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Club Meeting

Lakeland

Meets at First United Methodist Church
72 Lake Morton Drive

Lakeland, FL 33801

Time: Tuesday at 12:00 PM

Weekly Meeting, January 20, 2026

By Cheryl L Bauman

President Larry Becker called the meeting to order. Scott LaRonde led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and Four-
way Test, and so opened the meeting. Lyonal Lindsey introduced guests and visiting Rotarians, and Jim Russell
collected Happy Dollars. Special thanks to Glenn Offut and Tamara Roberts for serving as greeters and to Mike
Loudon for leading the members in song.
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January 1st
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Roddenbery
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Alice Hunt
January 1st
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McWilliams
January 1st
Frances
Hadley-Ervin
January 1st
Matthew
Schichtel
January 1st
Lori Martini
January 4th
Mark Fore
January 6th
Brockman C.
Self

January 11th
H. Dan Hill
January 12th
Kim Brunson
January 12th

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
January 27 — Devin Stephenson — President of Florida Poly
February 3 — Orlando Health Watson Clinic

February 6th — Save the date for the 22nd Annual Twilight 5k, benefiting Common Ground Park. The committee
is currently seeking volunteers.

February 10 — George Tinsley — Building a Legacy

February 17- Joe Tedder - Polk County Tax Collector
February 19 - Night at AGB

February 21st- Lake Clean Up. Save the date. Details to come.

June 13-17th - Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan.

TODAY'S PROGRAM — 1/27/2026

FLORIDA POLY PRESIDENT - DR. G. DEVIN
STEPHENSON :

Dr. Devin Stephenson became Florida Polytechnic University’s second president
in July 2024, coinciding with its 10th anniversary. With over 30 years of experience
in higher education — including 17 years as president and CEO — he is dedicated

to advancing Florida Poly’s reputation as a premier STEM university. Prior to
Florida Poly, Dr. Stephenson was president of Northwest State College, where he
led significant growth in assets, grants, and enrollment.

Dr. Stephenson holds a doctorate and master's degrees in the Administration of
Higher Education from the University of Alabama. In 2025, he was appointed to

the Royal Academy of Doctors in Spain, an international honor recognizing his
contributions to educational leadership and global innovation. He also holds a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Birmingham-Southern
College, and an associate of science degree from Walker Junior College.
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January 28th
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Years of
Service

John B. Ellis
01-06-1981
45 Years

Fred A. Oeters
02-01-1981
45 Years

Ron Denney
01-15-2002
24 Years

Scott Reed
02-15-2005
21 Years

Carol J.
Wallace
02-10-2009
17 Years

Alice Hunt
01-15-2013
13 Years

Kim Brunson
01-15-2013
13 Years

M Shane Glor
02-10-2018

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM — FEBRUARY 3, 2026
Orlando Health Watson Clinic Lakeland Highlands

Hospital

irsbrunner

Carlos Carrasco has dedicated 30 years to Orlando Health, where he currently serves as President
of the Midwest Region and Orlando Health Watson Clinic Lakeland Highlands Hospital. He holds a

Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy from the Medical University of South Carolina. He
further advanced his expertise with a Master of Business Administration from Webster University.

Carlos Carrd

Jason Hirsbrunner is the Chief Executive Officer of Watson Clinic and has been at Watson Clinic
since 2022. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Illinois Wesleyan University in
Bloomington, IL, and his Master of Business Administration degree from the University of Illinois in
Champaign, IL.

WEEKLY RAG

What is RAG? Rotary Action Groups are independent, Rotary-affiliated groups made of people from around the world who
are experts in a particular field, such as economic development, peace, addiction prevention, the environment or water.
Each group offers technical expertise and support to help clubs plan and implement projects and increase its overall
impact.

This week's featured group is The Blindness Prevention Rotary Action Group or BPRAG. This group is an outgrowth of the
former Avoidable Blindness Task Force, the Fellowship of Eye Care Professionals, and the Eye Care Fellowship of
Rotarians. The BPRAG welcomes all Rotarians and friends of Rotary who want to make a lasting difference through sight-
saving services.

Over 1 billion people worldwide live with vision impairment that could have been prevented or treated. Through
awareness, outreach, and global cooperation, BPRAG aims to:

Raise global awareness of avoidable blindness and its impact on underserved communities.

Support sustainable eye care programs that provide screenings, surgeries, and treatments where they are
needed the most.

Collaborate with Rotary Clubs, NGOs, and global health partners to deliver high-impact, community-driven
eye care initiatives.

Train and equip local health professionals to build long-term, local capacity.

Advocate for policy and funding support to expand access to eye care at the national and international levels.

To learn more about BPRAG or to join in the effort, visit bprag.org.

FAMOUS ROTARIANS

Malala Yousafzai, born July 12, 1997, is a Pakistani activist and producer of film and
television. She is the youngest Nobel Prize laureate in history, receiving the Peace Prize in
2014 at the young age of 17. She was awarded for her passionate advocacy for the
education of women and children in her native district of Swat where the Taliban was
banning girls from attending school. Her work has grown into an international movement,
and former Prime Minister, Shahid Khagan Abbasi has called Malala, "Pakistan's most
prominent citizen."

Malala's first connection with Rotary was through her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai, an
educator and activist who helped establish the first Rotary club in Swat Valley. He remains
an active member of the Rotary Club of Mingora Swat. Today, her Malala Fund supports
free and safe education for girls around the world. Her messaging is frequently quoted in
Rotary International communications, and she was featured as a guest speaker at the 2014
Rotary Conference in Great Britain and Ireland.

Photo credit: flowcomm
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ARE YOU
RUNNING,
WALKING,
VOLUNTEE
AT THE 5K
2:.6.26¢
SEE VINCE
FOR INFO!
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RUN BEAUTIFUL LAKE HOLLINGSWORTH!

Join us for a Twilight 5K around the stunning Lake Hollingsworth. Registration, the finish line, and
the awards ceramaony will be held at Publix Charities Park (formerly Edgewood Park) on
Buckingham Avenue. Walkers are welcome!

02.06.2026
Start Time: 7pm

Entry Fees

YOUTH (AGE 18 & UNDER)
FREE Kids DIAPER DASH & FUN
RUN back by popular demand!

@ ADULTS (19 & UP)
1 registered by January 6, 202¢

ADULTS (19 & UP)
1 registéraed after Ja

CORPORATE TEAM
UPTO 10 RUNNERS PER TEAM

Finisher
Madal

i 1
Register Now! T
Individual and Team Registration is officially open o “ns
Scan QR code to review all race details and register - Do 1\:’5‘,
Need to contact Race Director? ?}1“ e,
Email here: Lee Earls at leeeearls@gmail.com EI% ,‘.".f 1

I s | Rotary's Vocational Service Month
JAN UARY L ,! ~ is a time to emphasize high ethical
i I &’ 4 standards in business, recognize
Is 4. & SR e dignity of all useful work, and
; » use personal skills to serve society,
rooted in Rotary's Second Avenue
of Service, encouraging members
to live the Four-Way Test in their

VOCATIONAL
SERVICE MONTH
Let’s honor and promote

professional ethics and skills
within our communities.

‘ o lanil Clubs focus on ethics talks, career

& 3 Rotary mentoring, vocational awards, and
‘ Club

‘ skill-based community projects

during this month.
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SAVE secoMEASPONSOR ——— SATURDAY
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MUNN PARK
8am-3pm

LOOKING
FOR
BULLETIN
HELPERS




Follow our socials, and remember to Like, Join and Share!
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