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D6490 awarded $56,000 Global Grant
By Rick Davidson

District 6490 has been awarded
a $56,000 Global Grant by The
Rotary Foundation to train 40
educators from Central Illinois
and the country of Jamaica in
“Conflict Management and
Resolution Justice in Schools” on
June 4-8 in Charleston, IL.
What a complicated title and
what a complicated subject. Our
schools must deal with these
issues. However, across our
nation and in other countries as
well, schools face conflict issues.
School bullying and how to
resolve these issues require
educators to have many
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techniques and methods to
manage the school
environment. Schools are in
the news with many social
issues the youth of today
present.
I, Rick Davidson, Tuscola
Rotarian, working with two
other Rotarians, Doug
Arnold (Jamaica) and Tim
Nation (Indianapolis),
decided to put a Global
Grant together to address
these school social issues.
Under the area of focus
“Peace and Conflict
Prevention/Resolution” in
Global Grants a Vocational
Training Team Global Grant
concept was initiated.
Why did Rotarian Arnold
from Jamaica get involved?
During one of the “Jamaica
Dental Mission” trips, Doug
kept telling me how junior
high school bullying was a
main reason for youth
dropping out of school and
causing the literacy rate in
Jamaica to increase. He
wanted to do something
about that.
Tim Nation is CEO of the
non-profit Peace Learning
Center (PLC) in Indianapolis
(Peacelearningcenter.org).
Continued on Page 6

Fred Heilich gets Rotary recognition
Rotary’s fight to
eradicate polio is not
over!
And District 6490
has just this month to
add to already record
district collections in
this worldwide fight.
Reminders are
everywhere.
Last month, RI
Director-Elect Floyd
Lancia, at left in
picture, presented
District 6490 Polio
Chair Fred Heilich,
with the “Rotary
Regional Service
Award for a Polio Free
World” at the Rotary
Foundation Event in
Champaign May 13.
Pictured above with
that pair are DG Larry
Howell and, at right,
Rick Davidson, chair
of the district’s Global
Grant Committee and
author of the story at

far left.
And
this

month,
Ralph
Zuke will be cruising
through District 6490
on a bicycle pulling a
rickshaw in his 1,000mile, 22-day ride from
St. Louis to the Rotary
International
Convention in
Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, to raise even
more money in the
fight against polio.
(See The Governor’s
Journey on Page 2,
Ralph’s Rickshaw Ride
on Page 3, the
Foundation Event story
on Page 4, Fred
Heilich’s PolioPlus
report and the district
fundraising analysis
through May 29 on
Page 7 in this
newsletter.)
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A Governor’s Journey
District 6490 had its First Annual
Foundation event at the Virginia
Theatre in Champaign on May 13th.
PDG Kevin Yonce was responsible for
this event. Zones 30/31 Director-Elect
Floyd Lancia spoke before we
watched the movie “Breathe.”
Director-Elect Lancia also awarded
District 6490 Polio Chair Fred Heilich
“The Rotary Regional Service Award
for a Polio Free World” for his service
to this program over the past years.
When Fred volunteered to serve as
polio chair during my year as DG, I
told Fred “it will be huge.” It was.
Every club and most Rotarians in our
district contributed to this cause.
Thank you everyone for your
contributions not only to PolioPlus,
but also for your contributions to the
Foundation Share program. It is from
Share that your district receives
District Designated Funds, which are
used to fund our local and district
grant programs. Contributions to be
credited to this Rotary year will be
accepted on or before June 30, 2018.
Have you ever seen a Rickshaw
being pedaled on the highways and
byways of East Central Illinois? For
those in the Decatur, Mahomet,
Monticello, C-U and Gibson City
areas, you will have a chance to see
and greet Fairview Heights Rotary
Club President Ralph Zuke as he
pedals his rickshaw from his home to
the Rotary International Convention in
Toronto, Ontario. D6490 Clubs along
his route have arranged for everything
from club meetings to massages to
dinners and lodging to help Ralph on
District Governor
Larry J. Howell
707 Prairie Meadow Drive
Arcola, IL 61910

Phone: (913) 634-9121
Email: larryjh0902@yahoo.com

District Governor
Larry J. Howell
his way. Clubs in other districts on his
route to the convention are doing the
same. I plan to meet him at the finish
line in Toronto.
The Greatest Job on Planet Earth
For the past almost 12 months, I
have had the honor and privilege of
serving you, the Rotarians and clubs of
District 6490 as your district governor.
This article is called “A Governor’s
Journey” for it began in 2014 when a
group of Rotarians cornered me and
asked me to put my hat into the ring to
be nominated for district governor. I
said “No.” Obviously they did not
accept that answer. So, in early 2015,
I started preparing for this role. There
were training sessions in Baton Rouge,
where I met future lifetime friends in
governor-nominee training. A year
later, we met again in Cincinnati for
governor-elect training. A few months
later, my Arcola club threw an

Rotary International website
www.rotary.org
Online Make-up
www.rotaryeclubone.org

amazingly great party for my
installation. And I became district
governor for 2017-2018.
Once the club visits began and
Rotary events started happening, I
came to the conclusion that this is
truly the greatest gig I have ever had
in my life. New friends, new
experiences, new challenges all made
this year one of the best of my life.
But all good things must at some
point end. On July 1st, the baton
passes to DGE Arlene Pennie. This is
how Rotary works. Each governor
gets a year to do as much as she or he
can do. Some things did not get done.
Thankfully, the things that were done
outnumbered those that did not. It is
now DGE Arlene’s turn. She will be a
great district governor and I am
certain you will support her during her
year as governor.
I love Rotary. I love what it does
for the people of this district and this
world. I love how we bring lifechanging projects to countless
communities and people. I love each
club and its members and what they
do. Thankfully, it is not really over
quite yet for I will take on other
responsibilities not only in D6490 but
also in Zone 31 and Land of Lincoln
PETS. I really love Rotary.
“Thank you” seems so inadequate.
You helped make this year the
memory of a lifetime. After all, as I
have said all year: “You are all
People of Action, and You are
Making a Difference.”

District Newsletter
Bill Wills: Billphyl@aol.com (309) 825-3541
District Facebook
https://wwwfacebook.com/RotaryDistrict6490/
Jen Kruger: Krugerata@att.net (217) 474-6944

District website
www.rotarydistrict6490.org
JeanneH@bloomingtonlibrary.org

3

1,000-mile, 22-day polio fundraising ride through D6490 June 3-6
By Ralph Zuke

So I am often asked," why
Rotary?" The short answer is,
Rotary allows me the opportunity to
do things I never dreamed I could
do. The Rotary symbol is a cogged
wheel. I view every member in
Rotary as a cog in that wheel (about
1.2 million).
When I first joined Rotary I
learned that I, as one person, could
move that wheel forward. My first
month as a Rotarian I was bike
riding down the Oregon coast and
ended up in the beautiful town of
Florence. While there, I met a
Rotarian named George Lewis (The
Waterman). George asked me if my
home club was doing any
international grants. I was so new I
had no idea what our club was
doing. So, when I got home I
learned that not only was our club
not involved in an international
grant, they had never done one
before. In my first year as a
Rotarian I wrote, raised money, and
completed our club’s first clean
water grant and about 800 people
from the highlands of Guatemala
had clean safe drinking water.
In the next couple of years I went
on to do two more water projects in
Libya and India. It's an amazing
feeling to know that me, one person
in the Midwest, could positively
affect so many people I most likely
will never meet half a world away.
An almost impossible task for an
individual to do without the
framework Rotary provides. As I've
become a more seasoned member
of Rotary I have discovered that not
only can I move the Rotary wheel
forward, the wheel moves me
forward as well. I truly think I am a
better person now than I was 9
years ago. The Four Way Test is
not just something I say, it's
something I strive for every day and

Tentative schedule
Ralph Zuke’s Rickshaw Ride
through District 6490
June 3-4, Decatur #180:
Contact, John Mahaffey
johnpmahaffey@gmail.com
Attend Decatur Rotary meeting on
Monday, June 4. Interviews with five
TV and radio stations.

many of the Rotarians in my club,
district and beyond have become a
second family to me.
It is with this in mind that I look so
forward to starting and completing the
Ralphalounger Rickshaw tour from
St.Louis to Toronto. Many people
have commented about how long and
hard this will be and the hours and
miles of training I'm having to put in,
but to be honest this has the potential
to be one of the most fun and
gratifying things I've ever done. Every
person who will sit in the chair will
know that Rotary (with it's many
partnerships) is on the verge of doing
something that many in the beginning
thought was undoable to eradicate
polio!
We are sooooo close. I invite you to
be a part of something that is truly
monumental. Contact me about how
you can become a person of action, a
Rotarian.
[Editor’s note—This was written in
February as Ralph explained why he
decided to make this ride. To donate,
Ralph’s phone number is (314) 4775687 , or you can follow him on
Facebook at Ralph’s Rickshaw Ride
for Polio. ]

Tuesday, June 5, Monticello:
Contact, Mike Harris
mharrx@outlook.com
Attend Monticello Noon Rotary
meeting.
Tuesday, June 5, Champaign:
Contact, Janet Ellis-Nelson
janetnelson1994@gmail.com,
Estimated arrival 3 p.m. Possible
interview with WCIA. Relax on
Maynard Lake; massage at BodyWork
Associates.
6:30 p.m. dinner at Janet and Doug
Nelson’s, 1905 Moraine Drive,
Champaign
Tuesday, June 5-6, Mahomet:
Contact, Jeanne Campion
jcampion87@gmail.com
Spend the night in Mahomet and attend
Mahomet Rotary Breakfast meeting,
June 6.
Wednesday, June 6, Gibson City:
Contact, Susie Tongate
stongate@hearthsidefoods.com
Attend Gibson City noon Rotary
meeting.

Fairbury replacing city boxes
The Fairbury Rotary Club is replacing downtown
flower boxes that the club dedicated 20 years ago.
The project is being done at the request of the
Fairbury Garden Club, according to Rotarian Bill
Fugate.
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Rotary Foundation Event – ‘Breathe’ a must-see for Rotarians
By Janet Ellis-Nelson
Champaign Rotary Club
On May 13th, about 55 Paul Harris Fellows from around
District 6490 gathered at The Virginia Theater in Champaign
for a special reception, viewing of the movie, “Breathe,” and to
celebrate the good The Rotary Foundation (TRF) has done in
our district.
District Governor Larry Howell, District Governor-Elect
Arlene Pennie, District Governor Designate Michael Step and

Marquee welcomed Rotarians

Past District
Governors Chris
Scherer, Liz
Skinner, Ken Buel,
Larry Pennie, Jay
Stortzum and Kevin
Yonce and many
others attended the
event.
PDG Kevin
organized the event
and shared the
following
information: We

have 4,031 Paul Harris Fellows and multiple PHFs, 71
members of the Paul Harris Society (people who give $1,000
or more to The Rotary Foundation annually), 61 Major Donors
(people who have given $10,000 or more to The Rotary
Foundation), and 36 Bequest Society Members (people who
have designated The Rotary Foundation as a beneficiary in
their wills).
“I wanted to honor the people in this district who have
contributed,” DG Larry Howell said. “We do amazing good
with your money!” DG Larry said that this year, $40,000 in
District Designated Funds (DDF) have gone to clubs in the
district and $140,000 has been given elsewhere. He presented
banners to Bloomington-Normal Daybreak, which has given an
average of $542 per member to The Rotary Foundation this
year, Bloomington-Normal Sunset for giving $206.35 per
member and Mahomet for giving $177 per member. Savoy and
Tuscola Rotary Clubs were recognized for 100% giving to
TRF. Polio Certificates of Appreciation were given to:
Bloomington, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise, Champaign,
Champaign-Urbana Illini After 5, Effingham, Monticello,
Normal, Robinson, Urbana and Vandalia.
Fred Heilich, district PolioPlus chair, received a special
award from Rotary International for serving as the lead
fundraiser and helping our district raise more than $70,000 in
cash for PolioPlus this year. Floyd Lancia, Rotary International
Director-Elect for Zones 30 and 31, presented the award and
shared the many ways The Rotary Foundation has touched his
life as a Rotarian.
PDG Jay and Winnie Stortzum and First Allied, Drake
Zimmerman sponsored the event.

PDG Kevin Yontz, organizer of the event, received a Rotary
International Presidential Citation for his leadership during
the 1916-17 Rotary Year from DG Larry Howell.

About 55 Paul Harris Fellows attended the event on Mother’s
Day. (Photos by District Photographer Bill Warmoth.
The movie, “Breathe,” is the true story of Robin Cavendish,
who contracts polio at age 28, shortly after marrying his wife
Diana. Paralyzed from the neck down and unable to breathe
without the assistance of a respirator, he is given only three
months to live. Initially, he is depressed and refuses to see his
wife or newborn son, Jonathan. Diana is persistent and slowly
his spirits improve. Diana moves Robin and the respirator home,
where she provides for his daily care. While watching his son
move his pram, Robin gets the idea for a mobile chair with a
built-in respirator. This is the first of many inventions Robin
masterminds and his friend Teddy Hall creates. Over a period of
many years, they create many devices and receive funding to
enable disabled people access to the world. In Robin’s words,
“to live and not merely survive.” He and his wife, son, and their
friends remain devoted to each other until the very end, when
Robin throws a huge going-away party for himself. The
Cavendish’s son, Johanthan Cavendish, commissioned William
Nicholson to write the film’s screenplay and is one of the
producers of the film. Andrew Garfield plays Robin Cavendish,
and Claire Foy plays Diana.
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Installation of 2018-19 district officers July 8 in Normal
All Rotarians and guests are invited
to the installation of the 2018-2019
District 6490 leaders. Arlene Pennie
of the Bloomington-Normal Sunset
Club will be installed as district
governor to succeed Larry Howell.
Julie Dobski will be installed as
district governor-elect and Mike Step
as district governor-nominee. The

district directors, assistant
governors, district committee chairs
and incoming club presidents will
also be installed.
Installation will be Sunday, July 8,
at the Hancock Stadium Club, 211
N. Main St., Normal, IL.
Registration, appetizers and cash bar
begin at 4:30. Dinner will begin at

5:00, followed by the installation.
Business casual attire is suggested.
The cost is $25 per person. The
leaders being installed will receive a
complimentary registration. Please
come and cheer on your fellow
Rotarians as we kick off the new
year!

Membership, DACdb and ‘My Rotary’ topics at District Assembly
By DGE Arlene Pennie

Thanks to everyone who
attended the District
Assembly on May 19 in
Urbana. I hope that you
came away from the day
with many ideas and skills
to start the new Rotary
year. Guest speaker Lane
Harvey gave many
alternative suggestions for
membership in our clubs
and Dave Matthews gave
us a quick lesson on using
DACdb and My Rotary.
George Johnston, Kevin
Kuebler, Lyn Landon,
Terry Weir and Tom
Redington led breakout
sessions for assistant
governors, treasurers,
secretaries and youth

PDGs for District
6510:Dave Matthews, left,
and Lane Harvey.

leaders. Judy Baker,
Connie Walsh, Jerry
Tow, Eileen Jerutka and
John Mahaffey did a
great job serving on a
panel answering
questions for the
incoming presidents.
Clubs wanting to do
Global Grants this year
became certified with
training from DG Larry
Howell.

The ‘Learning Curve’ at lunchtime

A big thank you goes to
DG-Nominee Julie Dobski
for arranging a great lunch
and to District
Photographer Bill
Warmoth for taking

wonderful pictures of the
attendees.
Be an Inspiration to your
club, your community and
your world!

Part of the learning for incoming club officers and leaders meant breaking up into
smaller work groups to discuss issues.
DGE Arlene Pennie organized and led the
District Assembly

Photos by District 6490 Official Photographer Bill Warmoth
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“Conflict Management and Resolution Justice in Schools”
PLC has 13 professional psych and
social staff members who manage
youth conflicts for the Indianapolis
school system and police department.
Therefore, Rotarian Nation offered the
vocational training to help our
educators learn effective techniques in
this complicated subject.
Why did I get involved? I grew up in
Mattoon, IL. Last year, the Mattoon
school system experienced a school
shooting. I could not imagine that
happening in my high school. Also, I
have had success in the past with grant
writing for D6490 and currently I
serve as Global Grant chair.
So, there you have the motivation.
As Rotarians it was time to get Rotary
involved, write a grant and bring
vocational training back to our
communities.
This $56,000 Vocational Training
Team Global Grant project will take
place in Charleston, Illinois June 4-8.
Charleston was picked as a result of
the initial fact-finding and
community-assessment required by
The Rotary Foundation (TRF) for all
global grants. The grant is to train 40
educators, 8 from Jamaica and 32
from Central Illinois. I interviewed
several educators to obtain their input.
Obtaining continuing education credit
led me to Regional Office Of
Education #11 ( ROE-11) in
Charleston. Just so happens that ROE11 Director Bobbi Mattingly had
interest in school conflict management
and had published an article on this
subject. Director Mattingly invited me
to ROE-11 to discuss the grant
concept last fall. ROE-11 was the
answer to getting the continuing
education credits awarded by the State
of Illinois. After her ROE team
listened to the grant concept and
reviewed Tim Nations
program/workshop, training agenda
and workbook, ROE decided to award

attendees 30 CPDU credits.
ROE-11 was excited to have an
international aspect to an in-house
course. ROE-11 arranged for DG
Larry Howell, Rotarian Tim
Nation and myself to address 26
Central Illinois school
superintendents Feb. 25. Everyone
involved wanted the
superintendents input in
developing the VTT that they
wanted in their time frame in their
school.
It was decided to have a 5-day
course in the train-the-trainer
concept. Graduates would be able
to teach the techniques to others in
their respective school systems.
Rotary International sees this as
the “sustainability” in the
evaluation of this grant.
Rotarians’ job was to write,
organize, budget and provide
community assessments to meet
TRF requirements. The grant was
developed with Rotary global
grant coordinators’ assistance.
The grant was awarded in April
and put everyone on a tight
schedule to meet the June 4-8
deadline set by ROE #11, area
superintendents, and Jamaica

Continued from Page 1

Ministry of Education. The week of
June 4-8 was our best opportunity to
bring everyone together.
I cannot say how important the staff
of ROE# 11 has been to accomplish
the goals of the grant.
Jamaican educators were chosen to
travel and attend the class. Our area
superintendents chose 32 attendees.
In just a few days the class was full,
and a waiting list started. The grant
will pay for meals; course workbook
and training; facility; and mileage to
attendees. This Rotary grant allows
our schools to offer 30 CPDU credits
at no cost to the schools or attendees
from our communities. D6490 can
celebrate the fact that the school
systems will benefit from the annual
fund dollars received back to the
Rotary district from this grant. As
many as 20 area Rotary clubs from
D6490 will participate in this
international grant.
I just want D64909 Rotary clubs to
know that we would like to make this
opportunity available to all D6490
Rotary clubs. If this concept interests
you, please e-mail me at
rdavson@gmail.com . It will require
a Rotary team to offer this education
training opportunity districtwide.
Come on “Let’s Getter Done”

Normal Rotary provides hundreds of
coats, gloves, hats to students in need
The Normal Rotary Club has
completed its 2017-2018 Coats
for Kids campaign, having used
$11,513 to buy 553 new coats
and hundreds of gloves, mittens
and hats for Unit 5 students in
need.
Normal Rotary member Connie
Gentry, who chairs the club’s
effort, said the funds were
provided through donations from
members and from businesses. In

addition, Connie worked with several
local businesses to obtain discounts
to stretch the dollars even farther.
The program is aimed at helping
the one in four Unit 5 students who
are in need. Students sometimes stay
home from school when they lack
winter outerwear, Connie said.
You can make a tax deductible gift
to Coats for Kids by sending a check
to: Normal Rotary Foundation, P.O.
Box 333, Normal, IL 61761.
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We did it! It has been HUGE!

By Fred Heilich
District PolioPlus chair
May has been a very exciting month
for District 6490 and for me as a
Rotarian and your PolioPlus chair.
With four weeks left in this Rotary
year, District 6490 has contributed over
$70,000 cash to the PolioPlus fund.
Adding the $31,123 contribution in
District Designated Funds, we will have
given over $100,000 for polio. This not
only meets our revised goal of $70,000,
but it also sets a new record for
PolioPlus giving in this district. Not
only that, every club in District 6490
and nearly every member made a
contribution to this campaign to
eradicate polio. This in itself is simply
incredible.
The total impact of District 6490 on
the PolioPlus program after all
matching funds from the Rotary World
Fund and the Gates Foundation are
added is more than $350,000. You

have made a simply
amazing impact on our fight
against polio.
The District PolioPlus
Committee thanks each and
every one of you all for this incredible
accomplishment.
The global status for Wild Polio Virus
cases as of May 24th stands at 7 cases
for Afghanistan and 1 case for Pakistan.
There has been no change since April,
which puts us “This Much Closer” to
the eradication of polio. Rotary is at the
heart of the fight to end polio and has
been working in Pakistan on reducing
the chance of virus through the
provision of clean water. The World
Health Assembly will be hearing the
Strategic Action Plan on Polio and the
status report on polio eradication and
resolution for containment of the polio
virus.
Last, on a more personal note, I was

presented the “Rotary Regional Service
Award For A Polio Free World”. The
nomination process was started 6
months ago without my knowledge. I
was one of 6 nominees for this honor.
Rick Davidson, with help from my
wife, Judy, worked on this nomination.
I had no clue until Rick Davidson said
my name at the Rotary Foundation
Event at the Virginia Theater in
Champaign on May 13th (Mother’s
Day). I was completely surprised and
humbled. I have you, the District 6490
Rotarians, to thank for this award.
Without you it wouldn’t have been
possible to try a new approach to bring
public awareness to the work to end this
disease and raise the funds that we did.
Floyd Lancia a Rotary Director-Elect
presented the award to me. Floyd has
been a major factor within Rotary for
PolioPlus and the eradication of polio.
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Tree planting continues throughout the district
By Jim Bowers

RANTOUL

Hoopeston Rotary
Club's Beautification
Project in Hoopeston's
McFerren Park occurred
on May 25. In the spirit
of Rotary's member tree
planting, this project
came about through the
efforts of President Liz
Silver and PresidentElect Nominee Karla

By Susan Weitekamp

Rantoul Rotarians with the help of
Rantoul Township High School
football players, planted 35 trees at Bill
Seeber Memorial Soccer Complex in
town.
Rotary President Scott Amerio and
Rotarians Tim Weitekamp, Todd
Bryan, Roger Wetzel, Todd Modglin
and Al Hall (not pictured) carried out
our RI president's challenge. They all
agreed that the RTHS football team
lightened the load and gave a
heightened spirit of community to the
project.

HOOPESTON

Coon to do more than just plant
trees. These two, along with the
Park Alderman Alex Houmes
came to the conclusion that the
park needed a nice place for
picture taking. Thus our berm
area. Eventually there will be
larger plants or trees behind the
berm to reduce the scene of
fence and houses in the
background.
We are still going to plant
some membership trees in the
park due to the fact that so many
ash trees had to be taken down
because of the ash disease. This
will be a continuing project for
the next several years until we

get to the finish point. Plants were
purchased from Rotary member
Elaine Tyler of Treasured Roots
Flower Shop. As the pictures show,
several members and volunteers
showed up to do the planting
.

Mahomet presents community college scholarship
By Doug Bosworth
Graduate Toby Fountain
received the Mahomet Rotary
Club’s Ron & Nancy
Domagala Scholarship from
club President Jeanne
Campion at the MahometSeymour High School senior
awards night on May 16.
Ron Domagala was a charter
member and officer of

Mahomet Rotary. He
spent his entire career in
primary and secondary
education. Ron had a
special interest in assisting
high school graduates to
make a successful
transition to a university
life. He believed that the
community college system
provided this excellent

transition at a lower cost and
often better class offerings.
This scholarship honors his
dedication to education by
the Mahomet Rotary Club.
Toby will be attending
Parkland College in
Champaign this fall. His
parents are Brent and Julie
Fountain of Mahomet.
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Savoy Rotary distributes 200 trees
By Eileen Jerutka
President, Savoy Rotary

The Savoy Rotary Club
purchased 200 tree seedlings from
the State of Illinois Nursery (100
White Oaks and 100 Silky
Dogwoods). They were
transplanted by Rotarians for
distribution. Approximately 75
trees were given to the Champaign
County Design and Conservation
Foundation (CCDCF) on April 7 at
the annual Boneyard Creek
Community Day, which was held
the same day as the Savoy Rotary
spring cleanup of a section of
Route 45. The CCDCF made a
financial contribution to the Savoy
Rotary tree project.
The CCDCF was formed by
concerned citizens to stop threats
to Champaign County’s
environmental future from
unplanned growth, rapid
urbanization, reduction of prime
farmland and loss of urban trees
from Dutch Elm Disease. Their
mission statement is “Improve the
livability of the environment of
Champaign County, while

Mahomet hosts
Instagram
workshop
By Jeanne Campion

focusing on public and private efforts to
conserve, restore and enhance the local
environment. Special attention is given
to providing a balance between
developed areas with open space,
including recreational parks, greenways
and trails, woodlands, prairie, wetlands,
rivers and stream corridors and other
natural resources.” (Information from
CCDCF website - ccdcf.org).
Seventy five trees were given to the
th
4 grade classes at Carrie Busey
Elementary School on April 27 for the
second annual Arbor Day Celebration
with Savoy Rotary at the William A.

From left to right: Dennis Donaldson, Dee
Shonkwiler, Joan Dykstra, Bill Smith, Mindy
Basi and Eileen Jerutka. Rotarians not pictured
but at the celebration: Dick Helton, Phil Van
Ness

Smith Park adjacent to the
school. The celebration
included an educational
presentation by Joan Dykstra,
member of the Savoy Rotary
and Village of Savoy
president. Rotarian Bill
Smith presented each student
with an Arbor Day brochure
on “how to plant a tree”, a
pass to a National Park and
various “Smokey the Bear”
items.
The remaining trees were
presented to Savoy Rotarians
at the May 3rd meeting, and
the Savoy Village
maintenance department for a
nursery they are starting to
replenish trees in the village.

On Wednesday, May 30th,
Mahomet Rotary hosted an
Instagram Workshop at Mahomet
Public Library. Lindsey Savoy,
who owns a business called Heron
& Oak, made the presentation. She
does digital marketing for local
businesses. This includes content
marketing; social media
management; blog development and
design; and email marketing.
She loves doing training
presentations and has many area
business customers, including
Mahomet's Chamber of
Commerce. We had a dozen people
in attendance.

DISTRICT
CALENDAR
June 17 – Rotary Family Day
at Busch Stadium in St. Louis
for Cubs-Cardinals game at 7
p.m. (originally slated for 1
p.m.)
June 23-27 – Rotary
International Convention in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
July 8 – District installation, 5
p.m. Hancock Stadium Club,
211 N. Main, Normal, IL.
Aug. 18 – Rotary Leadership
Institute.
Oct. 9-14 – Rotary Institute for
Zones 30 and 31 in
Montgomery, Ala.
Oct. 19-20 – District 6490
Annual Conference at
Doubletree in Bloomington.
Oct. 19-20 – Youth Programs
District Conference.
March 16-17, 2019 – PETS in
Effingham.
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B-N Daybreak’s ‘Cajun Craze’ spices up Corn Crib
By Jason Shirley

The proceeds for this year’s
Bloomington-Normal Daybreak Rotary
Club Cajun Craze on May 5 are going to
benefit our local and international
projects. We held the event at a new
venue, the Corn Crib, home of the
Normal Cornbelters Baseball Club. We
had about 145 in attendance and look to
build on that next year. This year, in
addition to our usual Cajun fare;
crawfish, gumbo, red beans, rice and
muffulettas, we offered hot dogs and
hamburgers.
Live Band Rocket 88 played vintage
rock-and-roll, with some Louisiana flavor
sprinkled in as well. We had
facepainting by the Zoo Lady, bouncy
house for the kids and great caricature art
done by Joe the Art Guy.
Our small but mighty club succeeded
with a group effort, with help from the
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise and
Normal clubs as well. Truly People of
Action, Making a Difference.

Gibson City provides $2,250 in scholarships to high school graduates
By Susie Tongate
President, Gibson City Rotary
Gibson City Rotary Club presented
scholarships to three Gibson City Melvin
Sibley High School graduates last month.
Rotary Service Scholarship $1,500
History: The club established this award to
be presented to a graduating senior from
Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley High School.
The one time scholarship is for $1,500.
Criteria for Application and Scholarship
Selection: Applicants for this award must
be accepted at an institution of higher
learning intending to complete a four-year
degree. The student must have a 3.25/4.0
GPA. The selection for a winner of this
award will be based on an essay written by
the student describing their citizenship,
and participation in service/volunteer
activities. Winner, Kaitlynn Kietzman
Interact Member of the Year $250
History: Award is for any student (not
limited to seniors) who actively
participated in the Interact Club during the

school year.
Criteria for
Application and
Award Selection:
Selection for this
winner will be
based on a written
description of the
following:
student’s
commitment to
Interact during the

Shown Left-Right: Kaitlynn Kietzman, Rotarian Steve
Salyards, Brandon Zumwalt and Mitchell Mennen

year, participation in Interact meetings,
total volunteer hours and combined
work with the Rotary Club during the
school year. Input from the school’s
Interact liaison will also be taken into
consideration. Winner, Brandon
Zumwalt
Rotary Reach for the Stars
Scholarship $500
History: This is for a graduating student
who would like to attend a junior

college. This scholarship is intended to
help a student with a financial hardship.
Criteria for Application and Scholarship
Selection: Applicants for this award
must be attending a junior college the
following fall, after their graduation.
The student must have maintained a
2.5/4.0 GPA, and financial need is a
consideration. Winner, Mitchell
Mennen
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Bloomington honors first-responders, teachers
Bloomington Rotary Club used
back-to-back weekly meetings
last month to present annual
Vocational Service awards to
teachers and first-responders in
the city. Member Warren Kistner
emceed the programs as chair of
the Vocational Service Awards

New Rotarians in May
Member/Sponsor

Member Name

Basi,
Mindy (MINDY)
Brinkerhoff,
Sponsor:
Christine
John
Paris
Walsh
R (JOHN)
Brinkerhoff,
John
;
R (JOHN)
Corcoran, Daniel (DAN)
Sponsor: Ryan
O'Connell
Duarte, Murilo
Blasi (MURILO)
Sponsor: Janet EllisNelson

Club

Club

Savoy
Paris

B-N Sunrise
Champaign

Everett, Katy (KATY)
Eureka
Sponsor: Teresa Kennell
Herman,
Andrew (ANDREW)
Sponsor: J P Finley

B-N Sunrise

Kirk, Joseph P (JOSEPH)

EffinghamSunrise

Knoll, Katie E (KATIE)
Sponsor: Eric Bradham

Paris

Lybarger, Corey (COREY)

EffinghamSunrise

McBride, Allen (ALLEN)
Sponsor: Jim Waldorf

B-N Sunrise

Pollice, Sal (SAL)
Sponsor: Dave Hofer

Lincoln

Ryan, Michael (MIKE)

Hillsboro

Shields, Julie (JULIE )
Arcola
Sponsor: Erica Thieman
Short, Matt (MATT)
Sponsor: Winnie A.
Stortzum

Arcola

Stanley, Lisa M. (LISA)

Decatur

Todd, Shane (SHANE)

Casey

Turner, Michael (MIKE)
Lincoln
Sponsor: Jeanne Lessen
Vieweg, Lisa (LISA)
Sponsor: Randy Grigg

Decatur

Committee.
On May 24,
Bloomington’s District 87
school principals
presented Rotary Golden
Apple Teacher Awards to
their nominees: Claire
Michaels, a 4th grade
teacher at Oakland
School; Judy Szabo, a 32year PE teacher who has
been actively involved in
fundraising activities for
Washington Grade
School; Suzie Hutton, in
her 25th year of teacher,
20 at Bloomington Junior
High School; and BHS
Media Specialist Jen
Weaver. Club President
David Rutledge presided
over the meeting.

Bloomington President David Rutledge with honored
teachers, from left, Jen Weaver, Claire Michaels, Judy
Szabo and Suzie Hutton.

Bloomington Fire Department’s entire Fire Ops
Committee received award.

On May 31, the club presented
Vocational Service awards to firstresponders nominated by Police Chief
Clay Wheeler and Fire Chief Brian
Mohr. Detective Sgt. Clayton Arnold
received the police award for
researching home-built community
cameras using cell phone technology,
writing a grant to buy the parts,
training on how to use them and then
building the actual cameras. The fire
chief nominated an entire Fire Ops
Committee which planned and
executed a day-long series of firefighting scenarios for invited city and
state officials to witness and,
hopefully, understand firefighters’
reasons for needing certain equipment.
The recipients were Ben Brown,
Chuck Cassagrande, Clayton
Matteson, Eric Owens, Eric Hall, Eric
Davidson, Eric West, James Davis,
Jason Greer, Jon Powell, Joseph

Detective Clayton Arnold was nominated
by his chief, Clay Wheeler. PP Lyn
Hruska led that day’s meeting.

Hoeniges, Lance Benedict, Mark
Langelier, Matthew Mussin, Mike
Novak, Ralph Baer, Sean Morrison,
Steve Zimmerman and Dennis Hyland.
Past President Lyn Hruska presided
over the meeting in the absence of
President Rutledge.

Watson, John F. (JOHN)
Sponsor: Jane Seaman

Arcola

Send your action club photos to Jen Kruger (Krugerata@att.net)

Young, Joshua D (JOSH)
Sponsor: John Brown

Savoy

for posting on the District 6490 Facebook page.
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Charleston digs in to beautify city
Charleston Rotary Committee Chair Deborah Miller, Judi and Karl Konrad, Tim Silence and Rich Wandling planted flowers last
month in the club’s Rotary plot on Lincoln Avenue in Charleston

Champaign Centennial Interact initiates 62 members for seniors-only club
By Janet Ellis-Nelson
Champaign Rotary

Centennial
Interact
On May 2 , Champaign
Club is
Centennial High School Interact
different
Club held its 40th initiation
ceremony, where 62 new members from most,
were initiated. Michael Ryan, the if not all,
2017-2018 Interact club president, Interact
clubs in
introduced the program, and
members of the executive board
the world, as its club is for seniors
showed a slideshow of service
only. Each spring, the faculty
projects they completed this year.
sponsor of Interact asks the
Janet Ellis-Nelson, Champaign
counseling office for a list of
Rotary liaison to Interact and club
juniors who have maintained a 3.0
president-elect nominee, welcomed
or above grade-point average.
the new initiates into the Rotary
This list is distributed to teachers
family and told about Champaign
who are asked to select the
Rotary’s history in sponsoring the
students they feel are the most
club.
dependable and have the most
Alyssa Anderson, Interact faculty
integrity to become Interact
sponsor, shared her thoughts on the
members. Twenty-five to thirty
tremendous service the 2017-2018
students with the most faculty
club provided to the school and the
votes are sent information about
community and presented the E.H.
Interact and given the opportunity
Mellon Award for Outstanding
to join for their senior year. Other
Teaching to Lindsay Aikman, a
juniors are told to complete an
Social Justice and English teacher
application for membership, if
at Centennial. E.H Mellon was a
they like to volunteer and would
longtime superintendent of
like to serve the school and
Champaign Unit 4 Schools and a
community. Interact sponsors go
member of Champaign Rotary for
through the applications, and
over fifty years; the award is given
another twenty-five or thirty
annually in his name.
students are extended an invitation
nd

Lindsay Aikman and Alyssa Anderson.

to join. The expectations for
attendance and service are stated,
and students and their parents
must sign a Commitment
Contract. Although Centennial’s
club differs from other clubs, it
has been highly successful for
forty years and has a committed
group of enthusiastic volunteers
to serve every year.
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Rotary money on a PATH to help Central Illinois
[Editor’s note: One Rotarian’s
observation and action led to $7,600 from
donations and a matching District 6490
grant that could help with more than
40,000 crisis calls and referrals a year in
Central Illinois]
By Mike Johnson
PP Bloomington Rotary Club
PATH (Providing Access To Help) is a
client of mine that provides, among other
social services, emergency telephone
assistance to people in all forms of
distress. I happened to be in the office of
Executive Director Karen Zangerle one
day during the summer of 2017, and I
could tell she was frustrated and upset.
It seemed their telephone system (which
provides services such as the suicide
prevention hotline) was so out-of-date, no
information technology provider would
service it anymore. The system was
functioning, but Karen knew they were
one glitch away from a total failure. She
was trying to cobble together grants from
a number of organizations around the
state, and was having little, if any, luck. I
could tell by her demeanor she was
greatly stressed. I asked how much
money she needed to get the internetbased communication system she sought
and she replied about six thousand

dollars. It was stunning to realize the
financial stress on smaller social
service agencies in Illinois these days.
PATH’s budget was so tight, there was
no money to be found for this crucial
piece of technology.
I began to think of friends and clients
who could come together, and then it
hit me – Rotary. The Bloomington
club sells pork chops sandwiches each
June to raise money for projects in and
around the community, and I couldn’t
think of a more important way we
could impact the community than to
help PATH get its new phone system.
That started me on a path of my own
that led straight to our Project
Committee chair, who not only agreed
PATH should complete a grant request,
but she thought the project would be
worthy of Rotary District matching
dollars. I will never forget the look on
Karen’s face when she learned her
project may get completely funded by
Rotary. It was as if a giant, invisible
burden had been lifted, and I was so
glad to be able to help. Had I come on
a day when she wasn’t struggling with
her phone system, I might never have
known the extent of her problem. It
was a wonderful coincidence that

Jason Chambers, a supervisor at PATH
Call Center. (Pantagraph photo)
brought me to her office that day.
PATH applied for the club grant, and
the club applied for district matching
dollars, and by fall of 2017, the money
had been approved to allow PATH to
get the communications system it
desperately needed. The system was
installed over the past winter, and is
now up and running. No longer do
crisis hotline operators have to pin their
phone receivers between their ear and
shoulder to type notes.
I take so many things for granted, and
seeing the relief and gratitude on the
faces of the PATH employees reminds
me how challenging life is for most
social service providers, and how
important Rotary is in its communities.

Normal scoops out ice cream
Members of the
Normal Rotary
Club (plus one
Rotary spouse)
served ice cream to
residents of the
McLean County
Nursing Home on
May 15.
Some residents
had trouble
deciding whether
to have the
chocolate, vanilla,
Ready to serve
strawberry or
butter pecan, so
flavors as they wanted.
they got as many

Savoy flips for dough
The Rotary Club of Savoy held its annual
pancake and sausage breakfast on March 10 at
the First Baptist Church at Savoy. All proceeds
benefited Rotary community and humanitarian
projects locally and around the world. Savoy
Rotarians Jacob Shaw and Denise Donaldson
serve up pancake in photo by Heather Mangian.
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Exchange student in Eureka headed back to Croatia
By Heidi Bowman
Woodford Country Journal
Filip Penzar's grandfather is a Rotary
club member, and two aunts and an older
sister were Exchange students.
So the Zagreb, Croatia, native knew he
might follow in their footsteps.
Filip, 17, (second from left in
accompanying picture) has spent the last
year in Eureka, staying with three host
families. The most recent is Marc and
Amy Johnson and their sons, Colten,
Kyle and Quinn.
Kyle and Filip became friends in their
pre-calculus class at Eureka High
School. Filip fit right into the family
with his friendship with the Johnson
boys, his easygoing attitude and
excellent English skills. Filip’s first
language is Croatian, but he speaks
fluent English, some German and
recognizes other Slavic languages that he
says are similar to Croatian.
“I think we got very lucky,” Amy said.
Plus, “Filip’s easy to feed.” He
especially enjoys Mexican food, but
misses food from home, such as freshly
baked bread and a pita full of grilled
meat and onions.
The Johnsons have developed a deep

appreciation for Croatia, which is
located across the Adriatic Sea from
Italy. With a population of 4.16 million
(about a third of the population of
Illinois), the country has thousands of
islands and the Dinaric Alps.
“I’ve asked lots of big and little
questions along the way,” Amy said,
“and he’ll answer them all.”
The family wants to travel to Croatia
and meet the rest of Filip’s family.
They met his sister, Marta, who visited
Eureka in February.
“It continues to broaden our scope,”
Amy said. “It’s made me curious.”
Filip, an avid traveler, understands
this curiosity. He has been to Italy,
Austria, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Slovenia, Hungary, Bosnia

and Herzegovina and Montenegro. By the
time he returns to Croatia later this
summer, Filip will have visited
California, Texas, Florida, Michigan,
Indiana, Wisconsin, Missouri, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Georgia, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Iowa, Pennsylvania, New
York, Connecticut and New Jersey.
He will see many of the eastern states
…when he travels with other Rotary
exchange students to visit Philadelphia,
Washington, D.C., Niagara Falls, Albany,
Boston, Hartford, New York City and
Seaside Heights.
“I love to travel and see the country,”
Filip said. “It’s pretty cool to experience
it.”
“I’ve learned I can be on my own, and I
am more self-confident than I thought I
was,” he said. “I can adjust.”

Normal Rotary Club awards 7 scholarships

Christina
Thompson

Carmen
Cornejo

Lexi
Showalter

By Art Drake
Seven outstanding local students
were recognized by the Normal
Rotary Club at the Scholarship
Awards Reception on May 9. Each
student was awarded a scholarship
to be used toward their educational
pursuits following high school. In
additional to our regular six
scholarships of $1,000, an additional
Ag Education scholarship was
awarded, also a $1,000 scholarship,
to the Ag recipient.
Receiving $1,000 scholarships
were: Christiana Thompson
(Bloomington Area Career Center/U

Anna
Birsa

Anna
Smith

Tyler
Kirkpatrick

Ann
Tulley

High); Carmen Cornego and Lexi
Showalter (Normal Community High
School); Anna Birsa and Anna Smith
and Ag student Tyler Kirkpatrick
(Normal West High School); and Anna
Tulley (University High School).
High School seniors who have
demonstrated a commitment to service,
citizenship and leadership were
encouraged to apply. Finalists were
chosen from a pool of applicants to
participate in face-to-face interviews
with members of the Normal Rotary
Club Scholarship Committee.
The scholarship winners were
selected from those interviewed.

Future Rotarians in B-N?
Rotarians from the five Bloomington-Normal
clubs had a couple of potential Rotarians
join them in the annual Memorial Day
Parade in Bloomington. Bloomington
Rotarian David Haynes’ two children each
carried a flag and marched alongside their
dad in the 1.3-mile parade.

