
Club Meeting

Susitna
Meets at Everett's
Restaurant at the
Mat-Su Resort
1850 East Bogard
Road
Wasilla, AK 99654
Time: Wednesday at
06:00 PM

Speakers

September 18,
2024
Todd Smolden
Governor Dunlevy
Education Plan
September 25,
2024
Club Assembly
followed by a board
meeting
October 02, 2024
Mat-Su Candidates
Joint meeting with
the Greater Wasilla
Chamber of
Commerce for a
candidate forum
ahead of the
November
elections.

October 09, 2024
Louisa
Branchflower,
Onward & Upward
Onward and
Upward offers a

Sep 18th: Todd Smolden, Director of the Mat-Su Valley Office of
Gov. Dunleavy

Todd Smolden, Director of the Mat-Su Valley office of Gov. Michael Dunleavy
Governor Dunleavy's Education Plan

Wednesday, September 18, 6:00pm
Meet in Person at

Everett's at The Mat-Su Resort

Via Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5415605940?pwd=ZFJWK1lZbnJSTHpaOGY1KzErbTlVdz09

Highlights from MatSu School Superintendent Report
Dr. Randy Trani, Superintendent of the Matanuska Susitna Borough School District (MSBSD), along with John
Notestine, Public Information Officer for the school district, were our guests at last week's meeting. Dr. Trani

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=0E-9,0E-9
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764548
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764549
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764550
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764551
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.mat-suresort.com&t=h.eJxFjUsSgyAQRK9isU74qQm68iqEGQwlSApQF6ncPZJNtv26-73JljwZG_Is5ZVHxo7joEGXa94S5pgKNTEw3DFhKZlcGrLU9oolplnwu-y6XrDFBYrJmSXHdZoT6uL1Cl5nTL-9BNWC5dai0QqsuikuATQ3AxpppGTiLpTolZQtHYZqwWoJ2vnzYncGJ9AGHvT0VgqV_pPPF3FPPzU.MEQCIFsKMTgUMeYvAY6CF48itWTXj1DesscOuoTK8M1pb_pcAiBlh9CMPpsza7Zt4nrQJkaoF6_O42Ai2xXoY_j17NABWw
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=us02web.zoom.us&t=h.eJxFjT1vwjAUAP8K8lz54xGDg1SVBVrB0KGoVdkcvxcIceLIToqUiv8O6dL1Trr7ZUP0bDVj577v0kqIIUm4UsHHEBo-JHEROlN6IXWeyZfuis_H7e5rr_yxaHcfh7fOvr9-q_24icXBf-Ioc_Y0Y_VUbKkP8aTkErJMK1FXDadYuTqFdn2KZHtvW_Q2UeQuNALQzLGUZUnOGizNwkhAtNLl5MABCLVURmkDMOf534WmS2Mr_0j8VI7WaB0W_PGdLE72n9zutFRIfQ.MEQCIHw_GrlI45Ds06YjnGDOAaFcjBO_uyV9e0FppQFyAi2iAiBdFzTlWoSpS-oF5kygbyr4z7k27gp6dDj5OOnavgNK-g


Upward offers a
variety of programs
that educate and
engage participants
to step outside of
their comfort zones
to discover their
strengths.

October 16, 2024
Brenda Shelden
DG Official Visit
October 16, 2024
Brenda Sheldon
District Governor
Presentation
October 23, 2024
Isaac Smolden
My House
Production Team
October 30, 2024
Club Assembly
followed by a board
meeting
TRF - upcoming
fundraiser
November 06,
2024
Kim Erickson
The Rotary
Foundation and End
Polio Now
December 18,
2024
Club Holiday Party
& Officer Elections

Events

November 9th
The Rotary
Foundation
Fundraiser

In This Issue

Sep 18th: Todd
Smolden, Director of
the Mat-Su Valley
Office of Gov.
Dunleavy

Highlights from
MatSu School
Superintendent
Report

End Polio Now
Update - Sep 2024

Jude Rein's fall
moose hunt

Josh the Otter - Fall
2024 School
Presentations

Why could you join
Rotary?

Sep 21st: Interact -
Planning to form a
new club

presented an interesting array of facts and figures about the current state of our borough's K-12 schools. The
overall news was very positive. If you missed the meeting last week, you can view the slideshow with all the
details here (we have permission to share the slides).

A few highlights from the presentation:

Enrollment is flat this year compared to the growth that has been experienced in previous years. The school
district has hired demographers to provide more insight. Generally speaking, student enrollment tracks job
growth, so, while the Valley's population may continue to grow, K-12 enrollment will not grow unless there is
a corresponding increase in jobs.

Cost per graduate: MSBSD is second in the district in terms of cost and is the least expensive of the five
biggest districts in the state (Anchorage, MatSu, Fairbanks, Kenai, Juneau).

Trends are improving: MSBSD has steadily been improving in testing results for ELA (English/language arts),
Math, SCI (Science)

Career Technical Education (CTE): MSBSD has made this a priority and the results are showing up in
graduation rates and the number of students that go on to post-secondary education, advanced (vocational)
training, military or employment.

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77776619
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764552
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764553
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764554
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764555
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77764561
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77766091
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=266700
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=267372
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=266706
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=267370
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=266705
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=267375
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=265818
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5010/Downloads/75022/MatSu%20School%20Superintendent%20Presentation%209_11_2024.pdf
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Sep 24th:
Anchorage
Downtown Rotary -
Josh the Otter
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Sep 28th: Trails
Work Party

Oct 5th: TRF
Fundraiser Planning
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Oct 12th: Rotary
Uncorked - Goes
Out of This World
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Save the Dates!
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Elect
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Secretary
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Director
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Marty T.
Metiva
Club
Membership

End Polio Now Update - Sep 2024

Jude Rein's fall moose hunt
Adam Rein was one proud papa when his son, Jude, sent him a message from the field during last week's
Rotary meeting. Adam added to his happy bucks for this one!

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=266713
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=266703
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=265816
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=264007
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https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=267369
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=225110
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=250678
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=239937
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801184852
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801185289
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801185450
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801184965
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801184749
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800078469
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800200170
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Adam Rein
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Service
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Chair
Josh
Waisanen
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Cheryl L.
Metiva
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Lynn
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Club Youth
Services
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Robert
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Samantha
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Jack W.
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Past
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Birthdays

Lynn Mitchell
September 16th
Dan Phillips
September 18th
Lisa Phillips
September 22nd
Wanetta Lemley
September 23rd
Adam Rein
September 27th

David Wayne
Cucullu
October 1st
Rodger Cheadle
October 5th
Randi C Madison
October 6th
Warren Mitchell
October 9th
Brittany Reed
October 11th
John Norbert
Klapperich
October 16th
George Wichers
October 26th
Deborah M
Waisanen
October 28th

Josh the Otter - Fall 2024 School Presentations
Deb Waisanen has organized several Josh the Otter kindergarten presentations over the next few weeks.
Volunteers are needed to assist!

Fri September 20th 12:50pm: Goose Bay Elementary
Fri September 27th 1:05pm: Tanaina Elementary
Thu October 3rd: 2:15pm: Our Lady of the Valley Catholic School

Call/text Deb at 907-355-1069 to volunteer

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801187688
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801188669
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800076949
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801187127
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800631868
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=801188190
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800078468
tel:907-355-1069


Catherine Cheadle
October 29th

Wedding
Anniversaries

Samantha Jo
Aarthun
October 15th
Dan Phillips
October 16th
Lisa Phillips
October 16th

Why could you join Rotary?



Sep 21st: Interact - Planning to form a new club
Planning meeting to sponsoring a new Interact Club!

Saturday, September 21st
12:00pm

The first committee meeting to form the new MatSu Valley Interact Club will be held
at 570 S. Knik St., Wasilla, AK 99654.

Interact clubs bring together young people ages 12-18 to develop leadership skills
while discovering the power of Service Above Self.

Interact clubs organize at least two projects every year, one that helps their school or community and
one that promotes international understanding. Rotary club sponsors mentor and guide Interactors as
they carry out projects and develop leadership skills.

Questions?
Aaron Coman or Erin Cruz

Sep 24th: Anchorage Downtown Rotary - Josh the Otter Program
Anchorage Rotary Club Meeting

Tuesday, September 24th
Petroleum Club

3301 C St Ste 120, Anchorage, AK 99503
12:00pm - 1:00pm

Past President Rob Grogan will be presenting the opportunity to expand the Josh the Otter Water Safety
program to Anchorage area kindergartners. To encourage Anchorage clubs to take on this project, Susitna
Rotary is offering to provide a Josh the Otter costume for use during the first 3 years and to cover half the
cost of the books in the first year. Participating clubs will sign a one-page memorandum with Susitna Rotary.

Contact Rob at 907-355-4394 if you can help with the presentation to the Anchorage Rotary Club that day.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88f1f471a04b487bJmltdHM9MTcyNjAxMjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMGMyYmVkZi0wM2U2LTZmZWEtMjVlMC1hYWNmMDI0ZTZlNWMmaW5zaWQ9NTUwMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=20c2bedf-03e6-6fea-25e0-aacf024e6e5c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9UEVUUk9MRVVNJTIwQ0xVQiUyME9GJTIwQU5DSE9SQUdFJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4xNHgxMzUyNSZwcG9pcz02MS4xOTA1MjUwNTQ5MzE2NF8tMTQ5Ljg4NTIyMzM4ODY3MTg4X1BFVFJPTEVVTSUyMENMVUIlMjBPRiUyMEFOQ0hPUkFHRV9ZTjE0eDEzNTI1fiZjcD02MS4xOTA1MjV-LTE0OS44ODUyMjMmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
tel:907-355-4394


Sep 28th: Trails Work Party
Saturday, September 28th

12:00pm
Little Su Rotary Park

Work Party

Bring your gloves, shovels, and rakes as we make more progress on the trail expansion at the Little Su Rotary
Park. Friends and family are welcome to help!

Oct 5th: TRF Fundraiser Planning Meeting
Planning meeting for the
Rotary Foundation (TRF) Fundraiser
Saturday, October 5th



Saturday, October 5th
10:00am

Want to be involved in organizing the Valley
Rotary clubs' annual joint TRF fundraiser this
fall? Then come to the next Foundation
Fundraiser meeting on Saturday, October
5th, to discuss the upcoming event.

The meeting will be held at 570 S. Knik St., Wasilla, AK 99654.

This year's fundraiser dinner and auction will take place on Saturday, November 9th, at Evangelo's
restaurant.

Tickets: $75 each or $700 for a table of 8 (includes VIP benefits)
Tickets will be available to order online soon
Maximum of 150 tickets sold

Each club is expected to contribute:
5 live auction items
10 silent auction items
1 basket for a "live auction teaser"(value ~$250) - Susitna's basket theme is Rotary Bling

Please consider donating your time, talent or treasure (new items only) to this fun and important fundraiser to
support the Rotary Foundation. Stay tuned for sneak previews of some of the auction items!

Questions?

Josh Waisanen
Susitna Rotary Club Foundation Chair
(425) 350-5729

Oct 12th: Rotary Uncorked - Goes Out of This World
Wasilla Rotary club's annual Rotary Uncorked is right around the corner!

Wine. Tapas. Auctions. All monies raised by this event go to local service organizations and scholarships.
Itâ€™s that time of year again!!! Wasilla Rotary Club is excited to announce that 2024 Rotary Uncorked theme
is â€œRotary Uncorked - GOES OUT OF THIS WORLD.â€ Get your best alien , astronaut , or Chewbacca
outfits ready! Get your tickets today @ https://www.wasillarotary.com/! We blast off at 6pm on October 12th!

https://www.facebook.com/events/1021591489146358/?ref=newsfeed
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.wasillarotary.com%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1YW3Fgk9UCVQ8VpRU8n0SUnmcFocd2uQn-EkRrEXdrxuSXOTXUSG8kmRM_aem_sapdzCQ_QOg25pPpUGLmbg&h=AT28GoLOSYQeYC8JrCo6qrB_ioxsU1w3WON8rPz-za62duvqKTw0_O3nlNIx5Q8ghJCnJ8JjbufBLgRUMM3q_8QTPSATBVuF0ujJmCsaolZXFYa5lUiUN0XMdFe_77hstq2S&__tn__=q&c%5B0%5D=AT0bEqxobPLU5spiVnnxr8yr9C933l-cKVL-mDLe5Fzs7i5nhx2JrggZMfiDW4t7BOGi7BHa4R8hr-1G_TMYP_l_X6yWByx976LQZmGCaDX45_4twN1bINOrjNvwqyPKCiKN3qv5lhXJM74KRi8zslpmov0_8cFJoXEXI2jiAH58IUQHF6fm


Show & Tell
Susitna Rotarians and friends are involved in many community activities. President Aaron has introduced a
new effort to showcase some of the many ways our members support the community outside of Rotary.

If you have a community event you would like to promote, please email Erin Cruz and Kim Erickson so that
we can publicize it in the weekly slideshow (Erin) and weekly bulletin (Kim).

Date Event Location Contact for more info:

Oct 19th Sat Operation Iron Warrior
Chili Cook-off VFW Post 9365 Jeremiah

OperationIronWarrior@gmail.com

Oct 26th Sat
KHITZ 107.1 Presents

The Matsuvian
Monster Bash

Everett's Erin-she
907-203-9499

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=863011139120500&set=gm.356371157536058
https://www.facebook.com/events/1879605612551068?ref=newsfeed


Save the Dates!
Susitna Rotarians have lots of opportunities in the upcoming months to serve the community and have some
fun. Mark your calendars and stay tuned each week for more details as the various events unfold.

Date Event Location RSVP required?

Sep 21st
12:00pm

Sat Interact - sponsoring new club
Committee meeting

570 S. Knik St.
Wasilla

No - contact Erin Cruz
for questions

Sep 28th
12:00pm

Sat Trails Work Party Lil Su Rotary Park No - contact Adam Rein
for questions

Oct 5th
10:00am

Sat TRF Fundraiser
Committee meeting

570 S. Knik St.
Wasilla

No - contact Josh Waisanen
for questions

Oct 12th Sat Rotary Uncorked
Goes Out of this World

Curtis Menard
Sports Center Purchase tickets in advance

Nov 9th Sat The Rotary Foundation
Fundaiser Evangelo's Purchase tickets in advance

Dec 18th Wed Club Holiday Party
& Officer Elections TBD

Mar 2nd Sun Iditarod Restart Party
& End Polio Now Fundraiser

Tryg & Kim Erickson
Willow, AK No ... bring family and friends

Apr RYLA Yes - volunteer to chaperone
May 1st Thu District Assembly Juneau Yes - register through DACdb
May 2nd-4th Fri-Sun District Conference Juneau Yes - register through DACdb
May 21st Wed Big Lake Library Cleanup Big Lake Library No ... bring family and friends
Jun 7th Sat Lil Su Classic River Cleanup Lil Su River Pavilion No ... bring family and friends
Jun 19th Wed Passing of the Gavel TBD TBD
Jun 21-25th Sat- Wed Rotary International ConventionCalgary, Canada Yes - register in advance



Sep 21st: Girdwood Rotary's Chili Cookoff

DACdb - Download the Mobile App
Want to know what is going on in the club? Download the DACdb IGNITE Mobile App today!

Scan the QR code in your App store:

The App icon looks like this:



Your user name is your email address. Once you get into the App, you have all these options!



Youth Exchange Message 2024
Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Would you like to embark on an adventure as a Rotary Exchange Student and transform your world
perspective? Now is the time to contact us as we start recruiting for the 2025/2026 school year! Interviews
will be conducted in September & October.
Check out additional information on the Youth Exchange Page

RYLA Link Page

Click image for upcoming RYLA Events

http://district5010.org/2024-youth-exchange.php
https://district5010.org/ryla.php
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