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Club Meeting

Lakeland
Meets at First United Methodist Church
72 Lake Morton Drive
Lakeland, FL 33801
Time: Tuesday at 12:00 PM

Weekly Meeting, November 11, 2025
By Cheryl L Bauman
President Larry Becker called the meeting to order. John Fullerton led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, and Four-
way Test and so opened the meeting. Dan Borneman introduced guests and visiting Rotarians, and Irma Cole collected
Happy Dollars. Special thanks to both Haley Tonge and Kristin Aiken for serving as greeters and to Mike Loudon for
filling the room with song.

 PROGRAM RECAP

Rotary Club Welcomes Dr. Matt Bohm and Florida Poly's Solar Car Team

The Lakeland Rotary Club gathered eagerly to welcome Dr. Matt Bohm,
an esteemed professor of mechanical engineering at Florida Polytechnic
University, along with the innovative members of the Phoenix Racing
Solar Car team. Dr. Bohm and the team members—Caleb Smith, William
Polan, Willard Scammey, and Bruno DeOliveira—unfolded the
captivating tale of their journey in engineering, innovation, and
sustainability, leaving everyone inspired.

The solar car program at Florida Poly embarked on its journey in 2022
with a small team and lofty ambitions. Guided by Dr. Bohm’s expertise,
the students began their first project by designing and building their
initial prototype, lovingly dubbed the "Ugly Duckling." Though its
appearance may not have been striking, the lessons learned from
constructing this car were invaluable. The students mastered wiring, welding, and the essentials of car design. As they
tested their creation, they even formed a friendly relationship with the campus police, who occasionally pulled them over
on public roads.

In 2024, buoyed by continuous support and essential funding, the team unveiled their first competition-ready vehicle,
Spark Mark 1, at the prestigious Formula Sun Grand Prix. This meticulously crafted car managed to pass rigorous scrutiny,
enabling them to proudly secure seventh place in the tournament—a significant accomplishment for a debut team.

Not resting on their laurels, the team returned to the drawing board, determined to improve and innovate.
Transformation ensued, resulting in Spark Mark 2—a sleek, efficient upgrade. By 2025, their relentless dedication paid off
as they soared to second place overall and clinched first in their class. With their sights set on the American Solar
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Years of
Service

William W.
Chase III
11-01-1975
50 Years
R. Howard
Wiggs
11-01-1986
39 Years
Allan Dean
Boring
11-01-1988
37 Years
Janice
Tedder Jones
11-16-2010
15 Years
Vincent G.
Jones
11-16-2010
15 Years
Pamela
Craven
11-30-2010
15 Years
Kathryn Dhue
Abels
11-08-2011
14 Years
Tracy Yvonne
Kimbrough
11-08-2011
14 Years
Kathy McGee
11-03-2015
10 Years
Jason Wyatt
11-03-2015
10 Years
Larry Stahl
11-03-2015
10 Years
Cory
Neupauer
11-15-2016
9 Years

Challenge, a demanding cross-country endurance race, the team continued to refine their strategies and designs.

Dr. Bohm highlighted how these ambitious projects are shaping the next generation of engineers by merging the thrill of
racing with fundamental principles of sustainability and innovation. The Rotary Club members were thrilled to celebrate
the remarkable progress and relentless drive of the Phoenix Racing Team, recognizing the promising future for these
young engineers.

Team members Caleb Smith, William Polan, Willard Scammey, and Bruno DeOliveira joined Dr. Bohm to share their
personal experiences and the technical hurdles they surpassed. Caleb, the team president, narrated the journey from the
crude prototype to the impressive competition car. William, the lead designer, explained the crucial enhancements made
over the years. Willard, a previous VP of manufacturing and now a grad student, shared his experiences in design and
production, and Bruno, the media specialist, spoke passionately about the team’s commitment to innovation and
community involvement.

The Rotary Club members were impressed by the team’s passion and ingenuity. As Dr. Bohm and the team answered
questions, they showcased the collaborative spirit and technical prowess that drive their ongoing success. The members
learned about the meticulous strategy involved in racing a solar car, from scrutineering to optimizing efficiency on the
track.

The Phoenix Racing team also emphasized their ongoing need for community support and sponsorship to continue their
project. They invited interested members and potential sponsors to contribute, fostering a stronger bond between the
team and its community.

In closing, the Rotary Club applauded Dr. Bohm and the team for their inspirational presentation. The session
underscored the importance of synergistic efforts between academia, industry, and local communities in nurturing
innovative projects. The Rotary Club members left with renewed enthusiasm for supporting young engineers in their
quest for sustainability.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

November 25th - No Meeting - Have a Happy Thanksgiving!

December — Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army and gift collection for Southwest Elementary School all month long!
Sign-ups to come.

December 2nd— Dr. Daryl Ward The AGB Museum at Florida Southern College

January 10th - Kids Pack Service Project. Save the date. Details to come.

February 6th — Save the date for the 22nd Annual Twilight 5k, benefiting Common Ground Park. The committee
is currently seeking sponsorships. For more information, email Scott LaRonde.

February 7th - Lake Clean Up. Save the date. Details to come.

WEEKLY RAG
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11-03-2019
6 Years
Brenda
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11-03-2019
6 Years
Mark Davies
11-03-2019
6 Years
Tyler Davis
11-14-2019
6 Years
Caleb
Douglas
Bloodworth
11-14-2019
6 Years
Jennifer
Swenson
11-14-2019
6 Years
Linda
Roddenbery
11-10-2022
3 Years
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Secretary
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What is RAG? Rotary Action Groups are independent, Rotary-affiliated groups made of people from around the world who
are experts in a particular field, such as economic development, peace, addiction prevention, the environment or water.
Each group offers technical expertise and support to help clubs plan and implement projects and increase its overall
impact.

This week's featured group is RAG4Clubfoot, which was created to support action for a world free of clubfoot disability.
Clubfoot is a congenital deformity where the foot is twisted inward and downward. It is a common birth defect, affecting
about 1 in 1,000 live births. It is estimated that over 200,000 babies are born with clubfoot each year with over 1 million
cases that remain untreated.

To address this need, RAG4Clubfoot has partnered with the Ponseti International Association, a global network of health
professionals and advocates trained in the Ponseti Method, which is a low-tech, non-surgical, highly effective treatment
for correcting clubfoot deformity. Since 2016, Rotary International has granted over $500 million towards these efforts for
the benefit of 163,000 patients.

Learn more about RAG4Clubfoot and its efforts to help children around the world.

ROTARY TRIVIA

In 1923, Rotary International adopted its official gear wheel emblem with 24 cogs and six
spokes, adding a keyway to make it mechanically sound after advice from engineers. Initially,
the design featured a simple wagon wheel symbolizing "Civilization and Movement."

https://youtu.be/jD2dzoNL25c
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Follow our socials, and remember to Like, Join and Share!

https://www.facebook.com/lakelandrotaryclub
https://www.instagram.com/lakelandrotary/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-lakeland-rotary-club/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/@lakelandrotary2756

