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Last Thursday night was a night to remember. 

We honored six amazing individuals who work 

tirelessly in the background to help improve the 

lives of countless people in our community. 

Steve Crosby was our gracious host for the 

evening. Thank you Steve for putting together 

this years Local Heroes-it was a fantastic group 

of honorees and we truly are TBRCITW!  

Local Heroes recognized and honored: 

Scott Hetzinger, Lend an Ear, those in need of 

hearing aids but unable to afford them.  

Presented by Rotarian Dr. Chistine Ng.  

Lyn Gabrielsen, unwavering volunteer  

commitment to local schools. Presented by 

Rotarian Kelly Barrera. Cody Langley, a high 

school student honored for leading by example. 

Presented by Rotarian Steve Crosby. Bill and JoAnn Lee, long-time faithful commitment 

to local community service. Presented by Rotarian Jack Parker. 

Lori Richards, long term leader of BEAM. Daughter accepted on behalf of Lori.  

Presented by Rotarian Clare Berry. 

Invocation:  

Emily Rhodin 

Pledge: Toni  

Boudreaux-Godwin 

 Vol. 44 No. 3 

Rotary Rote Published Weekly 

by the Rotary Club of PVB 

 We are a Membership Organization that does Service  

not just a Service Organization that has Members  

June 1st Program:  

 

Alan Verlander founded Airstream Ventures, a unique sports  

marketing and event company that delivers first-class, impactful 

events and opportunities that change communities and lives. 

He is a servant leader who always places his faith and  

relationships at the core of his business and life. He currently  

directs all projects of the company including High School 9:12, a 

non-profit initiative committed to the success of Jacksonville-area 

students in academics, sports and life and a variety of sports 

events, music festivals and all tourism partnerships. 

With more than 28 years as a sports executive, Alan has led and 

worked some of the nation's largest events including four NCAA 

Basketball Tournaments, Davis Cup Tennis, Navy vs. Notre Dame 

Football game, Gator Bowl, Spartan Races, Florida vs. Georgia Football Game, US Men’s 

and Women’s National Team Soccer matches, plus many more. 

He has led a variety of sports organizations over the last 17 years, including working as the 

Senior Associate Athletic Director at Samford University, Executive Director of Sports and 

Entertainment for the City of Jacksonville, and the Chief Executive Officer of the  

Jacksonville Sports Council. ?From 2005-2012, Verlander served as the Director of  

Athletics at Jacksonville University. During that time, JU athletics enjoyed one of the most 

successful periods in its history, winning a record 41 championships in different sports, 

raising more than $15M to improve athletic facilities and maintaining a student-athletes 

grade point average in excess of 3.0. 

Alan is a graduate of The Bolles School in Jacksonville, where he was a baseball  

teammate of MLB Hall of Famer Chipper Jones. He also played baseball at Samford  

University, where he earned a B.A. in Speech Communications, and he later received a 

Master’s Degree in Strategic Communication and Leadership from Seton Hall University.  

Alan has four grown daughters and one grandson.  
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 Every Member, Every Guest, Every Meeting  

June Speakers & Upcoming Events 

June 1st: Alan Verlander, Airstream Ventures 

June 8th: Secretary Cord Byrd, Estate of the Arts 

June 15th: Billy Wagner, Awards/Big Check! 

June 22nd: Beyond the Business Card/ Paul Harris and 

Rotaract presentations 

June 25th: 40th Anniversary of TBRCITW at Palm Valley  

Outdoors 1p-4pm 

June 29th: Club Assembly  

*Board meetings are from 7:30-8:30am and red  

badgers are encouraged to attend!   

 

 

 

If you still  

have you round  

Rotary badge please  

notify Vince Grassia 

ASAP.  

Mark your  

calendar for the 

16th annual  

HEAL Surf 

Camp  

June 13th and 14th from  

8:30-11:30am in Neptune Beach. 

Want to learn more click here!  

Beyond the Business Card is back!  

Join us June 22nd for a morning  event 

that will take your networking skills to 

the next level.  

http://www.pvbrotary.org
http://www.rotarydistrict6970.org
http://www.rotary.org
http://www.ryeflorida.org
http://www.ryeflorida.org
http://www.beachesrotaract.org
https://www.healautismnow.org/surfcamp

