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Next Club Meeting — January 15, 2026 — Monique Limon

Speaker Committee Member Randy Arnold announced that next week'’s speaker is

California State Senate President pro Tempore Monique Limon.
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The meeting will be held at 12:30 pm in the Henry J. Kaiser Center for the Arts at 10
Tenth Street.

The meeting will be in-person as well as on Zoom.

For those joining on Zoom, use this link Thursday Club Meeting

Rotary Meeting Highlights for January 8, 2026
Call to Order

President Joe Goralka, aka “Coach Joe”, greeted the large group of Rotarians and
Guests at our new home, the Henry J. Kaiser Center for the Arts, with a hearty Happy
New Year and called to order the regular meeting of the Rotary Club of Oakland. He
reminded all of us that Oakland Rotary is the 3'd oldest Rotary Club in the world and one
of the 45,000 Clubs worldwide with 1.2 million members making a local and global
impact.


https://bit.ly/3WNjdZz

Convention
June 13 - 17, 2026
Taipei, Taiwan

Committee
Meetings

Business
Development
Jan. 13-5-6 pm

Karl Stucki World
Community
Service

Jan. 14 -5 -6:30
pm

Fun, Sport and
Adventure

Jan. 14 -6 - 7:15
pm

We Care
Jan.15-5-6 pm

KinderPrep
Jan 21 — 5:30 —
6:30 pm

DEI
Jan 26 -5 -6 pm

Membership
Jan. 28 -5 -6 pm

Birthday
Greetings

Happy Birthday!
Celebrating are:

January
01 — Maria Alderete
01 — Faye Brandin

01 — Ann Brick
01 — Moya
Robinson

02 — Katie Hall

02 — Peter Turner
03 — Elida Scola

ol S R s R |!W_Tﬁﬁlw i |
o ;

B Thank You Real Estate & Facilities Committee

President Joe effusively thanked the Real Estate & Facilities Committee for the efforts to
find a new regular meeting space and asked that committee members stand to be
recognized. This included chairperson Past President Tom Limon and committee
members Jillian Loh Kearns, Past President John Protopappas, Pat Williams, Pam
Claassen, Gary Flaxman, Ali Medina, and Past President David Stein. The committee
received a rousing round of applause and approval for securing the beautiful “new” site.
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Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Considering today’s packed agenda Coach Joe suspended individual introductions and
instead invited visiting Rotarians, Interactors, guests and Oakland City Staff to stand and
be recognized. He then asked that the guests consider returning to another meeting to
receive a personal introduction.

Thought for the Day — Ces Butner

Past President Ces Butner provided today’s “thought” for this first meeting of 2026. He
encouraged Rotarians to see Rotary’s mission and motto “Service Above Self” as not
only a call to action but as a philosophy of living. It challenges us to look beyond personal
ambition and to recognize that our greatest fulfillment comes from contributing to
something larger than ourselves. In serving others, we discover resilience, unity, and the
profound truth that generosity strengthens both the giver and the receiver. It reminds us
that service is not a transaction, nor a tally of hours or donations, but a reflection of our
humanity. True service is measured in the compassion we extend, the dignity we uphold,
and the hope we inspire. Every small gesture becomes a spark that can light the way for
someone else. And when those sparks multiply, they illuminate entire communities. So,
this quote captures the very soul of Rotary’s mission. “Service above self isn’t about
giving more time or resources — it's about giving your heart. When we choose to lift
others, we all rise together.”

Meeting Sponsor — Isaac Kos-Read

Coach Joe reminded the audience that for $300 members can promote their business,



04 — Ramona

Chang

06 — Rick Draper
07 — Stevan
Alvarado

09 — Garrett Riegg
09 — Dudley
Thompson

14 — Diane Schaffer
16 — Tom Love
19 — Gary Flaxman

23 — Sonja Fitz
25 — Jeannine
Menger

27 — Linda Hamilton
27 — Randy Reed
29 — Randy Arnold
30 — Ed Silva

31 — Marie Sescon

Membership
Anniversaries

Thank you for your
years of

service to the Club
and

the community!

January

Carla Betts — 38
years

Dana Sack — 30
years

Daniel Cheng — 28
years

Greg Gilbert — 21
years

Linda Boessenecker
— 18 years

Karen Friedman —
15 years

Kathy Dwyer — 13
years

Wil Hobbs — 13
years

Gary Hall — 9 years
Gabe Bruck — 7
years

Katie Hall — 7 years

events or other special announcements. Today’s sponsor is Isaac Kos-Read of the Kos
Read Group. Isaac is honored to be in the community of Oakland Rotary #3 with
members who care deeply about Oakland and the world, and show up to plant trees,
read to children, feed those that are hungry as well as fight human trafficking and sex
trafficking and other national and international issues. Isaac introduced his family and
expressed deep gratitude to Mayor Barbara Lee for bringing hope back to Oakland.
New Member Inductions

President Joe then shared that introducing and inducting new members is his favorite
part of being the club president and announced that today we would welcome three new
members. He then invited President-elect Merlin Edwards to introduce the first new
member. Merlin stepped forward to introduce Donald E. Lacy Jr., a professional
comedian who began his career when rotary phones, bellbottom jeans and eight track
tapes were still popular. He had the privilege of working with Robin Williams and other
prominent actors in his career. He has inspired many people by founding the LoveLife
Foundation in honor of his daughter who was killed by gunfire in Oakland. Welcome
Donald!

Super Rotarian membership recruiter Keith Uriarte, who claims to be “mostly retired”
took the microphone to introduce the next new member, Mathias Lemos Castillo.
Mathias is the founder and CEO of MLC ( Mobilize, Listen and Connect) which creates
inclusive spaces for conversations. Born in Uruguay, Mathias is a former Madison,
Wisconsin Rotarian and a former Rotary Levi Rotary Scholar at Edgewood University. He
enjoys playing the ukelele, running, hiking and playing golf. Welcome Mathias!

President Joe then presented the new members with their Rotary pins and badges and
encouraged each to get involved.

Interact Presentation

Dave Cannon came forward to make a special presentation. Dave announced that we
have established several new Interact clubs for high school students including a club at
Oakland School for the Arts (OSA). Members of the new club as well as school director,
Mike Oz, were present to receive the charter certificate. Interact officers Lea and Cole
accepted the certificate, and Lea spoke briefly about her experiences attending
Enterprise Institute and RYLA. She intends to encourage other Interactors to attend. We
currently have clubs at Skyline, Oakland Tech, Oakland High, and AIMS , with new clubs
beginning at Lighthouse Charter, Lodestar, Envision, Head Royce and OSA. Youth
Services Chair Daniel Cheng, expects to add two additional clubs at McClymonds and
Aspire next year.

Club Announcements

Past President Michael Bruck announced that on January 22"d Rotarians are invited to
the Oakland Zoo at 5:30 pm to visit the Glowfari exhibit. Oakland Zoo CEO and club
member Nik Dehejia is offering a special price of $25 for Rotarians. Register on
Eventbrite.



John Malick — 6
years

Jesse Bowdle — 5
years

Greg Knight — 5
years

Kevin Hunter — 4
years

Jennifer Shanoski —
2 years

Kathleen Uribe — 2
years

Vera Hannush — 1
year

Charlene Wang — 1
year

Robert Raburn invited members to a special Rotary meeting on January 29" at the
South Hayward BART Maintenance Complex. Rotarians will board the Lake Merritt
station BART train at 12:02 pm to travel to the maintenance yard.

Coach Joe then shared with members the sad news of the deaths of John Uilkema,
husband of Gail Uilkema, and Pat McMillan. Members observed a moment of silence to
commemorate John and Pat.

Members and guests viewed a brief clip of the news of Oakland Rotary’s involvement in
the Mayor’s Toy Drive.

Club Photo

President Joe took a break from the meeting business to invite members to participate in
a club photo commemorating the new home of Oakland Rotary #3.

Speaker for the Day — Mayor Barbara Lee

Prior to introducing the mayor as the speaker of the day, President Joe announced that

our 3" new member is Mayor Barbara Lee. Tradition has been that the mayor of
Oakland is an honorary member of Rotary. However, Mayor Lee requested to become a
full-fledged dues paying member! Keith Uriarte introduced Mayor Lee emphasizing her
more than three decades of principled leadership. She was the sole vote in the U.S.
House of Representatives against the Iran-Iraq war. She brings her steady hand, moral
clarity and experience to ensure Oakland is economically vital and a safe place to live. In
honor of her leadership and service President Joe and Keith Uriarte each rang the bell
three times for Mayor Lee and new members Donald E. Lacy, Jr and Mathias Lemos
Castillo.

Mayor Lee thanked President Joe, Keith and Isaac and the many Rotarians that have
supported her. She loves Oakland and has a strong background that prepared her for a
life of service and social justice. She was raised in El Paso, Texas and attended
segregated schools before her parents sent her to a Catholic School. Mayor Lee and her
sister were the only black girls in the Catholic school. The Catholic Sisters were not going
to allow the only black girls to fail so worked to ensure they excelled. The school motto
was to “go where the need is the greatest”. Being raised with these core values led
Mayor Lee to a life of service. Later her family moved to San Fernando in Southern
California. As a student she played the piano and received the Rotary Club Music
Scholarship when she graduated from San Fernando High School. Rotarians saw her and
believed in her. The Four-Way Test has guided her leadership and how she governs.

Oaklanders deserve a high quality of life. Mayor Lee emphasized that with Rotarians and
community members’ help we will get there. Oakland is on the move! Momentum is being
built and the city is moving forward. Examples include:

e Fixing the antiquated permit process
¢ June ballot measure to allow for a tax “holiday” for new small businesses
e Encouraging businesses to come to Oakland: Yerba Mate, the new Samuel Merritt



University campus downtown, andJack London Square storefronts filled
e Executing $334 million worth of bonds to investors to fund infrastructure
e Focusing on illegal dumping — establishing “keep the town clean” initiative

There is still much to do. Many people share that they do not feel safe. However, we are
moving in the right direction. 91% of homicide investigations were completed last year.
Traffic safety is still a major concern; however, traffic deaths are down. She is working to
make Oakland live up to the values of Rotary.

Members were then invited to provide questions to Mayor Lee.

Question: What policies will bring more business to Oakland?

Answer: Investing more money in public safety, including ambassadors, and recruiting
more officers for the police academies.

Question: What are you doing to make Oakland green?

Answer: Electrifying city trucks, working with the Port to establish a green hub, cleaning
up neighborhoods.

Question: Is there a way to decrease building permit cost?

Answer: It is a goal. Currently it is a budgeting issue.

Question: Are there plans in place to get rid of all the potholes?

Answer: There are miles of roads that need repair and covering. The bond effort will
provide some infrastructure money to continue the effort.

President Joe thanked Mayor Lee and shared that a contribution to the Rotary End
Polio Now Campaign was made in her honor. He also thanked those that helped put on
today’s meeting.

Bellringers

Joe Goralka and Keith Uriarte rang the bell (3 each) for each new members Donald E.
Lacy, Jr., Mathias Lemos Castillo and Barbara Lee.

Wise Allen and Linda Boessenecker rang the bell for Mayor Barbara Lee.

Alex Poulsen rang the bell in memory of John Uilkema.

Dudley Thompson rang the bell in memory of Pat McMillan.

Adjourn



Coach Joe shared that through Rotary world peace will be established and adjourned the
meeting promptly at 1:30 pm.



