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District Rotary Foundation Seminar Manual 

Session Outline: Scholarships
This presentation is for Future Vision pilot districts in 2012-13 and for all districts training for global launch in 2012-13 and 2013-14.
Learning objectives

By the end of this session, participants should be able to

•
Understand the difference between district and global grant scholarships
•
Learn different ways to support scholarships
•
Identify resources for Rotarians applying for grant funding for scholarships
Online resources

The program overview and related resources are available at www.rotary.org (keyword search “scholarships”). Self-directed learning opportunities are available at learn.rotary.org.
District-specific information

Consider customizing this presentation to your district in these ways:
•
Show photos of past scholars who have studied in one of the areas of focus. 

•
Include information on current scholars.

•
Highlight district efforts to promote scholarships at local universities.
Speaking points

•
This presentation gives an overview of scholarships under the new Rotary Foundation grants.

•
Since 1947, The Rotary Foundation has awarded over US$532 million in educational grants. Rotary recognizes the vital role of education in achieving peace. Traditionally, the Foundation has awarded scholarships through programs such as Ambassadorial Scholarships, Rotary Grants for University Teachers, and Rotary Peace Centers. 

•
Under the new grant model, Rotary will continue promoting peace through education. Clubs and districts will have more flexibility in sponsoring international and local scholars through global grants and district grants. 

•
Global grants can fund scholarships for one to four years of graduate-level study in the areas of focus for career-minded professionals. Scholarships must prepare scholars to make sustainable and measurable contributions to the community. A host sponsor and international sponsor work together to identify the scholar and submit the application. The minimum budget for global grants is US$30,000.
Here are some examples of global grant scholarships:

−
Districts in England and Canada sponsored a scholar to study urban renewal and preservation at a university in London. What makes this a global grant?

•
Host sponsor district in scholar’s place of study (England)

•
International sponsor district in scholar’s home country (Canada)

•
Area of focus: Peace and conflict prevention/resolution

•
Sustainable: After her studies, the scholar plans to work in the Balkans, converting buildings damaged by war into low-cost housing for displaced residents.

•
Budget: $37,020

−
Districts in Spain and the United States sponsored a scholar who studied Spanish and Latin American literature in Spain. What makes this a global grant?

•
Host sponsor district in scholar’s place of study (Spain)

•
International sponsor district in scholar’s home country (USA)

•
Area of focus: Basic education and literacy

•
Sustainable: After completing her studies, the scholar plans to develop community outreach programs to support underserved Latino populations in the United States. 

•
Budget: $66,700

−
Districts in the Netherlands and Australia sponsored a scholar who received a master’s degree in business administration at Erasmus University’s Rotterdam School of Management. What makes this a global grant?

•
Host sponsor district in scholar’s place of study (The Netherlands)

•
International sponsor district in scholar’s home country (Australia)

•
Area of focus: Economic and community development

•
Sustainable: After completing his studies, the scholar plans to use his education and background in agribusiness to link farmers from developing countries to opportunities in the developed world.

•
Budget: $30,000

To learn more, read the news story. 
•
District grants can also support scholarships, and they have fewer restrictions on the study level (secondary school, university, graduate, or certificate), location (local or international), duration and area of study, or cost. 
Scholarships supported with district grants are managed entirely by the district. Therefore, district leadership should determine the district’s preferences, applications, and timetables for district grant-funded scholars and share that information with clubs. Here are some examples of district grants:
−
District 6200 (Louisiana, USA) sponsored a student from District 9210 (Malawi; part of Mozambique; Zambia; and Zimbabwe) who is earning her master’s degree in social work at Louisiana State University.

−
District 5360 (parts of Alberta and Saskatchewan, Canada) developed postsecondary scholarships for local high school graduates.

−
District 2580 (part of Japan) developed a two-year scholarship at the Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs in New York City. 
•
The relevant resources available to assist clubs include: 

−
Rotary Foundation scholarships document outlining suggested responsibilities and processes, in the Grant Management Manual
−
E-learning module on scholarships 


−
Rotary Grant News, a monthly e-newsletter 
•
Questions about The Rotary Foundation? Contact contact.center@rotary.org. 
Discussion questions

•
How do your scholarships support club strategies, plans, and annual goals?
•
How will you market these scholarship opportunities to potential recipients?

•
How will you involve scholarship recipients in your club? 

Suggested activities

•
Marketing efforts to identify global grant scholarship candidates differ from those used to find Ambassadorial Scholars. Pilot districts have had success working closely with local universities to target incoming graduate students or graduating seniors who are considering graduate school. Have participants work in small groups to determine a marketing plan for both district and global grant scholars.
•
Ask participants to work in small groups to create a plan to continue to involve scholarship recipients in your club after they complete their studies.
•
Ask participants to review the goals of the areas of focus and discuss how scholarships can help to meet those goals.
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