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SPARKS

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 20, 2012
Speaker: Wesley A. Jackson, Courier-Journal President & Publisher

Introduction by: Nancy Jo Trafton Through Service
Buffet Opens: 11:30 am / Meeting Begins: 12:15 pm
Galt House West - Second Floor - Daisy-Sunflower Room

Wesley A Jackson is president & publisher of The Courier-Journal. Aninnovative leader with a strong background of
translating new technology into durable long-term businesses, Mr. Jackson has led several digital technology com-
panies, served as a corporate senior vice president for Belo Corporation, bringing the firm into Classified Ventures,
which has developed industry-leading online classified products including Cars.com, Apartments.com and
Homescape.com. He also represented Belo and played a lead role in the development of a consortium of 30 news-
paper companies to form a strategic partnership with Yahoo! Before joining Belo, he worked in a variety of media
and interactive positions.

Mr. Jackson serves on the Leadership Louisville, American Red Cross, Fund for the Arts and Kentucky Derby Festival
boards. A native Louisvillian, he attended DuPont Manual Magnet High School, holds a bachelor’s degree in communications from
the University of Kentucky where he also was a three-year football letterman. He and his wife, Julie, have two daughters and many
of you will recognize his parents, Ralph and Rebecca Jackson of Louisville.

Mr. Jackson will speak to the Rotary Club of Louisville about the evolution and changes in news organizations and specifically chang-
es in newspaper operations at The Courier-Journal (www.courier-journal.com).
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Rotary Meeting - September 13, 2012

Kathy Evitts gave the invocation. John Anderson led the pledge and singing of “the Caisson
Song”. Charlie Castner provided the piano accompaniment.

Guests were introduced, including Rotarian Kathy Williamson, past president of the Radcliff
Club. President Stuart shared a few highlights from the 1922-1932 decade of our club’s his- §
tory, including an improbable article which appeared in the SPARKS newsletter entitled “I
Like The Depression”. (CLICK HERE to view the article in its entirety.) President Stuart then
welcomed Alex Novak as the newest Paul Harris Fellow.

Heather Whelan introduced our guest speaker, Colonel Bruce Jenkins, Garrison Commander '
at Fort Knox, who described his role as that of “mayor” or “city manager”. As he provided

statistics and demographics , it became apparent what an important and strategic asset the Heather We|an, Colonel Bruce Jenkins and
base is for Kentucky and the Louisville metropolitan area. More than 30,000 people live and President Stuart E. Alexander, Ill
work on the base and over 100,000 people are supported economically by the various com-

mands.

Fort Knox has grown and prospered in recent years despite losing the armor training command to Fort Benning, Georgia, as part of the
Pentagon’s Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) program. There are 10,000 more people employed as the result of BRAC and prestig-
ious commands such as the HRC, Human Resources Command, formerly headquartered in Alexandria, Va., have relocated to Fort Knox.
Joint training with Navy and Air Force personnel and the Army Recruiting Command are additional activities from which the base has
benefited as part of BRAC.

Colonel Jenkins discussed the heavy emphasis on introducing new technology and energy efficiency to this venerable facility. One initia-
tive has already trimmed an impressive $250,000 per month in utilities expense. The future looks bright despite looming budget cuts.
A $500 million investment in new medical facilities is in the works, along with $160 million for new schools. Housing will be significantly
upgraded, including a new subdivision called Oak Park. The base is considered a premier facility and additional assets could be added in
the near future.

We are encouraged to come for a visit and see the many interesting and exciting developments unfolding at Fort Knox. And yes, the
vault is still there and Colonel Jenkins assured us that it has inventory. - Steven L. Schmidt

Rotary Club of Louisville
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Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs and Board members attended a four-
hour Strategic Planning Workshop on Saturday, September 8, at

cess to ensure that the Rotary Club of Louisville moves forward
toward greater success!

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS should attend
“What is Rotary?”

November 3 Offered First & Third Thursdays each month at 11:00 am
UofL vs. Temple Location: Rotary office at 401 West Main Street, Suite 810.
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More Details to Follow ~ ll|Questions? Contact Debe at 589-1800 / rotary@rotary45.org.

THE ULTIMATE TAILGATING EXPERIENCE!

CLICK HERE to view New Member Orientation - Rotary 101
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