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vWe Care Corner

The We Care Committee
reaches out to members when
help is needed for a variety
of reasons.

Areas of expertise include:

Information on home care,
equipment & supplies
Post surgery help
Logging on to Zoom
A ride to the weekly Club
meeting
Choosing a committee
Some cheer during a rough
time

Send a confidential email to the
We Care Committee address
RCOWeCareCommittee@gmail.com

We will reach out with sensitivity
and be sure we offer appropriate
support.

Rotary is here for you. Let’s
stay close and connect!

Club Meetings

December 4
Saleem Gilmore

December 11
Joanne Sokol

December 18
Mitchell Schwarzer

Service Projects

St. Vincent De Paul
Holiday Party
December 13

Next Club Meeting – December 4, 2025 – Saleem
Gilmore

C J Hirschfield announced that, due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, our
next meeting will be on Dec. 4 when our keynote speaker will be Saleem
Gilmore, the Director of Student Equity and Success program at Chabot
College.

This meeting will not be held in the Ballroom. We will meet
at 1731 Broadway. This is the location that we met at for our
October 9th meeting with the new District Attorney. This meeting
space is just one block away from the Ballroom on Broadway.

For those joining on Zoom, use this link Thursday Club Meeting

Rotary Meeting Highlights for November 20, 2025

Call to Order

Coach Joe Goralka, also known as President Joe Goralka, started
today’s meeting at 12:28 pm with a blast of his whistle and a boast that
we’re the third oldest Rotary Club among more than 45,000 Clubs in
more than 200 countries, all of which are on the run doing a lot of good.

Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Given today’s thick agenda, Coach Joe asked all of the many visiting
Rotarians and guests to stand for an ensemble greeting and applause.

Thought for the Day – Merlin Edwards

President-Elect Merlin Edwards drew from the late Pope Francis for
today’s poignant thought: With the time for solving the world’s pressing
problems running out, the only suitable solution is to work together.
Two Meeting Sponsors

COACH JOE reminded us of the benefits of being a meeting sponsor.
You get three or so minutes to boost your business or cause for a mere
$300. A great deal.

Oakland Parks and Recreation Foundation

On behalf of today’s sponsor, the Oakland Parks and Recreation

mailto:RCOWeCareCommittee@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3WNjdZz


8:30 am – 3:30 pm

Special Events

Holiday Party
December 11
Home of Fred Morse

District Conference
May 1 -3, 2026
Reno, Nevada
Discount Registration
Fee available until
Dec. 31. Go to Club
Calendar for registration
link.

Rotary International
Convention
June 13 – 17, 2026
Taipei, Taiwan
Register and pay in
full by Dec 15, 2025
for discount.

Committee Meetings

Membership
Nov. 26 – 5 – 6 pm

Community Service
Dec. 3 – 5 – 6 pm

Business Development
Dec 9 – 5 – 6 pm

Karl Stucki World Community
Services
Dec. 10 – 5 – 6:30 pm

Fun, Sport and Adventure
Dec. 10 – 6 – 7:15 pm

KinderPrep
Dec. 17 – 5:30 – 6:30 pm

We Care
Dec. 18 – 5 – 6 pm

Birthday Greetings

Happy Birthday!
Celebrating are:

Foundation, Kira Pascoe told us that each year, more than 1,300
young people explore science, technology, engineering, art, and
math through hands-on learning at Studio One, the Discovery
Center, Rotary Nature Center and Refuge, Town Camps, after-
school programs, and more.
OPRF’s STEAM in the Parks Annual Campaign is raising funds for
scholarships so cost is not a barrier and more Oakland youth can
participate. These programs rely on skilled Recreation Specialists,
which is why scholarships play such an important role.

Your gift helps provide everything from hands-on supplies to multi-
week STEAM scholarships, expanding access to meaningful learning
experiences across our parks.
Spark Curiosity. Grow Confidence. Build Futures.
Please visit https://www.oaklandparks.org/2025campaign for more
information or to donate.

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
A Bay Area tradition is turning 40! You know the Holiday Season has
arrived when the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir fills the Paramount
Theater with joy! Terrance Kelly and four other members of the Oakland
Interfaith Gospel Choir came to the stage and sang a truncated medley
of Christmas carols capped by a jazzy variation of Joy to the World.

Experience this milestone concert December 6, a dazzling celebration of
Black gospel music. Plan to start your festive season now - secure your
tickets today! Use code ROTARY2025 to save 25%! (Click UNLOCK
and enter this code before selecting your seats.) Visit oigc.org for
tickets and information.”

New Member – Janelle Cavanagh

Past President Linda Boessenecker introduced our newest member,
Janelle Cavanagh. Janelle is Chief Philanthropy Officer at the East Bay
Community Foundation. Linda shared two highlights about Janelle: She
served two years in Thailand as a Peace Corps volunteer; and in her
spare time she enjoys copying the paintings of renowned masters.
Coach Joe then anointed Janelle with her pin, badge and the rest of the
new member
packet.

https://www.oaklandparks.org/2025campaign


December
01 – Matt Davis
01 – Nik Dehejia
01 – Rosie Torres
05 – Ana Chretien
06 – Eric Angstadt
06 – Tya Modeste
13 – Stew Epstein
16 – Ginni Ring
16 – Danny Wan
19 – Peter Sherris
20 – Rick Baskin
20 – Teresa Weyand
23 – Gudrun Dybdal
23 – Elizabeth Johnson
24 – Mona Hall
27 – Jessica Arline
28 – Gary Hall
31 – Kathleen Uribe

Membership
Anniversaries

Thank you for your years
of service to Rotary Club
of Oakland and the
community!

December
Sheldon Crandall – 55 years
L. Morris Johnson – 47 years
Gail Uilkema – 38 years
David Douglas – 36 years
Bonnie Hamlin – 32 years
Kristina Brouhard – 24 years
Mark Rosen – 23 years
Catherine Coleman – 21 years

St. Vincent de Paul Service Day

On Pres. Joe’s cue, Angela Darby came to the podium to remind us of
a great way to present gifts and bring joy to disadvantaged kids at St.
Vincent de Paul on December 13 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Join other
Rotarians who will be filled with the joy of giving bright, beaming smiles to
the kids and their parents. Try to carpool since parking is limited.

Feed The Hungry Drive

Hard to smile when you’re hungry. To address this critical problem,
Community Service Committee Co-Chairs Debra Barnes and Andrew
Brown urged us to loosen up our wallets to support the Club’s annual
Feed the Hungry Drive that will happen at our next meeting on
December 4. The slowing economy and effects of the long federal
government shutdown have compounded the widespread food insecurity
in our community. The money generated by the Drive will go to several
major charities that know how to provide the necessary relief if given the
resources. They include: the Alameda County Community Food Bank,
Operation Dignity, St. Mary’s Center, St. Vincent de Paul, SOS Meals on
Wheels and Community Kitchen.

Coach Joe then seized the chance to present Rotary on the Run Medals
to Debra and Andrew in recognition of their many contributions to
Rotary.

Speaker for the Day — Brother Guy Consolmagno

Allison Lindquist introduced our speaker, Brother Guy Consolmagno.
He is a Jesuit priest, goes by the moniker “Brother Guy”, and is
commonly known as the Pope’s Astronomer.

Before entering the priesthood, he spent several years as a post-
graduate student and professor of astronomy and astrophysics at MIT,



Stephanie Bolden – 17 years
Sedrick Tydus – 13 years
Allison Bliss – 12 years
Stevan Alvarado – 12 years
Joseph Koroma – 8 years
Stew Epstein – 4 years
Marleen Sacks – 3 years
Patricia Wells – 3 years
Jerry Owen – 2 years
Bonnie Prestridge – 2 years
Carey Clausen – 2 years
Brett Badelle – 1 year
Blase Bova – 1 year
Tammeil Gilkerson – 1 year
Nikki Lowy – 1 year
Bill Palmer – 1 year

Harvard, the University of Nairobi, Kenya, and other colleges, He also did
a stint in the Peace Corps in Kenya, where he met Allison. Brother Guy
felt the call to join the Jesuit Order because of St. Ignatius of Loyola’s
passion for gazing at the heavens. He quoted St. Ignatius as declaring
his love for the stars because their eternal beauty can never be taken
away from us no matter what trials and travails we suffer during our
earthly lives. Or, as Brother Guy puts it, when you see the rings of
Saturn, there is a “Wow” sensation that feeds the soul.

Brother Guy gave us the rundown on the close affinity between Jesuits
and science. Since the founding of the Order, Jesuits have been
globetrotting explorers who visited distant lands and maintained lines of
communication with their cultures and innovations. For example, it was a
Jesuit who first learned of quinine, originally called “Jesuit bark”, and its
beneficial effect against malaria. He added that it was Jesuits who first
mapped the near side of the Moon and named many of its seas and
craters.

The new Pope Leo, who is also a Jesuit, shares this tradition. He urges
people “to do science with joy and gravity”. Like his predecessors, he
also convenes periodic councils of outside scientific experts to stay
abreast of scientific breakthroughs, climate change, and other
developments.

In 1993, Brother Guy was appointed to be the head of Vatican
Observatory. He is a firm believer in the science of the universe. He said
that this science has a religious basis that rests on three axioms or
fundamental assumptions. First, we assume that the universe is real.
Second, that it makes sense. And, third, that the universe is worthy of
study. Once we accept these axioms, scientists feel a compulsion to
study the universe in order to better understand what we’re looking at. In
doing so, we realize that all people on earth are also gazing at and trying
to probe the heavens, which makes it so important to tolerate, cooperate,
and learn from those living in different countries and cultures. He was
also quick to acknowledge the importance of humility and skepticism. In
short, he emphasized that certainty kills curiosity and, hence, good
science.

If you want to see learn about all of Brother Guy’s many
accomplishments and extensive published scholarship, see:
https://www.vaticanobservatory.va/en/who-are-we/staff/br-guy-j-
consolmagno-s-j.

Brother Guy received resounding applause at the end of his talk. He was
pleased to hear Coach Joe tell him of the donation that the Club has
made to the Polio Plus campaign in his honor.



Cal Marching Band

Brother Guy took it in good stride when his presentation was interrupted
by the loud, brassy and heavily percussioned sound of the contingent of
Cal’s Marching Band that invaded the Ballroom and played in front of the
stage. Everyone was revved up for this Saturday’s Big Game. Except
pehaps the handful of Stanford Rotarians who were trying their best to
hum the Stanford fight song.

Bellringers

Jim Boessenecker rang the bell for new member Janelle Cavanagh
Lois Corrin rang the bell for Br. Guy Consolmagno and the Love Life
Foundation
Wes Palmquist rang the bell (twice) for the robust attendance at today’s
meeting and for the importance of faith in the current atmosphere of
uncertainty
Alex Poulsen rang the bell for Br. Guy Consolmagno, Ptolemy and
Kepler
Wayne Goodroe rang the bell (twice) in memory of our distinguished
member Bob Peltz, who recently died ,and in honor of all military
veterans
Shannon Hackley rang the bell for the Cal Band and the Club’s
Speakers Committee
David Stein rang the bell for Coach Joe
Joe Goralka rang the bell (twice) for Jack McAboy’s birthday and for
another another Goralka pair named Joe and Martha who were recently
mentioned in The Rotary magazine.

Adjourn

Pres. Joe thanked those who helped put on today’s meeting and



adjourned the meeting at 1:30 pm. He reminded everyone that through
Rotary world peace will come someday, and we will end polio too.


