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Speakers: Paul and Michele Matthews

Serbia Friendship Exchange, Intercountry Committee,
and Project Collaborations

Paul and Michele Matthews are fellow members of the Rotary Club of the Classic
City of Athens. Paul served as club president in 2003-04 and in multiple Board
roles, and in District 6910 has been an Assistant Governor, district chair for
multiple Rotary Foundation subcommittees, and led district teams to Argentina in
1999 and Turkey in 2005. Paul will serve as Rotary International District 6910's
Governor for the 2026-27 year. He has been presented with the Cliff Dochterman
Award from the International Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians, The Rotary
Foundation Citation for Meritorious Service and the Foundation’s Distinguished
Service Award.

Michele serves on the 2026 District 6910 Conference Committee and will serve as
the Conference Chair for 2027. She is part of the Environment and Sustainability
Rotary Action Group and the International Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians, and
she and Paul attended last summer's RI international convention in Calgary, and
took part in this year's two-week Friendship Exchange with Serbia.

Paul and Michele are multiple Paul Harris Fellows, and Paul is part of the Polio
Plus Society, Paul Harris Society, and Bequest Society.

Paul and Michele are both retired from the University of Georgia and are long-
time and award-winning volunteer Scout leaders for different Boy Scout troops in
the Athens area. Their two adult sons are Eagle Scouts; Forest works at UGA and
Sean is a U.S. Marine.
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Congratulations to...

Deborah Gonzalez for becoming CCRC's newest Paul Harris Fellow.
Michelle Roberts Kelterborn for her selection as District 6910 Governor Nominee.

Service Projects

Quarterly Litter Pickup - Sun., Nov. 16, at 2 p.m. Please meet up at the
VFW parking lot at 835 Sunset Dr. to receive your vest, pickup sticks and
trash bags. Volunteers will clean up the length of Sunset Dr. as part of the
Keep Athens Clarke County Beautiful (KACCB).

Christmas Stockings for Denney Tower Residents

On Mon., Dec. 8, students from Howard B. Stroud Elementary School will
attend our club meeting so that we can assist them with preparing Christmas
stockings to be delivered to the residents of Denney Tower, a downtown
high-rise building housing for the elderly. Please bring the following small-
sized items to meetings in November and December: single-packaged tooth
brushes, travel-size tubes of toothpaste, wet wipes, bar soap, and/or pocket-
sized packages of tissues. We will stuff 113 stockings with the students
during the December 8th meeting. We will also need 3-4 members to load up
their cars and help deliver the stockings to Denney Tower after the meeting.
Please let Candace Crew or Marilyn Appleby know if you can assist with
delivering stockings after the meeting.

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Program

As we have done for the past several years, our members will show their
holiday spirit by working with the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
program run by the Athens Area Council on Aging. This program aids
grandparents by providing holiday gifts for their grandchildren. Check with
Tammy Dalton regarding gift ideas or look for the list in the Ignite App.
Please bring unwrapped gifts to our annual Christmas Party on
December 15th. If you are uncertain that you will be in attendance at the
party, please bring your unwrapped gifts to the Dec.1st or Dec. 8th regular
meeting.

Reporting Service Hours

Volunteered for a Service Project lately? Please be sure to report volunteer
hours worked in the Ignite App. This is how we report our service hours to
District 6910 and Rotary International. If you need help with reporting your
hours in Ignite, please see Candace Crew.

Local Service Opportunities

For those who may want some additional service opportunities related to
food-based needs, Rotarians may serve with the NE Georgia Foodbank 890
Newton Bridge Rd., Athens, this holiday season. Statham-based company
Cable East, is sponsoring two dates at the Foodbank and Rotarians may join
this endeavor on Fri., Dec. 12th from 2:30 - 4 pm.

Click on the sign up link below to register. December Sign Up

Raffle Tickets for Ireland Trip

Thank you to the many members who have already turned in their money and
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ticket stubs for this year's chance to win a trip to Ireland. What about you? Most
of us will be seeing family and friends over the holidays, so give them a chance
to support all the work we do in our community. All ticket funds must be turned
in no later than December 8th to be eligible for a chance to win. Check with
Laura Iyer for more information.

Speakers

November 24 – No Meeting. Happy Thanksgiving!

December 1 - Denise Young, CHaRM (Center for Hard to Recycle Materials

December 8 - Christmas Stocking stuffing with Howard B. Stroud students
at our regular meeting and presentation of 2024-25 financial information.

December 15 - Annual White Elephant Christmas Party, 1055 Barber St.,
6 p.m. Nice: Bring your unwrapped gifts for Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren. Naughty: Bring a wrapped surprise gift valued at $20 or way
less for the White Elephant exhange. Your gift can be fun or funky, nice or
outrageous (well, within Rotary boundaries), sweet or sassy. After all these
years, we are still looking for the return of the fish tie and the Putin
calendar. Sign up with Tammy Dalton.

The Classic City Rotary Club welcomes all persons interested in our mission
of Service Above Self. Invite a friend, co-worker, or neighbor to join us at

our next meeting.

Meeting Volunteers

November 17th
Greeter: Delmira Jennings
Inspiration and Pledge: Dan Everett
4 Way Test: Tammy Gilland

December 1
Greeter: Marilyn Appleby
Inspiration and Pledge: Cris Waite Morgan
4 Way Test: Tammy Gilland

December 8
Greeter: Rick Leffel
Inspiration and Pledge: Laura Iyer
4 Way Test: Delmira Jennings

* If you are unable to fulfill your assignment due to work, travel, or family
commitments, please ask a fellow member to substitute for you.
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Rotarians are invited to a Benefit Concert on Sat., Nov. 22, 2025, at 6 p.m. A
Song for Ukraine at the Lawrenceville Arts Center, featuring John
McCutcheon — a six-time Grammy-nominated folk legend, author, and
storyteller. The concert will feature Ukrainian bandura player Olena Kovban and
artwork created by children from the Aza Nizi Maza Studio in Kharkiv, which was
painted in underground shelters during the war. Click here to view artwork: link.
One hundred percent of proceeds will fund safe classrooms, art therapy, and
education for nearly 200 displaced children in Odesa, Kharkiv, and frontline
villages.

District Conference

Remember to sign up for the upcoming District Conference at Harrah’s
Resort and Spa, Cherokee, NC from April 30, 2026, through May 3, 2026. It
will be a CELEBRATION of your District that you will not want to miss! Our
own Paul Matthews will be installed as District Governor for the 2026-2027
Rotary Year. Let's celebrate with Paul!

Register now at rotarydistrict6910.org/conference/ on DacDb.
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