickory Sunrise (54544)
Highlands (6023)
Highlands-Mountaintop (57907)
Lake Hickory, (Hickory) (6022)
Lenoir (6026)
Lincolnton (6027)
Lincolnton-Sunrise (55175)
Madison County (64474)
Marion (6028)
Morganton (6035)
Murphy (6037)
Newton-Conover (6038)
Pisgah Forest (50468)
Sherrills Ford-Terrell (76222)
Spruce Pine (6042)
Sylva (6044)
Tryon (6046)
Valdese (6047)
Waynesville (6048)
Waynesville-Sunrise (24319)
Total Member Count For District
#7670

01-Jul
20182019
6
145
51
52
13
29
17
20
54
53
12
51
25
20
21
13
15
42

MEMBERSHIP TIDBITS
December 2018

17 Dec 2018
#

NET

%

7

1

142

-3

54

3

52

0

13

0

34

5

16

-1

25

5

16.7%
-2.1%
5.9%
0.0%
0.0%
17.2%
-5.9%
25.0%
3.7%
-3.8%
8.3%
15.7%
4.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
13.3%
-9.5%

56

2

51

-2

13

1

59

8

26

1

20

0

21

0

13

0

17

2

38

-4

38

38

0

12
62
87
37
17

13

1

64

2

91

4

38

1

14

-3

27

24

-3

141

141

0

26

30

4

105
24
94
18
70
84
74
20
37
72
56
21
62
59
14
36
59
57
37
79
17

110

5

26

2

99

5

18

0

2181

0.0%
8.3%
3.2%
4.6%
2.7%
-17.6%
-11.1%
0.0%

26

5

60

-2

59

0

16

2

37

1

59

0

54

-3

39

2

79

0

18

1

15.4%
4.8%
8.3%
5.3%
0.0%
8.6%
-8.3%
1.4%
0.0%
21.6%
5.6%
3.6%
23.8%
-3.2%
0.0%
14.3%
2.8%
0.0%
-5.3%
5.4%
0.0%
5.9%

2237

56

2.6%

76

6

77

-7

75

1

20

0

45

8

76

4

58
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Rotary membership worldwide is 1,225,192 as of
November 30, 2018. This represents a growth of 30,082
since July 1, 2018. As of December 19, 2018, the district
membership stands at 2,237, which represents a growth
of 56 since July 1, 2018. Twenty-seven of our clubs
have a positive growth this year. You are encouraged to
check the chart to see your club’s progress.
The Rotary year is half over and now is the time
to make the final membership push. Membership is our
number one responsibility. The more Rotarians the more
we can do! Governor Isaac has set a 7% increase goal
in membership. We can meet that challenge with your
help, so now is the time to make a club plan. Each
Rotarian can and should sponsor a new member.
Remember, you were invited to join Rotary, ask
someone to visit your club and encourage them to
become a Rotarian. Thanks to those who have
sponsored a new member this year!
John Yermack
District Membership Chair

Never regret a day in your
life; good days give
happiness, bad days give
experience, worst days give
lessons, and best days give
memories.— Unknown

Coming in 2019—-RI Convention in Hamburg,
Germany; District Conference in Greenville, SC, RYLA
Event in Black Mountain, NC. And much more...
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