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St Simons Island Rotary Local Speech Contest
Guests: Dr. Whitney Stewart, Heather Heath, Paul Watts, Amazing Students

The 2026 Rotary 4-Way Test Speech Contest is an excellent opportunity for high
school, career-tech, and home-schooled students to apply Rotary’s ethical principles to
modern life through a 5-7 minute speech.

Participating in this contest allows our club to deepen its community involvement
while introducing local youth to the values of Rotary. Inviting these students to present
their speeches provides our members with a thought-provoking experience and the
chance to meet outstanding young leaders in our area.

Please note that local club winners will advance to the zone contest. We look
forward to your support in making this year's event a success.

Judges:
Dr. Whitney Nell Stewart, Executive Director, Coastal Georgia Historical Society
Heather Heath, Executive Director, Golden Isles Arts & Humanities

Paul Watts, Retired teacher and President, Philanthropic Educational Organization
(P.E.O.)

Rotary 3&{?; THE FOUR-WAY TEST

Of the things we think, say or do

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to
all concerned?




SSI Rotary Meeting 2/17/2026

Maria Jennings, President of the SSI Impact Club, spoke with us
about the club's mission and activities.

IMPACT Clubs represent Rotary’s modern approach to engaging
busy professionals and community-minded individuals. These
clubs prioritize hands-on service projects and flexible gatherings
over traditional meeting structures, providing a dynamic way to
live out the motto "Service Above Self."

The SSI Impact Club currently meets on the first and third
Thursday of each month at 5:30 PM. For more details on how to
get involved, please contact Maria Jennings at
soldbymariajennings@gmail.com.

During our meeting, Donald Emmons Peacock, President
and Captain of the Tallship Lynx, provided several updates
regarding the vessel.

The Lynx was commissioned in 1997 by Woodson K. Woods
as a privateer inspired by the original historic tall ship from
the War of 1812. It serves as a living history museum
designed to educate both children and adults about
American history through active sail training. The
construction of the vessel represents a deep commitment to
history, ambition, and inspiration.

In 2016, the Lynx Educational Foundation purchased the
ship from Woods Maritime LLC. The Lynx now hails from
Nantucket Island, Massachusetts, where it partners with the
Egan Maritime Institute. While the ship's winter home is
technically St. Petersburg, Florida, Captain Peacock noted
that since 2015, the Lynx has wintered in St. Simons Island,
Georgia, from November through May.

William T. (Terry) Adkins, Jr., the 2025-2026
District Governor for Rotary District 6920 in
Georgia, gave a video presentation
updating us on membership and philanthropy
trends.




Rotary Impact In Action




SSI Rotary Meeting 2/17/2026

GUESTS

Jim Hunter - prospective from Milwaukee
David Harrison - Wilmington DE
Phil Wallingford - Concorde NH
Attendance 2/17/2026 - 32 members and 3 guests

AnnniinFemantc and I-Inr)py News

Jim Kielt is back from a trip to Antarctica where
he did a polar plunge.In addition, his daughter
is the recipient of a Getty Scholarship.

Pam Hamilton completed the Golden Isles SWAN
X HELLENIC

Bridge Run with over 140 pp who finished after SEEWHAT OTHERS pon'T
her.She said that only six people were older.
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Butternut squash soup. Turkey wraps with sharp
cheddar and cranberry mayo. Chef’s

choice dessert catered by A Moveable Feast.

Jim Henderson was back
from his cruise around
the Caribbean with happy
news and jokes for all.
Welcome Back!

REMINDERS
NO MEETING March 31st

Meeting Time:
Lunch 12-12:30
Ring the bell at 12:30
Dismiss 1:30

Speech Contest Dates:
Zone Contest 4/11/2026
District Contest at Macon 5/1-2




Announcements

Did you ring the bell? If so, you are invited...




Announcements

Kyle Holland reminded the
club about the Coastal
Symphony Opportunity:
Marsh Moon Rising.




Rotary Volunteer Opportunities

Reading Rockets

Reading Rockets program promotes early literacy by having volunteers read to
Pre-K, kindergarten, and first-grade students in Glynn County schools. The
program has been running for over 14 years.

Contact Kern Baker to volunteer kern.baker@gmail.com

Second Harvest Food Bank

Volunteer Opportunities in Brunswick. Third Wednesday of every month at
North Glynn Rec Center from 9am-noon. Contact Jim Kielt at
jim.kielt@yahoo.com for more details.

Or, contact our Southeast Branch Programs Coordinator, Liz Ballenger at (912)
567-1205 or Iballenger@helpendhunger.org

Backpack Buddies

Backpack Buddies provides nutritious food for elementary school students on
free and reduced meal assistance, helping them through the weekends.

Each Bag Includes: 2 milks, 2 juices, 2 proteins, 2 fruits/veggies, 2 breakfast
items, and 4 snacks

Coordinated by Susan Shipman, this program involves packing backpacks with
nutritious food on Wednesdays.

Coordinator: Susan Shipman.
Location: 6329 Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
Contact: https://ccfssi.onechurchsoftware.com/public/groups/63
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Area Rotary Club Meetings
Brunswick Brunswick Country Club 2nd&4th Thurs., 12:00 pm
Golden Isles Kemble Center, SGHS Wed., 7:30 am
Jekyll Island  Jekyll Island Golf Club Wed., 7:30 am
St. Simons Best Western Tues., 12:30 -1:30 pm with lunch at noon

ROTARY WEBSITES Four Way Test

. . . i ?
www.ssirotary.org - St. Simon Rotary Website IS it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

www.rotarydistrict6920.org - District 6920 Website
. . Will it build GOODWILL &
www.facebook.com/rotaryssi -St. Simons Rotary Facebook better FRIENDSHIP?

www.facebook.com/Rotary6920 - District Facebook Page Is it BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?



http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.ssirotary.org
http://www.rotarydistrict6920.org
http://www.facebook.com/rotaryssi
http://www.facebook.com/Rotary6920
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