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Dedication
The March issue of The Spark is dedicated to Frank & Iryna Gunsallus for their incredible 
work on behalf of the Ukrainian people.

Rotary magazine’s two-part story entitled, Life during wartime, which appeared in the 
magazine in February & March, is reprinted in this issue. Please read it and take in every word.  
Whatever we feel our problems are here in Talbot County, and whatever political statements 
one could make about what is happening in Ukraine, there’s no question about the 
unimaginable human tragedy and sacrifice that has been all so unnecessary. No question about 
the heroism either. We should never forget and never stop our good work, just as Frank & 
Iryna have not stopped theirs.

The places and names in the articles may sound familiar. That’s because Frank & Iryna did 
groundbreaking work in Poland, some of which was covered in The Spark. A few of those 
stories appear after Life during wartime.

Iryna & Frank Gunsallus at the Easton Rotary Christmas party – December 2022



The Coffee Bean
With President Kelly

Kelly

The word “march” means to move in a purposeful manner, which is exactly what Rotarians do to 
provide service to their own communities. Let’s all “march” to provide service to our community.

“March” is also named for the Roman god of war, Mars. However, we think of it as the beginning 
of spring, as March brings the vernal equinox, the Full Worm Moon, and the return of Daylight 
Savings Time. March may be named after the Roman god of war, but in reality, it's one of the 
happiest months on the calendar. Flowers are budding, chocolate and girl scout cookies are on 
sale, and its major holiday is just one giant party, with no gifts and minimal stress – Happy St. 
Patrick's Day!

The Rotary International theme for March is ”Water and Sanitation.” They ask Rotarians to 
focus on the life-changing improvements that we can make through these international projects 
to provide a more readily available and healthy supply of water to all people. Think about giving 
to the Rotary Foundation (https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation) or 
Disaster Aid USA (https://disasteraidusa.org/) to help those abroad in either Ukraine or Turkey.

Whether you choose to “march” locally or internationally, please consider marching into March 
with optimism, hope and the desire to provide Service above Self!

Respectfully submitted,

https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://disasteraidusa.org/


St. Mark’s United Methodist Church ♦ Easton, MD

The Rotary Club of Easton is beyond grateful to St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church for contributing $20,000– yes, Twenty-Thousand Dollars– to the Rotary 
Club of Easton’s Youth and Community Fund. $10,000 goes to Operation Christmas 
Spirit and $10,000 to the Drop for Scotty Community Food Drive. There are no 
words big enough to convey our thanks, but

Thank You!
Your contribution will touch and improve countless lives. 



HER   ES BL      D 

DRIVE

Heroes Blood Drive Update

President Elect Nominee and Heroes Blood Drive Chair, Sherye Nickerson, reports:

We have raised $931 in monetary donations.

We still need Rotarians to apply to be trained volunteers.

Next blood drives are at the Easton Fire House on March 8, 2023, and April 11, 2023.

There are blood drives at  Cambridge Immanuel Church and  at  St. Luke’s in Denton on 
March 23, 2023.

Rotary Only Blood Drive is on May 4, 2023, from 10am to 3pm at the Community 
Center. Call the Blood Bank 1-888-BLOOD-8 to make your appointment or contact 
Sherye so she can make the appointment for you.

You can contact Sherye at sheryeh@gmail.com or 410-829-0377. 

mailto:sheryeh@gmail.com














































From

The Spark
2022

April 4, 2022. Frank Gunsallus, 6th from left, at a Warsaw City Rotary Club meeting.



To your editor’s eyes, one of the most endearing and powerful images to come out of the 
crisis in Ukraine is this photo of Young Joung YUN, DG 2019-20 District 3750 in South 
Korea, distributing a yellow teddy bear to a Ukrainian refugee infant in Poland. Out of the 
darkness of war, these teddy bears brought light. Something so seemingly simple is the most 
meaningful of all. Rotary made that happen, or more accurately, a Rotarian made that 
happen. Rotarian Robin Broomall of the Newark Morning Club crafted 100 colorful 
teddy bears that were sent to a Rotary club in Warsaw, Poland, for distribution to 
children forced to leave everything behind. Disaster Aid USA did the packing and 
shipping. The bears took a while to make it through Polish customs, but they only did so 
with Frank Gunsallus’ persistence. On May 31, 2022, along with a group of South Korean 
Rotarians, Frank distributed those teddy bears, and you’ll see heartwarming photos of that 
effort on the next page. Robin is in the group photo on the page after that from the District 
Conference, second from left, and her brightly-colored teddy bears are a joy to behold! 
Robin is the essence of what makes Rotary work and an example to all of us that everyone 
can help.



May 21, 2022 – Teddy Bear Delivery

at a Refugee Camp in Poland

Young Joung YUN, DG 2019-20 District 3750 in South Korea 
distributes a yellow teddy bear to a Ukrainian refugee infant.

Frank Gunsallus gives out 
Robin Broomall’s teddy bears!









Continued next page



Дякую!
THANK YOU!



In Poland, Frank Gunsallus, 4th from left, and the ambulance he secured for Ukraine

Frank Gunsallus, Easton Rotarian
Heroes come along rarely, but when Frank Gunsallus and his wife, Iryna, traveled to Ukraine to 
get her parents out of the country at the beginning of the war, he became one in short order. 
Instead of running home, the whole family stayed in Warsaw, Poland, to help Ukrainian 
refugees in Poland and Ukrainians stuck at home and facing the horrors of a merciless and 
unprovoked war. Frank secured an ambulance to save lives at the front. He made sure a mental 
health facility was secured in Warsaw to accommodate refugees who had seen and experienced 
far too much. Working with Rotary Clubs in Poland and Ukraine and with Disaster Aid USA, 
he delivered tents, water purifications systems, lights, cell phone chargers, and much-needed 
food and supplies to where they were needed most. He delivered teddy bears made in our own 
Rotary District to refugee children, and they worked magic. He guided Rotarians from all over 
the world to refugee camps so they, too, could help. Like the firefighters and police who ran into 
buildings— and not away from them— on 9/11, Frank ran into the teeth of the Russian bear to 
help save his people. Frank is a true hero and sets a very high standard for the rest of us to 
follow. He’s the very definition of Rotary’s motto of “Service above Self.” 

This story appeared in the August 2022 issue of the Tidewater Times



Look at what Frank Gunsallus and District 7630 helped to start and will help to keep going. We 
are “People of Action!”

From Rotary Club Warszawa Fryderyk Chopin in Warsaw, Poland on August 1st: Our Center for 
Refugee Support and Education in Constantine is working constantly, and our psychologists had 
another class with children on Friday at the refugee center in Tomice. 

Do you see just how significant Frank Gunsallus’ presence in Warsaw was? What incredible 
things he has done!



46 & 40 = 86

For 86 combined years, Tim Kagan & Bruce 
Armistead have shown the rest of us what service 
and the spirit of Rotary are all about. They are 
beacons, guiding our way on all the important 
paths of life. No two men could do more, no two men 
could be more worthy of our praise. Congratulations 
and thank you for everything! Happy Easton 
Rotary Anniversary!



September 2021 – John & Anne Farwell – Publishers of the Tidewater Times

Make sure you read the Tidewater Times each month because it is truly a 
terrific publication. Few communities can boast of such a quality magazine, 
and it’s made that way with love and hard work by Anne & John Farwell. 
Anne is an Easton Rotarian who has graciously and generously donated a full 
page each month to the Rotary Club of Easton. The previous page about 
Frank Gunsallus is what appeared in the August issue, and we are so grateful 
to Anne for this opportunity! Please thank her when you see her, email her at 
info@tidewatertimes.com, or drop her a line at the Tidewater Times, P. O. 
Box 1141, Easton, MD 21601. This is a perfect example of a Rotarian yet again 
placing “Service above Self.”

mailto:info@tidewatertimes.com
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THE ROTARY CLUB of Easton, MD
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District No 7630  - Chartered 1921

Meets Thursday at 12:15 P.M.
Scossa Restaurant

8 N. Washington Street, Easton, MD
2022-2023 Cub Officers

President …….……...………….……….. Kelly Griffith
President-Elect ……………..……Andrew Walsworth
President-Elect Nominee ..…….Sherye Nickerson
Immediate Past President..……………….Reza Jafari
Secretary …………….…………..…… George Hatcher
Assistant Secretary ….…….……… Lori McDonald
Treasurer ……………..…………....….… Abby Graves

Directors
Club Service ………………….…….…. Megan Miller
Personnel Service ……………..……… Megan Cook
Community Service ….……….……. Lonnie Green
International Service ………….. Connie Loveland
Vocational Service ……………….... Casey Baynard
Youth & Community Fund ……...Steve Shearer

01 Gary Yeatman/David Anthony/Brett Whitehead

03 David Lee/Richie Wheatley/Christine DuFour

06 Lonnie Green/Bob Grill/Albert Pritchett

08 Mike Henry/Abby Graves/Fran Jenkins

10 Mia Cranford/Megan Miller/Jed Anthony

13 Barc Upchurch/Brad Watts/John Flohr

15 Peter Dietz/Gary Yeatman/Megan Cook

17 Brett Whitehead/David Fike
20 Gary Yeatman/David Lee/Brett Whitehead

22 Buck Duncan/Marvin Foster/Kenny Miller

24 Mike Kopen/Dana Newman/Brett Whitehead

27 Liz Connelly/Steve Shearer/Brett Whitehead

29 Albert Pritchett/Megan Cook/Anne Farwell

31 Sherye Nickerson/John Flohr/Kenny Miller

March Meetings

02 – Bodey Richardson –
Eagle Scout 

09 – Board Meeting Report

16 – Rotary Foundation 
Report

23 – Amy Cawley – Maryland 
Food Bank

30 – TBD

March Anniversaries

Invocation Leaders

Spark Editor
George A. Hatcher, Jr.

02 – Lisa Felts
09 – Rosemary Fasolo
16 – Mike Hiner
23 – Jackie Wilson
30 – Brad Watts

Each issue of The Spark is in honor of 
Past-President Richie Wheatley for his 
vision as President and for resuming this 
significant publication when it seemed as 
if it were lost forever.

46 – Tim Kagan – 03/01/1977
40 – Bruce Armistead – 03/01/1983
14 – John Flohr – 03/04/2009
6 – Marilyn Neal – 03/16/2017
1 – Ryan Groll – 03/16/2017

01 Megan Cook
03 Mike Henry
03 Curry Wilford 
06 Marvin Foster
09 Bill Snyder
10 Mike Kopen
10 Terri Charest
11 Buck Duncan
12 Cliff Coppersmith
14 David Wheeler
14 Karen Salmon
19 Scott Kane

March Birthdays

Richie Wheatley & Tim Kagan March Spouse Birthdays

21 Kim Hershey Hatcher

Star Democrat content used with permission 
from Easton Rotarian, Jim Normandin, Regional 
President & Publisher, APG Media of 
Chesapeake. All rights reserved.
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