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Weekly Meeting, January 13, 2026
By Cheryl L Bauman
President Larry Becker called the meeting to order. Blair Allen led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and Four-way
Test, and so opened the meeting. Orathai Northern introduced guests and all visiting Rotarians, and Irma Cole
collected Happy Dollars. Special thanks to Carol and
Philipson for serving as greeters.

'

In Memory of Tracy Y. Kimbrough

Tracy Yvonne Kimbrough of Bartow, Florida, passed away on January 12, 2026. Born in Gainesville, she lived in Sarasota,
Lakeland, and Bartow, embodying a deep sense of community. A graduate of Lake Gibson High, Hillsborough Community,
USF, and Florida Southern College, Tracy dedicated 38 years to CPS, known for her compassion and advocacy.

Her life included interests in family, mystery movies, history, traveling, and Rotary. Tracy generously served organizations
like Camp Fire, Polk Education Foundation, and Lakeland Volunteers in Public Schools, mentoring young professionals with
enthusiasm. Tracy joined The Lakeland Rotary Club on November 8, 2011, and was honored as a Paul Harris Fellow and
Major Donor.

A celebration of life was held on January 17, 2026, with a memorial fund established to support her beloved nonprofits.
Tracy's life epitomized "Service Above Self."

PROGRAM RECAP

The Art of Entrepreneurship by Chris McLaughlin

Introduced by Don Selvage, Chris McLaughlin — shared a wide-ranging and engaging story of leadership,
entrepreneurship, and resilience, beginning with his roots in Lakeland. A graduate of Lakeland High School, Chris reflected
on his early interest in leadership, serving as class president. Those early experiences helped shape his confidence,
communication skills, and willingness to step forward—qualities that would later define his professional journey.
Chris noted that Lakeland has always held a special place for him and his family, making it particularly meaningful to
speak before the Rotary Club. He praised Rotary as an organization that consistently invests in community, connection,
and service, and expressed appreciation for the work members do to strengthen Lakeland.
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He went on to describe his time at Georgetown University, where the transition from Lakeland to Washington, D.C., was
both eye-opening and formative. Immersed in a diverse, international environment that included political families, global
leaders, and well-known public figures, Chris quickly learned that leadership at higher levels required preparation,
perspective, and adaptability. His successful run for student vice president reinforced those lessons and expanded his
understanding of responsibility and service.

Although Chris initially planned to pursue a traditional legal career, his interests began to shift while completing his
JD/MBA. A class project evolved into an online investment business, leading him to take an entrepreneurial risk despite
strong discouragement at home. That decision ultimately proved successful when the company was sold for $7 million,
validating his belief in thoughtful risk-taking and innovation.

Not every step forward came without setbacks. After experiencing a significant investment loss, Chris committed himself
to learning real estate in depth. He began acquiring local properties and, in 2003, opened a Keller Williams office in
downtown Lakeland. The firm grew rapidly, reaching 80 agents in its first year and achieving market leadership in
subsequent years, with expansion into surrounding communities.

The 2008 financial crisis presented another major challenge. Drawing on his background in law, investing, and real estate,
Chris co-founded Short Sales Riches, a company focused on education and solutions during the foreclosure crisis. He also
recognized opportunity during the downturn, investing in local housing and reinforcing his long-term commitment to
Lakeland.

Chris concluded by emphasizing the importance of action, adaptability, and community involvement. His journey
illustrated that setbacks often open new doors and that leadership—when paired with service—can create lasting impact.
His story served as a reminder that Rotary members, through their commitment to service and stewardship, are already
taking meaningful steps to shape the future of their community.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
January 20th - Pam Craven – Learning Resource Center and READ Lakeland

January 22 – Fellowship Social at Cob & Pen, 5 – 7 pm

January 27 – Devin Stephenson – President of Florida Poly

February 3 – Orlando Health Watson Clinic
February 6th — Save the date for the 22nd Annual Twilight 5k, benefiting Common Ground Park. The committee
is currently seeking volunteers. For more information, email Scott LaRonde.

February 10 – George Tinsley – Building a Legacy

February 21st- Lake Clean Up. Save the date. Details to come.

June 5-9th - Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan.
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Follow our socials, and remember to Like, Join and Share!
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