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In Memory of David Linett
David Linett of Centerville, previous-
ly of Summit, NJ, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, January 8,
2026, at 91 years of age. Born in
Perth Amboy, NJ, on April 9, 1934,
he was the son of the late Ann (Sher-
ling) and Jacob (Jack) Linett. He was
predeceased by his twin sister, Claire
Puritz, in 1994.

David was the loving husband of
Penny, with whom he shared his life
since 1986 and was married to since
1992. He was the beloved father of
Jon Yisroel Linetzky, Peter Linett, and
Maren Linett. He was the cherished
grandfather of Sophie, Amelia, Ruth,
Lev, Domenic, Hadassah, Jacob, and
Zachary, and the great-grandfather
of Harper.

David was a graduate of Yale University, where he served as a student-cantor and played
percussion and violin in various ensembles, and Harvard Law School. He served as the gov-
ernor-appointed prosecutor of Somerset County from 1977-1982 and was a partner at the
law firm Ginden and Linett. A prominent figure in Rotary International, he served a term as
a director on the organization’s international board. In 1992, he founded the Rotary Lead-
ership Institute (RLI), a leadership development program that has since grown to serve
over 500 Rotary districts worldwide. Together with Penny, he traveled to 49 countries as
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an ambassador for the organization’s global
mission. Additionally, he served as a Trustee
of the Proprietary House in Perth Amboy,
the historic 1766 Royal Governor's Mansion
of New Jersey.

David served his community in many ways.
He was on the NJ Election Law Enforcement
Commission  and was the Chairman of the
State Bar Association’s Election Law Com-
mittee. He was also the chair of the Court’s
District XIII Ethics Committee. He also
served on the Board of Directors for the
Chamber of Commerce and on the Board of
Trustees of the Association for the Advance-
ment of the Mentally Handicapped. He was
also Somerset County’s Citizen of the Year
in 1989.

In lieu of flowers, donations in David’s name
may be made to The Rotary Foundation
with instructions that the gift be designated
for the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI).

The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International.

Honoring the Founder of The Rotary Leadership Institute, David Linett

The global Rotary community is mourning the loss of David Linett, the visionary founder of
the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI).

David's commitment to empowering leaders has created a lasting legacy that continues to
strengthen Rotary clubs worldwide.

The Rotary Leadership Institute Philippines Division is incredibly grateful for his immense
contributions. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Penny and the Linett family dur-
ing this time of sorrow.

Indeed, David will always be remembered as a great servant leader in #Rotary.

May he rest in peace.
RLI - Philippines Division
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A Tribute to David Linett

I met David Linett during the RI Convention in Indianapolis (1998), where I was serving as
Sergeant At Arms. David fainted, and I took him to the paramedics who were there at the
convention center. As soon as he recovered, we started talking, and he told me about the
initiative to give new Rotarians the same type of training that was given to governors, but
using a group discussion methodology. In his always motivating style, David told me details
of the process he was implementing. I was immediately captivated by the idea and asked
David to send me the available material, as I was trying to implement something similar in
my district.

I prepared a team and implemented the then Rotary Leadership Institute in District 4730. I
was then challenged by David Linett to replicate the idea at the national level in Brazil. I
chose to start a Division in the city of São Paulo and its surroundings, which at the time had
3 Rotary Districts (4420, 4430 and 4610) and was a melting pot of good Rotary leaders. In
August 2008, we conducted training for the facilitators of that new RLI Division.

Another significant moment in my interactions with David was when we traveled together
to Portugal to train the facilitators and create the Portugal Division. David demonstrated
several aspects of the leadership development process that I then began to apply.

David Linett had a unique ability to captivate leaders to join the leadership development
effort. Thus, he brought several former RI Presidents and numerous former Directors to the
RLI Senior Leaders Advisory Board, who, in addition to committing to the development of
the RLI, became promoters of the training of new leaders in our organization. He created
the now-traditional Breakfast at International Conventions, which allowed for the exchange
of ideas and enabled participants to hear lectures from leading Rotary figures.

The value of David's initiative in creating the principles that guide the RLI demonstrates that
leadership can be learned and that the more one knows about Rotary, the more enthusias-
tic a Rotarian becomes. Several Governors, Directors, and Presidents of RI have gone
through RLI training courses. The RLI has expanded throughout the world, and it is a dem-
onstration of how a Rotary project transcends government policies and political tensions,
cultural and religious differences, and other aspects that seemingly divide people in the
world.

It will never be too much to remember the motivation that David Linett always transmitted
to us, and to look confidently to the future, and to work to improve the RLI program, ensur-
ing support to form increasingly stronger clubs through the development of qualified lead-
ership.

Antonio Hallage, Brazil

RLI International Chair
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A legacy that shapes leaders

Rotary today bids farewell to David Linett, former Director of Rotary International, exem-
plary Rotarian and founder of the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI), whose vision profound-
ly and lasting transformed the formation of leaders within the organization.

A renowned lawyer, a graduate of Yale University and Harvard Law School, a five-year
Somerset County prosecutor and an ethical reference in the New Jersey judicial realm, Da-
vid Linett knew how to combine professional excellence and community commitment. He
was Governor of District 7510 in 1991–1992 and President of the Rotary Club of Somerville,
but his most momentous contribution was born of a clear concern: many Rotarians knew
his club well, but little about Rotary and its service opportunities.

Out of this concern emerged, in 1992, the Rotary Leadership Institute, created to identify
and prepare Rotarians with leadership potential through solid, practical, service-oriented
training. What started as a district experience in New Jersey grew into a global program,
recognized and recommended by Rotary International, today reaching thousands of Rotari-
ans around the world.

David Linett believed that leadership is not improvised, it is built; and that serving better
requires understanding better. His legacy lives on in every RLI session and every Rotarian
who broadened his gaze, took on greater responsibilities and strengthened his commit-
ment to Rotary.

Today we bid farewell with gratitude. His work continues to form leaders for service.
RLI Uruguay

As district 1760 Governor in 2006-2007 I created the RLI
french speaking division including France, Europe and
Africa with David Linett's approval. David provided me
all the documents required by RLI schedule. Subsequent-
ly David supported me throughout the last 20 years by
regular advices and encouragements. Thank you David,
we will miss you.

- PRID Jacques di Costanzo, France

RLI International Board of Directors

The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International. 10
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A Tribute to David: A Legacy of Lasting Impact

Honoring a Visionary Leader and Cherished Friend

For over 25 years, I had the privilege of knowing David—a man whose passion, dedication, and vi-
sion left an indelible mark on the Rotary world and on everyone fortunate enough to cross his
path. From the very first day I met him, David impressed me with his unwavering devotion to the
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI). His commitment was evident at countless Rotary gatherings,
where he could often be found in quiet corners, thoughtfully sharing the RLI mission with fellow
Rotarians. He had a gift for explaining not just what RLI was, but why it mattered—how it could
strengthen districts, empower zones, and revitalize clubs across the globe.
Because of David’s tenacity and belief in the power of leadership development, RLI grew into a tru-
ly impactful international program. He didn’t just talk about global reach; he embodied it—travel-
ing himself to country after country to plant the seeds of new RLI divisions. Yet, David understood
the importance of collaboration. He built and inspired a devoted team of talented friends, individu-
als who were willing to journey anywhere—often at their own expense—to help launch RLI in new
countries. Witnessing their commitment was nothing short of inspirational, a testament to the
deep loyalty and respect David inspired in those around him.
The impact of David’s efforts was never more apparent than on the day of his funeral. Although I
was committed to be in Orlando at the Rotary International Assembly, David’s influence resonated
throughout the event. During the Assembly, incoming Rotary International President Yinka Babalo-
la was introduced, and his service leading RLI in Nigeria was highlighted—a moment David would
have cherished. In that same gathering, President-elect Yinka unveiled the 2026-2027 Rotary
theme: "Create Lasting Impact." It’s a message that could not be more fitting. So many of the in-
coming leaders in that room are poised to make a difference, thanks in large part to the foundation
laid by their participation in RLI—a legacy for which David is directly responsible.
To me, and to so many others, David is the personification of someone who created lasting impact.
His influence will endure not only through the achievements of RLI, but in the lives and service of
countless Rotarians around the world.

Personal Reflections and Gratitude

On a personal note, I had the honor and responsibility of succeeding David—as chair of our RLI in
the original region, as global Chair of the Rotary Leadership Institute, and as our zone’s representa-
tive on the Rotary International Board. Throughout every transition, David was steadfast in his sup-
port and encouragement. His guidance, mentorship, and friendship were invaluable, and I am
forever indebted to him for the inspiration he provided.
David’s legacy is one of selfless service, transformative leadership, and enduring friendship. His
memory will continue to guide and inspire us all to create lasting impact—just as he did, every sin-
gle day.

- PRID Michael McGovern, United States, Past RLI International Chair

The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International. 10
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Remembering David
Today Rotary loses one of its great leaders and educators. We have lost David Linett, past
director of Rotary International and founder of the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI), a man
whose vision has impacted generations of Rotarians around the world.

We had the privilege of being trained by him, in the United States, as facilitators of the Rota-
ry Leadership Institute, learning directly from those who believed that leadership is built
with knowledge, purpose and service. This learning has profoundly marked the way we live
and practice Rotary.

We also cherish the joy of having hosted him in our home, along with his wife Penny, sim-
ple, generous and meaningful moments of conviviality, which revealed the extraordinary
human being behind the great leader.

David believed that serving better requires understanding better. His legacy lives on in every
RLI session and in every Rotarian who prepares to lead with ethics, vision, and commitment.

Joao Passos, Bulgaria

10

"David and I had some frank conversa-
tions about RLI becoming a Rotary pro-
gram.  My advice was to keep it separate.
It gave RLI the autonomy and flexibility
that it needed to be effective. That was
David - ask for advice and then listen to it!
He knew he didn't have all of the answers,
but he knew where to get advice. Thank
you, David, for giving Rotarians (not Rota-
ry) a program that will endure for years."

Bryn Styles, Canada

RLI International Board of Directors

Thanks to David, more Rotarians have the
knowledge to pursue lasting changes in
our world. RIP

Carol Ann Jeronimo, USA
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Remembering David

The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International.

David’s dedication and passion for Rotary
education touched so many around the
world, and he will be deeply missed.

Rtn. BM Sivarraj, India

I am truly saddened by his passing. I have had the opportunity to meet him sometimes when
I was a governor and some other times when it was at bigger conferences, where we also
had special meetings for RLI.

We will remember him for his important work with RLI.

Sonja Andersson, Sweden

We mourn with profound sorrow the passing of RLI Founder, PRID David Linett.
His exceptional leadership and lifelong dedication to create and serving RLI have had a
deep and lasting impact on Rotary and communities around the world.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Penny and his family and to all who remember
and cherish his remarkable contributions.

PDG Kambo Kang�Taiwan

10

David had a major impact on my Rotary ca-
reer and I am ever grateful to him. He was
definitely a visionary and built an Interna-
tional organization of his founding; the RLI.
You will missed, David. May you Rest In
Peace until we meet again

Daniel Spencer, USA

We have lost a star of RLI.

- Dr Anjana Maitra  India
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Remembering David

We share in your deep sorrow at the passing of David. David dedicated his entire profes-
sional life to Rotary activities and to the development and training of Rotary members for
leadership, and his work left a significant and lasting mark on so many. His memory and
contributions will continue to accompany the community for many years to come. We
share in your sorrow and send you a hug of comfort and heartfelt condolences.

PDG Dr. Nachum Frenkel,  Israel

This an end of an era .

David  will be a folklore in
the bylines of Rotary and will
hold a place in the heart and
minds of all Rotarians.

We pray God gives you
strength to overcome this
loss and celebrate his life .

Regards

Kamal Sanghvi , PRID
India

10
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Remembering David
Remembering our great leader David Linett.

We are so sad to know the passing away of the Founder of Rotary Leadership Institute and
iconic leader David Linett. He was a visionary with action and was the reason behind the
success of Rotary Leadership Institute in more than 375 Districts of the world today.

   When he started RLI way back in 1992 in The USA, he understood Rotarians needed to
know more about Rotary and to hone their leadership skills to function effectively towards
the growth of Rotary. He along with some of his senior colleagues and friends traveled
across the USA and the world to propagate their ideas. We in India started RLI programmes
in 2002 with the strong support of great leaders like Binod Khaitan and Subash Saraf moti-
vated by David Linett. I met David first in Cochin RLI in 2007 along with other RLI stalwarts
like Knut Johnson, Tam Mustapha, Frank Wargo and Binod Khaitan. I was totally impressed
by the facilitatory and discussion methods they used to cover the various subjects in Rotary.
I still treasure the moment of me receiving a box of chocolates and a box of pens from David
and Tam for my good participation. I have always been passionate about teaching and let-
ting others to know what I know. David Linett’s methods of sharing and learning attracted
me a lot and I vowed to follow in his footsteps after my District Governorship. With the
blessings of David, Frank, Binod and Rekha, I took over as RLI Chair of Zone 5 Southern India
Division in 2017. From that time onwards, I have been consistently following David’s meth-
ods and programmes systematically.

     I met him during several RI conventions in our RLI booth at the House of Friendship which
I have been attending for the past 20 years. He will recognise me, talk to me and there will
always be a smile of approval, appreciation and admiration. He spoke very softly and his
calm demeanor and cheerful face made a deep impression on anyone who came across him.
His knowledge of Rotary and the skills of facilitation made him a leader of great stature.

    We have all been influenced and shaped by this man. We are today what we are because
of the dreams, vision and farsightedness of one individual who loved Rotary.

         Words cannot express our sentiments, sorrow and grief completely. We convey our
heartfelt condolences to Penny and family members, thousands of his colleagues, followers
and well wishers all over the world.

  May his noble soul Rest in Peace.

  PDG Dr George Sundararaj, India

  RLI, International Vice Chair.

10The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International.
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Remembering David

In Loving Memory of PRID David Linett

It is with deep sadness that we mourn the passing of PRID David Linett, the visionary
Founder of the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI). Mr. Linett devoted his life to Rotary ser-
vice and the vital mission of leadership development. He founded RLI on the core belief
that exceptional leadership is rooted in continuous learning, unwavering values, and a sin-
cere desire to serve others. Through his dedication, he empowered Rotarians to learn,
grow, and serve with greater purpose and effectiveness.

Under his guidance, RLI flourished into a cornerstone of the Rotary learning experience.
The program has strengthened the leadership capacity of countless Rotarians, fostering a
global outlook and a profound spirit of service. The impact of his work extends far beyond
the classroom, having left a lasting, positive mark on Rotary clubs and communities across
the globe.

Mr. Linett’s legacy is defined not only by the programs he created but also by the enduring
spirit of learning and service he shared with us all. His influence continues to inspire Rotari-
ans to step forward, embrace responsibility, and serve their communities with genuine
care and commitment. He taught us that to lead is to serve, a lesson that will continue to
resonate through future generations of leaders.

On behalf of the Rotary Leadership Institute Southeast Asia, we extend our most sincere
condolences to Mr. Linett’s family and to all who honor his remarkable contributions. We
pledge to uphold his spirit by continuing to learn, serve, and support the growth of future
Rotary leaders. He will be remembered with the deepest respect and gratitude.

With respect and remembrance,

RLI International Director, Stan Lee, Taiwan

 RLI will always be in debt to him.
- Harsh Gupta, India

David, was a great Rotarian. He touched and changed
lives and it do so made our world a better place

- Glenn Balch, California, United States

10The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International.



11

Remembering David
It has been a privilege to know David. He motivated me to join RLI years ago. In its pur-
est form leadership represents a set of qualities and skills. Developing these qualities is a
lifelong process. David Linett strongly believed in the importance of developing leader-
ship potential in Rotarians. Some say that teaching leadership is the art of the impossi-
ble. Well, Davd Linett had mastered this art. He was a great motivator. I have so many
fond memories of our meetings. We were lucky to have him visit Bulgaria on several oc-
casions. One memorable meeting was to discuss RLI Curriculum with representatives of
11 countries, which, as RLI Regional Chair at the time, I was able to organize in Sofia. We
had participants from Bulgaria, Greece, Egypt, Kosovo, Lebanon, Macedonia (now North
Macedonia), Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slolvenia, Turkey. David came with Penny. It was
about leadership but it was also about friendship. Attached are two photos from the
meeting. David Linett will certainly be remembered.

- Kalcho Hinov, Bulgaria

I first met David at the Philadelphia airport hotel for the 2007 RLI annual meeting when
the SUNSHINE DIVISION was just getting started. There were only about 7 or 8 of us
there, but David's leadership and enthusiasm for RLI was contagious. I was already awe-
struck by the concept of RLI, but even moreso after that 2 day meeting led by David.
Eventually the annual meeting (called the "curriculum meeting) was moved to Orlando, FL
where I was able to work more intimately with David in the planning and execution of the
meeting for many more years. He became not only a friend, but a mentor and an inspira-
tion. David was not always easy to work with as he had some pretty firm ideas, but he
was always willing to hear me out, and on an occasion or two I was able to nudge him in a
different direction. His vision for RLI and his determination to spread it throughout the
Rotary world has and will continue to make a lasting impact on Rotarians worldwide.

- Timothy Schuler, USA

RLI International Board of Directors

David’s passion for Rotary education and lead-
ership has touched so many Rotarians around
the world, and he will be remembered with
great respect and gratitude.

With sincere sympathy,
- May Lu, Taiwan

10The Rotary Leadership Institute is not an official training program of Rotary International.
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Remembering David

"I was introduced to RLI in spring 2012, when Danish Rotarians had just started in the pro-
gram and organized a workshop to introduce it to other northern European countries. Our
district, 1400 at that time, then decided to join RLI, and we were happy to get two excellent
trainers to visit us already before the summer. NO Jensen from Denmark and Knut Johnsen
from the US trained the first batch of RLI facilitators in our district, and we ran our first three-
day courses already in fall 2012. The new Finland division at first only consisted of our dis-
trict, but in a couple of years' time we had almost all the six Finnish districts onboard. At pres-
ent all five districts in Finland and Estonia use the RLI program.

At that time my husband Juha and I used to attend the annual conventions regularly and also
met RLI officers there. In the Lisbon convention 2013 we were honored to be invited to din-
ner by David Linett as representatives of the Finland division. Among the other persons we
often met at the RLI booth in the conventions were Knut, Frank Wargo, Mike Rabasca and
Tam Mustapha. With Tam I had the possibility of training RLI facilitators in Moscow, Russia, in
2018.

What I have always admired in David are his perceptiveness and organizational skills. He saw
what was there in principle for others to see as well, but he was able to recognize what was
needed and to express it: "Having leadership skills does not alone assure good Rotary leader-
ship. An effective Rotary leader must ALSO have Rotary knowledge ". This simple, but effec-
tive theme has made it possible for him and for us following him to strengthen our Rotary all
over the world.  After conquering the districts in North America he was ready to turn to other
countries. And, like they say, the rest is history.

Thank you for your invaluable contribution, David. Rest in peace."

PDG Leila Risteli, D 1385, Finland

RLI International Board of Directors

I first met David at a Curriculum meeting in Florida. I was
overwhelmed - this was the man who created RLI! Lucky
for me, he was kind and encouraged me to share my
ideas (but he didn’t like them!) I got to work with him
several more times and found him to be thoughtful, fo-
cused, and sometimes stubborn. We were lucky to have
him and we benefit every day from the work he did.

- Margie Kersey, USA

RLI International Board of Directors
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David Linnet was a true Rotarian, dedicating his life to service, community, and the pur-
suit of making the world a better place. His unwavering commitment served as an inspira-
tion to everyone who knew him, and his legacy will be cherished by all.

As the founder of the Rotary Leadership Institute, David Linnet profoundly impacted the
lives of countless Rotarians worldwide. Through his vision and leadership, he fostered
growth, learning, and a spirit of service among members of the Rotary community.

David Linnet was also recognized as a dedicated professional, consistently known for his
commitment to excellence and his strong leadership skills. He approached every project
with a genuine passion for his work, leaving a positive mark in every endeavor he under-
took.

- Paul Muczynski, USA

RLI International Board of Directors

Today we say goodbye with deep gratitude
and respect to David Linett, creator of the
RLI method, whose legacy has transcended
borders and generations. His vision, com-
mitment, and passion for leadership trans-
formed lives and strengthened
communities in Bolivia and around the
world.

David did not simply create a method; he
inspired a way of thinking, serving, and
leading with purpose.

The Bolivia Division, together with the glob-
al community, owes him a great debt of
gratitude. His legacy lives on in every leader
who continues to apply and share his
teachings.

May his memory inspire us to keep building
upon the values he so strongly believed in.

Rest in peace, David.

Nicolas Zalles - Bolivia

Remembering David


