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Welcome to the Rotary Club of Southern Frederick County
Rotary is an organizat ion of business and professional leaders united worldw ide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards
in all vocat ions, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.

Rotary club membership represents a cross-sect ion of the community's business and professional men and women. The world's Rotary clubs meet
weekly and are nonpolit ical, nonreligious, and open to all cultures, races, and creeds. More info.....

Rotary membership provides the opportunity to: Become connected to your community. Work w ith others in addressing community needs.
Interact w ith other professionals in your community; assist w ith RI's internat ional humanitarian service efforts. Establish contacts w ith an
internat ional network of professionals. Develop leadership skills. Involve family in promoting service efforts. More info.....

Thank You for a Remarkable District Conference
Dear Rotarians,
I hope you are doing well.
Follow ing the District Conference, I wanted to take this opportunity to reflect on the past weekend. The District Conference was a testament to
the dedicat ion, passion, and commitment that each Rotaractor and Rotarian brings to our organizat ion. From the speakers to the engaging
breakout sessions, every moment was filled w ith learning, fellowship, and the spirit  of service.

Read More

District Governor Delores Edwards Harding's Report
Hello District 7620 Rotarians and Rotaractors,
Congratulat ions! We have reached the final month of Rotary Year 2023-2024.
What a wonderful year it  has been! It has been my honor to serve as your District
Governor this year, and I have enjoyed every moment as we worked together to
â€œCreate Hope in the Worldâ€ through our many acts of service in District 7620,
and around the world. Thank You for your act ive part icipat ion and service this year.
We are a truly dynamic District because of our many caring members!

DG Awards and End of Year Fellowship
On Friday, May 31st, the District hosted an inaugural DG Awards Ceremony and End
of Year Fellowship at the Meeting House in Columbia. We had a great t ime of
fellowship and fun, as I recognized top District 7620 Clubs and District Leaders for
their except ional leadership, support and service during Rotary Year 2023-2024. I
also gave a brief State of the District Address to highlight our successes, and the
many historic events that took place this year.
Congratulat ions to all of our Award recipients, and to our 2000+ members of
District 7620! You are all true â€œChampionsâ€ in my book, and we could not have
such a successful Rotary Year w ithout you!

Special thanks to the District Hospitality and
Planning Committee for their t ime and
energy in host ing our final event. Iâ€™d also
like to recognize our District Conference DJ,
Jeffrey Ponder, who came through to
support this special occasion w ith the perfect
music. Thank you to Noraâ€™s Catering for

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=39.325671800,-77.340931700
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77748352
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77748428
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77735239
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77747772
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801115952
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800115297
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800283572
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800306761
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801098778
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800885157
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800127544
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800326024
http://www.rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=250934
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music. Thank you to Noraâ€™s Catering for
preparing a delicious Mediterranean dinner.
And thank you Rotary Club of Washington,
DC for your donat ion of not one, but TWO
specialty cakes for dessert! Thanks everyone
for ensuring that we had a memorable

event!

June Rotary Fellowships Month
Happy June! We are 6 months into 2024, and this month is special for so many reasons. Many of us look forward to celebrat ing Graduat ions,
Fatherâ€™s Day, the beginning of Summer, Family vacat ions and road trips!
If you did not know, June is Pride Month, where we recognize the members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer community,
and the impact that these individuals have had on history, locally, nat ionally and internat ionally. At least 3 Areas in District 7620 w ill be part icipat ing
in Pride events this month (and later in 2024), and welcome your support. Clubs in Area 1 (Harford County), Area 5 (Frederick County), and Area 7

(Washington, DC) have act ivit ies or events planned. Please feel free to reach out to the Assistant
Governors for these Areas for more information. The District website, District Calendar and social media sites
w ill share event information.
The theme for June is Rotary Fellowships Month. All around the world, our members come together to
host an excit ing act ivity or service project, and to build friendships. We celebrate and promote Rotary
through a common passion, hobby or profession. Did you know we have Fellowships for Astrology,
Badminton, Chess, Coffee Lovers, E-Clubs, Fishing, IT Professionals, Jazz, Leadership and more? There are
over 100 different Fellowships that you can choose to join this month. I encourage you to seek out a fun
group that suits your specific interest(s). Rotary Fellowships are open to all members, and are a great way
to enhance your Rotary experience. Learn more about Rotary Fellowships here:
https://t inyurl.com/2s47dwta

2024 RI Sinagpore Convention
One Fellowship that Rotarians look forward to each and every year is the Rotary Internat ional Convent ion.
This year, District 7620 sent 25 members to Singapore, a beaut iful island country and City-State in South-

East Asia! Congratulat ions and many thanks to our District RI Convent ion Chair Flora Bartek of the Rotary Club of Parole, and to her Committee
Members Todd Miller and Sheldon Ray of the Rotary Club of Washington, DC. They did a great job of planning for this trip, and ensured that our
members were supported while abroad. The Singapore delegat ion wore custom-made, red, District 7620 Polo Shirts while there too! Take a look
at the picturesâ€¦You could easily find them!
We are pleased to recognize 2023-2024 Emerging Leader Dr. Pallavi Gowda (Rotary Club of Potomac Passport) for on-stage recognit ion she
received in Singapore. If you havenâ€™t seen social media or the Rotary Magazine pictures, Pallavi gave a very moving speech at the RI Convent ion
on the importance of Mental Health. She shared on both platforms her personal and professional perspect ives on the mental health issues we are
facing today. Way to Go Pallavi!

Year End Transition & DG Installation
As we begin the process of transit ion of District leadership for the Rotary Year 2024-2025, I hope you w ill join me in extending my best w ishes to
incoming District Governor Naumaan â€œNomieâ€ Hamid (Rotary Club of College Park) as he prepares to lead us forward in the new year start ing
July 1st. His installat ion is on June 22nd at City Hall in College Park, Maryland. Please register through DACdb for this free event! Nomie w ill lead us
under the Rotary Internat ional theme of â€œThe Magic of Rotary.â€ We look forward to an excit ing year!

Funeral Service PDG Dr. John Louis Sever - April 11, 1932 - April 25, 2024
On June 1st, several of District 7620â€™s members and Past District Governors attended the funeral for PDG Dr. John Louis Sever in Rockville, MD.
A former member of the Rotary Club of Potomac, Dr. Sever was a Pioneer in the world of Rotary and Polio Eradicat ion. His funeral was well
attended by family and friends, and his passing was felt  around the world.
Michael McGovern, Rotary Internat ional Chair of the Polio Plus Fund, gave Reflect ions on Dr. Severâ€™s life. There was not a dry eye in the room,
as his daughters and grandchildren shared about Dr. Severâ€™s passion for family, Rotary, and helping prevent
the spread of Polio. Our District w ill great ly miss Dr. Sever, and we w ill work to keep his memory alive through our
cont inued giving to the Rotary Polio Plus Fund. The District w ill also make a special monetary donat ion in Dr.
Severâ€™s honor.
Dr. Sever is survived by his w ife of 68 years Gerane, daughters Kimberly, Beverly and Valerie, and seven
grandchildren. Rest in Peace Dr. Sever. Thank you for a lifet ime of Service above Self.

Special Thank You â€“ District Executive Secretary Deborah Burgess
As of the writ ing of this final Newsletter for Rotary Year 2023-2024, I w ish to inform you that our current District
Execut ive Secretary Deborah Burgess (Rotary Club of Balt imore) w ill be moving on from her posit ion effect ive June
30th. Serving under the leadership of three different District Governors (i.e., PDG Geetha Jayaram, PDG Sean McAlister and me), Deborah has
worked hard in her posit ion as an Admin, and we are grateful for her years of service. I hope you w ill join me in w ishing Deborah well on her future
Rotary and personal endeavors.
We salute you Deborah, and w ish you the absolute bestâ€¦Thank You!

Final Remarks â€“ DG and First Gentleman
Thank You District 7620 for an amazing and an historic Rotary Year 2023-2024! It was the year
that we chose to Create Hope in the World under Rotary Internat ional President Gordon McInally
of the Rotary Club of South Queensferry, in Lothian, Scot land.
Many thanks to District Newsletter Committee Chairs Past District Governor Bob Nelson and
Assistant Governor Ashley Waters, and to all who contributed art icles and pictures each month!
Special thanks to our District 7620 Members, Contractors, District Committee Chairs & Committee
Members, Counsel of Governors, Assistant Governors, and the District Execut ive Leadership Team.
As we wrap up the year, I encourage you to Finish Strong! James and I have watched your Clubs
take flight this year to champion the 4 DG Priorit ies of Youth (Foster Care), Peace, Mental Health
and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. Many of you took on other Rotary init iat ives too, and
part icipated in the Grant process to help others on a much larger scale. Congratulat ions!
Thank You for your support and generosity this year. We are so proud of the members of District
7620! As People of Act ion, please keep up the good work in service for Rotary. Weâ€™ll see you

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801115952
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800768986
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800651990
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800619784
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800283572
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800115306
https://tinyurl.com/2s47dwta


7620! As People of Act ion, please keep up the good work in service for Rotary. Weâ€™ll see you
around the District!

God Bless You!

Yours In Rotary Service,

Delores Edwards Harding
District Governor 2023-2024
Rotary Club of Balt imore

James Harding
First Gent leman 2023-2024
Rising Star and Future Rotarian

Sharing Rotary with Prospective Members
Dear Rotarians, and friends,
The District 7620 Membership
Committee is pleased to host
monthly educat ional opportunit ies
where clubs can learn best
pract ices for grow ing and retaining
members.
On Monday, June 3rd at 6:00 PM,
a 20-minute presentat ion followed
by t ime for quest ions w ill feature
two speakers from District 7620
that w ill share their membership
success stories on sharing Rotary
w ith prospect ive members.
Click here to register! Read More

May is Youth Service Month
Every May, Rotary Internat ional celebrates Youth Service Month! We invite you to spend this t ime highlight ing the
leadership development and service impact of the more than 350,000 young leaders who part icipate in Rotary
Internat ionalâ€™s youth programs each year. RSVP to the Facebook Event  to learn ways to celebrate and receive
updates throughout the month.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION

Rotary Youth Exchange, Our Outbound Students
"Exchange is not a year in one's life, but a life in a year". This is a common saying among Rotarians, Rotex and Youth Exchange Students to
describe Youth Exchange.
Both Tabitha and Elsie, two high school students from D7620, are experiencing just that this Rotary year. As they near the end of their t ime
abroad, we would like to invite you to take a peek into their year. We would also like to introduce our outbound class of Rotary Youth Exchange
Students for the Rotary year 2025-2026. Read More

How many students went on exchange last year?
When you think about Rotary Youth Exchange, do you ever wonder just how many
students experience the program each year? Or maybe how many Rotary volunteers it
takes to run the program worldw ide?

This newsletter is the debut of the recent ly reintroduced the Rotary Youth Exchange
annual report, which contains answers to these quest ions and more for the most recent
full Rotary year, 2022-2023. In the report, you can learn more about what happened
across the program all over the world. There are great pieces of information and inspiring
stories that w ill sat isfy even the most curious out there among the Rotary Youth
Exchange community.

https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77727042&NoCaptcha
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=254676
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1c0E9UZH7WTDrvvgQU9xiLmGZ2s4w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1c0E9XGQ2Fk7Q7t84YFxLQUDMHCeB&source=gmail&ust=1713472403685000&usg=AOvVaw0qf9NyLvaqxeqAnNXG-9hk
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=248523


Exchange community.

READ THE REPORT

Apply for a Rotary Peace Fellowship by 15 May
Rotary offers fully funded masterâ€™s degrees and professional development cert ificate programs for young
professionals w ith three to five years of experience in peace and development. They study at premier universit ies
around the world, gaining knowledge, skills, and global networks to be effect ive peacebuilders. Learn more about
this unique opportunity and apply now or in future years.

APPLY NOW

District Governor Installation Ceremony - Register NOW!
REGISTER NOW

https://msgfocus.rotary.org/files/amf_highroad_solution/project_190/Rotary_Youth_Exchange_22-23_Annual_Report.pdf
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1c0Ea5MgMOBB1XmHLcdzb7yubH6IQ
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1c0Ea8tpHx25qzkyZgJzEd6qZmgSV
https://my.rotary.org/en/peace-fellowship-application
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77724491&NoCaptcha


In Memoriam: Past District Governor Dr. John L. Sever
It is w ith sadness that I share news of the passing of Past District Governor Dr. John Sever of the Rotary Club of Potomac.
Dr. Sever was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, and joined Rotary in 1964 in Potomac, Maryland. He served as Club President
from 1969-1970, and was our District Governor during Rotary Year 1978-1979.
As many of you may know, Dr. Sever is w idely known as the Father of the Polio Init iat ive. His contribut ions to eradicat ing the
disease have been immeasurable. Dr. Sever is known world-w ide for his work w ith infect ious diseases, and also Pediatrics,
Obstetrics and Gynecology.
Dr. Sever was married. He and his beaut iful w ife, Gerane, raised three daughters together; Kimberly, Beverly and Valerie.
The funeral w ill held on June 1 at 3pm at Ingleside at King Farm, 701 King Farm Blvd., Rockville. In lieu of flowers, donat ions may
be made to the Rotary Polio Plus Program.
Please keep the Sever Family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult  t ime. Thank you.
YIRS,
DEE.
Delores Edwards Harding
District Governor 2023-2024
Rotary Internat ional District 7620 - Zone 33
Home Club: Rotary Club of Balt imore
Cell: 703-919-7001
Email: deedst7@yahoo.com

Art icle published by Rotary Internat ional:
https://www.rotary.org/en/john-sever-champion-polio-eradicat ion-dies?

utm_campaign=&utm_medium=social&utm_profile=EndPolioNow&utm_source=tw itter

Washington, D.C. Pride Parade
Join Rotary Internat ional District
7620 and the Washington DC Area
7 Rotary and Rotaract Clubs at the
DC Pride Parade!

When: Saturday, June 8, 2024

Time: 3:00pm â€“ 7:30pm

Where: Logan & Dupont Circle
Neighborhoods, Washington, D.C.

REGISTER HERE

Contact AG Marilyn Nevy Cruz at
mncruz10@gmail.com w ith any
quest ions.

https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77724491&NoCaptcha
mailto:deedst7@yahoo.com
https://www.rotary.org/en/john-sever-champion-polio-eradication-dies?utm_campaign=&utm_medium=social&utm_profile=EndPolioNow&utm_source=twitter
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77722011&NoCaptcha
mailto:mncruz10@gmail.com
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