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February is Rotary’s Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution Month and I’ve
been thinking a lot about what Rotarians mean when we talk about the concept of peace. Putting an end to armed conflict? Yes, surely. But, I think Rotarians mean more. We mean assisting the more than 70 million people across
the world who have been displaced from their homes by violence, persecution, and human rights violations. Ameliorating privation and the other drivers
of conflict surely fits the bill as well for an organization charged with Doing
Good in The World. Martin Luther King Jr. observed that “true peace is not
merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice." Now that sounds
like what we are striving for in our communities, our country, and across the
globe as Rotarians.
In many ways, our organization’s long-overdue focus on diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) is part and parcel of peace and conflict prevention/resolution
and is key to ensuring the “presence of justice” in RI and more broadly. To that
end, President Holger recently announced that our own RI Director, Valarie
Wafer, will be chairing Rotary’s DEI Taskforce, which is charged with shaping a
comprehensive action plan with achievable, measurable and meaningful outcomes for Rotary. The Board of Directors also adopted a DEI statement for Rotary International that I believe does an excellent job encapsulating our commitment to building a more welcoming Rotary family:
As a global network that strives to build a world where people unite and take action to
create lasting change, Rotary values diversity and celebrates the contributions of people
of all backgrounds, regardless of their age, ethnicity, race, color, abilities, religion, socioeconomic status, culture, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity.
Rotary will cultivate a diverse, equitable, and inclusive culture in which people from underrepresented groups have greater opportunities to participate as members and leaders.

It’s easy to think that promoting peace and preventing conflict is the job of
governments and world leaders, but the reality is that we each must play our
part in our daily lives, in our Rotary clubs, and in the projects we choose to undertake. District 6360, for example, has committed $25,000 to supporting Rotary’s six Peace Centers located at seven prestigious universities across the
world to offer Rotary Peace Fellows a rigorous program of study and applied
field experience in areas relating to peace and conflict resolution. It’s a start,
but there’s much work left to be done. It’s one more reason the world needs
Rotary. Stay safe, Rotarians.
Yours in Rotary Service,
Nathan Triplett, District Governor (2020-2021)
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President Elect Training Seminar (PETS) Info & Dates
2021 President-Elect Training Schedule for District 6360
January
*** Recordings of Pre-PETS 1 & 2 Now Available! ***
Pre-PETS: THREE ONE HOUR SESSIONS
Presidents-Elect REQUIRED to attend Sessions 1 & 2 (Session 3 is optional!)
Pre-PETS Session One – same session offered on two dates (Required for PE, PN invited)
1A Thursday, Jan. 21, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
1B Saturday, Jan. 23, 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Pre-PETS Session Two -same session offered on two dates (Required for PE, PN invited)
2A Thursday, Jan 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
2B Saturday, Jan 30, 9:00-10:00 a.m.
February
Pre-PETS Session Three - same session offered on two dates
(Optional)
3A Thursday, Feb 18, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
3B Saturday, Feb 20, 9:00-10:00 a.m.
March
MEGA PETS (PEs & PNs, AGs)
March 11-13, 2021
Thursday, March 13, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Friday, March 12, 10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 13, 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Post PETS (one week Later) (optional)
Saturday March 27, 8:30 -10:30 a.m.

Some Sessions at PETS will be required, some
will be elective. This is the training that is
normally at the Kalamazoo Radisson

Presidents-Elect: A Message from your District Governor Elect, Rita LaMoreaux
Thank you for serving as leaders of your Rotary Club. President-Elect training is your best
tool for learning how to lead in your coming year. If you were unable to attend Pre-PETS Session 1 or 2, please take the time to review the recording and supplemental slides/attachments
that were sent to you. You are encouraged to attend Pre-PETS Session 3 and we also encourage
President Nominees to attend so they can start learning for their year.
Be sure to take a moment to sign up for Mega PETS, coming up soon next month! This year
promises to be the best yet!
If you have any questions at all, at any time, please don’t hesitate to let me know. My email
is ritalamoreaux@gmail.com and cell number is 517-974-5523. I look forward to serving you in
the coming year. Rita LaMoreaux, District 6360 Governor-Elect
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DISTRICT 6360 FOUNDATION HELPS FEED THE HUNGRY IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
Your District 6360 Foundation established a COVID-19 Food Fund this past June. The Foundation’s Trustees allocated
$50,000 from its endowment (twenty-five $2,000 grants) for this purpose. The District 6360 Foundation was established by District 6360 Rotarians to help District Rotary Clubs better finance their service projects in their communities and the world.
The Foundation’s Trustees recognized that the pandemic had disrupted our economy and, as a result, people were
going hungry. The COVID-19 Food Fund was established for Rotary Clubs to help their communities assist those in
need of food. Clubs were able to apply for a $2,000 grant. Twenty-four clubs applied and were awarded grants for
the following purposes: human nutrition including but not limited to food banks, soup kitchens, food pantries, Meals
on Wheels, backpack food programs, programs that prevent malnutrition, etc.
District 6360 Foundation President Gene Svebakken said, “We are delighted that so many clubs got involved in partnering with local food distributors in their communities to provide food for those who, perhaps for the first time in
their lives, found themselves needing assistance. This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime emergency and the Foundation
responded accordingly.”

Gene added, “We still have one more grant available. Remember NO MATCH IS REQUIRED! There is no submission
deadline. Applications will be considered on a first-come-first-served basis.”
Clubs interested in applying should use the existing Karl Sandelin grant application that is located on the District
6360 website HERE. Please be sure to type COVID-19 FOOD FUND on the application as these grants are not Karl
Sandelin grants. Requests will be processed similarly to Karl Sandelin grant applications. If you have any questions,
contact the Grant Chair listed on the application form.

For information about your District 6360 Foundation, contact

Gene L. Svebakken, President, gsveb@comcast.net
NEW MAILING ADDRESS for the District 6360 Foundation!
Rotary District 6360 Foundation
c/o Ingrid Nova
741 Wolverine Road
Mason, MI 48854

District 6360 Foundation Corner
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District 6360 Foundation’s 2020 Emergency Food-Aid Grant Awardees
And Collaborating Community Partners – Award $2,000.00 each
1. Battle Creek - Take-Away Meal Service
2. Berrien Springs – Eau Claire - Neighbor to Neighbor food pantry to help international students at
Andrews University
3. Cereal City Sunrise – Love Thy neighbor Students Food backpacks
4. Coldwater Sunrise - Branch Co. Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence Meals & Snacks to
homeless Children
5. Delta Waverly – Assist Salvation Army Food Distribution tri-county area
6. Delton Area - Panther Pack Project (food for kids grade K-4 plus “Emergency Food Packs”)
7. Dowagiac - A.C.T.I.O.N. Center of Dowagiac Food Distribution (Food Pantry)
8. East Lansing - Salvation Army Food Fund increase demand for Meals since COVID
9. Grand Ledge - Local Food Bank Assistance
10.Harbor Country - Feeding America’s Mobile Food Pantry
11.Haslett-Okemos - Haslett-Okemos Food Pantries
12.Hastings - YMCA Barry County and local school’s food program for kids & Families
13.Hillsdale - Salvation Army Food Pantry
14.Ionia - The Ionia Food Truck / Food Pantry Aid
15.Jackson Breakfast - Immanuel Lutheran Church Food Pantry
16.Jackson Noon - Baby Formula Project with the Jackson County Health Dept.
17.Kalamazoo - YMCA crisis food program
18.Middleville - Middleville food pantry
19.Oshtemo - Ministry Providing Meals for Homeless Within Community
20.Saugatuck-Douglas – “Children First-Lakeshore” to provide supplemental nutrition for needy
families
21.South Haven - We Care, Inc. Food Pantry
22.South Lansing – Holt - Holt School District Food bus
23.Vicksburg - Support South County Community Services and Generous
Hands
24.Williamston Sunrise - Williamston Food Bank and Weekend Survival Kits
for kids

ONE GRANT LEFT. WHAT OTHER ROTARY CLUB WOULD LIKE TO
HELP FEED THE HUNGRY IN THEIR COMMUNITY?

For information about your District 6360 Foundation, contact

Gene L. Svebakken, President, gsveb@comcast.net

2021 Grant Management Seminars
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Is your Rotary Club thinking about applying for a
Community Grant or a Global Grant from The Rotary Foundation (TRF) in the 2021-2022 Rotary
year? All prospective grantees are required to be
qualified through District 6360 to receive and administer TRF funds.
Among other things, qualification requires that TWO members of each interested Rotary Club
attend a Grant Management Seminar. District 6360 is offering THREE opportunities to complete the
Grant Management Seminar in 2021 (ALL via Zoom!):
 Monday March 8 at 6pm
 Thursday April 22 at 6pm
 Saturday May 1 at 9:30 am
We hope that these opportunities will fully prepare you to plan your project, apply for a grant, inform you about the reporting requirements, timelines and fulfill The Rotary Foundation's and District 6360's requirements for club qualification!
There is no cost to attend the seminar. Registration is now open on www.DACdb.com. If you have
any questions, please contact District Rotary Foundation Committee Chair Kathy Gallagher at 269209-5949 or kgallagher@bcacs.org. hereditary

Williamston Rotary Club
Participate in
Secret Santa Project
This year private citizens and community
service groups came together to support
families in need during the holiday
season. The project that we called
“Secret Santa” was able to serve 27
families and provide presents for 74
individuals.
It was a joint effort of the Williamston Sunrise Rotary Club, Williamston Eagles, and many
businesses and individuals that took on the identity of service above self to help community
members in need and provide some needed Christmas spirit, lifting them up and giving them
something that they may not have achieved otherwise.
As Tiny Tim says God Bless us, everyone. Thank you to community for the good spirit this year.
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Our District is excited to be a part of the largest training event in recent history with 13
Rotary Districts in 5 states and Ontario participating. Great Lakes Rotary PETS and Midwest PETS have combined resources to create the best Rotarian training possible.
This annual event, which is normally President-Elect training, has now added more sessions for any Rotarian, President Nominee and Assistant Governor. All this from the
comfort of your home in front of a computer.
This year's virtual PETS will be a great opportunity to network, share ideas and to learn
from some of Rotary's prominent leaders. Sessions include keynotes from our future Rotary International Presidents Shekhar Mehta and Jennifer Jones. There will be a Diversity
Panel along with sessions on fundraising, strategic planning, foundation, online tools
and change management.
To check out the schedule and register, go to www.greatlakesrotarypets.org. For any
questions, contact District Governor-Elect Rita LaMoreaux at ritalamoreaux@gmail.com
or 517-974-5523.
Click HERE or the graphic below to view an entry for the International Interact Video
Awards, created by Past President of Lake Michigan Catholic High School and current St.
Mary's College Student, Bailey Siglow.
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Updates from District 6360
Rotary Foundation Committee
Reprinted from rotary.org By Kathy Gallagher, Chair

The Rotary Foundation Trustees and Rotary International Board of Directors have both unanimously approved adding a new area of focus: supporting the environment.
More than $18 million in Foundation global grant funding has been allocated to environmentrelated projects over the past five years. Creating a distinct area of focus to support the environment will give Rotary members even more ways to bring about positive change in the world
and increase our impact. RI President Mark Maloney says that during his travels around the
world as a Rotary senior leader he encountered many Rotary members and Rotaractors who
advocated for the environment to be an area of focus.
“I believe strongly that our Rotary Foundation programs now have a valuable added dimension
to our efforts,” says, Maloney. Foundation Trustee Chair Gary C.K. Huang says that with the
global population reaching near eight billion, protecting the environment is increasingly important. “It is time for us to use our collective resources to invest in a smart and efficient way
to protecting our environment,” says Huang. “We are qualified to take this initiative because
we are a global group of problem solvers with diversified talents.”
In 1990-91, RI President Paulo V.C. Costa made the environment one of his primary
causes, creating the Preserve Planet Earth subcommittee, which looked at ways clubs and
members could conduct environmental initiatives. “We have finally caught up to Costa [his vision],” says Past RI President Ian H.S. Riseley, chair of the Environmental Issues task force,
which championed the new area of focus. “As a lifelong environmentalist, I’m delighted that
our great organization has recognized that the environment is a worthy and appropriate destination for our project activity,” says Riseley. “This is an exciting moment in Rotary history.”
Supporting the environment becomes Rotary's seventh area of focus, which are categories of
service activities supported by global grants. It joins peacebuilding and conflict prevention; disease prevention and treatment; water, sanitation, and hygiene; maternal and child health;
basic education and literacy; and community economic development.
Grant applications for projects will be accepted beginning on July 1. Gifts and commitments
from Rotarians and others will be sought to provide global support for the new area of focus.

Did you know . . .The Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG)
advocated for the addition of the Supporting the Environment as the
seventh area of focus for Rotary. The group argued that it would help to
maximize the success of environmentally-focused projects.
Learn more about Rotary Action Groups HERE
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Williamston Sunrise Rotary Club Helps Local Schools
Williamston Sunrise Rotary (WSR) has recently reimbursed the Dansville Schools
for their work and efforts to make educational opportunities available to all Dansville students. The district purchased 20
hotspots for their constituency and WSR
was able to help them in the efforts.
One of 7 promotions of ROTARY International - Supporting Education - WSR strives
to make education accessible to all students in our community. We are proud to
offer this support and continue our partnership with Dansville Schools. For interviews please contact Laska Creagh
at laskacreagh@gmail.com or
Pictured is Amy Hodgson (right), District
Superintendent and Laska Creagh, WSR President 517-290-0496.
Nominee.

South Haven Rotarians
Support We Care, Inc.
The COVID pandemic prevented South Haven
Rotarians from holding their annual in-person
holiday dinner this year, but it didn't put a lid on
the Rotarian's generous hearts.
A tradition at the holiday dinner has been to take
a collection for the community outreach programs
of We Care, Inc. This year members during their weekly remote ZOOM meetings were encouraged
to continue their generosity. The Rotarians responded with gifts totaling $4,100 designated for the
We Care food and personal care pantries.
It is the second significant gift to We Care from the South Haven Rotarians during the current crisis.
Earlier, the club presented $6,250 representing member's gifts and a grant from Rotary District 6360
Foundation and Rotary International Foundation for the personal care pantry and utilities ministry of
We Care.
The recent gift was presented to We Care Executive Director Erika Morrison by Rotarians Tom
Rummel, Bill Roberts, and Tom Ruesink (not pictured).
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Cereal City Sunrise Rotary Club
Establishes Relationship with Caribbean Rotary Club
The Cereal City Sunrise Rotary Club recently hosted a virtual meeting with the Rotary Club of
Liamuiga, the morning breakfast club on the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.
A club member, Tom Cramutolo, recently visited the island and is considering purchasing property
there for a winter home. He struck up a friendship with the local Rotary Club and made the connection. He discovered there is a huge American presence on the islands and they are eager to welcome Americans to their “paradise.”
“This is another example of Rotary’s worldwide impact and appeal,” Kelly O’Connor, Club President
said. “One of the positive outcomes of the pandemic is our ability to have remote virtual programs
from anywhere in the world.”
The program was presented by Dr. Marcus Natta, a native of St. Kitts who was educated at the University of Nebraska. He said that Rotary is one of the driving social and cultural forces on the islands. Some of his clubs’ project include a diabetes footcare clinic, a youth spelling bee and a meal
service for the island’s elderly. His club also sponsors a New Year’s Gala each year which is their
largest fund-raiser and one of the Island’s most festive and anticipated events.
The Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis has a population of 54,000, similar to the City of Battle Creek,
with 42,000 on St. Kitts and 12,000 on Nevis.
The Club also works with the Rotary Club of Nevis on their partner island. Both clubs have worked
to improve the fresh water systems of both islands.
The Cereal City Sunrise Rotary Club is looking at some possible joint projects with the clubs and
some international exchanges in the future, according to O’Connor.
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Miracles Do Happen!
That’s How India Won
the Battle Against Polio
On January 13, 2021, India celebrated ten years
without polio, the last patient to be diagnosed with
the disease on this date in 2011 being two-yearold Rukhsar of Howrah.
In 2012, the government of India and Rotary organised a polio summit at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi and just before the inauguration, Bruce Aylward from the World Health Organisation (WHO),
Geneva, came to the dais and announced that India had been removed from the active list of polio
endemic countries.
On March 26, 2014, India was certified by WHO and declared polio-free. That is the reason why January 13
is a memorable day in the public health history calendar.
It was estimated that in 1988, 450 children in India were affected by polio every day. Only 1 out of 200 children who contracted the poliovirus got paralyzed. The other 199 went undetected. Experts opined that India would be the last country in the world to eradicate polio (even as late as in 2002), because of its huge
cohort of 170 million children below the age of 5, the population density, unsanitary conditions, impure
drinking water, and enteric diseases, etc.
India’s victory over polio was achieved after a long drawn struggle. From 3,50,000 children affected by Polio in 122 countries of the world in the ’80s, the global partnership of Rotary with WHO, UNICEF, Centre for
the Control of Diseases and Prevention (CDC), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and numerous partners
except for Afghanistan and Pakistan, the world as of now is free of polio. Rotary has contributed more than
$1.7 billion and countless volunteer hours to immunise more than 2.5 billion children in countries worldwide.
Rotary’s advocacy efforts have also played a significant role in decisions by donor governments to add
more than $7.2 billion to the effort.
India has been very fortunate that irrespective of the party in power, the immunisation efforts continued
year after year. Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, however, had problems with minority communities boycotting immunisation due to false rumours. The government encouraged Rotary to develop a connect with these
communities. Through notable work conducting free polio corrective surgeries and befriending Ulemas this
hurdle too was crossed. Rotary took up the responsibility of supplying the entire polio vaccine stock and
also funding the activities of WHO and UNICEF in the country.
In August 2020, Nigeria, and all of Africa as a result, were declared polio-free.
The only countries with polio cases now are Pakistan and Afghanistan. All efforts
are being focused on them and after three years of nil cases the entire world will
then be polio free, the second disease to be vanquished after smallpox.
Step by step, overcoming hurdles, never losing determination despite setbacks,
the Indian government with Rotary and other partners moved forward.
Indeed, the last decade has shown that persistence, perseverance and perspiration can move mountains. Victor Hugo, well known poet and novelist rightly said,
“Perseverance, secret of all triumphs.”
Source: Hindustan Times dated 25 January 2021
https://tinyurl.com/RotaryEradicatesPolio
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Give More, Earn More with our Matching Program
This year’s Rotary Foundation Annual Fund matching program is well underway and going strong!
Rotarians who have already participated in our District’s The Rotary Foundation (TRF) matching program have contributed over $15,000 to TRF’s Annual Fund. (And more contributions are still being
processed.)
Annual Fund contributions are the lifeblood that makes The Rotary Foundation (TRF) work. Each
year, half our contributions from TRF’s Annual Fund come right back to our District to help our clubs
fund their projects. And the other half of our Annual Fund contributions help support all the good
work that Rotarians do around the world!
It's easy to participate – here’s how to get involved:
First, make a contribution to TRF’s Annual Fund. You can do this in many ways:
 Online at the RI website (www.rotary.org) via Rotary Direct.
 Send a check directly to The Rotary Foundation – your club’s TRF Committee Chair can help with
this.
 Send proof of your donation by email or mail to our District’s Fundraising Subcommittee Chair:
Teresa Brandell
323 Elmshaven Drive
Lansing, MI 48917
Email: Teresa.M.Brandell@gmail.com
Phone: 517-242-0125
Our District will match your contribution to TRF’s Annual Fund with Foundation Recognition Points
(FRP) equal to the amount of your contribution to the Annual Fund, up to a maximum of 500 points.
These FRP have been donated by some very generous Rotarians on our District – thank you!
Donations can be any amount. Note, however, that TRF is not able to transfer matching points in
amounts less than 100 points. Note also that you can make several smaller contributions throughout
the year, and have the total amount matched.
These additional FRP you earn will be credited to you in TRF account, helping you reach your next
Paul Harris recognition level faster!
This year’s matching program will continue until May 31, 2021, or until the pool of available FRP has
been exhausted.
Thank you all for your support of The Rotary Foundation – it’s our Number One charity as Rotarians!
It’s the way we do good in the world!

Remember: The Rotary
Foundation is our Number
One charity as Rotarians!
It’s the way we do good in
the world!
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The 2021 Rotary International Convention will be in

Taipei, Taiwan!! And NOW with a Virtual option!
June 12-16, 2021 at the
Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center (TaiNEX)
View the Taipei 2021 Convention Promotional Video HERE
The friendly city Taipei invites you to the Rotary International Convention
from June 12 to 16, 2021.
The Convention is the
perfect place to discover
new opportunities for service and friendship. We
are from the 12 Hosting
Districts in Taiwan with
around 35,000 Rotarians,
anxious to show you our
hospitality and warmest
welcome.
The charm of Taipei lies in its vibrant spirit, enthusiasm, diversified culture, culinary delights and much more. The innovation and ongoing developments in Taiwan have also
attracted people from all over the world.

Join us at the Rotary Convention in 2021,
and Feel the Energy in Taipei!
Register for the Rotary International
Convention HERE!!
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Congratulations to Last
Month’s Winner!
Darlene Heemstra of the Harbor Country Rotary Club won last month’s prize drawing–
Congratulations! Last month the phone was hidden on page 5 on the poster behind Don
and Wendy! Where could it be this month?? Every month I will ask you to find the Rotary phone hidden somewhere in the newsletter…. It will look like the one below (that’s
not the one hidden!), but it may be any size or color!!
If and when you find it, email or call to tell me where you found it and you will be entered into that month’s drawing for a “wonderful prize!!” Have fun
and happy hunting!!

Ingrid Nova, District Administrator
517-604-6360
Rotary6360@gmail.com

25th of
Every
Month!

Upcoming Deadlines,
Dates & Events…



February 7-11, 2021—International Assembly



February 18, 2021—Pre-PETS Session 3A, 6:30-7:30 PM



February 20, 2021—Pre-PETS Session 3B, 9:00-10:00 AM



March 3, 2021—District Membership Meet Up, 6:30-7:30 PM, via Zoom



March 8, 2021—Grant Management Seminar, 6:00-8:00 PM, via Zoom



March 11-13, 2021—MEGA Rotary PETS, Virtual



March 27, 2021—Post-PETS Session, 8:30-10:30 AM



April 7, 2021—Membership Meet Up, 6:30 PM via Zoom



April 17, 2021—District Team Training, 8:30-10:30 AM



April 22, 2021—Grant Management Seminar, 6:00-8:00 PM, via Zoom



April 24, 2021—Staff/Board Meeting, 9 AM via Zoom

Don’t Forget to Check the Calendar on www.DACdb.com!

DECEMBER 2020 ATTENDANCE & MEMBERSHIP

PAGE

15

