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Club Meeting

Lakeland
Meets at First United Methodist Church
72 Lake Morton Drive
Lakeland, FL 33801
Time: Tuesday at 12:00 PM

Weekly Meeting, January 20, 2026
By Cheryl L Bauman
President Larry Becker called the meeting to order. Scott LaRonde led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and Four-
way Test, and so opened the meeting. Lyonal Lindsey introduced guests and visiting Rotarians, and Jim Russell
collected Happy Dollars. Special thanks to Glenn Offut and Tamara Roberts for serving as greeters and to Mike
Loudon for leading the members in song.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

January 27 – Devin Stephenson – President of Florida Poly

February 3 – Orlando Health Watson Clinic

February 6th — Save the date for the 22nd Annual Twilight 5k, benefiting Common Ground Park. The committee
is currently seeking volunteers.

February 10 – George Tinsley – Building a Legacy

February 17- Joe Tedder - Polk County Tax Collector

February 19 - Night at AGB

February 21st- Lake Clean Up. Save the date. Details to come.

June 13-17th - Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan.
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WEEKLY RAG

What is RAG? Rotary Action Groups are independent, Rotary-affiliated groups made of people from around the world who
are experts in a particular field, such as economic development, peace, addiction prevention, the environment or water.
Each group offers technical expertise and support to help clubs plan and implement projects and increase its overall
impact.

This week's featured group is The Blindness Prevention Rotary Action Group or BPRAG. This group is an outgrowth of the
former Avoidable Blindness Task Force, the Fellowship of Eye Care Professionals, and the Eye Care Fellowship of
Rotarians. The BPRAG welcomes all Rotarians and friends of Rotary who want to make a lasting difference through sight-
saving services.

Over 1 billion people worldwide live with vision impairment that could have been prevented or treated. Through
awareness, outreach, and global cooperation, BPRAG aims to:

Raise global awareness of avoidable blindness and its impact on underserved communities.
Support sustainable eye care programs that provide screenings, surgeries, and treatments where they are
needed the most.
Collaborate with Rotary Clubs, NGOs, and global health partners to deliver high-impact, community-driven
eye care initiatives.
Train and equip local health professionals to build long-term, local capacity.
Advocate for policy and funding support to expand access to eye care at the national and international levels.

To learn more about BPRAG or to join in the effort, visit bprag.org.

FAMOUS ROTARIANS

Malala Yousafzai, born July 12, 1997, is a Pakistani activist and producer of film and
television. She is the youngest Nobel Prize laureate in history, receiving the Peace Prize in
2014 at the young age of 17. She was awarded for her passionate advocacy for the
education of women and children in her native district of Swat where the Taliban was
banning girls from attending school. Her work has grown into an international movement,
and former Prime Minister, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has called Malala, "Pakistan's most
prominent citizen."

Malala's first connection with Rotary was through her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai, an
educator and activist who helped establish the first Rotary club in Swat Valley. He remains
an active member of the Rotary Club of Mingora Swat. Today, her Malala Fund supports
free and safe education for girls around the world. Her messaging is frequently quoted in
Rotary International communications, and she was featured as a guest speaker at the 2014
Rotary Conference in Great Britain and Ireland.

Photo credit: flowcomm

https://bprag.org/


8 Years
Trey Harden
02-12-2018
8 Years
Jessica Kirby
01-10-2019
7 Years
Lucas Martin
01-08-2021
5 Years
Irma Cole
01-27-2021
5 Years
Judi New
02-04-2025
1 Year

Club
Leaders

Lawrence M.
Becker
President
Matthew
Alan Brown
President-
Elect
Thomas
Conger
Vice President
Ron Denney
Rotary
Foundation
Chair
Darlene
Eanett
Treasurer
Josie Hill
Secretary
Irma Cole
Club Public
Image Chair
Fred A.
Oeters
Sergeant-at-
Arms
Stacy
Campbell-
Domineck
Club Director
Pamela
Craven
Club Director
Mark Fore
Club Director
Trey Harden
Club Director
Jessica Kirby
Club Director
Andrew
Lingenfelter
Club Director
Martha Lou
Luce
Club Director
Karen Albert
Warren



Club Director
Marsha Leap
iPast President



Follow our socials, and remember to Like, Join and Share!

https://www.facebook.com/lakelandrotaryclub
https://www.instagram.com/lakelandrotary/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-lakeland-rotary-club/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/@lakelandrotary2756

