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Welcome to the Rotary Club of Southern Frederick County
Rotary is an organizat ion of business and professional leaders united worldw ide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards
in all vocat ions, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.

Rotary club membership represents a cross-sect ion of the community's business and professional men and women. The world's Rotary clubs meet
weekly and are nonpolit ical, nonreligious, and open to all cultures, races, and creeds. More info.....

Rotary membership provides the opportunity to: Become connected to your community. Work w ith others in addressing community needs.
Interact w ith other professionals in your community; assist w ith RI's internat ional humanitarian service efforts. Establish contacts w ith an
internat ional network of professionals. Develop leadership skills. Involve family in promoting service efforts. More info.....

Service Above Self Charity Invitational Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Southern
Frederick County
By David G Longstaff on Tuesday, October 24, 2023
Please join the Rotary Club of Southern Frederick County at Worthington Manor Golf Course on Monday May 6th, 2024 for our second annual golf
tournament at Worthington Manor Golf Club to benefit  Blessings in a Backpack.

Service Above Self Charity Golf Tournament (perfectgolfevent.com)

All are welcome. Sign up before we soon sell out. Read More

Registration for District Conference is NOW OPEN!
Get ready to set sail for a springt ime adventure of service, connect ion and Chesapeake charm at the Districtâ€™s
Conference! Join us at the stunning Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Resort, where the sun-kissed waters meet
endless possibilit ies for learning, fellowship, and act ion.

Engaging keynotes from inspiring leaders who w ill ignite your passion for Rotaryâ€™s mission
Dynamic breakout sessions covering a diverse range of topics
Unforgettable networking opportunit ies to connect w ith fellow Rotarians from across the district and forge
powerful collaborat ions.

And of course, the change to explore the breathtaking beauty of the Chesapeake Bay! Kayak through prist ine
coves, take a stroll, or simply unwind and soak up the sunshineon the resortâ€™s private beach.

Registration is now open! Visit  rotary7620.org/districtconference!

District Governor Delores Edwards Harding's Report
District 7620 Rotarians and Rotaractors,
Welcome to March! W inter is start ing to fade, the days are gett ing longer, and the weather is becoming more like Spring. As District Governor, I
must report that we accomplished a lot in February, and hands down, it  was our busiest month of the Rotary Year thus far.

District Updates - District Website Refresh
We have updated our District Website w ith new Rotary images, and my District Governor Priorit ies for
Rotary Year 2023-2024. We have also updated District Leadership information in our District and Club
Database (DACdb). Grants and Foundat ion information has been updated, and District Conference
registrat ion portal is open and ready to receive your registrat ion. Be sure to take a look aroundâ€¦and
donâ€™t forget the District 7620 Facebook and Instagram social media pages too for the latest posts!

RYLA 2024
Many of you were right by my side as we launched 2024 Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) at the YMCA Camp Letts in
Edgewater, MD. Over 100 students (our largest cohort of

attendees to date) registered for this annual youth leadership camp. Several Rotary members volunteered
as Group Leaders or Adult volunteers to help ensure a wonderful and safe experience for the students.
Special thanks to Assistant Governor and Youth Service Chair Marilyn Nevy Cruz (RC of Washington DC),
RYLA District Chair Ash Khan (RC of College Park) and Team for securing mult iple Rotary Club Sponsorships
for this event. The RYLA Team executed a well-organized operat ion! Several students have already
expressed interest in returning to serve next year! Pictures are included in this monthâ€™s newsletter.

Rotary International President Visit
If you have not seen or heard, our District welcomed Rotary
Internat ional President Gordon R. McInally (RC of South Queensferry, Scot land), Past RI President Mark
Maloney, General Secretary John Hewko, and other RI Dignitaries mid-month for a historic visit  to the Rotary
Club of Washington, DC. The District coordinated 2 days of act ivit ies, comprised of a â€œDistrict Dayâ€ and a
â€œDC Day.â€ President McInally and his aides were escorted to special meet ings and events happening
throughout DC. He met w ith DC students, Interactors, Rotaractors, local leaders, the OAS, USAID, and
World Bank Agency dignitaries. The President also spent t ime w ith several District 7620 and 7610 Rotary
District leaders. It  was a memorable experience for all, and we extend our thanks to DC Rotarian Mark W ilson
(also a Scotsman) for sending out the init ial invitat ion for the President to visit  District 7620. Extra special
thanks to our District Leaders and members who helped coordinate the logist ics for the visit . Both the DC
and the District Planning Teams spent several months working on the official it inerary. The hard work paid
off. We have lots of pictures to share!

2024 Create Hope Rotary Foundation Reception
The District hosted a beaut iful Create Hope Rotary Foundat ion Recept ion on
February 20th at the prest igious Cosmos Club in Washington, DC. RI President
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February 20th at the prest igious Cosmos Club in Washington, DC. RI President
McInally was our guest of honor. District Rotary Foundat ion Chair Geetha Jayaram
and the District leadership team worked together to plan this special, annual
Foundat ion event. DRFC Geetha gave a report on our annual giving to The Rotary
Foundat ion, and recognized our top clubs contribut ing to the Districtâ€™s
â€œgiving and grants culture.â€ The highlight of the evening was the
presentat ion of a large check to RI President McInally (and Past RI President Mark
Maloney) in the amount of $2.6 million! Everyone in the room felt  so proud to be a
Rotarian. It  was during this moment that PDG Geetha and I congratulated our
Major Donors, and the many generous members of District 7620. Extra special
thanks aregiven to Clara Montanez (Rotary Club of Metro Bethesda), PDG Rich
Carson (Rotary Club of Bethesda Chevy Chase), Zone 33 Major Gifts Officer Laurie
Menzel, District 7620 DG Line, Assistant Governors, Volunteers, and the host of
D7610 Rotarians and guests who came to support the event. We could not have

had this event w ithout your
support. Thank you!

Black History Month Awards
The Rotary Club of Washington, DC
hosted an open meeting during RI
Presidentâ€™s Visit  to District 7620.
Our members were able to zoom in
to watch this meeting while the
Area 7 Washington DC Clubs
(Interact, Rotaract and Rotary)
attended the in-person weekly
meeting at The University Club in
Washington, DC. During this
meeting, â€œChampionâ€ Club
President Lisa Cohen took t ime to
honor Black History Month
(February), and to recognize Past

President Lisa McCurdy and me for our pioneering roles in Rotary. Lisa McCurdy is DC Rotaryâ€™s
first African American Club President to serve in the Clubsâ€™s 100+ year history. As for me, I
was recognized for serving as our Districtâ€™s first African American Woman District Governor.
The beaut iful awards were a surprise, and we received a standing ovat ion from the room. We are
truly honored to have been recognized for our achievements. Thank you DC Rotary!

Rotary Monthly Theme for March 2024
As we look to the month ahead, the Rotary
Internat ional (RI) theme for this March is Water,
Sanitat ion and Hygiene. As a humanitarian organizat ion,
this theme is one of seven Areas of Focus in Rotary. As
members, we are blessed in the United States to have
access to clean water. We wake up each day to fresh,
running water and access to clean toilets and
handwashing basins w ithin our homes. We take showers,

cook our food, and wash our clothes w ith lit t le concern for contaminat ion or parasites; or the need to
walk long miles to access fresh water or purificat ion stat ions. Unfortunately for some countries, this is a
daily struggle and Rotary is in place to offer support. Thank you to those Rotary Clubs of District 7620 who
financially sponsor water purificat ion and sanitat ion programs worldw ide. Please read more about this area
of focus and the many WASH educat ional programs world-w ide, on the RI website:
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/providing-clean-water.

International Womenâ€™s Day 2024
On March 8th, the World w ill celebrate Internat ional Womenâ€™s Day 2024! This is a global celebrat ion of
the social, economic, cultural, and polit ical achievements of women. The campaign theme this year is
â€œInspiring Inclusion.â€ Per the IWD 2024 website, I love the message they share w ith the World. It
reads, â€œWhen we inspire others to understand and value womenâ€™s inclusion, we forge a better world.
And when women themselves are inspired to be included, thereâ€™s a sense of belonging, relevance and
empowerment.â€ It  is my hope that your Rotary or Rotaract Club w ill recognize women who are making
their mark w ithin our organizat ion, and in our world.

On behalf of District 7620, I would like to acknowledge several women leaders who have gone over and
above in Rotary District 7620, and cont inue to pave the way for women each day by giving of themselves to
various causes which impact women and girls. They embrace the commitment to Inspire Inclusion and
equitable treatment. Thank you Ladies!
As District Governor, Iâ€™d like to recognize several leaders for 2024 Internat ional Womenâ€™s Day. Each of
these women w ill receive standing recognit ion at the 2024 District Conference in Cambridge, MD.
Congratulat ions Ladies!

1. Ila Shah (Rotary Club of Charlotte Hall)
2. Clara Montanez (Rotary Club of Metro Bethesda)
3. Nancy Riker (Rotary Club of Washington, DC)
4. Hande Apaydin (Rotary Club of Rockville)
5. Assistant Governor Linda Lymas (Rotary Club of Lexington Park)
6. Assistant Governor Marilyn Nevy Cruz (Rotary Club of Washington, DC)
7. Club President Stacy Moler (Rotary Club of Frederick)
8. Advika Agarwal (Montgomery County â€œMoCoâ€ Rotaract Club)
9. Rose Carderelli (Rotary Club of Washington Global)

10. Club President Sarah Ort iz Brown (Rotary Club of Southern Harford County)
11. Nina Mezu Nwaba (Rotary Club of Pikesville-Owings Mills)
12. Pallavi Gowda (Rotary Club of Potomac Passport)
13. Elizabeth Milby (Rotary Club of Mt. Airy)
14. Carol Ann McCurdy (Rotary Club of Glen Burnie)
15. Club President Vesselina Stoytcheva (Rotary Club of Capitol Hill)

2024 Spring District Conference
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Just a reminderâ€¦Donâ€™t forget to register for the District 7620 District Conference in Cambridge, Maryland on April 19-21, 2024! We have a
host of act ivit ies planned including: Golf, Spa, Yoga, Rotary Leadership Inst itute (RLI), the 4-Way Test Competit ion, District Club Awards, Service
Projects, thought-provoking Speakers and break-out sessions, a Memorial Service, and our Annual Business Meet ing. Did I mention that I w ill host a
District Governorâ€™s Awards Ceremony? Come see who has earned recognit ion this year for being a â€œChampionâ€ leader and/or Club in District
7620! Actual awards w ill be givenâ€¦Hope you w ill join us! Register thru DACdb at: https://www.rotary7620.org/districtconference.

Welcome Back DES Deborah Burgess
In closing, I am pleased to report that our District Execut ive Secretary Deborah Burgess (Rotary Club of Balt imore) is
officially back! On the mend, Deborah is resuming her part-t ime DES dut ies, and I would like to thank the host of District
Leaders who volunteered to help provide coverage in her absence. Thanks Everyone for your support!
Have a wonderful and product ive March 2024!
Yours In Rotary Service,
Delores Edwards Harding
District Governor 2023-2024

RI President Gordon McInally Visits Washington, D.C.!
RI President R. Gordon R.
McInally had a successful visit  to
District 7620 on February 20 and
21, 2024. The invitat ion came from
a fellow Scot in the Washington,
D.C. Rotary Club, Mark W ilson.

His busy schedule involved visits to
RI internat ional partners (actual
and potent ial) w ith headquarters in
Washington, D.C. including the
OAS, USAID and the World Bank.
On Tuesday evening, February
20th, DG Delores Edwards
Harding hosted an impressive
recept ion at the Cosmos Club in Downtown DC. RIP Gordonâ€™s impassioned speech focused on the role of the RI Foundat ion as the engine of
Rotary support to underserved communit ies around the world. He also recounted some of his firsthand experiences w ith very poor beneficiaries in
low-income countries.
Wednesday, February 21, 2024, was hosted by President Lisa Cohen of the Rotary Club of Washington, D.C. and the agenda focused on
youth act ivit ies supported by the Club. This included a visit  to the Mult icultural Career Intern Program (MCIP) at the Columbia Heights Educat ional
Campus (CHEC) which had received a special $100,000 Community Service Grant in celebrat ion of the Centennial of the Washington DC Rotary
Clubâ€™s Foundat ion.

Read More

2024-25 Youth Advisory Council applications are now open!
Share this opportunity with
your young leaders:
2024-25 Youth Advisory
Council applications are now
open!

Rotaryâ€™s youth programs are
some of the best and most vibrant
in the world â€“ engaging upwards
of 500,000 young people each
year! Act ivat ing youth voice to
strengthen these programs is more
important than ever, and
President-elect Stephanie Urchick is
proud to cont inue building on the
success of previous councils w ith
the 2024-25 Youth Advisory
Council. Youth program
part icipants, alumni, and Rotary

https://www.rotary7620.org/districtconference
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=244991


part icipants, alumni, and Rotary
members are invited to serve at
the internat ional level and advise
the Board of Directors of Rotary
Internat ional to shape the future
of our youth programs (Interact,
RYLA, and Youth Exchange).

Read More

Post RYLA Information & Pictures
On behalf of the RYLA 2024 Committee, we'd
like to thank you and your Clubs for sponsoring
students
to RYLA
this year.
W ithout
you and
your Club's support, this would not have been
possible.

Here is the photo link:
https://photos.app.goo.

gl/KJgdRpyfcai1TWnc7 of the pictures that were
taken this past weekend.

We hope that you are able to share these
pictures w ith your Club members and are able to
invite the students your Club sponsored to
speak about the RYLA program at one of your
upcoming meetings.

Thank you for your support of the RYLA
program in District 7620. We look forward to
having students from your area again next year.

https://www.rotary7620.org/ youth-programs/ryla/
#RYLA7620 #Rotary7620

Best Regards and Yours in Rotary Service,

District 7620 RYLA Committee

Empowering women in the workplace
To celebrate Internat ional Womenâ€™s Day on 8 March, Rotary w ill host a webinar focusing on the importance of
female leaders in the workplace and beyond. The webinar w ill discuss how to ident ify leaders early, how to establish
mentorship and scholarship programs, and how to be an ally. Register now for the event, open to members and
nonmembers of all genders.

Apply for a Rotary Peace Fellowship by 15 May
Rotary offers fully funded masterâ€™s degrees and professional development cert ificate programs for young
professionals w ith three to five years of experience in peace and development. They study at premier universit ies
around the world, gaining knowledge, skills, and global networks to be effect ive peacebuilders. Learn more about
this unique opportunity and apply now or in future years.

APPLY NOW

Join District Membership Team's Zoom Meeting on April 1
The District Membership
Committee is pleased to host
monthly educat ional opportunit ies
where clubs can learn best
pract ices for grow ing and retaining
members.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=243215
https://photos.app.goo.gl/KJgdRpyfcai1TWnc7
https://www.rotary7620.org/youth-programs/ryla/
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https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1bFfitDD4PWdWTyYiUK1DeoJfSJUr
https://my.rotary.org/en/peace-fellowship-application


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83242608572?pwd=bG9LYjB1T0FBeTkxWHZvbXJRQkxFUT09
Meeting ID: 832 4260 8572
Passcode: 12345
6 pm - 6:30 pm Eastern T ime
First Monday of each month

Student resources for UN Sustainable Development Goals
The United Nat ions (UN) calls countries and individuals to act toward peace and prosperity through 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Learn about the Sustainable Development Goals and how to take act ion to make them a
reality through the UNâ€™s SDG student resources!

LEARN MORE

Take $2,000 of Medical Supplies to an Under-Resourced Country for Free!
Hereâ€™s how any Rotary Club in our region that has members making a service trip can take $2,000 of medical supplies to an
under-resourced country for free!

When one organizat ion cannot do it  alone... Rotary is there. Medicine w ith a Mission is a Maryland-based Nonprofit  whose mission is to provide hope
and healing to those in need. They wanted to distribute medical supplies around the world to under-resourced countries but did not have a way
to broadly distribute them. Medicine w ith a mission partnered w ith Parole Rotary and provided Parole Rotary w ith ten Project C.U.R.E Kits, each
valued at $2,000 of basic medical supplies. Parole Rotary is offering the kits to any Rotary Club located in the region for free on a first come, first-
served basis. Read More

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83242608572?pwd=bG9LYjB1T0FBeTkxWHZvbXJRQkxFUT09
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1bFfiz1UUgNcK7uGL3M2zpuCRd4eB
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=245030
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