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Get Involved! 
Lots of opportunities and committee jobs to 
help you get engaged and involved. 
Reach out to Jula Babbitt or Suzie DeBusk to 
discuss how you can best use your skills! 

The Eco Friendly 
Rotary Club 
Newsletter 

 

www.EcoFriendlyRotary.org 
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SPEAKERS 
July 23—PP Denise de Prouw—
Scotland 
July 30—Marcy Ullom—Kiss the 
Ground Documentary 
Aug 6—Kayla Manning: The Magic 
of Rotary   

WE NEED SPEAKERS!  Help us find 
folks to present to us! 

Solar energy expands access to health care 
By Etelka Lehoczky  

From Rotary Magazine July 2024 Edition 
A lot of babies are born at the Alokpatsa Community-Based Health Planning and Services 
compound, a health center in eastern Ghana. And for years, a lot of those babies were 
born in the dark. 
 
“We didn’t have any power. What we had were lamps and candles,” says Nelson Addy, a 
former facility team leader at the center in the Oti region. “When the woman delivering 
had a tear and we wanted to suture, we found it very difficult. We had to strain our eyes 
with our phone [flashlights] to do the suturing.” 
 
That changed when the Rotary Club of Accra-Spintex, of the Greater Accra region of Gha-
na, installed a new solar power system at the center. The project included a complete 
rewiring and, crucially, plenty of lights. 
 
“In the surgical ward, we made sure there would be no need for them to use [phone] 
lights,” says Nortse Amarteifio, the president of the Accra-Spintex club, whose solar com-
pany donated labor and some materials for the $21,000 installation. “We also put in solar 
streetlights all around the compound and on the street in front of the hospital.” 
 
One of the first mothers to give birth after the installation was so delighted with the up-
grades, Addy says, she used “Solar” as the name for one of her children. “It felt like it was 
all planned by nature for the child to see the first light installed in Alokpatsa,” he says. 
 
Solar solutions 
Solar energy previously had powered the Alokpatsa health center, but that system was 
no longer working. Clinic staff members were excited for the return of a solar system. The 
Alokpatsa installation is one of numerous Rotary projects using solar power to improve 
access to health care around the world. In the past dozen years, Rotary clubs have in-
stalled solar power systems in health centers in Nepal, Haiti, Pakistan, Mexico, Armenia, 
India, and many African countries — and there’s much more to do. An estimated 1 billion 
people in lower-income countries are served by health facilities that lack reliable electric-
ity or have no electricity at all, according to a 2023 report by the World Health Organiza-
tion. In sub-Saharan Africa, only half of hospitals have reliable electricity. Extreme weath-
er, often connected to climate change, is exacerbating the problem, increasing energy 
costs and damaging power grids. 

Continued on Page 2 

WATCH FOR July 30 Meeting—Kiss the Ground Documentary 
Our speaker on July 30 will be Marcy Ullom, who is very involved at high levels in Rotary.  
She is a member of a virtual club in the district south of ours (Miami area) and has some 
ideas about collaborating and helping grow our club and involvement.  Meanwhile, she will 
be facilitating a discussion of a documentary called Kiss the Ground.  It’s from 2020 and 
about reversing Climate Change.  You can watch it on Netflix free if you have a subscription 
or AppleTV/Amazon Prime/Google Play for $3.99.   

mailto:rotaryclub2nv@gmail.com
mailto:suzie@dragonpoint.com


The recording of the meeting from last 
week is here:  

Last week’s meeting video 

To attend this week’s meeting, go here: 
Weekly Meeting Zoom Link – Eco Friendly Rotary 
Meeting ID: 812 6839 5230 
Passcode: 6930 
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Rotary Web Sites 

 Eco Friendly Rotary Club 

 Rotary Leadership Institute 

 District 6930 Web Site 

 Rotary International 

 Rotary E-Club One 

 Rotary Shirt/other items 

 Rotary Fellowships 

 Eco Friendly Rotary Shirts 

 Eco Friendly Rotary Facebook 

Other ways to help! 

 Don’t forget to join Treekly—Let’s turn our footsteps into forests. Download the Treekly 
app and join our group 'Eco Friendly Rotary'.   https://bit.ly/treekly  Group code: T-
YQZXV 

 Join ESRAG—Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group—It’s FREE!! 

• ESRAG Info:  https://esrag.org/ 

• ESRAG Oceania:  https://esragoceania.org/ 

• Membership:  https://esrag.org/membership/ 

 #IFixThePlanet 

Continued from Page 1—Solar Energy 
“Off-grid health facilities need to have access to clean, reliable energy solutions,” says Luciana 
Mermet, who works for the United Nations Development Programme as the manager of the 
Global Fund Partnership and Health Systems Team, HIV and Health Group. “And we’re not talk-
ing only about solutions in rural areas. Urban areas can also have unreliable power grids. If you 
don’t have affordable and sustained energy access, you will have situations where you’re deliv-
ering [babies] in candlelight or where you’re unable to refrigerate the health commodities you 
need to provide care.”  
 
Women giving birth in rural areas are among the most affected by such inadequacies, accord-
ing to the WHO report. It was this problem that galvanized Annie Ninyesiga, president of the 
Rotary Club of Bwebajja, Uganda, to get a solar system installed at a rural health center in her 
country. Her club secured a Rotary Foundation global grant in partnership with the Rotary Club 
of Aarau, Switzerland, to pay for the $76,000 maternal and child health project, which also 
provided medical equipment, an ambulance, and training for health workers, village health 
team members, and traditional birth attendants.  
 
“This center serves a very big population in hard-to-reach areas,” Ninyesiga says. “We thought 
it was important that the people have access to, at least, the basic maternal and child health 
support.” She adds that solar is superior to the area’s hydroelectric power grid. “The hydroe-
lectric power is not reliable. It’s on and off,” she says.    Read more here >>>>> 

https://youtu.be/VFkfcAtsufE
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81268395230?pwd=K0t0L2NUcjNiVHErNytwLzhlWjdudz09
https://ecofriendlyrotary.com/
http://www.rlitraining.org/
https://www.rotary6930.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://www.rotaryeclubone.org/
https://www.bestclubsupplies.com/
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships
https://stores.spaceshirts.com/rotary_eco_friendly_club/shop/home
https://www.facebook.com/EcoFriendlyRotaryClub
https://bit.ly/treekly
https://esrag.org/blog/2023/04/10/launch-your-climate-action/
https://esragoceania.org/
https://esrag.org/membership/
https://www.undp.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://www.rotary.org/en/solar-energy-expands-access-health-care
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Red Ranger Came Calling—Bike in tree in 1939—Michael Holliday went to Vashon Island and found the tree with the bike last 
week.   The tree is engulfing the little boy’s, The Red Ranger, bike.  In a few more years, it will be completely gone!  Sad!  Thanks, 
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Mountain goat with baby - @hilarybralove 

The photos below are from a deepsea expedition  in a Pacific Mining Zone.  Read more about it here:. 

American Pika  - @hilarybralove 

Morning Prairie dog prayer ritual! - @hilarybralove Newly fledged Great Horned Owl - @hilarybralove 

A Barbie-pink sea pig saunters along the seafloor 
Photo: SMARTEX Project/NERC 

A transparent deep-sea creature called a unicumber 
Photo:  NHMDeepSea Group/Natural History Museum, UK 

https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/02/world/new-species-pacific-deep-sea-mining-zone-scn/index.html
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mailto:ebizzle@princesscruises.com?subject=Rotary%20ITHF%20Celebration%20Cruise
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