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April 29, 2024 - Hall County Judges Panel

Judge John Breakfield
John Breakfield was elected to Hall County State Court in 2016 in a contested elect ion and re-elected in 2020. As a
judge, he handles both civil and criminal jury trials, arraignments, legal motions, non-jury trials, bond hearings, probat ion
revocat ions, and various other legal matters. Judge Breakfield has presided over 65+ jury trials.

On the statew ide leadership level, he is a member of the Execut ive Committee of the Georgia Council of State Court
Judges, the District Chair for his region, and on the Legislat ive Affairs Committee. In these roles, he assists the Council
of State Court Judges on administrat ion, policy, and recusal appointments.

Prior to taking the bench, Judge Breakfield owned and managed his own law firm and handled both civil and criminal
matters for individuals and small businesses. He also served as the prosecutor for the City of Gainesville Municipal Court,
Assistant City Attorney for the City of Gainesville, and taught paralegal classes at the University of North Georgia.

Prior to law school, Judge Breakfield was a Taco Bell manager where he learned the importance of customer service and
hard work. Judge Breakfield lives in Flowery Branch w ith his w ife Astrid and their two wonderful sons.

Judge Brian Heck
Brian Heck has been an Associate Magistrate Court Judge since January 2022. Prior posit ions include Vice President and
General Counsel for a lawn and garden distributor, Owner/attorney of Heck Law Firm, Assistant Hall County Solicitor
General, Staff Attorney for Honorable Clint Bearden (Superior Court Judge for Hall and Dawson Counties), Assistant
District Attorney in Hall County.

He earned a bachelorâ€™s degree in history from LaGrange College and a law degree from At lantaâ€™s John Marshall
Law School.

Judge Heck and his w ife Emily have two daughters: Olivia and Lindsey.

Judge Patty Laine
Patty Laine was born and raised in Gainesville, Georgia. After graduat ing from Gainesville High School, she earned a
bachelorâ€™s degree in polit ical science from Furman University and a law degree from the University of Georgia School
of Law. She then spent 2 years as a law clerk/staff attorney for the 5 Superior Court judges in the Ocmulgee Judicial
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of Law. She then spent 2 years as a law clerk/staff attorney for the 5 Superior Court judges in the Ocmulgee Judicial
Circuit  before spending 10 years pract icing law in Gainesville. In 2012, she was elected Probate Court Judge and was
reelected in 2016 and 2020.

Judge Laine is committed to her community and volunteers through various organizat ions, including being a troop leader
for Girl Scouts of Historic Georgia for the past 16 years and through her church, St. Paul United Methodist. She is also a
member of the Northeastern Circuit  Bar Associat ion and is involved w ith leadership in the Council of Probate Court
Judges of Georgia. She is past chair of the Council of Probate Court Judges Training Council and current ly serves as Vice
President of the Council of Probate Court Judges. In 2022, Judge Laine was named Outstanding Probate Judge of the
Year by the Council of Probate Court Judges and, in 2023, was given the Special Recognit ion Award by the Council.

Judge Laine and her husband Jesse have 2 adult daughters.

Judge Alison Toller
Alison W. Toller is a judge for the Northeastern Judicial Circuit  Juvenile Court in Georgia. She was appointed to the
bench by a panel of superior court judges in 2014, filling a vacancy created by the ret irement of the Hon. Cliff L. Jolliff.
Prior to her appointment, Toller was an attorney at the Weaver Law Firm in Gainesville, a posit ion to which she was
selected in 2013.

Toller earned a bachelorâ€™s degree in economics and polit ical science from Emory University in 1996. She then
completed a J.D. at Georgia State University College of Law in 1999.

After graduat ing from law school, Toller began her legal career as an assistant solicitor general for the DeKalb County
Solicitor-Generalâ€™s Office in 2000. However, her t ime there was brief. Later that year, she moved to Hall County,
where she joined the Hall County District Attorneyâ€™s Office as an assistant district attorney.

Judge Jason Deal
Jason J. Deal was appointed Judge of the Superior Court of the Northeastern Judicial Circuit  of Georgia by Governor
Sonny Perdue effect ive June 22, 2005, and ran unopposed for re-elect ion to the post in 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, and
2022. Deal became the presiding Judge of the Hall County Drug Court in January 2006 and started the Dawson County
Treatment Court (Drug/DUI) in July 2006. The Dawson County Treatment Court now includes DUI, Drug and Mental
Health tracks. In 2013, Deal started the Hall County Probat ion Drug Court. Today Deal shares dut ies w ith Judge Clint
Bearden in the Hall County Drug Court. Deal presides over Alpha Track and Bearden presides over Bravo, and Charlie
Tracks. Deal also served as the first chairman of the Georgia Council of Accountability Court Judges from 2015 to 2017.
He was a member of the Governorâ€™s Criminal Just ice Reform Council from 2012 to 2018 and the Georgia Criminal
Just ice Coordinat ing Council from 2015 to 2017. In 2017, Deal received the Emory Findley Award from the Georgia
Council of Superior Court Judges. He formerly served as Chair of the Accountability Courts Committee of the Council of
Superior Court Judges and on the Supreme Courtâ€™s Just ice for Children and Families Committee. In February 2024,
Deal became the Chief Judge of the Northeastern Judicial Circuit .

Prior to becoming a Superior Court Judge, Deal served as District Attorney of the Northeastern Judicial Circuit  from May
1, 2002, unt il June 2005. While serving as District Attorney, he was involved in the planning and implementat ion of the
Hall County H.E.L.P. court and served on the Georgia Crime Information Center Advisory Council. He also previously
served as a Magistrate Judge in Hall County, and as an Assistant District Attorney for Hall and Dawson Counties. As an
ADA, Deal received the 1999 Work Horse of the Year award. Deal also worked as an associate in the Dawsonville branch
office of the firm Fox, Chandler, Homans, Hicks & McKinnon and served as County Attorney for Dawson County.

Deal is a long-t ime resident of Hall County, having graduated from North Hall High School. Deal obtained a Bachelor of
Science degree from Furman University and his law degree from the University of Georgia. Deal also served honorably as
an act ive-duty infantry officer in the United States Army.

Deal is the son of former Governor Nathan and Sandra Deal. He is married and has three children. He is a member and
past deacon of the First Bapt ist Church of Gainesville, Georgia. Deal works on his small catt le farm in his spare t ime.
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Midland Music Fest 2024

CHECK OUT THE MIDLAND MUSIC FEST PROMOTIONAL VIDEO!

[This video is for internal club report ing only. The Rotary Club of Gainesville claims no ownership over the copyrights in
this video. This video features materials protected by the Fair Use guidelines of Sect ion 107 of the Copyright Act. All
rights reserved to the copyright owners.]

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w4gTG7EGVAWsocpyNjOExFD7j-W6P8r6/view


Get Involved with Midland Music Fest!
SPONSOR

Donâ€™t miss out on this wonderful sponsorship opportunity! Midland Music Fest would not be possible w ithout the
generosity of our sponsors each year.

Sponsor packages not only include advert ising across various platforms, but also an 8-person Event Table and VIP
Tickets for you and your guests. VIP T ickets include access to the VIP tent area, a catered meal, open bar (beer &
wine only), and 1 event t-shirt  per person.

For quest ions regarding sponsorship, please contact Tommy Howard.

LEARN MORE ABOUT SPONSORSHIP

SHARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

One of the most important ways that Rotarians can part icipate in this event is to share on social media.

Your support in sharing Midland Music Fest on social media promotes community engagement and has a major impact on
the success of this event. As Rotarians, we can showcase our dedicat ion to service by sharing w ith our networks.

LIKE, FOLLOW, SHARE ON FACEBOOK

VOLUNTEER

Volunteers are the backbone of putt ing on such a big event for our Rotary Club. Seeing the volunteer involvement at
Midland Music Fest the last two years has been amazing!

This is such a fun event to be a part of, and we hope everyone can come together again this year to make it  a huge
success! All volunteers receive VIP admission!

For quest ions about volunteering, please contact Chris Davis or Lindsay Allison.

SIGN-UP TO VOLUNTEER

ATTEND

The easiest way to part icipate in Midland Music Fest is to attend and invite your friends, family, and coworkers!

Featured art ists include: SkynFolks: The Authent ic Lynyrd Skynyrd Experience, Street Choir: A Van Morrison Tribute,
and local band, GoodFolk. T ickets are $30 presale and $35 at the door.

VIP T ickets are also available for individual purchase at $150 per person. This includes access to the VIP tent, a catered
meal, open bar (beer & w ine only), and 1 event t-shirt!

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS

LOCATION

We are so pleased to be host ing this year's event at The Arts Council's Smithgall Arts Center while the amphitheater is
being completed at the Midland Greenway. W ith such a beaut iful venue in the heart of Downtown, we know this year
w ill be a huge sensat ion!

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
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Birthdays
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Wedding Anniversaries
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Mailing Address:
PO Box 382

Gainesville, GA 30503
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