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Proposed for Membership
An application has been
received from the following
individual. If no objection is
received within five days,
the application will be
submitted to the Board of
Directors for approval

Donald Lacy

Executive Director

The LoveLife Foundation
Oakland, CA

Sponsor: Merlin EdwardsNate
Vieira-Ducey

Sales / Project Consulting
Corovan Moving and Storage
San Leandro, CA

Sponsor: Tom LimonSkye
Bernard

Branch Manager / AVP
Mechanics Bank

Oakland, CASponsor: Merlin
Edwards

We Care Corner

The We Care Committee
reaches out to members when
help is needed for a variety

of reasons.

Areas of expertise include:

Information on home care,
equipment & supplies

Post surgery help

Logging on to Zoom

A ride to the weekly Club
meeting

Choosing a committee
Some cheer during a rough
time

Next Club Meeting — December 11, 2025 — Joanna
Sokol

Speaker Committee Member CJ Hirschfield announced that next
week’s speaker is Author Joanna Sokol. An experienced Emergency
Medical Technician and ambulance driver, she will share stories from her
experiences and book “A Real Emergency: Stories from the Ambulance”.
And, remember we will be back in the Ballroom. We will have our Annual
Meeting and share cookies!

The meeting will be in-person as well as on Zoom.

For those joining on Zoom, use this link Thursday Club Meeting
image.png

Rotary Meeting Highlights for December 4, 2025
Call to Order

President Joe Goralka, aka “Coach Joe”, called to order the regular
meeting of the Rotary Club of Oakland, the 3" oldest Rotary Club in the
world, at 12:30 pm. President Joe welcomed everyone back from the
Thanksgiving break. Today’s members and guests gathered at the


https://bit.ly/3WNjdZz

Send a confidential email to the
We Care Committee address
RCOWeCareCommittee mail.com

We will reach out with sensitivity
and be sure we offer appropriate
support.

Rotary is here for you. Let’s
stay close and connect!

Club Meetings

December 18
Mitchell Schwarzer

January 8
Mayor Barbara Lee

Service Projects

St. Vincent de Paul
Holiday Party
December 13

8:30 am — 3:30 pm

Special Events

District Conference
May 1 -3, 2026

Reno, Nevada
Discount Registration
Fee available until

Dec. 31. Go to Club
Calendar for registration
link.

Rotary International
Convention

June 13 - 17, 2026
Taipei, Taiwan
Register and pay in
full by Dec 15, 2025
for discount.

Committee Meetings

KinderPrep
Dec. 17 — 5:30 — 6:30 pm

We Care

Oakstop Event Space at 1721 Broadway.
Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Past Presidents Gudrun Dybdal and Jon Gresley of the Truckee
Rotary Club and Honorary Members of Oakland Rotary #3 were
warmly welcomed. Shinji Higuchi joined us from the Rotary Club of
Osaka, Japan. Shingi and President Joe exchanged banners. Fun fact
—Shingi's Rotary Club sponsored our sister club, Rotary Club of
Fukuoka, Japan. Also joining us was Jeboy Koshy from the Fremont
Morning Rotary Club. Jeboy was introduced by Barbara Beery who rang
the bell in his honor. Jeboy is founder of the Area 3 world community
service collaboration and donated an Indian dinner at our last Gala.

Immediate Past President Shannon Hackley introduced her good
friend, Jenny Rauh, who has joined us several times and is strongly
considering joining the club. We look forward to welcoming her as a new
member! Mack McFadden introduced Graham Lustig, Artistic Director of

the Oakland Ballet. S
Thought for the Day — Steve Nicholls

Steve Nicholls provided today’s “thought”, a quote from Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three
meals a day for their bodies: education and culture for their minds: and
dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.”

Meeting Sponsor — Lorna Padia Markus

Coach Joe reminded the audience that for $300 members can promote
their business, event or other special announcements. Today’s sponsor
is Past President Lorna Padia Markus. Lorna shared the news that she
has opened a new restaurant, PJ’s Italian Restaurant, located at 3721
San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante. It has been a labor of love for Lorna


mailto:RCOWeCareCommittee@gmail.com

Dec. 18 -5 -6 pm
Birthday Greetings

Happy Birthday!
Celebrating are:

December

01 — Matt Davis

01 — Nik Dehejia

01 — Rosie Torres
05 — Ana Chretien
06 — Eric Angstadt
06 — Tya Modeste
13 — Stew Epstein
16 — Ginni Ring

16 — Danny Wan

19 — Peter Sherris
20 — Rick Baskin

20 — Teresa Weyand
23 — Gudrun Dybdal
23 — Elizabeth Johnson

24 — Mona Hall
27 — Jessica Arline
28 — Gary Hall

31 — Kathleen Uribe

Membership
Anniversaries

Thank you for your years
of service to Rotary Club
of Oakland and the
community!

December

Sheldon Crandall — 55 years
L. Morris Johnson — 47 years

Gail Uilkema — 38 years
David Douglas — 36 years
Bonnie Hamlin — 32 years

Kristina Brouhard — 24 years

Mark Rosen — 23 years

Catherine Coleman — 21 years
Stephanie Bolden — 17 years

Sedrick Tydus — 13 years
Allison Bliss — 12 years

Stevan Alvarado — 12 years

Joseph Koroma — 8 years
Stew Epstein — 4 years

and her family. You will often find three generations of her family working
at the restaurant. Lorna thanked the Rotarians who have already visited
and invited the group to come and try out the restaurant. Several
Rotarians rang the bell in Lorna’s honor

Coach Joe then presented Lorna with a Rotary on the Run medal for
her leadership as membership chairperson and her continued leadership

in the Club. A Nominating

Committee Report

Past President Tom Limon provided the report of the Nominating
Committee. Before announcing the recommendations of the committee
he acknowledged its members: Sean Callum, Catherine Coleman,
Linda Hamilton, C J Hirschfield, Wil Hobbs, and Past Presidents
Carla Betts, Linda Boessenecker, Shannon Hackley, Mary Geong
and Tom Limon. Tom also acknowledged Past President Michael
Bruck, Alex Poulsen and Executive Administrator Jesse Bowdle for
their assistance.

The recommendations of the Nominating Committee are:

Members of the Board of Directors, 2026-2029: Patricia Wells, Greg
Knight and Ed Brail.

President Elect Nominee, 2027-2028: Kerry Hamill

A rousing round of applause celebrated all of the nominees. Elections
will be held at the Annual Meeting on December 11t

Club Announcements
St. Vincent de Paul Service Day

Odalis Ordonez reminded the members of the service day on Saturday,
Dec. 13 from 8 am — 3 pm, at St. Vincent de Paul to assist at the holiday
party for children and families. The service opportunity is always a



Marleen Sacks — 3 years
Patricia Wells — 3 years
Jerry Owen — 2 years
Bonnie Prestridge — 2 years
Carey Clausen — 2 years
Brett Badelle — 1 year
Blase Bova — 1 year

Jay Conner — 1 year

Casey Farmer — 1 year
Tammeil Gilkerson — 1 year
Nikki Lowy — 1 year

Bill Palmer — 1 year

highlight for members.Catherine Coleman is managing Rotarian sign up
and shift assignments. Congratulations Odalis on presenting your first
announcement — you were great!

Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange

Past President and Club Secretary Michael Bruck announced the
annual Holiday Cookie Exchange is scheduled for the next meeting,
Thursday, Dec. 11", Rotarians are asked to provide two dozen (or more)
cookies and fifteen copies of the recipes. Michael shared some thoughts
on some of the types of cookies the past presidents might provide and

left the podium with his final quote “sounds like a sweet deal”. The crowd

groaned at his “dad joke” attempt.
Annual Holiday Party

Past President Shannon Hackley reminded members of the upcoming

holiday party at Fred Morse’s home on Dec. 11", She encouraged

members to bring a guest and wear an “ugly” Christmas sweater which
she modeled! Register on Eventbrite.

Oakland Ballet -- Nutcracker

Mack McFadden and his guest Graham Lustig, the artistic director of the
Oakland Ballet, took the microphone to encourage members to attend the
Oakland Ballet performance of the Nutcracker at the Paramount Theatre

on Dec. 201 and 215t. Special rates for Rotarians!
Other Brief Announcements

Coach Joe then reclaimed the microphone to provide a few more brief
announcements:

Please sign up for the Holiday Party!

The United Nations Celebration of 80 years will be held in San Francisco
on December 111,

Bob Peltz’s Celebration of Life is this Saturday, Dec. 6!, 2:30 pm at
Highlands Country Club, 110 Hiller Drive, Oakland.

The remaining December Rotary meetings will be held in the California
Ballroom. In January all three club meetings, beginning with January 4t
will be at the Kaiser Center for the Performing Arts.

The 2027 Rotary International Convention is scheduled to be held in
Dubai, however, there have been some concerns raised regarding the
choice of location. Former Rl Board member and Convention
chairperson Brad Howard will attend our meeting on Dec. 18" to provide



an update and answer questions.
Coach Joe shared a proof of the Club photo taken at the last meeting.
Speaker for the Day — Dr. Saleem Gilmore

C J Hirschfield, introduced our speaker of the day, Dr. Saleem Gilmore,
Director of Student Equity and Success at Chabot College and a board
member of the Alameda County Community Food Bank. A native of
Oakland he is a community journalist, educator, writer and editor. Joining
Dr. Gilmore was Regi Young, CEO of the Alameda County
CommunitFood Bank.

Dr. Gilmore stated that the landscape is shifting rapidly and food security
has become a high need on college campuses. Recent federal decisions
around SNAP and decreases to other programs have amplified food
insecurity within the student population. Dr. Gilmore is inspired by the
insights of young people and listens carefully to their needs. He has
observed a significant change in young people as they have come out of
the COVID pandemic. They are anxious, fearful and do not engage as
readily as in the past. This social anxiety combined with the decrease in
federal food assistance programs has left students at a loss of how to
navigate this environment. Dr. Gilmore believes that this shift in the world
is permanent. During this crisis the Alameda County Community Food
Bank has stepped up and is united in times of prosperity and in crisis. He
believes that to go far the food bank must partner with local groups.
Rotary Club of Oakland is and has been a long-time important partner.

Regi Young, CEO of the Alameda County Community Food Bank, then
took the stage to share his thoughts. Food insecurity was on the rise
even prior to the COVID pandemic. With the advent of the new
Government administration and recent shutdown the rates of food
insecurity have skyrocketed. HR1 will impact a significant number of
Alameda County residences. The East Bay agencies will stand together
to meet community needs. They are distributing more food than ever,
People come to the food bank and talk about the high cost of housing,
food and health care. All of these are needs that need to be addressed.
Regi acknowledged the amazing support of the Oakland Rotary Club.



Feed The Hungry Drive

Past President Lorna Padia Markus retook the microphone to lead the
fund raising for the annual Feed the Hungry campaign. Before beginning
the bellringing Lorna asked the group “what does the face of hunger look
like” and then shared her personal experience. Hunger is across the
board and impacts many. An investment today will help tremendously.
Lorna then shared the organizations that our fundraising will support.
Members rang the bell and raised their hands in a generous show of
support to the community. Donors included:

$2500 level: Steve Nicholls, Fred Morse, Joe Goralka, Ces Butner,
David Douglas.

$1250 level: Carla Betts, Martha Goralka, Lorna Padia Markus, Ralph
Sklar, Dave Cannon, Catherine Coleman, Garrett Riegg, Peter Sherris,
Rick Draper.

$1000 level: David Stein & C J Hirschfield, Karen Friedman, Pat Raburn
$500 level: Barbara Beery, Trisha Connors, Dudley Thompson, Jim &
Linda Boessenecker, Pat Williams, Andrew Brown, Ruth Stroup, Isaac
Kos-Read

$300 level: Angela Darby



$250 level: Wil Hobbs, Alex Poulsen, Kerry Hamill, Pam & John
Claassen, Michael Bruck, Keith Uriarte, Debra Barnes, Shannon
Hackley, Danny Wan.

$200 level: Jason Wizelman, Keith Giron, Jesse Bowdle

$100 level: Mark Rosen, Elida Scola, Jenny Rauh, Randy Arnold, Allison
Bliss, Kristine Watson, Teresa Weyand, Stephanie Casenza, Gudrun
Dybdal, Jon Gresley, Preston Pinkney, Ken Richardson, Bill Swartz, Bill
Palmer, Tom Limon, Julie Fox, Jesse Schmidt, Dr. Gilmore, Chet
Burgess.

Thank you to everyone and a rousing round of applause for Lorna’s
outstanding job!

President Joe then asked Dr. Gilmore and Regi Young to return to the
stage to thank them for their presentation. A thank you gift of a
contribution to the End Polio Now Campaign was made in their honor
and each received a 4-way test coin.

Bellringers

Barbara Beery rang the bell in honor of Jeboy Koshy.
Linda Boessenecker and Jim Boessenecker, Merlin Edwards, and
Joe Goralka rang the bell for Lorna Padia Markus.

Adjourn

Coach Joe thanked the team that coordinated the move to the alternate
site, Ruth Stroup for preparing the meal, and everyone who helped with
today’s meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm. He reminded
everyone that through Rotary world peace will come someday, and we
will end polio too.



