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St Simons Island Rotary Passing the Gavel

Speaker: William Ballard

Please join us Tuesday for the passing of
the gavel to wish Bill the very best.




SSI Rotary Meeting 2/24/2026

The SSI 2026 Rotary 4-Way Test Speech Contest featured four
impressive contestants:

- Kate Walker, 10th Grade, Frederica Academy
- Melissa Bedelean, 12th Grade, Brunswick HS
- Annabelle Lee, 12th Grade, Glynn Academy
- Avery Winford, 11th Grade, Glynn Academy

Each contestant delivered an insightful speech highlighting the significant
accomplishments Rotary Club International.

The judges—Dr. Whitney Nell Stewart (Executive Director, Coastal Georgia
Historical Society), Heather Heath (Executive Director, Golden Isles Arts &
Humanities), and Paul Watts (Retired teacher and President, Philanthropic

was awarded to Avery Winford, and third place went to Melissa Bedelean.

Annabelle and Avery will now advance to the zone contest on April 11, 2026.

—

Rotary

Educational Organization)—awarded first place to Annabelle Lee. Second place




SSI Rotary Meeting 2/24/2026

From left to right: Annabelle
Lee (1st place), Avery Winford
(2nd place), Melissa Bedelean
(3rd place) and Jim Kielt.

Dr. Whitney Nell Stewart,
Executive Director, Coastal
Georgia Historical Society
discussed the Revolution on

the Coast: March 9-15th.




SSI Rotary Meeting 2/24/2026

Prospective Members
2/24/2026

Peter Rock

Jim Hunter

David Harrison

Attendance
2/24/2026

28 members + 29
guests = Total
attendance of 57




Southern Soul Restaurant: Pulled Pork, Mac &
Cheese, Southern Slaw and Potato Salad with
dessert by A2Bakery.

REMINDERS

Meeting Time
Lunch 12-12:30
Ring the bell at 12:30

Dismiss 1:30

Pass the gavel Happy Hour

We will officially congratulate Bill Ballard as our new Club President!
Kern Baker’'s Home
45 Renegar Way
Tuesday March 3rd.
5:00-7?
Wine, Beer and sodas

And some appetizers....

NO MEETING March 31st

Speech Contest Dates:
Zone Contest 4/11/2026
District Contest at Macon 5/1-2




Rotary Volunteer Opportunities

Reading Rockets

Reading Rockets program promotes early literacy by having volunteers read to
Pre-K, kindergarten, and first-grade students in Glynn County schools. The
program has been running for over 14 years.

Contact Kern Baker to volunteer kern.baker@gmail.com

Second Harvest Food Bank

Volunteer Opportunities in Brunswick. Third Wednesday of every month at
North Glynn Rec Center from 9am-noon. Contact Jim Kielt at
jim.kielt@yahoo.com for more details.

Or, contact our Southeast Branch Programs Coordinator, Liz Ballenger at (912)
567-1205 or Iballenger@helpendhunger.org

Backpack Buddies

Backpack Buddies provides nutritious food for elementary school students on
free and reduced meal assistance, helping them through the weekends.

Each Bag Includes: 2 milks, 2 juices, 2 proteins, 2 fruits/veggies, 2 breakfast
items, and 4 snacks

Coordinated by Susan Shipman, this program involves packing backpacks with
nutritious food on Wednesdays.

Coordinator: Susan Shipman.
Location: 6329 Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
Contact: https://ccfssi.onechurchsoftware.com/public/groups/63




Announcements

Did you ring the bell? If so, you are invited...




Announcements
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Area Rotary Club Meetings
Brunswick Brunswick Country Club 2nd&4th Thurs., 12:00 pm
Golden Isles Kemble Center, SGHS Wed., 7:30 am
Jekyll Island  Jekyll Island Golf Club Wed., 7:30 am
St. Simons Best Western Tues., 12:30 -1:30 pm with lunch at noon

ROTARY WEBSITES Four Way Test

. . . i ?
www.ssirotary.org - St. Simon Rotary Website IS it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

www.rotarydistrict6920.org - District 6920 Website
. . Will it build GOODWILL &
www.facebook.com/rotaryssi -St. Simons Rotary Facebook better FRIENDSHIP?

www.facebook.com/Rotary6920 - District Facebook Page Is it BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?



http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.rotarydistrict6920.org
http://www.facebook.com/rotaryssi
http://www.facebook.com/Rotary6920
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