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District Governor
Connie Walsh

Dates To Remember

A fun and engaging journey has begun as I travel
throughout our District, visiting clubs! Meeting
members for the first time and reengaging with
others is so energizing. The various service projects, social events, and times of fellowship are
heartwarming. Individual members of our clubs
are the heart and soul of Rotary International,
and your Rotary service is appreciated. You have
all been so kind and gracious, and I look forward
to continuing my District Governor 2022–2023 road trips!

Aug. 26 – Memorial Service
information for District Conference
deadline

Impact starts with our members. We unite and take action to create lasting
change across our communities and across the globe. August is Membership and New Club Development Month. At club meetings in communities across the globe, our people of action come together to strengthen
connections to friends and neighbors and their commitment to improving
lives. We want to not only sustain our clubs but grow our clubs so that we
can continue the great things we are doing as well as generate new ideas.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or District Membership Chair Mary
Hodson with your thoughts and ideas for our District.

2022 Zone
Conference:
Pathways to Our
Future
Conference in
Chattanooga, TN

I hope to see you at the District Conference Sept. 16–17 at the Holiday
Inn in Champaign. The conference committee has been hard at work creating an energetic, engaging time of fellowship and networking. I encourage us all to get together and share our dreams and possibilities for this
next year.
Don’t miss this great opportunity to have a fantastic time as we Imagine
Rotary!
Blazing Trails Together in Rotary,
Connie Walsh
District Governor 2022–23
Rotary International District 6490

Aug. 26 – Club baskets for District
Conference Auction deadline

Sept. 1 – District Grant applications
deadline
Sept. 9 – Registration deadline for
District Conference

Join Senior Rotary Leaders for an
“Ask Me Anything” moderated
session on their leadership journeys
and insights along the way at Zones
30 & 31, The Emerging Leaders
Program on Friday, Sept. 30. The
conference continues through
Sunday morning, Oct. 2.
For additional information: 2022
Conference | Rotary Zones 30-31
(rizones30-31.org).

Rotary District Conference
Register Now! •
Sept. 16–17, 2022
Saddle up your horses;
we’re blazing trails!
We hope that you can
join us for the District
Conference to be held
Sept. 16–17 at the
Holiday Inn, 101
Trade Center Drive,
Champaign.
We are planning an inspirational, informative, and fun
conference with keynote speakers, interactive breakout
sessions, House of Friendship, and a silent basket auction
(all proceeds going to PolioPlus). This will be a great
opportunity to reconnect and meet others in person as we
Imagine Rotary, Blazing Trails!
We hope to see you for the entire one-and-a-half-day
conference, but we have also included some flexible options. We’re offering lunch and/or dinner registrations
and a one-day option for Saturday. We hope to see you
there.

Polio Plus Basket Auction
The Rotary District 6490
Basket Auction for PolioPlus will be held online
from Sept. 9 to 17. We are
asking each Rotary club to
donate a theme basket or
other items for the auction.*
Please email a picture of
your club’s basket and the
following information to Janet Ellis-Nelson at
janetnelson1994@gmail.com on or before Aug. 26.
We would like clubs to bring their baskets to the
District Conference at the Holiday Inn in Champaign on Sept. 16 so they can be displayed during
the conference. Each club will be responsible for
getting their basket to the winning bidder after the
conference if the winner is not in attendance at the
conference.
*Clubs may donate single items or gift certificates
instead of a basket.
Club Name:
_________________________________________

District Conference Schedule of Events

Estimated Basket Value: $___________________

District Conference Registration Deadline:
Friday, September 9

This basket includes: (Please list the contents of the
basket.)
_________________________________________

Click here for schedule.

Register here for the conference.
Rooms are available on Thursday, Sept. 15, and Friday,
Sept. 16, at the Holiday Inn, 101 Trade Center Drive until
Sept. 1 at the rate of $99.99 for double queens. Please
contact the Holiday Inn at 217-398-3400 for reservations.

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_______________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

District 6490
Memorial
Service

Club Name____________________________

We would like to recognize all
Rotarians who have passed
away since September 2021 (the last in-person District
Conference) during our District Conference on Friday,
Sept. 16.

Number of Years in Rotary________________

Please send a picture and the following in-formation to
Janet Ellis-Nelson at janetnelson1994@gmail.com by
Aug. 26.

Rotarian’s
Name____________________________________
Year of Birth _______ and Death___________

Club or District Positions Held and Year(s)
______________________________________
______________________________________
Paul Harris Level (if applicable)____________
Occupation ____________________________

District Governor Connie Walsh Visits Clubs
Left: District Governor
Connie Walsh at the
Casey Rotary Club
meeting with club
members and Assistant
Governor Doug Bock.
Center: At the visit with
the Champaign-Urbana
Illini After Five Rotary
Club, there was a special
surprise visit by Sarah
Culberson (far right).
Sarah was featured in the
June 2022 Rotary
magazine in an article
titled “What It’s Like to Be
a Princess.” Sarah is the
sister of C-U Illini After
Five member Laura
Retallick (standing next to
Sarah).
Bottom left: District
Governor Connie Walsh
at the Decatur Rotary
Club visit with Assistant
Governor John Mahaffey
(left) and President Tim
Sadler.
Bottom right: District
Governor Connie Walsh
at the Effingham Sunrise
Rotary Club visit with
Assistant Governor Joe
Fearday (left) and
President Michael Wall.

Polio Stats (As of Aug. 10)
Wild Polio Virus Summary: The number of wild polio cases for 2022 as of Aug. 10 is 19. There was one in Afghanistan, 14 in Pakistan, and four in Mozambique.
The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 was six. There was one in Pakistan, one in Malawi, and four in Afghanistan.
The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 was 140.
There were 84 in Pakistan and 56 in Afghanistan.
New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week:
Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases: 0
Environment: 8
Others: 0
New circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses
(cVDPV) isolates reported this week:
AFP cases 36
Environment: 11
Others: 7
Headlines:
Summary of new polioviruses this week:
• Pakistan: seven wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case
• Madagascar: seven cVDPV type 1 (cVDPV1) positive environmental samples
• Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample
• Algeria: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
• DR Congo: Nine cVDPV2 cases
• Ghana: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
• Mozambique: one cVDPV1 case
• Yemen: 26 cVDPV2 cases
Afghanistan:
• No new WPV1 or cVDPV2 cases were reported this week. There has been one WPV1 case reported in 2022, and
four were reported in 2021. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 43.
Pakistan:
• No new WPV1 case was reported. There have been 14 cases reported in 2022. In 2021, the number of WVPV1 cases
was one, and the number of cVDPV2 cases was eight.
Mozambique:
• No case of WPV1 was reported this week. There are four WPV1 cases in the country. Reporting of these new cases
within a short time span indicates that intensified surveillance efforts are working in the province.
• Mozambique has implemented three immunization rounds using bivalent oral polio vaccine since the detection of the
first case from March. Assessments of these rounds show gradual improvements in quality, round to round, though
quality remains suboptimal in Tete province.
• A field investigation is ongoing in response to these latest cases, with focus on surveillance and to more clearly assess geographical scope of circulation, and to ultimately guide future response plans
• No cases of cVDPV1 were reported this week. There is one cVDPV1 case in the country this year.
Officially reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of Aug. 10:
WPV
Total global WPV1 cases in 2022: 19 (compared with two for the same period in 2021)
Total global WPV1 cases in 2021: six
cVDPV cases
Total global cVDPV cases in 2022: 223 (compared with 183 for the same period in 2021)
Total global cVDPV cases in 2021: 698

District Grants
Applications Due
on Sept. 1, 2022
Increase your club’s impact in your community or
around the world by applying for a District Grant in
this new Rotary year. Clubs may apply online for a
District Grant of up to $2,000 to fund small-scale,
short-term activities. A total of $45,000 is available
in District Designated Funds (DDF) this year for
District Grants.
Previous projects have supported Empowering Girls
initiatives, enhanced outdoor recreational areas, and
supported educational projects for students, and
helped those in need with diapers, bedding, and hygiene products. District Grants could focus on the
Empowering Girls initiative being promoted by Rotary International again this year. Think about ways
your club can work to improve the lives of girls by
collaborating with schools and organizations that
serve girls. Is there a project you can help your local
Girl Scout troop implement? Can you assist with
supplying feminine hygiene products to low-income
girls or offer programs to promote healthy lifestyles?
Are there STEM (science, technology, engineering,
math) projects that could increase access to information or encourage mentors who work in STEM
professions to partner with girls?
The District Grant application is available to download at www.rotarydistrict6490.org (DOC or PDF).
The District Grants Committee is looking for active
involvement by Rotarians in the proposed project.
Questions about a particular project should be directed to District Grant Chair Marlys Scarbrough,
scarbrou@illinois.edu. Be sure to verify with Marlys
that your application has been received by the Sept.
1 deadline. District Grants are funded with monies
from DDF. Money given by Rotarians in our district
to The Rotary Foundation three years ago is available for District Grants, Global Grants, PolioPlus, and
scholarships in the 2022–2023 Rotary year. Our donations allow us to increase our service to others,
and District Grants provide us with opportunities to
share our commitment to communities here and
abroad. Please give generously to The Rotary Foundation so that we may continue to support the good
work done by clubs here in Central Illinois and
around the globe.

Charleston Rotarians
Youth Exchange
Club Youth
Service Director Jim
Littleford
presented to
the Charleston Rotary
Club about
this year’s
Rotary Youth
Exchange
(RYE) involvement.
He credited
Bill Lair for
his ongoing
support of
the RYE
efforts and
announced that the Club will have one outbound student, Jamila
Amartey, to France and one inbound student, Tunchanok Sonthisawat, from Thailand. Tunchanok, 17, is expected to arrive in
Indianapolis on Aug. 11. Melanie Mills will be serving as
Tunchanok’s Youth Exchange Counselor. Tunchanok has interests in piano and singing. Michael and Amelia Heise will be hosting Tunchanok through December. Jim urged anyone with ideas
about families who might be willing to host RYE students to contact him or Bill Lair. Rich Wandling also encouraged hosting RYE
students, as families and students often develop friendships that
last a lifetime.

BN
Sunrise
Donates
to
Project
BloomingtonNormal Sunrise
Club donated
$1,000 to the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
(IPCF) to help
fund a sewing
project in Uganda.
Accepting the
check from Peggy
Hardy is IPCF Executive
Director Greg Meyer.

Welcome to
New Members!
Thank You to
Their Sponsors!
Ken Bunker, Arthur

Mark Rizzo, Eureka

John G. Calderon Sr.,
Champaign

Jim Rosenlund, Normal

Sandra Calderon, Champaign
Carol Dodd, Arcola

Dawn Smith, MetamoraGermantown Hills

Joe Sornberger, Newton
Lily Walton, Champaign

Donna Giertz, Champaign
Andrew Ryan
West
Weatherford, Decatur
Greg Koerner, Champaign

August Is Membership
and New Club
Development Month
Contact District Membership Chair Mary Hodson at
MaryFHodson@aol.com for assistance with attracting new
members, retaining current members, implementing
innovative club strategies, and beginning new clubs.

Newsletter Submissions
Submission deadline is the 20th of each month for the
following month’s newsletter. Note: The deadline for the
September issue will be September 2. Submit items for
future newsletters to Christine Walsh via email at
cwalsh1974@gmail.com. Please begin subject line with
“ROTARY NEWSLETTER.”

2022 Rotary
Heart2Heart
Project Mission
Nov. 9–17
Mexico City and
Guadalajara, Mexico
Trip Description
This fall will be the 12th group visit for the
Heart2Heart team to Mexico City and the first
trip to Guadalajara, Mexico. Participants will
arrive on Wednesday, Nov. 9, and return to
the United States on Thursday, Nov. 17.

BN Sunrise Holds Brats & Bags
The BloomingtonNormal Sunrise
Rotary Club held its
annual Brats & Bags
event on Aug. 5 on
Museum Square in
downtown Bloomington. The event,
which featured a brat
lunch and an evening
bags tournament,
raised more than
$20,000 for the
Midwest Food Bank,
Bloomington
Library, and Timber
Point Outdoor
Center.

Local Rotarians will provide a week of hospitality, and a project fair will be included on
the agenda to provide a full list of worthwhile
Rotary projects for consideration. Confirmed
project visits will be communicated closer to
the trip date.
Trip objectives include the following:
•

Network with Rotarians from Mexico to
share ideas and learn candidly about their
needs.

•

Give U.S. Rotarians the opportunity to
visit completed and in-progress matching
grant projects firsthand.

•

Provide U.S. clubs the opportunity to
partner with local Mexico clubs on prepackaged global matching grant projects.

Register by 8:59 a.m. Oct. 15.

Top right: BloomingtonNormal Sunrise members cook
brats.
Bottom right: Teams play in a
round-robin bags tournament.
Above: Peggy Hardy took the
leftover buns to Home Sweet
Home, and they were happy to
receive them.

Normal Club
Makes
Special
Presentation
In recognition and appreciation for
her work on the 2022 Scholarship
Banquet, Normal Rotary Club
President Ryan Fleming presented
Angie Bubon with 100 Paul Harris
Fellow Points.

