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Four Way Test

Welcome to our speaker, Francine Vincent
By Clay Martin III

Francine Vincent currently serves as an Emergency Management Coordinator with Alachua
County Emergency Management, a Division of Alachua County Fire Rescue.
Her career spans the military and civilian realms, showcasing a profound dedication to public safety
and disaster preparedness.

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909


Lunch Link Paramount Grill

Lets do lunch!!

As always, please submit your selection before 9 AM on Wednesdays. This is a request from Chef
Ty as he needs sufficient time to prepare our 20+ lunches each week by noon.

And just to clarify our clubâ€™s present policy regarding lunches for visitors: If you are bringing a
guest, please be sure to have their lunch orders submitted either with yours or by the 9 AM
deadline. Guests are expected to pay for their lunch or you may opt to be invoiced for their lunches.
Visiting Rotarians are expected to pay for their lunch. If you bring a potential member, their lunches
will be covered for 3 meetings by the club. Speakers and Law Enforcement lunches are covered by
the club. Lunch cost is $20

LINK:

https://forms.gle/ Y5oBC9n6srh6qhDN8

https://forms.gle/Y5oBC9n6srh6qhDN8


In case you missed this email..
By Stephanie Esposito

I hope everyone had a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you this Wednesday.

As we wrap up the 2023/2024 grant cycle, we look towards the next one in 2024/2025.

The deadline to submit for this upcoming grant cycle is 4/30.

Brett and I want to once again apply for grant support, but we want to hear from you about who
would benefit from a grant (not higher than $10k).

Do you have an idea? Visit the link below to share your idea! We need all submissions by April
5th to give us enough time to review all suggestions and then apply for the support of the district.
We only need your suggestion at this time ..

https://forms.gle/ NCxYf2EXYG6MypQ76

Please note, there is also a question in there about service project ideas that could be done either
during a meeting or as a group social. We are looking for more opportunities to give back.

Thank you,

Stephanie

https://forms.gle/NCxYf2EXYG6MypQ76


MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Yep, it's getting to be that time of year!
Our club's annual auction!

An evening of fun, food, fellowship to raise funds for the Rotary Foundation

DATE: MAY 23, 2024

Never too early to start gathering items, including gift certificates and donations from some of your
favorite venues and businesses.

AND

this year , we will welcome back our most favorite auctioneer, Cracker Johnson
(apologies to Joe Jr for demoting you to 2nd most favorite..)



could use your help, Rotarians!

In conjunction with the Museum of Natural History, Downtown Gainesville Rotary will
be partnering with Rawlings Elementary to offer a SCIENCE NIGHT on May 9th. from
5:30 - 7 pm.

The Museum provides the materials and guides for 11 different science stations, which
the students then visit.

They need US to be the 'scientist' at each table -- so we are hoping YOU would be
willing to volunteer to help. (The Museum folks guarantee that the science
experiments are not hard to manage)

More specifics will be forthcoming as the time gets closer... be on the lookout for a
sign up link coming soon!

ALSO: We also need to provide dinner in the form of PIZZA for the kids and their
family. Looking for anyone in the club who may have a special connection to a pizza
place who could offer us a good deal. Please let Stephanie know if you can help with
this!



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
By Jim â€œJimbo â€œ E. Skiles III

JIMBO WILL BE LOOKING FOR SOME VOLUNTEERS
TO HELP WITH THIS EVENT!

CAN YOU??

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES!!
By Ed Book



ROTARIANS!!

C'mon down and help with the annual Keep Alachua County Beautiful Great AM Cleanup!!

Where: "OUR" road, Main Street, from Cade Museum to Winn Dixie. (cleanup materials provided)

Date: Saturday, April 13th

Time: 9 AM - 10 AM

This event is part of the KEEP ALACHUA COUNTY BEAUTFUL day. In addition to our road cleanup,
there will also be an opportunity to help refresh the VFW area at 1150 NE Waldo Road (painting
sign, cleaning area and planting). This VFW service opportunity will run from 9 AM - 11 AM.

Both of these 2 projects are part of the

2024 Great American Cleanup, sponsored by Keep Alachua County Beautiful

Saturday, April 13, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. There will be lunch, swag and music at noon, following the
clean up, if you would like to head over to the park at noon

Albert Ray Massey (Westside) Park, 3100-3346 NW 8th Ave, Gainesville, FL 32605, USA

KACB will be able to accept tires at no charge on Sat., 4/13/23 at Massey Park, 1001 NW 34th St.,
Gainesville, from 9 a.m. until noon as part of our Great American Cleanup for litter.



Going to be a GREAT event!!
By Brett Buell



Event Calendar 2024

~~ DETAILS FOR ALL EVENTS ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE
NEWSLETTER ~~

PLEASE ALSO REFER TO ONLINE CLUB CALENDAR AT THE LINK
FOR

MOST UPDATED CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
https://rb.gy/jh7vx

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------

April 6 SOUTHEASTERN GUIDE DOG
WALKATHON

Jimbo
352 538 0293

April 13 KEEP ALACHUA COUNTY
BEAUTIFUL
clean up

Ed Book
352 222 7968

April 20 RLI (rotary Leadership
Institute)
Daytona State College/Palm
Coast

register

https://dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?
EventID=77707708

May 3 -4 District Conference
University Center
UNF, Jacksonville

Register and info:

https://www.rotarydistrict6970.org/district-
conference-2024/

May 9th Rawlings Elementary SCIENCE
NIGHT
5:30 - 7 pm

volunteer link to be sent out

May 18 GOC Bike Day
8:30

Brett Buell
352 872 3232

MAY23 ANNUAL AUCTION
Arbor Greens Clubhouse

JUNE 27 TRANSITION DINNER

https://rb.gy/jh7vx


speaker sign up
By Jim â€œJimbo â€œ E. Skiles III

ROTARY MONTHLY
THEMES

JANUARY Jimbo Vocational Services

FEBRUARY Haydee Peacebuilding and
Conflict Resolution

MARCH Brett
Marta

Water, Sanitation,
Hygiene

APRIL Clay Maternal and
Child Health

MAY Scott Hansis Youth Services

JUNE Megan (5th&12th)
need 19th&26th

Rotary Fellowships

JULY Shelby New Leadership

AUGUST Michael Membership and
New Club
Development

SEPTEMBER Cheryl Basic Education and
Literacy

OCTOBER Stephanie Community Economic
Development

NOVEMBER Joe Jr Rotary Foundation

DECEMBER Al Disease Prevention
And Treatment

MONTHLY SPEAKERs
By Jim â€œJimbo â€œ E. Skiles III
APRIL SPEAKERS provided by CLAY MARTIN

April 3 Francine Vincent, Alachua County Emergency Management Coordinator

NEW EXHIBIT AT MUSEUM!
By Jim â€œJimbo â€œ E. Skiles III

Water Shapes Florida exhibit now open at
the Florida Museum!



Free Admission | Now Open

Florida Museum of Natural History, at 3215 Hull Road, debuted its first bilingual? aquatic exhibit,
Water Shapes Florida, on March 23, 2024
Dive in and explore Floridaâ€™s most valuable resource: water. This engaging exhibit tells the story
of the stateâ€™s fresh water, from the aquifers underground to the rivers and lakes to the clouds in
the sky. Enter a magical glass-bottom-boat theater, and ride, dive and fly through some of the
Sunshine Stateâ€™s most famous springs in a one-of-a-kind immersive experience.

Stroll through the iconic cave and surrounding habitat, updated with new stories, lights and audio to
offer a refreshed look at this Museum classic. Examine a lush hammock forest and encounter the
plants and animals that call it home. Learn more about the Floridan Aquifer, the source of most of
the stateâ€™s drinking water. Real objects and specimens from the collections showcase cultural
items linked to water and the biodiversity of these biomes, past and present. Explore more about
these unique sources of fresh water and see how people have been connected to them for
thousands of years. Guests can share what they love about Floridaâ€™s water and learn how to be
good stewards of this crucial resource.

An overview of the "Water Shapes Florida" exhibit.

Some of the exhibits include:

The Water Lab features real objects and specimens to give visitors a deeper look into Floridaâ€™s



The Water Lab features real objects and specimens to give visitors a deeper look into Floridaâ€™s
water and the aquifer below.

Visitors can traverse the limestone cave to gain insight on waterâ€™s role in natural processes

Visitors will join Captain Bill on a simulated ride in a glass-bottom-boat theater to visit local springs
and learn more about these unique environments.



The Recharge Lounge connects visitors to current water issues using a mix of multimedia
experiences, interpretive graphics and hands-on displays.

Water Shapes Florida was made possible by the generous support of Museum donors and grants
and is sponsored in part by the 1923 Fund, Florida Division of Historical Resources, B.J. and Eve
Wilder Family Foundation Inc., Duke Energy Foundation, Felburn Foundation, Anne and John
Shermyen, Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida, Giovanna Holbrook, Jack Martin, PepsiCo
Foundation, Frances C. and William P. Smallwood Foundation and Rotary Club of Downtown
Gainesville

Downtown Gainesville Rotarians
MEMBER JOINED CLUB SERVICE TRF POI
John Anderson 4/1/2017 * PHF Brett Buell
Walt Barry 1/1/2003 PP 09-10 * PHF4 Pradeep Kumar
Shelby Bobbitt 9/21/2022 Sgt At Arms Diane Robar

Ed Book 2/1/2009 PP 13-14 AG
1,2,AG * BR PHF2 Ed Oehmig

Matt Bowman 12/1/2016 * PHF Walt Barry
Billy Brame 7/1/1976 PP (RCGG) * PHF+6 Neal Cohen
David Bridges 2/1/2019 *PHF Matt Bowman
Haydee Britton 03/8/2023 Marta Hartman
Brett Buell 9/1/2015 President Elect * PHF+1 John Anderson
Brenda Chamberlain 1/1/2019 PP 2021-22 *PHF Megan Olson
Neal Cohen 7/1/1989 * PHF3 Billy Brame

Billy Combs 4/1/1992 PP 97-98,
Treasurer * MD / BR PHF8 Greg Fleming

Pat Craddock 9/1/2006 PP 10-11 * MD @ PHF8 Al Losch
Michael Ekbladh 7 26 2023 Al Losch
Ed Emery 9/1/2015 * PHF Ray Snook

Stephanie Esposito 6/12/2020 President 2023-
24 *PHF Brenda Chamberlain

Chessie Flanders 4/1/2017 PP 19-20, AG 1,
AG2, AG * PHF Jennifer Reddish

Greg Fleming 3/1/1994 PP 05-06 * PHF3 Billy Combs
Megan Forbes 1/1/2001 PP 04-05 * BR @ PHF6 Joe Lowry Jr.
Dan Frowick PP 94-95 MD/HM n/a
April Green 6/21/2023 Jim Skiles
Scott Hansis 2//2023 John Sanchez
Marta Hartmann 05/2021 Director Marina Jordan
Becky Hunt 1/1/1996 * PHF7 Diane Robar
Jim Islam 9/1/1990 PP 95-96 * MD PHF8 Joe Lowry Sr.
Steve Jeppson 5/11/2022 Sgt at Arms Jim Skiles
Marina Jordan 2/1/2019 *PHF Diane Robar
Pradeep Kumar 5/1/2018 *PHF+1 David Bridges
Judy Locascio 3/1/2002 * PHF+6 Robert Taylor

Al Losch Jr. 4/1/1992 PP 00-01 LEOM * MD @ BR
PHF8 Pat Craddock

Joe Lowry Jr. 12/1/2004 PP (08-09) (17-
18)Director * BR @ PHF6 Megan Forbes

Joe Lowry Sr. 7/1/2013 * MD PHF8 Jim Islam
Clay Martin 11/1/2016 * PHF John Sanchez
Rob Oglesby 5/1/2010 PP 14-15 * MD / BR PHF8 Bob Robar
Megan Olson 2/1/2019 Secretary *PHF+1 Brenda Chamberlain
Cheryl T. Poe 1/1/2007 PP 15-16 * BR PHF6 Becky Hunt
Perry Pursell 6/1/2008 PP 12-13, * PHF3
Bob Robar 11/1/1991 PP 01-02 * MD @ PHF8 Perry Pursell

Diane Robar 10/1/2014 PP 2020-21; AG
1, 2, ,AG * PHF+1 Marina Jordan



1, 2, ,AG
Ben Rowe (d.) n/a Charter President * MD n/a
Lauri Schiffbauer 8 11 2021 Brenda Chamberlain

Jim Skiles 12/1/1998 PP 03-04;
Speakers,director

* MD @ BR
PHF8 Tom Sumrall

Carl Smart 3/1/2019 IPP, 2022-23, *PHF Zachary West
Ray Snook 4/1/2012 PP16-17 AAG * PHF3 Cheryl Poe
Zachary West 11/1/2013 * PHF Carl Smart
Leslie Wooten 10/1/2023 PHF3

* Paul Harris Sustaining Member ($25 per
quarter)
PHF Paul Harris
Fellow
(for every $1,000 gift to The Rotary Foundationâ€™s Annual Fund, PolioPlus or an
approved Foundation grant)
@ Foundation Benefactor (provides for TRF at least $1,000 in
estate plan)
! Paul Harris Society (Members who agree to contribute $1,000 or more annually to TRF)
MD Major Donor to The Rotary Foundation (combined giving
reaching $10,000)

Italic Name Board of
Directors
BR Ben Rowe Rotarian of the
Year
POI The person of interest is the Rotarian each member is charged to keep track of,
representing the club to that person.
Bold Name Charter
Member 9/18/1990

Club Information
Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville, Florida #27544
Chartered September 18, 1990
Charter President J. Ben Rowe

We meet on Wednesdays at Noon at the
Paramount Grill,
12 SW First Avenue
Gainesville, Florida

Club Website: https://downtowngainesvillerotary.org/
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