THE DAYBREAKER
July 21st, 2022
Today we had 15 in person and 8 Zoom attendees

This quarter all Happy Bucks will benefit Life Has No
Boundaries. Please be very happy to benefit this great
organization.

Service Opportunities: The Noon Club is having their next
quarterly Blood Drive on July 26 – see the email sent out
Wednesday, July 6 for the sign-up link
If you have interest in volunteering at Food Finders Food
Bank, please contact Larry Fisher

The Joyful Journey Mulch Crew

Invocation: Linc Perkins
VISITORS: Larry Fisher, proposed new member
PROGRAM: Tom Murtaugh ~ Tippecanoe County Update
Dave McGaughey introduced our speaker, who is a Lafayette native, having
graduated from Lafayette Jefferson and Wabash College. He has been active in local
government for many years as well as serving on several local boards.
Tom started by mentioning the news story yesterday of a potential $1.8 billion
investment in West Lafayette to build a semi-conductor plant. He noted the magnitude
of this in that the TOTAL assessed evaluation of West Lafayette at present is $1.1
billion! There are several hurdles yet to go, but this would be a real asset to the entire
community. Has also thanked his great partners on the council and went on to highlight
the major county projects:
1. Tippecanoe County Central Office – this was a $5M project to relocate many
county functions in the old YMCA building. At present it houses the Health
Department and the Extension Service, but still has much room for expansion.
2. Jail Administration Building – this project will provide space for storage of
evidence on the ground floor as well as a garage which can be used to inspect
seized vehicles for evidence. The upper floor will contain office space to free
space at the jail itself.
3. Community Corrections Expansion – this will provide space for programs as an
alternative to incarceration and hopefully help offenders get to a more positive
future.
4. Bridge 32 – this $4.5M project on Haggerty Lane had been in the planning stage
for several years and should be finished later this year. It was unfortunate that at
the last minute the state changed their plans and did a project on IN 38 at the
same time.
5. CR500N – This $3.8M project uses federal safety funds to lessen curves and a
dangerous intersection on this road. It will also include a number of retaining
structures and should be completed by this November.
6. Morehouse Road – this $10.7M project will provide a roundabout at Morehouse
and Kalberer and improvements on Morehouse Road to the north to allow for
further housing expansion.
7. Yeager Road - $6.9M to pave the area to the north of the end of pavement
presently and provide access for residential and industrial growth
8. CR450S/500E – this project will correct some difficult alignments of intersections
with US 52 south of the GE Engine plant. This will also open that area for
industrial growth
He then explained that the area received almost $39 million in ARPA funding from
the federal government that has to be spent for specific types of projects and

reported to the
federal
government.
At present the
County and
Lafayette and
West Lafayette
are planning:

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

1. $1.5M for a
Workforce
Development
and Attraction
program
2. $3M to look
at the ability to
replace the
passenger terminal at the Purdue Airport to make it usable for commercial air
transportation. This project could eventually have a $35M price tag.
$2M for a Housing Development program
$2M for the Wabash River Greenway project
$14.8M for a program with Tipmont REMC to provide high speed internet to
areas in the county not presently served, particularly to areas where Duke
Energy supplies electrical service.
$7.5M for several sewer projects, including projects in Americus and Clarks Hill
Development of access to the Steele Property across IN 38 from SIA. This has a
potential industrial client who could bring hundreds of high paying jobs to the
area. It would also provide for some drainage improvements on the property.
Dam Decommissioning – there are actually 2 roads in Tippecanoe County that
act as dams, the Marsh Lake Dam and Pretty Prairie Dam. Both of these are
failing and need to be removed and turn the ponds back into free-flowing
streams. This will cost $4.39M

The County is also planning on working with Lafayette and West Lafayette to build a
new Humane Society for Greater Lafayette. This will be on the site of the old
Extension office and will use part of this building but add kennels and office space
for a much-improved facility. The gardening area around this site will be preserved.
Ed Lausch had been good enough to take pictures of our transition ceremony on
June 30, but the pictures were lost in transmission. Once Ed returned from his
Alaska trip he was good enough to resend them, so we can now share the events of
June 30. On that date we installed our new President, Rob Malnight, PresidentElect Diann Robinson and our new Treasurer, Bill Lapcheska as well as new
Directors Dean Huddleston and Chris Campbell. We also thanked Gerard Benner
for his 12 years of service as Treasurer.

Incoming President Rob presents Outgoing President Linc a plaque honoring
his year of service

Unfortunately at that point things hit a snag as the plaque falls out of its box!
But all is well as Linc saves the day!!

And the plaque survives!

Our newly installed officers and directors

Rob presents Linc with his Past-President’s Pin

Linc presents outgoing Treasurer Gerard with a certificate and a donation from
the Club to Joyful Journey in thanks for his years of service

Thought of the Week: The future depends on what you do today.
— Mahatma Gandhi
Trivia Question for the week: What is the country’s oldest roadside
attraction?
Answer from last week’s trivia question: The hottest official temperature
in the world was recorded in which location?
The world record for the highest temperature ever officially
recorded is 134.0°F (56.7°C). According to Guinness World
Records, Greenland Ranch (now Furnace Creek) in Death
Valley, California holds this crown and achieved this global
high on July 10, 1913. Death Valley was reinstated as the
holder of this record in 2012, after the World Meteorological Organization
disqualified the long-cited 136.4°F (58°C) mark claimed by El Azizia in Libya.
The air temperature of the aptly named Furnace Creek in Death Valley
reaches a staggering average daily high of 115°F making Death Valley one
of the hottest places on Earth.
UPCOMING PROGRAMS:
July 28 – (Dave Mecklenburg) – watch for details with announcement
Wednesday
August 4 – Karah Rawlings - Wolf Park
August 11 – (Brian Pohlar)
August 18 – Jack Kerman - District Treasurer
August 25 – (John Polles)
September 1 – (Matt Salsbery)
September 8 – (Carl Schwamberger)
September 15 – John Hughey – Long Center and Lafayette Theatre
September 22 – Raquel Lopez – Civic Theater of Greater Lafayette
October 6 – District Governor Visit

