Rotary

Club of Oakland

We Care Corner

The We Care Committee
reaches out to members when
help is needed for a variety

of reasons.

Areas of expertise include:

Information on home care,
equipment & supplies

Post surgery help

Logging on to Zoom

A ride to the weekly Club
meeting

Choosing a committee
Some cheer during a rough
time

Send a confidential email to the
We Care Committee address
RCOWeCareCommittee mail.com

We will reach out with sensitivity
and be sure we offer appropriate
support.

Rotary is here for you. Let's
stay close and connect!

Club Meetings

November 20
Br.Guy Consolmagno SJ

December 4
Saleem Gilmore

December 11
Joanne Sokol

December 18
Mitchell Schwarzer

Service Projects

Next Club Meeting — November 20, 2025 — Br. Guy
Consolmagno SJ — A Jesuit’s Guide To The Stars

Daniel Cheng announced the club will be back in the Ballroom. Next
week’s speaker will be Br. Guy Consolmagno SJ. He is the Pope’s
astronomer. He will share how and why the Jesuit order of the Catholic
Church has supported astronomy, both historically and today.

The Cal Band will also make their annual Big Game Week appearance.
In addition, an official photo of the Club Membership will be taken.

The meeting will be in-person as well as on Zoom.

For those joining on Zoom, use this link Thursday Club Meeting

Rotary Meeting Highlights for November 13, 2025
Call to Order

President Joe Goralka, also known as Coach Joe, opened the meeting
at 12:30 pm, on this day of an atmospheric river in the Bay Area. It
impacted our attendance in the Ballroom but not Rotarians’ enthusiasm.
Interesting to note that the number of Rotarians attending via Zoom
doubled! We are an organization of over 1.2 million members in over 200
countries. We have both a global and local impact and are making a
difference in Oakland and around the world.

Visiting Rotarians and Guests

There were two Rotarians visiting today, Martha Goralka, charter and
current president from the Delta Antioch Rotary Club and Shirley Grace,
our speaker, who is a member and past president of the Rotary Club of
Fresno.

The inclement weather kept guests away.
Thought for the Day — Erich Harris

Erich Harris, owner of Maisel Property Management, who served in the
military gave our thought for the day and then led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance. President Joe asked all our veterans to stand and be


mailto:RCOWeCareCommittee@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3WNjdZz

Food Insecurity Volunteer
Tray-line Meal Assembly
Nov. 24 — 9:00 — 11:15 am
SOS Meals on Wheels
Second & Fourth Mondays
Contact Karen Friedman to
participate.

St. Vincent DePaul
Holiday Party
December 16

Special Events

Holiday Party
December 11
Home of Fred Morse

District Conference
May 1 -3, 2026

Reno, Nevada
Discount Registration
Fee available until

Dec. 31. Go to Club
Calendar for registration
link.

Rotary International
Convention

June 13 - 17, 2026
Taipei, Taiwan
Register and pay in
full by Dec 15, 2025
for discount.

Committee Meetings

KinderPrep
Nov 19 -5 -6 pm

WeCare
Nov. 20 -5 -6 pm

Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion

Nov. 24 -5 — 6 pm

Membership
Nov. 26 —5 — 6 pm

Birthday Greetings

recognized and thanked them for their service.
New Member — Don Sheppard

Mostly retired, Keith Uriarte, sponsored another new member, Don
Sheppard. Don is the Administrator for Development with Salvation
Army San Francisco and Oakland Rehabilitation Centers. He has worked
with the Salvation Army for over 31 years. His family was originally from
Canada, but he was born in Pasadena, California while his parents were
on vacation. They never went back to Canada. Don was also of member
of Tacoma Rotary #8, and a Paul Harris Fellow.

Don’s motto and work ethic is “People over Paper”. His parting
comment; “A Red Badge - Again !"

Member Reintroduction —John Claassen

Jim Boessenecker reintroduced us to Rotarian John Claassen. Born in

Selma, California, John is a 3" generation Rotarian. The 4" of 9
children, John’s first job was at the age of 5 was in his father’s store. His
grandfather was a charter member of the Selma Rotary Club and both
his father and uncle were Rotarians. A lifelong entrepreneur, he
purchased a broom company and successfully grew that. Then he
purchased a national broom company. He later sold that combined
company. Not one to sit on his laurels, John then started an import
business from which he has retired. John is most famous for his Corn
Dogs that he donates to schools and local events. John married Pam in
2003. He previously belonged to the Stockton Rotary Club, joining our
club in 2004.



Happy Birthday!
Celebrating are:

November

05 — Sam Miller

09 — David Stein

09 — Kristine Watson
13 — Bill Palmer

15 — Carla Betts

18 — Jon Gresley

19 — Jack McAboy
21 — Pat Raburn

23 — Linda Boessenecker
23 — Mark Miller

30 — CJ Johnson

Membership
Anniversaries

Thank you for your years
of service to Rotary Club
of Oakland and the
community!

November

Garrett Dailey — 44 years
Mark Miller — 42 years
Mary Rudser — 35 years
Wendy Howard — 33 years
Wise Allen — 29 years
Kathy Kelleher — 24 years
Bob Spencer — 23 years
Harold Lowe — 22 years
Joycie Mack — 21 years
Stephanie Bolden — 19 years
Mike Melone — 18 years
Tom Limon — 13 years
Steve Blair — 11 years
Teresa Weyand — 9 years
Courtney Morse — 8 years
Maurice Arnold — 8 years
Jesse Schmidt — 7 years
Fanny Li — 6 years
Ramona Chang — 3 years
Julie Caskey — 2 years
Angela Darby — 2 years
CJ Johnson — 2 years
Tammeil Gilkerson — 1 year

Banner Presentation

Past President Mary Geong, recently visited South Africa. She wasn’t
able to visit a club during her stay and was disappointed that she
couldn’t bring Coach Joe a banner. Determined to get a banner for
Coach Joe, she went to a Rotary meeting in San Leandro, and was able
to get one. Way to go Mary! We love committed Rotarians.

Rotary on the Run Medal Winners

Pres. Joe presented Rotary on the Run Medals to two Oakland
Rotarians.

Randy Arnold, one of the Club’s biggest cheerleaders, recently
organized Rotary outings to Mono Lake and a wine tasting trip to Lodi.

Past President Mary Rudser has graciously opened her home for many
Rotary events, most recently the New Member Reception. She’s always
a big supporter of Oakland #3 activities.

Thank you, Randy and Mary, for all your contributions and your
commitment to Rotary.

Enterprise Institute

Trisha Connors, co-chair of the Enterprise Institute, announced this
year’s Institute will be March 13 — 15 at Camp Monte Toyon in Aptos.
Enterprise Institute pulls together high school students from several high
schools for a weekend in the Santa Cruz mountains. During that time
they will learn leadership and networking skills.

Trisha is looking for Rotarians to participate. Rotarians will have an
opportunity to share insights on possible careers for the students. You
can come for the entire weekend or come for Saturday morning. Contact
Trisha if you can participate.

Rotary at the Ballet

Mack McFadden invited us to see The Nutcracker on December 20" at
1 pm at the Paramount Theatre. Come join fellow Rotarians for our
annual Holiday Event. Contact Mack for tickets.

Announcements
District-wide Dinner and Holiday Train Ride

Past President and District Area Governor Dudley Thompson is
looking forward to seeing you on the Niles Canyon Holiday Dinner and
Holiday Train Ride on December 2"d. The train proceeds along Niles
Canyon which is decorated for the holidays. For many years Oakland #3
member Mark Miller has been one of the train conductors. This is



always a fun event and Coach Joe will be there too.
Uptown Rotary Pies for a Purpose Event

Dudley will also be purchasing Pies from the Oakland Uptown Club at
their annual Pies for a Purpose event. Your $25 donation will provide a
pie to a family for Thanksgiving, and you can pick up for one for your
family as well.

November Birthdays

Bill Palmer got the Birthday Hat today and had to be coaxed to wear it.
It was Shirley Grace’s birthday as well. President Joe led the room in
singing Happy Birthday to all the November Birthday Rotarians!

The Rotary Foundation

Ruth Stoup, Chair of The Rotary Foundation Committee, was excited to
let us know that $2,250 was raised in the Pass the Hat for Polio
fundraiser. Joe Goralka matched the donations, making the total $4,500
and the Bill Gates Foundation will match that. Our contributions of
$2,250 have grown to $9,000!

During his Presidency, Ces Butner challenged every Oakland # 3
Rotarian to donate $25. He was looking for 100% participation, and he
got 95%, an amazing contribution rate. We raised $143,000. Ruth
thanked Ces for his matching funds and has set a goal for 95%
participation this year with each member donating at least $25. Ces
added that he’s like to see 100% participation!



Speaker for the Day — Shirley Grace

Ruth Stroup introduced our speaker, Shirley Grace, a 25-year member
and past president of the Fresno Rotary Club.

Her message to us was that the Rotary Foundation is the power of hope.
Shirley shared that her first grant experience was a grant to the Rotary
Club of India for sewing machines. With this grant Shirley saw the
tremendous impact that a grant could have on people’s lives and that
grants give the power of hope to people. Since this experience, she has
been involved in giving grants.

Shirley shared her own personal story of how the Rotary Foundation
touched her life. When her young son had an illness, Shirley and her
family were able to use the Ronald McDonald House for support. This
experience led her to a life as a dedicated Rotarian.

Bellringers

Jim Boessenecker, Fred Morse, Alex Poulsen, Daniel Cheng, Carla
Betts, Dudley Thompson, Stephanie Casenza, Ces Butner, Pam
Claassen, Dave Cannon, Catherine Coleman, Shannon Hackley,
Ruth Stroup, Keith Uriarte, Joe Goralka, May Geong, Wil Hobbs and
Tom Limon rang the bell for John Claassen.

John Claassen rang the bell for Jim Boessenecker.

Carla Betts rang the bell for Mary Rudser.

Ruth Stroup and Joe Goralka rang the bell for Ces Butner.

Jim Boessenecker rang the bell for Linda Boessenecker and their
son’s wedding.

Adjourn

Pres. Joe thanked those who helped put on today’s meeting and
adjourned the meeting at 1:29 pm. He reminded everyone that through
Rotary world peace will come someday, and we will end polio too.



