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Note from President Kevin & Meeting Recap
We had another very interesting Rotary Club luncheon last week, with our largest
regular meeting attendance since COVID. This week’s speaker at the University
Club will be Dr. Nat Irvin, Assistant Dean of Thought Leadership and Civic
Engagement at U of L. Dr. Irvin is recognized as the leading futurist in our
community and his topic will be "What Happens When Everything Changes?". If
you want to find out what’s going to happen, make sure you show up!

Click Read More below to see the full note and meeting recap I sent out Monday.
There's a lot of new info in this issue of Sparks, so scroll on down and read about
all the exciting things happening in your Club!

Read More

This Week's Meeting - Dr. Nat Irvin
Tomorrow's meeting at the University Club will feature Dr. Nat Irvin II,
Assistant Dean of Thought Leadership and Civic Engagement at the University of
Louisville.

The door prize will be two tickets to the Gallopalooza Meet the Artists reception on
September 28 at Churchill Downs in the Homestretch Club during Twilight
Thursday racing, so make sure you have that raffle ticket ready when we do the
drawing at the end of the meeting!

The RSVP deadline has passed for this meeting; if you would like to attend, please
email admin@rotary45.org.

There is a $5 meeting fee for those who choose not to purchase a meal - this will
include a dessert and tea/coffee/water and, of course, a fantastic program. You
can pay $5 in advance via SurveyMonkey or with cash, check or scan the QR code
at check-in to pay with a credit card.

Click Read More to view Speaker's Bio: Read More

Next Week's Meeting - Major General Donn Hill
Next week's meeting on Thursday, September 21, at the University Club will
feature Major General Donn Hill, Commanding General, Security Force
Assistance Command, U.S. Army.

"This is Your Army: Representing the Nation We Defend."

MG Hill will speak about his own journey of military service and the experiences of

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=226586
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=225757


the men and women who make up the U.S. Army. His talk will focus on the Army
as a professional, all-volunteer force that represents the values of the nation it is
sworn to defend.

Lunch is $25 and the menu will be blackened redfish, vegetable etoufee, and
brownies; a salad with grilled chicken will continue to be offered, as well as a
vegetarian/vegan and/or gluten-free option, all available upon advance request.

RSVP HERE by NOON Monday, September 18th.

There is a $5 meeting fee for those who choose not to purchase a meal - this will include a dessert and
tea/coffee/water and, of course, a fantastic program. You can pay $5 in advance via SurveyMonkey or with cash,
check or scan the QR code at check-in to pay with a credit card.

Click Read More to view Speaker's Bio: Read More

Rotary Honors Scholars Mentoring Kicks Off at Iroquois High
By Delene Taylor

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCL092123
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=226567




See if you can spot all the Rotarians and community volunteers that showed up at 8:40am this morning to kick
off our Rotary Honors Scholars mentoring program at Iroquois High School! During this first session we worked
on SMART goals. There was terrific energy in the room and the feedback I heard was all positive. I encourage
you to consider adding one or more of the dates below to your calendar and connect with coordinator Craig
Mooney at cmooney@bosseconstruction.com to let him know you would like to participate...it's a lot of fun!

The schedule for Iroquois HS, 4615 Taylor Blvd, Louisville, KY 40215:

October 18
December 6
January 31
February 14
March 27

The schedule for Western HS, 2501 Rockford Ln, Shively, KY 40216:

September 19
October 17
November 14
January 23
February 27
March 19

** Thursday May 9th is the tentative date for our Rotary Honors Scholars Celebration luncheon.

https://dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6710/Downloads/3735/RHS%20Session%201.pdf


Great Day for a Rotary Picnic!

All who attended our Rotary Picnic with Ponies and Puppies at Willow Hope Farm had a wonderful time! A
special thank you to Alisa Gray and the Kentucky Humane Society for organizing this event. There was a
photographer on hand, so we will have a lot more photos to share soon.

Habitat House Dedication
The Habitat for Humanity house we helped build was dedicated on Saturday. President Kevin Lynch spoke
along with representatives from Underhill Associates and others and then we learned a little about the new
homeowners, Abbas and Iman. Watch the video HERE...very moving and emotional toward the end.

https://www.kyhumane.org/equine/care/
https://youtu.be/HN_qams6K_k?si=2zL6PHYz7kizTjnD


"Forever Chemicals" Film Screening & Panel Discussion
By Larry Sloan

Your Rotary Club helped support an important event this past Sunday at the Speed Cinema focused on the
"forever chemicals" that cause cancer. We viewed the documentary Burned: Protecting the Protectors, presented
by the Kentucky Division of the UNA-USA, which is involved in anti-human trafficking and health issues.



For years, firefighters around the country have fought fires in their work "gear", which was water and fire
repellent. They did not realize that the repellents used in the manufacture of these suits were man-made
chemicals (PFAs) which never degrade and which enter our bodies through our skin and cause cancer. 3M and
DuPont manufacture these chemicals and knew they caused cancer in lab animals. Yet the EPA and these
manufacturers kept making the chemicals and using them in all kinds of "wonderful" products, such as Teflon
frying pans. Firefighters have suffered more deaths from body cancers, such as testicular cancer, rectal cancer
and other cancers in the lower torso or the abdomen, than they have from inhalation of toxic fumes from fires.
Firefighter organizations have lobbied for protective suits made of other materials and have only recently made
any progress in this fight.

The film, directed by Elijah Yetter-Bowman and produced by Mark Ruffalo, was attended by many government
officials as well as firefighter officials, including new chief Brian O'Neill of the Louisville Fire Department, who
spoke passionately about this issue and mentioned three firemen who died of these cancers in the past year.
The panel discussion that followed the screening, which included the film director, was very informative.

Firefighters put their lives on the line for us every day and need our support in their efforts. HERE is a link to
recent news story about this. Consider contacting your elected state legislator and congressperson.

Peace Corps Week: Celebrating our Connections
By Fred Cowan

From Monday, September 18th through Friday, September 22nd, Partnering for Peace:Friends of Peace
Corps and Rotary, which supports the service partnership between Peace Corps and Rotary International, will
host its third annual celebration of the partnership’s successes and hopes for the future. You and the entire
Rotary and Peace Corps communities are cordially invited and asked to spread the news of this exciting virtual
event!

In 2021, Rotary International and the U.S. Peace Corps signed the second renewal of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to extend and enhance the organizations’ partnership, which is aimed at connecting the
aspirations and ideals of two of the leading peace and human development organizations in the world. Rotarians
and Peace Corps are already connected by their respective visions and good deeds: Partnering for Peace builds
on that foundation.

Rotary Peace Corps Week’s goal is to foster wider awareness of the partnership. This year’s event, “Celebrating
our Connections,” will focus on our accomplishments and give practical tips on how to strengthen the Rotarian-
Peace Corps initiative. Through daily Webinars/zoom calls, we will discuss:

1. How our PC and Rotary leaders view the Partnership opportunities
2. How Rotary Districts are working with the PC Community
3. How Peace Corps country staffs are working with Rotary
4. Successful Joint Project examples that Rotary Clubs can replicate
5. How RPCVs and Rotary Action Group for Peace work together

How to Participate

We invite you to help build this exciting Rotary-Peace Corps Partnership by participating in any or all of the daily
75-minute Zoom sessions.You can register here at bit.ly/3rpi0ub or see the QR code below:

https://www.whqr.org/local/2023-06-29/firefighter-gear-is-full-of-cancer-causing-pfas-what-can-be-done-about-it
http://bit.ly/3rpi0ub


Read More

One More Host Needed for Our Rotary Friendship Exchange
By Mary Ellen Harned

We will welcome Rotarians from El Salvador arriving October 14 who will stay 8 nights in Louisville before visiting
western Kentucky. Would you be willing to provide home hospitality to one couple? Hosts usually provide
breakfast and an occasional dinner as well as guest accommodation. They are busy all day with planned
activities.To learn more, contact Thom Crimans (502) 767-8723 or Mary Ellen Harned at (502) 439-1827. It’s a
wonderful experience!

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=225199


Rotarian in the Spotlight: Erica Fields
Rotarian Erica Fields is featured in this month's issue of the Voice-Tribune. You can view the full story HERE.

Rotarians in the Spotlight: Fast 50
Congratulations to members who work for these companies who made the Louisville Business First Fast 50
list:

Eclipse Bank (Brandy Jenkins)
Miranda Construction (Jeremy Vokurka)

They will be honored at an awards program on October 24.

https://issuu.com/lanelevitch/docs/sept_final_2023.pptx/16
https://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2023/09/06/announcing-fast-50-2023.html


It's Here: Rotary District Training, 6-9pm via Zoom
By Delene Taylor

Join me on Zoom for the District Training Assembly on Thursday, September 14th from 6-9 pm Eastern. There
are special sessions for certain officers and committee chairs, and lots of great FREE content for members
interested in different areas of focus. Best of all, I have been following Stephanie Stuckey online for several
years and she has a great story... I used to look forward to those pecan log rolls on cross-country trips! Pop in
for some are all of it via Zoom on Thursday evening. Click Read More below to see the sessions.

Click the link below - just enter the district number 6710 and the email address you receive Sparks at, and you
will receive a custom link to register for the Zoom meeting. If you have any issues, email rotary@rotary45.org.
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/ezLink.cfm?EventID=77700662

Hope to see you online!

Read More

Rotary Day at Bernheim: October 14th
By Tom Bohnert

Rotary Day at Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest is scheduled for Saturday, October 14, 2023, from
11:00am – 2:00pm. Rotary members and their families are welcome to come out early or stay later to play, hike,
fish, or just sit quietly in nature’s beauty.

We will gather at the Education Center Gallery for orientation, as a site to start optional tours and to eat lunch.

Cost is $15 per carload at the gate. Boxed lunches with a sandwich, chips and a cookie are available for
purchase.

RSVP HERE: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCLBernheim2023

https://www.apbspeakers.com/speaker/stephanie-stuckey/
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/ezLink.cfm?EventID=77700662
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=225668
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCLBernheim2023


Rotarian Dr. Mark Wourms will present a summary of Bernheim activities during lunch. We may also be able to
interact with one of Bernheim’s Artists in Residence over lunch or in the field.

Bernheim will have a solar-powered cart that seats 5 guests, and a 10 passenger van as a back-up for another
touring option, particularly for those who are mobility challenged.

Optional Tours Include:

Walking tour to see Forest Giants in a Giant Forest (45-60 minutes)
Walking tour of the platinum LEED Visitor Center, Edible Garden, and Playcosystem* (30 minutes)
Driving tour of Bernheim’s Art in Nature (30 minutes)

*Note the Playcosystem – an outdoor, natural play environment can be a multiple-hour destination for children
on its own. Additionally, any of the above can be cart, van, or driving tours with minor modifications.

Most importantly, Bernheim provides something for every Rotarian and family member on their own or with
Rotarian friends.

Events & Opportunities: The Woman's Club of Louisville
By Trudy Wheeler

What: Centennial Celebration
Organization: The Woman's Club of Louisville
Date/Time: See dates below
Location: The Woman's Club of Louisville
Description: The Woman's Club of Louisville has three events that we would like for the Rotary Club members
to know about as we celebrate the Centennial of our Clubhouse. The Open House is free to the public and is on
Sunday, September 24th from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. The Progressive Dinner is a ticketed event and is on Saturday,
September 30th. This is also open to the public and is a benefit for our Club. The luncheon on October 4th will
not be advertised to the public, but we are extending invitations to the Rotary Club and a few other
organizations that we have been affiliated with throughout the years; Rotary members would need to make a
reservation by emailing manager@wclouisville.org.

More information: https://www.wclouisville.org/
Member to contact: Trudy Wheeler, trudy.wheeler56@gmail.com

https://wcl.ticketleap.com/clubhouse-centennial-celebration/dates/Sep-30-2023_at_0530PM
https://www.wclouisville.org/


Events & Opportunities: GLI Grand Opening, September 26th
By Sarah Davasher-Wisdom



What: Grand Opening / Ribbon Cutting
Organization: GLI
Date/Time: September 26, 2023, 4-6pm
Location: 101 S 5th Street, Suite 2300
Description: Join us as we celebrate the grand opening of our new home! Hear from special guests including:
Russ Cox, President & CEO, Norton Healthcare & GLI Board Chair, and Mayor Craig Greenberg

More information/register:
https://greaterlouisvillekycoc.weblinkconnect.com/events/Grand-Opening-Celebration-5215/details

Note: This section features upcoming events and opportunities to serve with our nonprofit member
organizations. Submissions must be from a member (or spouse/partner) of our Club who is either an employee
or board member of the organization for which the event/opportunity is being shared. Click HERE to submit.

Events

September 14th, 10:30-11:30 AM
DEI Committee Meeting
Speaker: DEI Committee Meeting
Subject: In person or virtual
https://lcccnews.zoom.us/j/5065247196

September 14th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Dr. Nat Irvin
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Dr. Nat Irvin II, Asst Dean of Thought
Leadership & Civic Engagement, UofL

September 19th, 8:40-9:45 AM
RHS Mentoring at Western High School

September 21st, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Maj. Gen. Donn Hill
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Maj. Gen Donn Hill, Commanding General,
Security Force Assistance Command

September 27th, 5:00-7:30 PM
Re:Center Ministries Dinner
Location: 733 E Jefferson St Louisville, KY 40202
Speaker: Re:Center Ministries Dinner

September 28th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: District 6710
Governor Tom Reed
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: District 6710 Governor Tom Reed

October 5th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Ryan Quarles
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Ryan Quarles, KY Commissioner of
Agriculture

October 12th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Nikki Lanier
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Nikki Lanier, CEO, Harper Slade, LLC and The
RAARE Woman Collective

https://greaterlouisvillekycoc.weblinkconnect.com/events/Grand-Opening-Celebration-5215/details
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EventOppSubmission
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77705806
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https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77705553


October 14th, 1:00-5:00 PM
Rotary Day at Bernheim
Location: Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest 2075
Clermont Rd Clermont, KY 40110

October 17th, 8:40-9:45 AM
RHS Mentoring at Western High School

October 18th, 8:40-9:45 AM
RHS Mentoring at Iroquois High School

October 19th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Greg Cooper, MD &
Shirish Barve, Ph.D.
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Greg Cooper, MD & Shirish Barve, Ph.D.
Subject: New Alzheimer's Treatment Lecanemab
(Leqembi)

October 23rd, 7:00
Rotary Large Club Conference: Baton Rouge, Oct
23-25
Location: Baton Rouge, LA
Speaker: Rotary Large Club Conference: Baton Rouge
Subject: Save the Dates

October 25th, 5:00-7:30 PM
Re:Center Ministries Dinner
Location: 733 E Jefferson St Louisville, KY 40202
Speaker: Re:Center Ministries Dinner

October 26th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Christy Brown
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Christy Brown

November 2nd, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Dr. Kim Schatzel
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Dr. Kim Schatzel, UofL President

November 8th, 5:00-7:30 PM
Re:Center Ministries Dinner
Location: 733 E Jefferson St Louisville, KY 40202
Speaker: Re:Center Ministries Dinner

November 9th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: David Jones, Jr.
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: David Jones, Jr.

November 10th, 6:00-8:00 PM
Wine Swap Party
Location: Home of President Kevin Lynch 14713 Forest
Creek Way Louisville, KY 40245
Speaker: Wine Swap Party

November 14th, 8:40-9:45 AM
RHS Mentoring at Western High School

November 16th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Elaine Gravatte
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Elaine Gravatte, President, Sense Color |
DDW

November 23rd, 11:30-1:00 PM
Happy Holidays - NO MEETING
Speaker: Joint Meeting with Kiwanis Club on Tuesday?

November 30th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: LMPD Chief
Jacquelyn Gwinn-Villaroel
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: LMPD Chief Jacquelyn Gwinn-Villaroel

December 6th, 8:40-9:45 AM
RHS Mentoring at Iroquois High School

December 7th, 11:30-1:00 PM
RCoL Weekly Club Meeting: Jamal Muashsher
Location: University Club of Louisville 200 E Brandeis
Ave Louisville, KY 40208
Speaker: Jamal Muashsher, President & CEO, Valvoline
Global

December 13th, 5:00-7:30 PM
Re:Center Ministries Dinner
Location: 733 E Jefferson St Louisville, KY 40202
Speaker: Re:Center Ministries Dinner

December 14th, 6:00-10:00 PM
Rotary Holiday Celebration
Location: Big Spring Country Club 5901 Dutchmans Ln
Louisville, KY 40205
Speaker: Rotary Holiday Celebration

December 21st, 11:30-1:00 PM
Happy Holidays - NO MEETING

December 28th, 11:30-1:00 PM
Happy Holidays - NO MEETING

Birthdays
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Contact Us:

Rotary Club of Louisville
657 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy, Ste D-226
Louisville, KY 40222
Email: rotary@rotary45.org
Phone: 502-589-1800
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