MARCH 2019
$50,000 to The Rotary Foundation
from D6490 ‘Match Points’
By Mike Hirschi
campaign
District Fundraising chair
In December 2018 and January 2019, D6490 Rotarians
donated $50,518 to The Rotary Foundation. Thirty-three
of the 47 clubs in D6490 participated. The highest club
contribution total was the Mattoon club at $8,868, or
$147.80 per member. The highest club contribution per
member was the Savoy club at $159.58 per member.
The top ten contributing clubs: Mattoon, $8,868; B-N
Sunrise, $6,075; Champaign West, $4,009; Champaign,
$3,920; Savoy, $3,830; Fairbury, $3,100; Rantoul,
$2,754; Mahomet, $2,400; Urbana, $1,620; and Decatur,
$918.
The top ten per-member clubs: Savoy, $159.58;
Mattoon, $147.80; Mahomet, $96.00;
Fairbury, $91.18; Rantoul, $88.84; Arthur, $49.00; B-N
Sunrise, $48.21; Robinson, $45.45; B-N Daybreak,
$44.21; and Sullivan, $31.81.
Clubs whose members provided points (as of 2/26):
Urbana, 13,270; Savoy, 4,855; Monticello, 3,100;
Mattoon, 3,000; Charleston, 2,000; Rantoul, 2000; and BN Sunrise, 1,000.
A few more points are needed to wrap everything up, so
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RI President-Elect speaker at
PETS luncheon in Effingham
A limited number of tickets are
available to hear Rotary
International President-Elect
Mark Maloney speak at a
luncheon during the PresidentElect Training (PETS)
weekend this month.
He will speak at 12:15 p.m.
RI President-Elect
Sunday, March 17 at the
Mark Maloney
Thelma Keller Convention
Center in Effingham.
Tickets may be purchased online with a credit
card – first come, first served.

To buy tickets: www.lolpets.org
if you have points you’d like to donate for that purpose,
please contact me at michaelchirschi@gmail.com .
If you would like to learn how to do your own club
match program, contact me via email.

Monticello ’nets’ $1,000 award
Monticello Rotary Club won
the $1,000 challenge for
District 6490’s net membership
increase for this past quarter.
The club had a net increase
of 13%, or 3 members.
On February 5, DG Arlene
Pennie and District
Membership Director Glenn
Harbin DMD visited the
Monticello Rotary Club for the
presentation of the $1,000
check to President Paul
Spangler (pictured).
The Gibson City Rotary Club
won the first quarter

Harbison, left, and Spangler

challenge. There are two quarters
left in the Rotary year. Will your
club be the next winner?
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my two cents worth
District Governor
Arlene Pennie
Great things are happening
in Rotary District 6490!
Thanks to Mike Hirshi for
leading a great Rotary
Foundation “Matching Points
Campaign.” More than
$50,000 was raised for the
The Rotary Foundation.
Thanks to everyone who
contributed. Good job!
Thanks also to the members
and clubs that contributed
points. We have several
clubs that will be presenting a
number of Paul Harris Fellow
and Paul Harris Fellow Plus
awards to their members.
The district will be hosting
an “Appreciation Dinner” on
April 12 for those Rotarians
who are Major Donors,
Bequest Society and Paul
Harris Society members (See
adjoining story). It will be a
fun evening. I feel it is
important to give back to
those who give the most.
Please continue to give. The
more we give to the
Foundation, the more that

District Governor
Arlene Pennie
1902 Quail Run Court
Normal, IL 61761
Office: (309) 452-3696
Cell: (309) 530-1559
Email: apennie@comcast.net

comes
back to our
district.
Let’s
continue to
strive to
meet our
goal of
$100 per person. If you are
not already a Bequest Society
member, please consider it.
RI President Barry Rassin
strongly encourages all clubs
to organize community
Rotaract clubs as they are the
future Rotarians. I am excited
to announce that our district
had two newly chartered
Rotaract clubs in February.
Thanks to Champaign West
for sponsoring Rotaract Club
of Champaign County and to
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise
for sponsoring the Rotaract
Club of Bloomington-Normal.
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Rotary for
becoming 114 years old on
February 23.

Rotary International website
www.rotary.org
Online Make-up
www.rotaryeclubone.org
District 6490 office
District 6490 PO Box 265
Downs, IL 61736
Jane.Chamberlain@ymail.com

‘Appreciation
Dinner’ scheduled
for April 12
Major Donors, Bequest Society
and Paul Harris Society
members, mark your calendars
for Friday, April 12!
In appreciation for your
generosity and support for The
Rotary Foundation, you are
invited to a district-sponsored
event with private dining at the
Silvercreek Restaurant in
Urbana.
The evening will begin with a
cocktail hour starting at 5:30
p.m. Additional details and
invitations will be sent soon.

Arcola switching
meeting location
By Winnie Stortzum

Arcola Sunrise Rotary Club
is no longer meeting at
Carriage Crossing Senior
Living. We are now meeting at
the Arcola Center on the
southwest corner of Main
Street and Rt. 45 in Arcola.
It's the large meeting facility
across the street from Casey's
General Store. Our meeting
at It'll Do Bar and Grill at the I57 exit is at 6 pm on the 4th
meeting of the month.

District Newsletter
Bill Wills: Billphyl@aol.com (309) 825-3541
District Facebook
https://wwwfacebook.com/RotaryDistrict6490/
Jen Kruger: Krugerata@att.net (217) 474-6944
District website
www.rotarydistrict6490.org
Jeanne Hamilton:
JeanneH@bloomingtonlibrary.org
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DISTRICT NEWS
District grants focus on health and wellness
By Heather Stoa
District Grants Chair

In our continuing series on District
Grants, two more community
projects using District Designated
Funds (DDF) are being featured this
month.
Paris Rotary Club’s District Grant
for $1,680 is assisting patients
facing trauma through the purchase
of eye-scan equipment. Eye
Movement Desensitization and
Reprocessing (EMDR) therapy is an
effective treatment that can help
with mental health issues that may
be experienced following combat,
assault or a severe accident. EMDR
therapy is a multiphase treatment,
and part of the therapy includes
tracking a patient’s eye movements
with eye-scan equipment.
The club is also using grant
money for training in Rosemont, IL.,
for a clinician from the Human
Resources Center for Edgar and
Clark Counties. Paris Rotarians are
raising additional funds to pay the
travel expenses for the individual
attending the EMDR training.
Rotarians will be giving a
presentation about EMDR at the
Human Resources Center of Edgar
and Clark Counties’ annual meeting
and will discuss how Rotary is
supporting mental health education
in the community.
Tuscola Rotary Club, in
collaboration with the Tuscola
School District, is helping children
adapt a healthy lifestyle. With the
$2,520 District Grant, the club is
buying software and a classroom
set of 25 watch-like devices that
track heart rate and activity level.
Additionally, a projector for the
gymnasium is being purchased so
PE teachers can monitor and
display each student's heart rate

and other
data. The
primary site
5th in series
is North
Ward
Elementary, but the software
and watches will be shared with
the middle and high school
physical education classes. The
aim is to provide a tool for
physical education teachers to
incorporate data-driven
analysis in teaching students
about activities that lead to
healthy heart rates. Instant
feedback will give students a
fun way to reach their wellness
goals.
Please consider a
contribution to The Rotary
Foundation to ensure continued
funding of humanitarian
projects important to our
communities. Half of donations
to The Rotary Foundation
Annual Fund from three years
ago came back to our district in

Eye-scanning equipment

2018-19 as District Designated
Funds. District 6490 is using the
DDF for District Grants, Global
Grants, a Vocational Training Team,
Scholarships and PolioPlus. This
year, District Governor Arlene
Pennie has allocated $50,000 in
DDF for District Grants.
It is not too early for clubs to begin
planning a District Grant for 201920! Guidelines and an application
form are available on the District
6490 website under Community
Service : http://www.directoryonline.com/Rotary/Accounts/6490/D
ownloads/0/DistrictGrants19-20.pdf .

New facilitators ready to help clubs

Fifteen leaders from District 6490 met on Saturday, Feb. 23, with Zone 31
Rotary Coordinator Rita Esterly, along with Lane Harvey and Jill Pietrusinski to
be trained to become Membership Facilitators of the new Membership Plan.
The team will be going out to all the clubs in our district in the next couple of
years to share the plan with the clubs. Since it was Rotary's 114th birthday,
we enjoyed birthday cake, said DG Arlene Pennie.
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New Rotarians
last month
Member Name

Club

Born, Tim (TIM)
Sponsor: Thomas O. Dawson

Champaign

Brumfield, Sally (SALLY)
Sponsor: Lyn Landon

Bl-N Daybreak

Crabill, Jeffrey V. (JEFF)
Sponsor: Brian Robert
Shoemaker

B-N Sunrise

Cronin, Melissa A (MELISSA)
Sponsor: Dennis Donaldson

Savoy

de Witte, Maarten (MAARTEN)
Sponsor: Cary Woolard

C-U Sunrise

Eisenhauer, Scott (SCOTT)

Rantoul

Fricke, Charles (CHUCK)
Sponsor: Kirby Rodgers

Lincoln

Howard, John (JOHN)
Sponsor: Lynn Schmit

Mahomet

Jefferson, Paul (PAUL)
Sponsor: Michael D. Johnson

Bloomington

Kirkton, Renae (RENAE)
Sponsor: Samuel P. Banks

Champaign

Lamb, Nick (NICK)

Champaign
(West)

Lamberti, Laura Lee (LAURA)
Sponsor: John R Tarvin

Bloomington

Livingston, Julia Roundtree
(JULIA)
Sponsor: Stephen M. Miller

Decatur

Martin, Jeffrey P (JEFFREY)
Sponsor: Anthony P. Corapi

Champaign

Martin, Mitchell (MITCH)
Sponsor: Kerry Hirtzel

Effingham

McCall, Kenna (KENNA)
Sponsor: Frank Titus

Gibson City

McCall, Mike (MIKE)
Sponsor: Frank Titus

Gibson City

McGee, Becky (BECKY)

Effingham
Sunrise

Monroe, Jill (JILL)

Urbana

Muster, Karl Frank (KARL)
Sponsor: Steve Hamburg

Champaign

Racioppi, Mary (MARY)
Sponsor: Cathy Rector

Champaign
West

Read, Nelly (NELLY)
Sponsor: Lyn Landon

B-N Daybreak

Royal, Ross (ROSS)
Sponsor: connie Rich

Fairbury

Segobiano, Cynthia Elaine
(CINDY)

B-N Sunrise

Seibring, Sue (SUE)
Sponsor: Cheryl A. Hussain

B-N Sunrise

Springer, Joseph W (JOE
SPRINGER)
Sponsor: John P. Mahaffey

Decatur

Thurmon, Mabel (MABEL)
Sponsor: W. Todd Salen

Champaign

Wahlfeldt, Tracy (TRACY)
Sponsor: Winnie Crowder

Champaign

Webb, David (DAVID)
Sponsor: Jon Rector

Champaign
West

Webb, Jesse (JESSE)
Sponsor: Cathy Rector

Champaign
West

Zaring, Douglas (DOUGLAS)

Effingham
Sunrise

31 new members since 01/01/19

First 2019 RLI will be March 30
By Cindy Guthrie
RLI Committee chair

Where can you get
an increased
understanding of
Rotary?
Where can you gain
valuable skills that impact your
leadership potential in both your
vocation and your club?
Where can you make new
contacts and get fresh ideas?
The answer: ROTARY
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
(RLI)
RLI is a grassroots leadership
development program designed
to strengthen Rotary clubs
through education, collaboration
and the exchange of ideas
among future leaders.
RLI is a three-part curriculum

facilitated by faculty
members who engage
participants through
open discussion,
problem solving and
creative role-playing.
District 6490 will
have the first RLI session on March
30, at Richland Community College,
Decatur.
The program begins at 8:30 a.m.
with registration starting at 8 a.m.
The institute ends at 3 p.m.
Refreshments and lunch are
included in the $50 registration fee.
Most clubs pay for their members.
To register go online at
http://www.hoa-rli.org/ no later than
Wednesday March 20, 2019. If
you have any questions, please
contact me at
district6490rli@gmail.com.

Challenge on for RYLA camp
By Roxanne Johnston
RYLA Committee chair

Arthur Rotary Club has
issued a challenge to the
rest of the district to try to
beat the number of
attendees for the upcoming
RYLA Camp. The camp will
be April 12-14 at the 4-H
Camp at Allerton Park near
Monticello. The camp forms
are on the district website
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1e
37LghPyIGzC7bbhWhLzEArd3wC
VuDGRPfj8EvlT20/viewform?ts=5c3d48f4&edit_r
equested=true .

The Arthur Club is sending
13 students to RYLA camp
this year. If you have any
children or grandchildren
who are sophomores and
you would like for them to go
to RYLA camp please
contact Roxanne Johnston,
camp director, at 217-714-

4322 or by email
at Roxanne.johnston@gmail.com
The Arcola Club is sending 4
sophomores, 5 juniors and 4 seniors.
All of last year’s sophomores are
returning. “It is truly the most amazing
camp and everyone should be so proud
we give these kids the opportunity to
improve many different skill sets. I
encourage anyone with time the 12-14
of April to stop by Allerton Park 4-H
camp to check it out”, states Tanya
Walker, Arthur Rotary Club.
We look forward to seeing the
students at camp.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
March 16-17 – Land of Lincoln PETS in
Effingham for Districts 6490, 6510, 6580 and
6560.
March 30 – Heart of America Rotary
Leadership Institute at Richland College,
Decatur
April 12 – Appreciation Dinner for Major
Donors, Bequest Society and Paul Harris
Society members. April 12-14 – RYLA at
Allerton Park near Monticello.
May 4 – District Assembly for club officers,
current and future. The Forum at Carle in
Urbana.
June 30 – District 6490 officer installation.
Oct. 18-20 – District 6490 Annual Conference
at DoubleTree by Hilton in Bloomington.

DEADLINES
District newsletter – First day of each month (Send to Bill Wills at Billphyl@aol.com)
District Facebook – Immediate (Send pictures in jpg format to Jen Kruger at Krugerata@att.net )
District Website – Anytime (Send archival information & forms to Jeanne Hamilton at
JeanneH@bloomingtonlibrary.org )
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CLUB NEWS
Lincoln Rotary salutes hometown heroes with street banners
By Kirby Rodgers

Lincoln Rotary Club partnered
with the City of Lincoln to
establish a veterans’ tribute
program to purchase and install
banners with pictures of our
local active duty servicemen and
women, veterans and deceased
veterans. Thirty-eight banners
were purchased and are to be
installed around the square and
in two local parks. The banners
will be hung in early March and
the Rotary club will hold a
ceremony to honor those
individuals and their families at
11 a.m. March 16 in Scully Park
near downtown Lincoln.
Sponsors and their families will
be in attendance.
The program was inspired by
Mrs. Carrie Pethy, mother of an
active servicewoman who
contacted Kirby Rodgers,
current president of the Lincoln
club, and asked if the club would
sponsor the program. A steering
committee was formed and the
City Council was asked to
partner. A Rotary District Grant
funded $1,680 and with $1,000

of seed money from Lincoln
Rotary Club, the details were
put into place. Sponsors
submitted applications and a
$ 50 fee. The committee
originally thought 25 banners
would be the goal when they
started in October. When the
final order was placed we had
38 requests approved. It is
the intent to hang the banners
for at least one year in the
town square and in both
Scully and Latham parks.
During the next year, the
committee will accept new
applications and when
banners are rotated out, the
present banners will be given
to the sponsors and their
families. The Rotary grant
and the Lincoln club’s money
subsidized the cost of the
original banners. The new
cost for submitting an
application and sponsor fee
will be $95. Applications can
be picked up at City Hall.
The program has become a
very positive addition to

Hometown Heroes banner hung from
street pole

downtown Lincoln. Rotary Club meets
every Wednesday noon in Lincoln
College Evans Student Center.
The steering committee consists of
Alderman Ron Keller, James
Harnacke, Carrie Pethy and Rotarians
Don Jordan, Bill Gossett and Kirby
Rodgers.

Champaign Rotarian receives Award of Merit from U of I
Carl Burkybile, a Champaign
Rotarian who led his club in the
largest international project
undertaken by any Rotary District
6490 club, will be among 4
people to receive the University
of Illinois College of Agricultural,
Consumer & Environmental
Sciences (ACES) Award of Merit.
He will receive the award at a
luncheon April 28 at the I-Hotel &
Conference Center, Champaign.

The award
is for alumni
who have
made a
significant
impact in
their careers
and
communities.
He earned a
bachelor’s degree in agriculture
and a master’s in vocational

education from the U of I. He
serves as a director of the nonprofit Healing Hands International
and Caring for Kenya, which also
participated in the Rotary project.
Carl was the driving force for
last year’s completion of a,
$194,000 water well project in
Eastern Kenya as part of a Rotary
Global Grant involving 10 Central
Illinois Rotary clubs, led by the
Rotary Club of Champaign.
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Newton Rotary donates $8,000 in name of wreck victim
By Louise Lybarger

Newton Rotary Club’s meeting
on Jan. 29 centered on Nick's
Race, now in its 17th annual
running, and sponsored by the
Newton Rotary Club. It is
scheduled for Saturday, June 22,
at Sam Parr State Park near
Newton.
Nick's Race, named after Nick
Volk, who was killed in an auto
accident as a high-schooler, raises
funds that help support things Nick
loved, such as the Newton
Marching Eagle drum line.
The club presented checks
totaling $8,000 in Nick’s name for
the drumline and cross country
team.
The school's current drumline
always provides entertainment on
Race day and performs music
written by NCHS graduate Trent
Mason, who was also in the
accident with Nick.
Percussion equipment
is expensive and literally takes a
beating on the marching field, so
this donation will be helpful. Brian
Ridlen, band director at Newton
High School, was proud to remind

Band Director Brian Ridlen (center in picture at left) and Coach Brock
Tarr (center at right) received checks from Nick's Race Co-Chairs
Rotarians Kris Newton (left) and Alan Bogardus (right).

us that the Newton Marching
Eagles got a first in every
competition during the past year,
for the first time since the
1980s.
Another high school activity
that was near and dear to Nick
Volk was Cross Country running
at NCHS. Although XC sports
do not require a lot of special
equipment, its participants are
exposed to extreme weather
conditions and need adequate
protection from the elements to
be able to perform their best.
They have used Nick's Race
proceeds to purchase waterproof
warm-ups, equipment that can
be used to keep the trails clear,

and helping students buy
adequate running shoes.
The XC team has always done
a great job of making sure the
path at Sam Parr is ready on
Nick's Race day.
Tarr is looking forward to
another good season as there
will be many runners returning to
the team again.
The Newton Rotary Club is
very thankful for the many
individuals and business who
have generously donated
money, prizes, merchandise or
time to the continued success of
Nick's Race. Thank you all!

Casey Rotary recognized by civic group for playground improvements
Casey Rotary Club was
recognized at its Feb. 26
meeting by Casey In
Action for its contribution
of $1,500 toward
playground improvements
at the city’s Fairview Park.
Two types of see-saws
were purchased and
installed in pits with
ground-up rubber for
safety by the club and the
Casey-Westfield Junior
High School as part of a
“We are working
together” program.

A total of $5,300
was spent on the
project.
Casey In Action,
NFP is a grassroots
group that does
strategic planning,
and doing, for

community
improvements and
projects that enhance
the quality of life.
Projects include
downtown
beautification and
building

improvements; recycling;
park
improvements,including
tree planting, equipment
renovation and purchase
and structural
improvements; youth
volunteer projects; planting
and maintenance of a
community garden; 5K Fun
Run/Walk, donations to the
music and drama
departments at the local
school; and support of
other community
organizations.
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B-N Sunset bestows PHF on Twin City pediatrician
By Noeli Anderson
Chair of Vocational Service

On January 24th, the
Rotary Club of BloomingtonNormal Sunset recognized
the outstanding vocational
service of Dr. Regina Rosa
and presented her with a
Paul Harris Fellow
recognition. She is a
pediatrician who goes much
beyond her line of duty in
her profession to care for
her patients. We have
heard many stories from
parents of those children
who not only regard her as
a very competent doctor but
consider her as an angel for
her kindness and for her
efforts to follow through with
her patients care even after
hours. Recently when one
patient’s mother went to see
Dr. Rosa for her middle
child’s exam, that parent
mentioned the concern
about her older child’s
paleness. Dr. Rosa
immediately arranged for

tests on the older child
and the next morning
upon receiving the
results, contacted St.
Jude hospital in Peoria
to take in the child that
same day. He was
diagnosed with
Leukemia. That parent
is grateful for a doctor
who listened to her
concerns and acted
immediately to save her
child’s life by getting the
treatment in time. Not
only that, Dr. Rosa
drove to Peoria to see
how that child was
doing. She took
stickers and toys to him.
The child said that he
likes her hugs and his
brother said he likes the
stickers.
At the Sunset Rotary
meeting, that child, the
mother and
grandmother attended
in support of Dr. Rosa.
Her little patient brought

a bouquet of flowers
to honor Dr. Rosa
after Rotarian Noeli

Anderson placed the
Paul Harris pin on her
lapel.

Charleston sets Pancake Day
Charleston Rotary Club’s Spring Pancake Day will
be March 23rd.
Pancake Day was originally set up as a fundraiser
for the club’s 3-year-major-projects program of
supporting CUSD technology updates. This year, the
proceeds will be dedicated to youth programs, CHS’
top 10 luncheon, Jefferson leadership awards,
Interact (school adviser) and RYE foster kids’
backpacks (with CCAR).
The goal for the Pancake Day is to raise $2,000.

ROTARACT/INTERACT
Induction for Saint Thomas More Interact
By Cassie Carroll

Champaign West Rotary’s
sponsored Interact Club at Saint
Thomas More High School hosted
its first Induction ceremony for new
members on January 9, 2019, at
the high school.
The club brought in 24 new
members who have all worked to
place service above self and give
back to the Champaign-Urbana
community.
The club volunteers with more
than 10 organizations throughout
the year at events such as the

Crisis Nursery
Holiday Shop
and One
Winter Night.
The students
also host an
annual Easter
Egg Hunt to
raise money
for a local
organization.
This year’s event will be April 13
from noon to 2 p.m. at the high
school and will raise money for

Orphan’s Treasure Box. We
hope you’ll join us with your
families!
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D6490 Rotaract/Interact clubs have joint conference

By Janet Ellis-Nelson
Champaign Rotary

A conference for Interact and
Rotaract clubs was held Feb. 2
at Faith United Methodist Church
in Champaign.
Interact District Chair Art Drake,
pictured in center above,
organized the conference with
Rotaract District Chair Nick
Voss.
Alyssa Anderson, faculty
sponsor of Champaign

Centennial High School Interact
Club, and Champaign Rotary
liaisons to Centennial Interact
Rebecca Reis and Janet EllisNelson, provided breakfast items
and lunch.
Members of Mahomet,
Champaign Central and
Centennial Interact clubs and their
sponsors attended the event,
along with members of Douglas
County, Champaign County and
Illini Rotaract clubs. District

New Rotaract Club of
Champaign County chartered

Members of the new Rotaract Club of Champaign
County posed for a group picture at their chartering
meeting last month. (Darrell Hoemann Photograpy)

Governor Arlene Pennie,
welcomed the group. Carly
McCrory and Mallory Okoli,
pictured above, founders of the
Douglas County Rotaract Club,
gave a very inspiring keynote
address. All participants shared
the service projects they have
done and fundraising ideas for
their projects.

Centennial aids Downs Sydrome families
By Janet Ellis-Nelson
Champaign Rotary

Champaign
Centennial High
School’s Interact
Club held a carnival
for families in the
Downs Syndrome
Network on Feb. 24
in Centennial’s gym.
The club rented
games and
purchased prizes
from Dallas and
Company with their
club money so
families could attend
the event free of
charge.

Games included the Bozo
Bucket Toss, Go Fish, Birdie
Toss, Cake Walk, Face
Painting, Tatoos, BINGO,
Nerf Basketball, Coloring,
Skee Ball, Duck Pond, Golf
and a Photo Booth. The
children and parents
attending had a great time!

