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September 17th Meeting: Bridging the Political Divide
Grant Johnson (red/conservat ive Republican) and Luke Grossmiller (blue/liberal Democrat) are leaders
w ithin the local Braver Angels movement seeking to reduce polit ical polarizat ion, a primary crisis of our
t ime. They are working w ith a team in our local community (Eugene, Springfield, and surrounding
areas of Lane County) to bring people of different polit ical perspect ives together in an environment
where we can respectfully state our facts or opinions w ithout fear of being ridiculed or degraded.
We host communicat ion workshops, discussions, and public presentat ions designed to help us find
common ground and connect even when we disagree. Besides sharing about the work of Braver
Angels nat ionally, on the state level, and locally - and how you can get involved - they w ill offer some
interact ive BA exercises so that we can get familiar w ith the skills and pract ice of becoming confident
bridge builders ourselves.

Learn more here: : Southern W illamette Valley Alliance - About Us

Grant Johnson Red (Conservat ive) Co-Chair
Grant is a nat ive of Oregon where he has recent ly returned and
become act ive in the Republican party of Lane County. As a
Const itut ional Conservat ive, he believes in the core republican principles
versus the current republican platform, and stands firm in the
const itut ional principles set forth by the founders. He part icularly
emphasizes that the US is a const itut ional republic as stated in Art icle 4
of the const itut ion and believes that the separat ion of church and state
is not const itut ional. He believes that too much government is the
problem and can become tyranny. â€œPeople elected to serve are to
serve, not rule over us.â€​
Grant entered the Air Force after high school, serving 20 years in act ive
duty unt il his ret irement in 1998. He then served as a human resource
manager for two family-owned companies before being recruited back
to the Air Force for civil service as the Dover Air Force Base Training

Manager for another 20 years.

Luke Grossmiller Blue (Liberal) Co-Chair
Luke is a mediator w ith Lane County Courts where he does small claims,
and a restorat ive just ice pract it ioner at The Center for Dialogue and
Resolut ion. As a case manager in the Diversion program, he assists those
charged w ith crimes to carry out a reparat ions agreement to address
the impacts of their act ions in lieu of standard court proceedings.
Originally from New Hampshire, he has lived in Eugene since 2008, and
is a nonviolence pract it ioner follow ing after the example of Jesus,
Gandhi, King, Marshall Rosenberg, and Miki Kashtan. He considers himself
a liberal, far left , democrat ic socialist . He has been an act ivist support ing
many causes including campaigning for Bernie Sanders, the
environment, Black Lives Matter, standing up w ith indigenous people at
Standing Rock, and generally transit ioning from patriarchy and
imperialism toward systems that serve the needs of all.

September 10th - We are at the Graduate!
For the September 17th meeting we are at The Graduate, 66 E. 6th Avenue.
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Club Social! J Scott Cellars
The Club social at J Scott Cellars on Wednesday, September 11th was a great success and fun
evening.

There is still time to sign up! Volunteer Opportunity at Food
for Lane County's Grassroots Garden
As you know, one of the big things that sets Rotarians apart is our commitment to Service Over
Self. We are start ing into the fall w ith a couple of great opportunit ies to serve our community, and
they w ill only work when we sign up and show up. Both of these events are great ones for bringing
along friends and family - you can sign them up as well.

On Saturday, September 28 help at Food For Lane Countyâ€™s GrassRoots Garden
(1465 Coburg Rd.) from 9:00 am to noon. There are different gardening tasks available,
and more detail at the sign-up link. To secure your spot, please sign up using the follow ing
link https://signup.com/go/GRnxtfH. Once registered, youâ€™ll receive all necessary volunteer
waivers and addit ional details. For any quest ions or further assistance, feel free to contact
Jesse Quinn at jesse@laneworkforce.org.
On Saturday, October 5 help the Eugene Education Fund with their 5K Fun Run at
Alton Baker Park with set-up 7:30 am to 9:30 am and/or Race Facilitation from
9:15 to 11:30 am. More details at the sign-up link. To secure your spot, please sign-up
using the follow ing link: https://signup.com/go/cwRCxkY. For any quest ions or further
assistance, please contact Karen Gaffney at karengaffney@comcast.net.

Please help kick-off this yearâ€™s community service effort w ith one or both of these great projects!
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Polio Update: Gaza
Below is an excerpt from a NPR art icle on polio vaccinat ion efforts in Gaza. If you want to read or
listen to the ent ire art icle, click this link: Polio in Gaza

The latest on where Gaza's polio came from
â€” and the race to contain it

by Ari Daniels/NPR
September 13, 202412:26 PM ET

Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images

A health worker administers an oral polio vaccine in Zawayda, in the central Gaza Strip. The World
Health Organizat ion says that in less than two weeks, theyâ€™ve helped administer more than
550,000 polio vaccines to children across the enclave. Now they're gearing up for the second dose.

The first wave of a massive vaccinat ion campaign against polio is wrapping up in Gaza. The World
Health Organizat ion (WHO) says that in less than two weeks, theyâ€™ve helped administer more
than 550,000 polio vaccines to children across the enclave. But the work is only half done. â€œWe
start the race against t ime for the second stage of the campaign,â€​ says Juliette Touma w ith the
U.N. Relief and Works Agency, the group thatâ€™s administering the vaccines. â€œWe have to do
all of this all over again to give the children the second doses of vaccines against polio.â€​

Ed. Note: The WHO's work in Gaza is funded by The Global Polio Eradicat ion Init iat ive (GPEI). The
GPEI is a public/private partnership led by nat ional governments w ith six partners â€“ the World
Health Organizat ion(WHO), Rotary International, the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevent ion (CDC), the United Nat ions Childrenâ€™s Fund (UNICEF), Bill & Melinda Gates Foundat ion
and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. Its goal is to eradicate polio worldw ide. Your contribut ions to The
Rotary Foundat ion's Polio Plus Fund support the GPEI.

September 18th- Food for Lane County Service Opportunity
Our Club's next monthly Food for Lane County service opportunity is on September 18th (always on
the third Wednesday of the month). As we roll into harvest season let 's do our part to spread the
bounty to our fellow cit izens who don't have enough to eat at t imes. Help us by joining in at 6:00
PM on Wednesday, September 18th, 2024 at Food for Lane County. Friends, family, children
10+years old and older (supervised by an adult), all welcome! Please

Good fun and lots of banter from the peanut gallery guaranteed! T ime usually flies by as we port ion
and sort food of all sorts from FFLC's community partners. Often we go out for snacks and libat ions
afterward. It 's a wonderful way to give back and appreciate how fortunate we are to be able to
spend t ime together.

Please contact Victoria Whitman at vwhitman@hearthstonere.com or 541-954-7171 or Chris
Binstadt  at 415-519-7036 or binstadt@gmail.com if you would like to part icipate, so we can let FFLC
know how many volunteers they can count on. We have committed to at least six volunteers a
month. The more people who come, the more fun it  is!

Food for Lane County, 770 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97402
Wednesday, September 18th from 6-8:30 pm

Upcoming Meeting Programs
The Eugene Rotary Club is known locally for our outstanding speakers and programs. Hereâ€™s what
members can look forward to during the next month:

September 17 - Bridging the Polit ical Divide - Luke Grossman and Grant Johnson. Introduct ion - Jesse
Quinn

September 24 - YMCA Update - Brian Steffen. Introduct ion - Ron Gietter

October 1 - Monique Despain, Candidate for US House of Representat ives District 4 Seat.
Introduct ion - Liz Ness

October 8 - Fireside Dist illery - Kyle Akin. Introduct ion - Ken Brown
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Next Committee Meetings
Community Service: Weds. Sept. 25th at 4:00 pm at The Bierstein (4th Wednesdays).
Environmental Committee: Thurs. Oct. 3 at Noon, via ZOOM (1st Thursdays). Click here for Zoom
link to Env. Committee Meetings
Program Committee: Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 8am, at Brail's on W illamette (1st Wednesdays).
International Service Committee: Tuesday, September 17th at 10:30 am, via ZOOM (third
Tuesdays) Click here for Zoom link to Int. Service Committee Meetings
Club Board Meeting: Tuesday, September 17th at 4:00 pm (Third Tuesdays). If you w ish to
attend, contact President Nathan to reserve a seat.

Rotary Club of Eugene

Rotary is an organizat ion of 1.4 million business and professional
leaders united worldw ide in 30,000 Clubs to provide
humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all
vocat ions, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.

The Rotary Club of Eugene has served the Eugene and
Springfield Area for 100 years. We look forward to our
second 100 years of Service.

Join us to make an impact in our community and
around the world! To find out more about membership
and fill out an application please visit:
Rotary Club of Eugene Membership

Regular in-person meeting at The Graduate this week or on
Zoom - link below

Automatic link: Click to link. If using the link, no password is
required.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83908618864?
pwd=Ly85Skc3NXhoVTZGQTZjeGpCWGl2dz09
Meeting ID: 839 0861 8864
Passcode: 695590
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,83908618864#,,,,*695590# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,83908618864#,,,,*695590# US (Tacoma)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89573176120?pwd=clRxd3RvNGhOM2UzUnlCUlZNbnUydz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89349168157?pwd=kfAbbZF2qS2bzjMQPzt1yKsYkbbaaO.1
https://www.eugenerotary.org/membership-development/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83908618864?pwd=Ly85Skc3NXhoVTZGQTZjeGpCWGl2dz09
tel:+16699009128,,83908618864%2523,,,,*695590%2523
tel:+12532158782,,83908618864%2523,,,,*695590%2523
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