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Club	member,	Aubrie	Simpson-Gotham,	is	a	
na6ve	 Floridian,	 born	 and	 raised	 in	 the	
suburbs	 of	 Ft.	 Lauderdale,	 Florida.	 She	
relocated	 to	 Ponte	 Vedra	 Beach	 with	 her	
family	 in	 2004.	 Upon	 gradua6on	 from	
Nease	 High	 School,	 Aubrie	 earned	 a	
Bachelor	 of	 Arts	 in	 Elementary	 Educa6on	
from	 Flagler	 College	 and	 a	 Master	 of	
Science	 in	 Pre-K/Primary	 Educa6on	 from	
Nova	Southeastern	University.		

ANer	 three	 years	 of	 teaching	 early	
childhood	 and	 special	 educa6on	 in	 St.	
Johns	 County	 Title	 1	 schools,	 Aubrie	 got	

interested	in	combining	her	giN	of	teaching	and	an	entrepreneurial	spirit	to	
begin	a	career	in	the	nonprofit	sector.	She	started	working	in	the	foster	care	
space	 at	 Kids	 Bridge	 Family	 Visita6on	 Center	 and	 founded	 Fostering	
Connec6ons	 in	 2019.	 Aubrie	 says	 this	move	 was	 inspired	 by	 her	 father’s	
experience	 in	 foster	 care	 as	 a	 child	 and	 her	work	 as	 an	 educator	 in	 high	
poverty	schools.		
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Happy 4th of July!
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Fostering	Connec6ons	is	a	nonprofit	organiza6on	that	helps	youth	impacted	
by	 foster	 care	 by	 providing	 needed	 essen6als,	 educa6onal	 programs,	 and	
community	 connec6ons.	 The	 organiza6on	 focuses	 on	 career	 readiness,	
college	 readiness,	 and	 life	 skills,	 as	 well	 as	 producing	 special	 events	 that	
bring	 the	 foster	 parent	 community	 together.	 In	 three	 years,	 Fostering	
Connec6ons	 has	 grown	 to	 serve	 youth	 from	 birth	 through	 age	 24	 in	 five	
coun6es	 (St.	 Johns,	 Duval,	 Putnam,	 Flagler,	 and	 Voluisa)	 throughout	
Northeast	Florida.		Its	office	is	located	at	The	Link	in	Nocatee.		

Aubrie’s	 Rotary	 experience	 started	 in	 high	 school	 when	 she	 joined	 the	
Interact	Club	at	Nease.	In	2019,	she	became	a	member	of	the	Rotary	Club	
of	 St.	Augus6ne	Beach,	 and	 served	as	 its	 Secretary	during	 the	2019-2020	
Rotary	year.	In	May	of	2022,	Aubrie	transferred	her	Rotary	membership	to	
us	 at	 the	 Rotary	 Club	 of	 Ponte	 Vedra.	 She	 is	 currently	 serving	 on	 the	
Community	Service	Commi_ee	and	is	excited	to	grow	as	a	Rotarian	through	
our	club!	

Aubrie	is	married	to	her	husband	Steve,	an	environmental	specialist	at	the	
Florida	Department	of	 Environmental	 Protec6on	and	 adjunct	 professor	 at	
Flagler	College,	and	currently	resides	in	St.	Augus6ne.	In	her	spare	6me,	she	
enjoys	traveling,	baking,	shopping,	spa	days,	and	playing	Bunco.	Aubrie	can	
be	reached	at	904-813-5809	or	fosteringconnec6onsfl@gmail.com	
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UPCOMING CLUB SCHEDULE 
July 12 - Pass the Gavel Event, Maggiaoni’s Little Italy Restaurant 
in Town Centre, 6-9pm; Spouses welcome; RSVP to Kelly Altosino-
Sastre 

July 19 - Guest Speaker: Mikey Ulmer, Rotary District 6970 
Governor-elect, about Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) 

August 16 - Richard Goldman, President and CEO, St. Augustine, 
Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and Convention Bureau 

mailto:fosteringconnectionsfl@gmail.com
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This	just	in…

Our	club’s	“Write	the	Plan”	day	has	been	re-scheduled	for	Saturday,	
July	16.	RSVP	to	Kelly	at	kellysastre@aol.com	or	text	her	at	

305.710.6652	by	no	later	than	July	12th.

Follow the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
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Celebrations!

June	28	-	Eddie	Sarnowski’s	wife,	Jamie,	celebrated	
her	birthday!	

July	2	-	Ron	McVay	celebrated	3	years	as	a	
member	of	the	Rotary	Club	of	Ponte	Vedra!	

July	2	-	Eli	Tavarez	and	his	wife,	McKenna,	
celebrated	their	11th	wedding	anniversary!	

July	5	-	Eddie	Sarnowski	celebrates	his	birthday!	

July	8	-	Brandon	Sugg	celebrates	his	birthday!	

July	9	-	Darrell	Clarkson	celebrates	his	birthday!
Ron McVay celebrated 3 years as a 

member of the Rotary Club of Vedra on 
Jul y 2, 2022.

President	MaryBeth	Murray	 is	back	aNer	some	exci6ng	travel	
and	a	new	grand	baby!	She	presides	over	her	last	club	mee6ng	
as	 our	 leader	 before	 she	 Passes	 the	Gavel	 on	 July	 12	 to	 our	
new	 President	 Bob	 Wilmong.	 Our	 speaker,	 Toni	 Chrabot,	 a	
re6red	 FBI	 agent,	 now	 with	 Risk	 Confidence	 Group,	 shared	
some	 of	 her	 fascina6ng	 stories	 as	 a	 skilled	 nego6ator/
interrogator,	 along	 with	 her	 top	 10	 take-a-ways	 from	 her	
dis6nguished	career.	ONen	facts	are	stranger	than	fic6on,	says	
Toni.	And	indeed	they	are….	

Toni Chrabot of Risk 
Confidence Group.

June 21 Meeting Recap
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Here & There with Rotarians

MaryBeth Murray recently welcomed grand baby #6 as well 
as celebrated her birthday!

Jim Huster joined his workout buddies at the Nocatee 
YMCA.

Bob Wiltfong wears his Rotary hat while visiting the 
Parthenon in Athens, Greece with his family.
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Ba.le	of	Ge.ysburg	Ends	

On	 the	 third	 day	 of	 the	Ba_le	
of	 Ge_ysburg,	 Confederate	
General	 Robert	 E.	 Lee’s	 last	
a_empt	at	breaking	the	Union	
line	 ends	 in	 disastrous	 failure,	
bringing	 the	 most	 decisive	
ba_le	 of	 the	 American	 Civil	
War	 to	 an	 end.	 Experts	
es6mate	 more	 than	 50,000	
men	died	 in	the	ba_le	making	
it	 the	 bloodiest	 ba_le	 of	 the	
Civil	War.	
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This Day in History: July 3, 1863

Former	 Rotary	 Founda6on	 Peace	
Fellow	Louisa	Dow	 (leN),	 coordinator	
for	 Habitat	 for	 Humanity	 in	 Hai6,	
talks	 with	 community	 engagement	
coordinator	 Rene_e	 Pierre	 about	 a	
community-based	 conflict	 map	
project	 in	 Simon	 Pele,	 Hai6.	 Such	
maps	 indicate	 where	 residents	 feel	
unsafe,	 enabling	 the	 community	 to	
priori6ze	 changes	 like	 installing	 a	
street	lamp	or	sidewalk.

Rotary: People of Peace



JULY 3, 2022 EDITOR: BOB WILTFONG

7

 



JULY 3, 2022 EDITOR: BOB WILTFONG

Comments,	ques=ons	or	inquiries	about	the	32081.Rotarian?	
Please	contact	the	Editor,	Bob	Wilmong,	at	rotarybob1@gmail.com.	

Interested	in	joining	the	Rotary	Club	of	Ponte	Vedra?		
Please	contact	our	Membership	Chair,	MaryBeth	Murray,	at	pontevedrarotary@gmail.com.
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The	Rotary	Club	of	Ponte	Vedra	

Leadership	Team	

h.ps://www.pontevedrarotary.org/

President	
Bob	Wilmong

Secretary	
Rosemary	Lorenz

Membership	
MaryBeth	Murray

Community	Service	
Denny	Baldwin

Rotary	Founda=on	Chair/
Interna=onal	Service	Chair	

Andy	Erickson

Sergeant-at-Arms	
Linda	Lomax

Birthdays 

Feb 13 - Meagan Perkins 

Feb. 17 - Jeremiah Blocker 

General	Counsel	
Edward	Sarnowski

Program	Chair	
Karen	Evere_

Treasurer	
Sean	Smith

Public	Image	Chair	
Mari	Perroni

mailto:rotarybob1@gmail.com
mailto:pontevedrarotary@gmail.com
https://www.pontevedrarotary.org/
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