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Weekly Program
Join us on Tuesday, January 13th, at the Boathouse at
noon. Our speakers will be Doug Ulman, David Kass and
Fernando Esquivel and the topic will be Professional
Pickle Ball and their roles with the Columbus Sliders,
one of only a few pro pickle ball teams in the US.
The Columbus Sliders pickleball team was initially
formed in 2022 by
Kass and Ulman, both residing in Columbus, Ohio. Kass
had a deep background in racquet sports as a former
pro tennis player and had been watching the massive
growth and popularity of pickleball. Ulman, who

formerly lived in Austin, had several relationships with some of the original founding
members of MLP. They were both excited about MLP format and sought out an
opportunity to purchase a team and help grow the league.

Later on, other Central Ohio business leaders including Brian Yeager, Michelle Yeager-
Thornton, and Caroline Worley joined the Sliders ownership group. With a passionate
sports fan base in Columbus, Ohio and a combined network of business connections,
the Sliders owners have rallied together to bring the major league pickleball to
Central Ohio.

Esquivel is the Director of Operations for the Columbus Sliders and a graduate of The
Ohio State. He founded the Buckeye Pickleball club.

Join us on Tuesday for a fun program.

Help Out at a Meeting
We always need help at the meeting. We need 1–
2 greeters, and two people at check-in.

Please sign up. It takes all of us to have a
successful meeting. We need your help.

To sign up, click the LINK.

Upcoming Committee Meetings

Speakers

January 13,
2026
Doug Ulman,
David Kass and
Fernando
Esquivel
Professional
Pickle Ball
January 20,
2026
Cathann Kress,
VP and Dean of
the College of
Food, Ag. &
Envrio. Sci.
OSU Waterman
Complex - Multi
Species Animal
Learning
Complex
February 03,
2026
Dino Tripodis
The Making of
a Movie in
Central Ohio,
"Down to the
Felt"

Birthdays

Savvas P
Sophocleous
January 18th
Nancy P Day-
Achauer
January 18th
Christian E
Tamte
January 26th
Coimbatore K.
Satyapriya
January 27th
Todd Ambrosia

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0948AAA629ABFECE9-58628817-rotary
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886570
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886570
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886570
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886570
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886571
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886571
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886571
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886571
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77886571
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77881368


Our Rotary Scholarship Committee is in need of members for 2026. Our team is
responsible for awarding $100,000 in college scholarships to outstanding high school
seniors in our City Schools. We also award 8 scholarships to adults who have changed
or refocused their career plans (the Pivot Point Scholarships). Our committee
members review the student applications and participate in Zoom interviews with
students in March and April. Getting to know these outstanding students through the
interview process has been a highlight for many Rotarians.

If you can help with this important Club initiative, please contact Galen Graham
(galengraham1@gmail.com), or plan on attending our next Scholarship Committee
meeting at 1pm on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, just after our regular weekly
luncheon.

Third Thursdays Fellowship
DUE TO CONFLICTS AND SITE CLOSURES,
THIRD THURSDAY WILL BE CANCELED IN
JANUARY
NEXT THIRD THURSDAY WILL BE IN FEBRUARY

Our next gathering will be next month. Third Thursday is a casual, no-agenda lunch
where Rotarians and guests can relax, connect, and enjoy time together outside the
usual weekly meeting format. This gives us a fun and informal way to get to know
each other better. Bring a fellow Rotarian or a guest. Everyone is welcome!

Our next Third Thursday will be on February 19th at the OSU Golf Club and
Restaurant, 3605 Tremont Rd, Columbus, OH 43221, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM. We hope
to see you there.

With questions, contact Manana Fribley.

Wine Down Wednesday
Join us and bring a friend to the next Wine Down
Wednesday social!

Join us on January 28th from 5:00-7:00 pm at Antiques
on High 714 S. High St. Columbus, OH 43206

Click Here to Register

This is an agenda-free social event where we get to know
our fellow Rotarians better. It's also a great way to

introduce guests to Rotary.

Contact Amanda Bowen with any questions.

Dues Reminder
As a reminder, dues invoices were sent out in November. The email is from DACdb
and dues can be paid directly with the link in the email or you can mail a check.

January 30th
Nina I Webb-
Lawton
January 30th
Carol L. Garner
February 2nd

Years of
Service

Keith DeVoe III
02-01-1996
30 Years
James V.
Maniace
01-24-2000
26 Years
Theodore M.
Beegle Jr.
01-15-2001
25 Years
Rodney D.
Barnette
01-15-2001
25 Years
Steven M.
Weiler
01-21-2002
24 Years
Samuel J.
Agresti Jr.
02-01-2010
16 Years
Savvas P
Sophocleous
02-01-2014
12 Years
Emily Elizabeth
Chapman
01-27-2020
6 Years
Ronald
Cunningham
01-23-2025
1 Year
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Please pay your dues promptly to help us get off to a good start to the new year. If
you have questions, reach out to Jason Southwell, jsouthwell@haferdesign.com.

Ignite Ap - Download it Now

If you want to stay connected with the club on your smartphone or tablet, download
the Ignite app now.

The Ignite App is a mobile app for smartphones and tablets designed by DACdb. This
app takes the most common tools and features from DACdb and makes them easier
and more convenient to use from your mobile device. Whether you love or loathe
DACdb, you’re sure to find their new Ignite App to be both clean and simple to use.
The screens are clutter-free, making it effortless to find exactly what you need.

How to download:
1. Open up the App Store (Apple) or Google Play Store (Android) on your device.
2. Enter “Ignite” in the search bar. Scroll down until you find the IGNITE app and
click on the red fire icon.
3. Download the app by clicking the “Get” or “Install” button.

Or scan the QR Code below:
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Simply enter your DACdb login credentials. Remember, IGNITE is powered by (and is
effectively just a more user-friendly version of) DACdb.

Username: This is your email address (the one you received this message on)

Password: If you don’t remember your DACdb password, you can reset it by going to
www.DACdb.com and clicking “Forgot/Reset Password?”

Features:

View club calendar
Look up, call, text, or email club members directly.
Send messages within the app to club members (like Facebook Messenger)
Check your foundation points (Paul Harris Fellow)
Donate directly and securely to Rotary International Foundation
Share photos with our Public Image Committee to use on social media/website
Add prospective members
Pay dues


