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Museum
Private Tour of
the AGB Art
Museum with
optional dinner
before or after
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Club Meeting

Lakeland

Meets at First United Methodist Church
72 Lake Morton Drive

Lakeland, FL 33801

Time: Tuesday at 12:00 PM

Weekly Meeting, January 27, 2026

By Cheryl L Bauman

President Larry Becker called the meeting to order. Linda Roddenbery led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and
Four-way Test, and so opened the meeting. Andrew Lingenfelter introduced guests and visiting Rotarians, and Melody
Rider collected Happy Dollars. Special thanks to Bill Lippy and Carol Catanzarite for serving as greeters and to Mike
Loudon for leading the members in song.

PROGRAM RECAP

Dr. Devin Stephenson

Introduced by Linda Bagley-Wiggs, Dr. Devin Stephenson shared
updates on Florida Poly's exciting growth and achievements. He
highlighted the institution's commitment to "service above self,"
emphasizing the Rotaract Club's active involvement in community
initiatives. Florida Poly is thriving with record-breaking enroliment and
new academic programs in Aerospace Engineering, Information
Technology, Biomedical Sciences, and Data Science. Innovative research
projects, including smart socks, asthma inhaler improvements, and
water purity enhancements, are underway with local partnerships.
Facility expansions and strategic initiatives, such as a collaboration with
Carnegie Mellon for the National Robotics Engineering Center, are set to
bolster the university's impact. Devin also addressed the institution's
dedication to affordable education and high job placement rates,
preparing students to be disruptive thinkers and responsible leaders. He
concluded with a heartfelt call to do all the good one can, reflecting his commitment to making a positive difference in the
community.

Exciting Developments at Florida Poly: Florida Poly is rapidly growing and achieving remarkable milestones.

« Enrollment Growth: Record-breaking enrollment and expansion plans with new Residence Halls.

* New Programs: Introducing Aerospace Engineering, Information Technology, Biomedical Sciences, and Data
Science.

« Innovative Research: Collaborations for Al projects, smart socks, asthma inhalers, and improved water purity.

Facility Expansions: The Gary Wynn Engineering Building and new Student Power and Security Operations Center have
opened to support the growing student body. Plans are underway to build a new Al Cybersecurity Operations Center and
expand student housing further.

Partnerships & Initiatives: Florida Poly is teaming with various organizations, including:

» Lakeland Regional: Smart socks development.
« Orlando Health: Innovation center collaborations.
« Dale Carnegie Training: Enhancing communication skills among students.

Pioneering Research: Projects in Parkinson’s research, traffic improvement on 1-4, and the National Robotics
Engineering Center node in collaboration with Carnegie Mellon.

Advancing Medical Education: A six-year BS to DO collaboration with Dr. Kiran Patel's Orlando College of Osteopathic
Medicine addresses the upcoming shortage of physicians.

Strategic Growth: With a $112 million budget, Florida Poly is asking for $42 million for the Student Achievement Center
and additional funding to support new faculty and program advancements.
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Mulberry

Community

Academy
A free, public

charter dual
language
school that
opened in
August of
2023, MCA
serves
students in
grades K
through 3rd
grade with
plans to add a
grade each
year until 8th
grade.

Birthdays

Ron Denney
February 1st

Linda Bagley
Wiggs
February 9th
Michael Huff
February 10th
Alan M. Rich
February 13th

Daniel Leonard

Borneman
February 15th

Matthew Alan
Brown
February 16th

Dawn Willis
February 18th

Cheryl L
Bauman
February 18th

William Roll
February 19th

Stephanie
Bowes
February 23rd

William M
Minozzi
February 27th

Years of
Service

Fred A. Oeters
02-01-1981
45 Years

Mark Fore
02-18-2003
23 Years

Marlon D.
Lynn
02-19-2004
22 Years

Scott Reed
02-15-2005
21 Years

John Griffin

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
January 27 — Devin Stephenson — President of Florida Poly
February 3 — Orlando Health, Watson Clinic, and Lakeland Highlands

February 6th — Save the date for the 22nd Annual Twilight 5k, benefiting Common Ground Park. The committee
is currently seeking volunteers.

February 10 — George Tinsley, Sr. — Building a Legacy by Finding Opportunity in Every Obstacle
February 17- New Member Profiles - Michelle Czelusniak, Morgan Mathis, and Matt Stone
February 19 - Night at AGB

February 21st- Lake Clean Up. Save the date. Details to come.

February 24th - Isabel Garcia and Dani Willis - RCMA Mulberry Community Academy

March 3rd - Rob Kincart - Florida SR 60 Initiative

June 13-17th - Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan.
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21 Years

Carol J.
Wallace
02-10-2009
17 Years

Stacy
Campbell-
Domineck
02-28-2017
9 Years

M Shane Glor
02-10-2018
8 Years

Trey Harden
02-12-2018
8 Years

H. Dan Hill
02-16-2021
5 Years

John Loute
02-16-2021
5 Years

Michael
Beckham
03-01-2022
4 Years

Eric Gardner
03-01-2022
4 Years

Frances
Hadley-Ervin
03-01-2022

4 Years
William
Boynton Wynn
02-24-2023

3 Years

Kellie Anne
Phillips
02-24-2023
3 Years
Karen Albert
Warren
02-24-2023
3 Years
Melissa Innella
02-24-2023
3 Years

Judi New
02-04-2025
1 Year

Brent Degel
02-26-2025
1 Year
Kristin Aiken
02-26-2025
1 Year

Tim Birri
02-26-2025
1 Year
Cheryl L
Bauman
02-26-2025
1 Year

Today’s Speakers
February 3, 2026
“Orlando Health, Watson Clinic, Lakeland Highlands Hospital”
Carlos Carrasco and Jason Hirsbrunner

Carlos Carrasco has dedicated 30 years to Orlando Health, where he currently
serves as President of the Midwest Region and Orlando Health Watson Clinic
Lakeland Highlands Hospital. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Occupational
Therapy from the Medical University of South Carolina. He further advanced his
expertise with a Master of Business Administration from Webster University.

Jason Hirsbrunner is the Chief Executive Officer of Watson Clinic and has been at
Watson Clinic since 2022. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, IL, and his Master of Business
Administration degree from the University of Ilinois in Champaign, IL.

OUR NEXT SPEAKER
February 10, 2026

George Tinsley, Sr.

CEO & President OF PENGEO, INC. AND Past President of TINSLEY FAMILY CONCESSIONS, INC., George Tinsley, Sr’s journey
from hardship to success is a true rags-to-riches story. Raised in poverty in Louisville’s Smoketown neighborhood, Tinsley faced
major challenges from the start:

Raised by a disabled babysitter from age seven months
Encouraged to quit school in 6th grade

Against all odds, Tinsley found his athletic talent, earning a college scholarship. His academic abilities and leadership skills,
honed through sports, propelled him to success in business and civic life after playing professional basketball.

WEEKLY RAG

What is RAG? Rotarian Action Groups are independent, Rotary-affiliated groups made of people from around the world
who are experts in a particular field, such as economic development, peace, addiction prevention, the environment or
water. Each group offers technical expertise and support to help clubs plan and implement projects and increase its
overall impact.

This week's featured group is The Rotary Action Group for Addiction Prevention (RAG AP). This is a global network
committed to mobilizing Rotary members and clubs to lead efforts in preventing substance use, abuse, and addiction.
Through education, advocacy, and collaboration, RAG AP aims to develop effective prevention strategies, raise awareness,
and build healthier communities worldwide. While operating in line with Rotary International policies, RAG AP is an
independent entity.

To learn more about RAG AP or to join in the effort, visit https://www.rag-ap.org/en

FAMOUS ROTARIANS
Jorge Fidel Durén (Fido)

Born on April 23, 1902, Jorge Fidel Durdn, known as Fido, made significant contributions
to both Honduran history and the Rotary organization. He earned his Doctorate in
Jurisprudence and Political Sciences and held notable public positions, including Minister
of Education, Foreign Affairs, and Rector of the National University of Honduras.

Rotary Achievements

Joining Rotary Club Tegucigalpa in 1935, Fido became the first Honduran governor of
District 110 in 1940, and served as director and vice president of Rotary International
(1949-1950). He represented RI presidents at global conferences and founded
"Honduras Rotaria" magazine, which he edited for 33 years.


https://www.rag-ap.org/en

Legacy

Fido, honored for his contributions, passed away at 93 on September 20, 1995. His
legacy as Honduras' most distinguished rotarian continues to inspire, marked by his
kindness, wisdom, and dedication to service.

Photo credit: hondurea.wordpress.
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Start Time: 7pm e CHARlTlES

RUN BEAUTIFUL LAKE HOLLINGSWORTH!
Join us for a Twilight 5K around the g Lake Hollings . Regl the finish line, and
the awards ceremony will be held at Publix Ch Park (1 Y d Park) on
Buckingham Avenue. Walkers are welcome!

Entry Fees

YOUTH (AGE 18 & UNDER)
FREE Kids DIAPER DASH & FUN
RUN back by popular demand!

ADULTS (19 & UP)
I registerad by lanuary 8, 2026

ADULTS (19 & UP)
I registered after January 8, 2026

CORPORATE TEAM
| UP TO 10 RUNNERS PER TEAM

Register Now!

Individual and Team Registration is officially open.
Scan QR code to review all race details and register mmp
Need to contact Race Director?
Email here: Lee Earls at leeeearls@gmail.com
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Follow our socials, and remember to Like, Join and Share!
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