
The Monthly Newsletter of the Rotary Club of Easton

November 2022

The Rotary Club of Easton was the first Rotary Club in the world in a town of less than 10,000

www.eastonrotary.org

Chartered September 1, 1921

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

What would make your Thanksgiving truly happy? Helping with the Drop for Scotty! In that way, 
your happiness will come from helping others– AND it will surely make others happy, too!

Cornucopia art courtesy of 
Vecteezy.com



DROP FOR SCOTTY LOCATIONS

YMCA of the Chesapeake ♦ 202 Peachblossom Road

Other Locations

The ARC Chesapeake ♦ 18 N. Hanson Street

Bay Capital Mortgage ♦ 115 E. Dover Street

BSC Group ♦ 114 Bay Street

Easton Fit 4 Life ♦ 8859 Mistletoe Drive

Eastern Shore Land Conservancy ♦ 114 S. Washington Street

Mid Atlantic Tire ♦ 8105 Teal Drive

Provident State Bank 142 N. ♦ Harrison Street

Queenstown Bank ♦ 274 N. Washington Street

Shore United Bank ♦ 18 East Dover Street

Talbot County Free Library ♦ 100 West Dover Street



The Coffee Bean
With President Kelly

Kelly

I believe our club is entering November truly blessed with such a dynamic group of Rotarians.  We must 
remind ourselves to focus on the many blessings we enjoy and then recommit our energies to fulfilling 
the dream of peace and goodwill for everyone everywhere. Rotarians the world over are wonderfully 
suited to giving and peace, especially around the holidays. For more than a century now, we have been 
actively acknowledging all that we have and seeking how to help others less fortunate enjoy a better life 
through clean water, literacy, economic development, and conflict resolution; all made possible because 
Rotarians believe in, and are committed to, sharing of our time, talent, and treasure.

As each one of us finds a way to engage in some of our service community projects planned during the 
next couple months, it is also a time to reflect on the BLESSINGS of our club:

Being the coffee bean each day.

Leaning on and learning from one another to make a difference in our community.

Efforts of our club meet some of the real needs of our community .

Synergy is welcomed and celebrated by all members.

Spirit of the members of this club make it so exciting and rewarding.

Importance of living by our “Four-Way Test:”  “Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build 
good will and better friendship?  Will it be beneficial to all concerned?”

Next generation of Rotarian leaders that we are cultivating today.

Grateful for the fellowship and support of the club members.

Service above Self that we are each able to give our community.

Thank you for your service!  God Bless!



May 9, 2021 – Sue and Mike Newnam at their home in Easton

Dedication
Mike Newnam

August 12, 1933 – October 11, 2022

Mike Newnam was President of the Rotary Club of Easton in 1980-1981, but he was far more 
than that. From the time he was a boy, he excelled at everything, and in school he was the 
leader in class and in sports. He continued that leadership throughout his life, and from 
Rotary to the Easton Volunteer Fire Department to the Newnam Funeral Home to the 
Marine Corps and everything in between, he contributed more to our community and to our 
way of life than most people could do in several lifetimes. He was a giant of a man, a public 
servant, and always a friend. To say he will be missed is the greatest understatement one 
could make. His spirit will live on like a beacon, lighting our way into a future of “Service 
above Self.” It is to him that this issue of The Spark is dedicated. The next nine pages from 
the February 2021 and December 7, 2021, issues of The Spark are about this great Rotarian 
and friend.



Past President Mike Newnam becomes an Honorary Rotarian

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Easton is proud to announce that Past 
President Maurice E. “Mike” Newnam, III was unanimously chosen to become an 
Honorary Rotarian. The Resolution granting him this status is below.  Learn more about 
Mike in the next 7 pages!



A few notes on Mike Newnam’s Easton High 
School and college accomplishments







The Spark from June of 1881 and Mike Newnam’s year as President. It highlights the 
“Great May Flyaway,” which was a major community service project during Mike’s year. 







June 2018 – Past Presidents of the Rotary Club of Easton. Mike is 3rd from the left in the back row 
between Ron Flohr & Albert Pritchett



Milke Newnam is the oldest living member of the Rotary Club of Easton and was President 
in 1980-1981. Born in 1933, he was only an 8-year-old boy when Pearl Harbor was attacked, 
but he remembers the anguish and concern that was prevalent all around him. He knew 
something was very wrong and was determined to do his part.  At four, he lost his mother, so 
he often spent time with relatives, including his great aunt and uncle in Hillsboro. Arriving 
there by train not long after the end of 1941 for a stay, he discovered a World War I helmet 
and gas mask, and adding them to his wooden gun, he was armed to kill as many of the 
enemy as he could. Two years later, he was an air raid warden with his grandparents in 
Trappe. The huge sacrifices the country made during World War II were not lost on him, nor 
was the fact that World War I– the “War to End All Wars—” ended nothing. That’s why 
throughout his life, Mike has always been such an outstanding public servant in so many 
ways– even dangerous ones such as his lifelong service with the Easton Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

If the oldest member of our club was only 8 in 1941, then, in addition to what we all know by 
reading the news and using simple math, it’s obvious how few people remain who fought in 
WWII. As Mike said, it was an interesting, but dangerous, time to be alive. The world 
changed completely, and many lessons learned should have never been forgotten. But they 
were. Only by remembering, can we avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. As your editor 
writes this, Russia has its army amassed on the border with Ukraine. There can be little 
doubt that on or near this 80th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, Russia will attack Ukraine. Then 
what? What about China and Taiwan? North and South Korea? Iran and Israel? Interesting 
times, yes, but very dangerous. 

So, talk to those alive 80 years ago to get some perspective. Just imagine what might have 
been different if more people in 1941 had talked to those alive 80 years prior. Interesting–
no? Because they would have been discussing the events of 1861 and the start of the Civil 
War. The Confederate General Stonewall Jackson said, “People who are anxious to bring on 
war don't know what they are bargaining for; they don't see all the horrors that must 
accompany such an event.”  Today, remember Pearl Harbor and the “Greatest Generation” 
who liberated our world from the grasp of unspeakable tyranny.

Mike Newnam



The Rotary Club of Easton

Centennial Flags for Heroes Flag Court

The last phase of  the Rotary Club of Easton Centennial Flags for Heroes Flag Court 
is complete. The time capsule,  plaque, and bricks commemorating every President 
of the club are installed, and the whole project is gorgeous!!! Many thanks to George 
Corey for making this a reality!









The Meaning of Thanksgiving
By Tim Kagan

In this great country, we have so much to be thankful for, and who 

better than Tim Kagan to remind us of the gratitude we should feel 

and the action we should take as a result? He wrote this on 

November 15, 2000, but it is more relevant today than ever…

A few months ago, when I last served Meals on Wheels, I was making one of my 

deliveries and was asked by a neighbor if I would assist an invalid in the adjoining 

home. When I walked in the front door, I was greeted by the most delightful little 

black lady that it had ever been my  pleasure to meet. Her gentle, loving spirit and 

beautiful smile transcended her many physical limitations. She was a double 

amputee and needed oxygen to breathe, but as she spoke and shared how blessed 

she was, I couldn’t help but feel a twinge of guilt as I thought of all the blessings I 

take for granted. Her home was modest to be certain, but it was filled with love, and 

I feel she dispensed that commodity to all who entered her presence. She asked if I 

would help her from her wheelchair into her bed. As I gently lifted her out of her 

chair, laid her into bed, and pulled up the covers around her, I realized how ill she 

was. When I leaned over to kiss her goodbye, she hugged me and again reminded 

me of how blessed she was and how much the Lord loved her. As her head sunk 

into the pillow, I will never forget the beautiful countenance that crossed her face. 

Even asleep, her smile radiated through. I just learned that she recently passed 

away. Heaven became more beautiful by the presence of this very special lady.

The lesson for each of us as we approach the holiday seasons of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, is to be more aware of the needs of those around us and to not take for 

granted the many blessings we all enjoy. Life is not a race, but a journey to be 

savored each step of the way. Yesterday is History, Tomorrow is a Mystery, and 

Today is a Gift, and that is why we call it “The Present!”

Sally & Tim Kagan





Aboard The Patriot
Thanks to Tim Kagan!



What is the Rotary Foundation?

We talk about the Rotary Foundation frequently, and we even 

offer it as a place to contribute to on our yearly club dues 

invoice. Not everyone knows what the Rotary Foundation does, 

so in the next few pages, you’ll find out more about it.











Upcoming Special Easton Rotary Events

November & December. Drop for Scotty & Operation Christmas Spirit! These are two MAJOR 
club projects. We need ALL Easton Rotarians to help. Please contact Connie Loveland at 410-
829-0188 or cloveland@bensonmangold.com for the Drop for Scotty & Lonnie Green at 443-
521-0716 or fade2black21632@gmail.com for Operation Christmas Spirit!

Wednesday, December 21, 2022. Easton Rotary Christmas 
Party at the Academy Art Museum. More details soon.

Thursday, November 17, 2022. Weekly meeting but at the YMCA. Flags for Heroes Luncheon.

Saturday, January 21, 2023. Waterfowl HQ at the corner of 
Harrison & South Streets in Easton. Contact Richie Wheatley at 
rwheatley@baycapitalmortgage.com for details!

mailto:rwheatley@baycapitalmortgage.com


THE YOUTH & COMMUNITY FUND
The 501(c)(3) arm of the Rotary Club of Easton

With 2022 drawing to a close, please consider making a charitable contribution to 
our own Youth and Community Fund. It’s fully tax deductible,  and it supports the 
vital work of our club. How could you pick a better place to support?

If you have any questions, you can contact any member of the Board of Directors of 
the Youth and Community Fund, but why not start with Richie Wheatley who is 
trying to bring increased awareness to the Fund? You may reach him at 410-924-1002 
or richie@baycapitalmortgage.com. Thank you!

January 27, 2018 - Richie Wheatley and his daughter, Annie

mailto:richie@baycapitalmortgage.com


Anniversaries

Kenny & Jane Miller

42 years – November 1, 1980

Please send your anniversary date and your spouse’s birthday– and maybe even a photo– to 

hersheyhatcher@yahoo.com so that they can be featured in upcoming issues of The Spark!

mailto:hersheyhatcher@yahoo.com


As we were going to press, we encountered this, and had to pass it along. It’s possible, 
but not confirmed, that our own Past President Jackie Wilson has gone nuts. Decide 
for yourself! (And hope you had a Happy Halloween!)
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THE ROTARY CLUB of Easton, MD
P.O. Box 1444, Easton, MD  21601
District No 7630  - Chartered 1921

Meets Thursday at 12:15 P.M.
Scossa Restaurant

8 N. Washington Street, Easton, MD
2022-2023 Cub Officers

President …….……...………….……….. Kelly Griffith
President-Elect ……………..……Andrew Walsworth
President-Elect Nominee ..……………………… TBD
Immediate Past President..……………….Reza Jafari
Secretary …………….…………..…… George Hatcher
Assistant Secretary ….…….……… Lori McDonald
Treasurer ……………..…………....….… Abby Graves

Directors
Club Service ………………….…….…. Megan Miller
Personnel Service ……………..……… Megan Cook
Community Service ….……….……. Lonnie Green
International Service ………….. Connie Loveland
Vocational Service ……………….... Casey Baynard
Youth & Community Fund ……...Steve Shearer

02 Jed Anthony/Fran Jenkins
04 David Lee/Sherye Nickerson
07 Barc Upchurch/Brad Watts
09 Megan Miller/Mia Cranford/Peter Dietz
11 Mike Henry/Bill Skelton
14 Richie Wheatly/Kenny Miller
16 Buck Duncan/Marvin Foster
18 Brett Whitehead/David Fike
21 Liz Connelly/Steve Shearer
23 Megan Cook/Lonnie Green
25 Mike Kopen/Dana Newman
28 Albert Pritchett/Anne Farwell
30 Curry Wilford/David Anthony

November Meetings

03 – Board Meeting Report

10 – Waterfowl – No Meeting

17 – Flags for Heroes 
Luncheon – At the YMCA

24 – No Meeting –
Thanksgiving

November Anniversaries

Invocation Leaders

Spark Editor
George A. Hatcher, Jr.

03 – Claude Meachling
10 – No Meeting
17 – John Hurt
24 – Thanksgiving

Each issue of The Spark is in honor of 
Past-President Richie Wheatley for his 
vision as President and for resuming this 
significant publication when it seemed as 
if it were lost forever.

01 – Frank Gunsallus – 11/15/2021
01 – Sherye Nickerson – 11/15/2021

09 Ron Flohr
11 Mike Abbonizio
17 Casey Baynard
19 Bob Grill
20 David Fike
25 Abby Graves

November Birthdays

Richie Wheatley & Tim Kagan

Partner Birthdays

November 28 - Derick Daly


