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Thursday, May 8, 2025, the Speaker is:
Gene Bunnell Ph.D., Professor Emeritus
Title of my talk: Citizen Activists, Nongovernmental Organizations and Buffalo's
Waterfront Renaissance

Born and raised in Buffalo, Gene Bunnell came of age when the city was hemorrhaging jobs and
population and entering what would be a long period of decline. Growing up in Buffalo during
that time has provided him with a lens for understanding and comparing the experiences of
American cities, with a particular focus on post-industrial cities.

After earning a B.A. degree from Wesleyan University and earning a Master of City Planning
degree from the Harvard Graduate School of Design, he worked as an urban planner in the
public sector for fifteen years, first for the Massachusetts Department of Community Affairs
Office of Local Assistance and then as Director of Planning and Development for the City of
Northampton, MA.

After earning his Ph.D. from London School of Economics and Political Science in 1993, he
taught urban planning at the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Department of Urban and
Regional Planning and the Department of Geography and Planning at the State University of
New York at Albany, drawing on the experience and insights he gained as a practicing planner
in “the real world.”

He is the author of three previous books: Built to Last (Preservation Press, National Trust for
Historic Preservation, 1977); Making Places Special (Planners Press 2002); and Transforming
Providence: Rebirth of a Post-Industrial City (Troy Bookmakers 2017).

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401980
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401980
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800450620
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800450620
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401810
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401810
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800466470
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800466470
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800786425
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800786425
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401764
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800958517
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800948106
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401851
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401851
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800966897
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800966897
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800786559
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800786559
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800977253
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800554767
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800554767
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800401776




Set Sail for Connections! &
Networking at the Buffalo Maritime Center

Ahoy there, movers and shakers of Buffalo!
You're invited to an evening of fresh connections, nautical vibes,

and inspired conversations at one of the city's hidden gems — the Buffalo Maritime Center.

Date: May 15, 2025
Time: 5:30-7:30
Location: Buffalo Maritime Center, 90 Arthur St (off of Niagara St)
RSVP: Required to help us stock the snacks & sails!

Whether you're looking to grow your network, discover collaborative opportunities, or just enjoy a unique setting surrounded
by boats, craftsmanship, and lakefront lore — this event is your port of call.

Expect:
Casual conversation with local pros & creatives
Buffalo’s Best Grill Food Truck, Beer & Wine
Tours of the workshop & boat-building projects
Insta-worthy views & vibes

Come as you are, leave more connected.
Bring a friend, bring your business card, and bring your curiosity!

Anchors aweigh — we’ll see you there!
???????
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