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From the Governor
By James Arbuckle Sr.
Hello, Fellow Rotarians!
The grass is turning green and the temp is on the rise, all
indicators that spring has sprung. May marks the time each
year when graduations, weddings, and thoughts of summer
vacations take hold of our lives. It’s a time when our focus
starts to wane and we get antsy and excited about what’s
coming. It also marks a time in our Rotary clubs when our
thoughts start to turn to the end of our Rotary year (June).
Presidents are breathing a sigh of relief as they can “smell”
the end of their terms coming…at least those of you who
aren’t destined to repeat. For those of you that will serve as
presidents again (bless you), it represents a time to take
inventory of the shortcomings that may have occurred over
the past year and look forward to the opportunity for a doover in the coming year. This time also provides a chance to
celebrate the achievements of the year. Your club’s biggest
achievement may be that you held it together for one more year…you have survived the impact of
COVID…and you’re looking to better days ahead. Speaking of achievements, we had a great
opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of Rotarians across the District at our annual District
Conference in Little Rock.
District Conference – Serve to Change Lives with Gratitude
If you missed the District Conference, you missed something special. On average, 75 Rotarians were
in attendance. It was our first opportunity to get together in person since 2019. We pursued an
agenda of sessions covering all the initiatives for this year, including:
Promoting Mental Health Awareness – Dr. Bert Price, Jonesboro Rotary Club
Rotary Foundation – PDG Brian Hall, Rotary Club of Covington, LA
Empowering Girls – Panel Discussion
Re-engaging Members – PDG Megan Law, Rotary Club of Oklahoma City, OK
Public Image – Izzy Baughn, Ouachita Baptist University student/Miss Northeast Arkansas
One of the sessions I was particularly
proud of was the Empowering Girls
session. Thanks to the behind the scenes
work of Shannon Gwinn (West Little Rock
Rotary) and Maddie Spickard (Women’s
Foundation of Arkansas – WFA) for
orchestrating a panel discussion of women
who have had successful STEM careers.
The panel
included Jerrilyn Jones, MD (UAMS),
Suzanne Peyton, PE (Clinton National
Airport), Gina Radke (Aerospace
Manufacturing), and Keli Wylie, PE
(ARDOT).
The panel discussion was held in front of
high school girls who traveled to Little Rock
for a WFA event focusing on the aerospace
industry. Elizabeth Small (Rotary Club of

Little Rock) did an outstanding job of
facilitating a Q&A session focused on each
woman’s journey and the challenges they
faced.

Our conference was bookended by two

outstanding speakers. Lloyd Campbell, DGE
from Rotary Club of Glenwood, MN, spoke
to us at our lunch meeting on Friday about
the Courage to Lead, and Roy Johnson
closed our conference by urging us to “Put
Some Gratitude in Your Attitude”.
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into the night with his band Rock Candy.

Our
Foundation
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went off
without a
hitch. Special
thanks to
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Lambert for
rocking us
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Clubs and Rotarians Honored at District Conference
By James Arbuckle Jr
District Conference – Awards
The highlight of the conference was the awards luncheon. The following awards were handed out.
Congratulations to each club!
Governor's Banner

Quad Cities North Little Rock
Little Rock Metro Helena
Cleburne County West Little Rock
Sherwood Wynne
Club of the Year
Small <31 Little Rock Metro
Medium = 32-53 Cleburne County
Med/Large = 54-79 Helena
Large > 80 Jonesboro
AG of the Year
Michelle Oglesby
Highest Percentage Membership Growth
1st Cleburne County
2nd Fairfield Bay
3rd Little Rock Metro

Highest Foundation Giving (Per Capita)
1st LR Metro
2nd

West Little Rock
3rd West Memphis
Rotarian of the Year
Linda Hall
President of the Year
Small Shawn Johnson
Medium Kelly Rodgers
Med/Large Mary Ann Hargraves
Large Gary Clark
Governor's Award of Excellence
Kristina Bolhouse
Best Club Project
Rotary Club of Little Rock
Best Fund Raiser
Stuttgart
Best Club Visit
Cleburne County

Best Club Visit Meal
Hughes
Best Club Gift
Sherwood
Most Improved Club
Quad Cities
Governor's Award for Outstanding
Service
Brian Rega

May – Youth Services Programs
By James Arbuckle Sr.
This past week, we were fortunate enough
to have Sherwood’s Interact Club serve as
Sergeant-at-Arms for our District
Conference…and get out of school??. It
was nice to see the eager faces willing to
do what we needed them to do. I got a
chance to visit with a couple of them
during a session. We talked about our RI
Theme, Serve to Change Lives, and how
the little things they do can have an
impact on someone’s life. I was impressed
with those young people. Just so happens
that this month’s focus is on Rotary’s Youth
Services Programs. Rotary believes in
developing the next generation of leaders.
Our programs help younger leaders build
leadership skills, expand education, and learn the value of service.
This club is just one of a number of Interact Clubs in our District. Here’s a list of the others with
their sponsors.
Bay High School – Jonesboro
Blytheville High School – Blytheville
HCGC – Marion
Jonesboro High School – Jonesboro
Nettleton High School – Jonesboro
Pulaski Academy – Little Rock Metro
Sylvan Hills High School – Sherwood
Episcopal Collegiate – Little Rock Metro
Valley View High School – Jonesboro
West Side High School – Jonesboro
White County Central – Searcy
Wynne High School – Wynne
Working with Interact Clubs is just one
area where we can focus our efforts to
develop young leaders for the future of

youth. Keep up the good work!!

Rotary. Other programs include Rotaract,
Early Act Clubs, RYLA, and Rotary Youth
Exchange. Most of our clubs provide
scholarships to high school students.
Through the Rotary Foundation, we have
been able to provide scholarships for
advanced studies in Peace and Conflict. At
our Foundation Celebration, I had the
honor to meet our Clinton Scholars. Ophelia
Akotos (on the left) spoke to participants
and gave an emotional speech on the
opportunities that Rotary has provided her.
We all have stories from our clubs of the
impact scholarships have had on our

“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Rotary Foundation - Life Saving Campaign
By James Arbuckle Sr.
As you are now well aware, Zones 30 & 31 are in the middle of a fundraising campaign for Our
Rotary Foundation that will impact immediate needs and longer term needs worldwide. Rotarians
will long be remembered for the good we are doing and your personal donation will determine the
amount of good we can do.
The best example of addressing immediate needs is the outpouring of donations for the Ukraine
refugees. The Disaster Relief Fund has received over $10.4 million for this purpose. Every
district in our two zones has participated.
In our last article, we noted the record-breaking Global Grants that were initiated in the last Rotary
year, 2,066, with program awards of $130 million. Here are just two examples:
In India: GG2231289 Rotary Club of Fort Wayne / Rotary Club of Raipur Greater Project
Mamatva provided $155,434 to furnish and equip a maternal hospital intended to decrease
the number of babies born with congenital heart defects in India. District clubs have worked
with the free Sai Sanjeevani Children’s hospitals to provide pediatric cardiac surgeries, but
with the opening of the Mother & Child Hospital, pregnant women will receive proper
nutrition and prenatal care to give their baby a greater chance of being born healthy. Our
hope is to greatly reduce the number of children who need cardiac surgeries at the Sai
Sanjeevani Hospitals.
In Mexico: GG2231086 Rotary District 6880 Alabama / Rotary Club of Guadalajara Colomos
(District 4140). The John & Judy Germ Guadalajara Children’s Cancer Center Phase 4 project
provides $121,624 of state-of-the-art neurosurgery equipment to address brain tumors and
related issues in children. This equipment allows for minimally invasive procedures while
pinpointing (with greater accuracy) the nature of the tumor, thus optimizing drug
applications, surgery, and treatment. Approximately 10-20% of the children with cancer at
Hospital Civil de Guadalajara have brain tumors at any given time. This project is the fourth
phase of global grants in the hospital in honor of PRID John and Judy Germ, with the prior
three grants providing $ 626.500 of other state-of-the-art equipment for treating children
with cancer.
There is also a very real concern regarding Polio donations. To receive the 2-1 match
from the Gates Foundation, we need to raise $50 million and donations are behind last
year when we raised $52.9 million. We need the match to continue to immunize
hundreds of millions of children until this deadly scourge is gone. Remember, it is only a
plane ride away.
Our combined efforts are to reach pre-pandemic levels of giving, meaning we need to increase
Annual Fund donations by $825,000.00 in our two zones. To keep our pledge to the children of the
world, the six-month goal (Jan.-June) for Polio Plus is $800,000.
Reaching our goals begins with you. Please lead by example and provide hope to those so
desperately seeking it – hope from Rotarians.

District Foundation Golf Tournament

By James Arbuckle Sr.
Registration is open for this year's District 6150 Foundation Golf
Tournament to be held at The Ridges at Village Creek in Wynne.
The 18-hole 4-person scramble format tournament will be held on
May 26, 2022 at 10 am. Lunch is included with your $500 team
entry fee. Hole and drink cart sponsorships are available. See the
attached flyer for details.
Register your team or sponsorship through DACdb.
Register NOW for District 6150 Golf Tournament

Blytheville Club Celebrates 100th Anniversary
By Sally Sullivan Cooke
The Rotary Club of Blytheville turned 100 on February 9th and
celebrated 100 years of service to the community with a banquet
on February 17th. Many past presidents of the club attended and
shared stories about the club's history. We are proud to be part of
an international organization that leads through serving others.
Our membership is smaller than it was years ago, but each
member is dedicated to serving Blytheville in distinct ways to help
make life here great and many serve in multiple organizations to
do so. Locally, we have sponsored scholarships, sports and
academic teams, Girls and Boys State, and multiple literacy
projects throughout the county. We installed 35 Little Free
Libraries around Mississippi County after receiving a grant from
Rotary International and maintain them so residents can take a
book or leave a book. The club sends 2-3 sophomores and juniors
to RYLA each year and has sponsored youth exchange programs,
including sending a Blytheville High School graduate to Finland.
We will be planting 100 trees around our community this spring
and fall to celebrate our birthday!

Jonesboro Rotary Celebrates Earth Day
By Gary Clark
The Jonesboro Rotary Club celebrated
Earth Day by planting trees. These were
planted at the Phillip Evans Habitat for
Humanity Park on State Street in
Jonesboro. The club purchased the trees
and club members participated by planting
them on Earth Day.

