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District Governor Message,
I am very happy to announce our District Governor Nominee Designate(DGND) is Zachary
S Covington, from the Franklin Rotary Club. A complete bio for Zach can be found later
in this newsletter. Please join me in offering a huge congratulations to Zach and warm
wishes for your training and preparation to become District Governor in 2024-25.
In March, Rotary focuses on Water and Sanitation and celebrate our commitment to
create healthier communities. Learn more about the importance of this theme on the
Foundation page of this newsletter.
Also this month the United Nations observe March 22nd as World Water Day, to
highlight the importance of fresh water. The day is used to advocate for the sustainable
management of freshwater resources.
With the tragic circumstances unfolding before our eyes, our thoughts are with the
people affected by the war in Ukraine. Rotary is made up of People of Action and I wish
to call your attention to two ways you can help respond to the deepening refugee crisis.
RI Past President and Foundation Trustee Chair John Germ has announced that The
Rotary Foundation Trustees have decided to prioritize contributions made to the
Disaster Response Fund until 30 April 2022 to support disaster response grants for
districts affected by these events. These expedited disaster response grants can be used
to supply water, food, medicine, shelter, and clothing.
The second way is through your support to The Shelter Box Program. You will find a
letter providing an update and inspiring information from Dave Sturrock, a ShelterBox
Ambassador for Rotary District 7280 as well as an announcement and request directly
from The Shelter Box Organization. Please review these carefully and find a way to
support this tremendous humanitarian effort on the world stage.
Now in its third year, the Feed 10 Million Initiative is part of Rotary Zone 33-34's simple
and straight forward mission to feed 10 million people. Many of us support this
initiative in the past and continue by supporting food banks or possibly working soup
kitchens or meal programs in your area. Please be reminded to report your clubs effort
on the Zone website at: https://www.rizones33-34.org/feed10million-initiative/
In this issue you will also find opportunities to support other clubs in our District
through their events and fundraisers. Please remember to send me information on your
clubs upcoming events as well.
Thank you once again for your service and commitment to Rotary,
DG Rick

ZACHARY S. COVINGTON
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Zachary earned a B.S. Ed. in Music Education from Clarion University of
Pennsylvania, concentration in voice, and a Master of Arts degree in Choral
Conducting from Indiana University of PA (ABT). He has studied voice with Dr. John
McLean, Mr. Milutin Lazich, Dr. Robert McIver, Ms. Mary Catherine Dykhouse, and Ms.
Sari Gruber. He has also received additional training in vocal
technique, music education, and choral conducting from the Eastman School of Music
at the University of Rochester. Zachary has taught vocal and general music to grades
Preschool through 12, as well as post-baccalaureate and continuing education classes
in music education. Most recently he was the adjunct professor of music for Penn
State Greater Allegheny Campus, and plans to return to this position once reinstated
following the COVID pandemic. He remains an active Guest Conductor for choral
festivals throughout the region and the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association.
Mr. Covington is a member of several state, regional, and national professional
music & arts organizations. He has performed and presented at state and national
conferences and is a Past President of the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association
District 3. He owns and operates Covington Performing Arts Studio in Clarion, PA and
is the Founder and Artistic Director of the Clarion County Festival Choir, which
completed International Performance Tours of Italy in June 2012, Paris and London in
July 2014, Austria & Germany in 2018, including Salzburg, Vienna, and Munich. His
Festival Choir will be performing in Dublin, Cork, and Killarney during a June 2023
performance tour of the country of Ireland. His private students have included Miss
America Scholarship Pageant winners, Broadway performers, and university music
scholarship recipients. Zachary is also an active baritone performer in the Western
Pennsylvania region.
As an advocate for inclusion and equality, Mr. Covington uses his connections in
the music and creative arts communities to empower youth to embrace who they are
as an individual. He works with community leaders, educators, and volunteers to
encourage creativity and acceptance for all individuals. Zachary is passionate about
volunteer service in the community, and is Past-President, Secretary, Peacebuilder
Chair, and Youth Exchange Officer of the Franklin
Rotary International Club 5138, as well as the Peacebuilder Chair for Rotary District
7280.
Mr. Covington is the Director of the Clarion Community Choir and also enjoys
directing and performing musical theater productions. Zachary is a certified
judge through the Miss America Organization. He is currently the Director of
Music Ensembles at Penn State Greater Allegheny and is the Executive Director
of the Barrow-Civic Theatre in Franklin, PA. He resides in Clarion, PA with his
black lab, Friederich George.

