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Leading with peace
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By Olayinka Hakeem Babalola, 2019-20 RI Vice President and 2018-20

Rotary International Director

have been involved with Rotary for more than 40 years, beginning

as a Rotaractor in 1983 and transitioning to a Rotarian in 1993. My

journey in peacebuilding started from two fronts: my deep

commitment to community service and my involvement in Rotary’s

structured peace initiatives. As a member of the Rotary Club of Trans

Amadi, Port Harcourt, Nigeria, in District 9141, I have held numerous

leadership positions including as club president, district governor, and

past Rotary International director.

My passion for peacebuilding was sparked during my university days in Nigeria where we leveraged

Rotaract to implement community improvement projects. This passion was further awakened when I

became a regional Rotary Foundation coordinator (RRFC). In this role, I realized that while Rotary’s focus

areas were being addressed, peacebuilding was not as actively engaged by Rotarians. This observation led

me to prioritize and advocate for more intensive peacebuilding activities within Rotary.

Through my role as an RRFC, I began to understand that many Rotarians and Rotary clubs were unsure

how to engage in peacebuilding. They often lacked the necessary skills and capacity. To address this, I

connected Rotary Peace Fellows with their respective districts to share their expertise and experiences.

These interactions were crucial in demystifying peacebuilding and demonstrating practical ways Rotarians

could contribute to this important cause, knowing that for more than 25 years, Rotary members have been

investing in the Rotary Peace Centers program. Because of that commitment, more than 1,800 Rotary

Peace Fellows have been trained through our peace centers to work in peace and development across the

globe.
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During this journey and hunger for learning more, I

became a Rotary Positive Peace Activator. This program,

developed by Rotary International in partnership with

the Institute for Economics and Peace, emphasizes the

eight pillars of Positive Peace. These pillars provide a

comprehensive framework for creating an environment

where peace can flourish. I was invited to the East Africa

Positive Peace Activators program as a guest and that

inspired us to start the expansion of the program to

West & Central Africa cohort, where I was trained and

became a Rotary Peace Activator.

During my involvement with the Rotary Peace Center at

Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda, I’ve had the

privilege of engaging with Rotary Peace Fellows. These

fellows undergo extensive training and return to their

communities to implement Social Change Initiatives,

later sharing their progress and challenges. This hands-

on approach is vital in fostering a practical

understanding of peacebuilding.

On a personal level, my engagement with the Positive

Peace framework has profoundly influenced my

interactions and leadership style. For instance, in my

community, we applied the framework to understand and address issues such as school absenteeism,

which was linked to unsafe routes frequented by drug dealers. By addressing the root causes, we created a

safer environment for students, working with neighbors and understanding local governance.

My journey in peacebuilding with Rotary has been one of continuous personal and professional learning

and active engagements. Rotary projects provide training that fosters understanding and provides

communities with the skills to resolve conflicts and I believe that building capacity for peacemaking at every

level is crucial and more needed than ever before.

I am optimistic about the future and remain committed to creating a world where everyone has the

opportunity to thrive.

For more insights into my journey and Rotary’s peacebuilding initiatives, explore these pages on Rotary.org:

Rotary Peace Fellowships; Rotary Positive Peace Program.
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discussion on the Pillars of Positive Peace.
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