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District Rotary Foundation Seminar Manual 

Session Outline: Rotary Peace Centers

Learning objectives

By the end of this session, participants should 

•
Be able to explain the Rotary Peace Centers program

•
Know the selection criteria for Rotary Peace Fellows

•
Understand how to support Rotary Peace Centers

Online resources

The program overview, application, alumni stories, and related resources are available at www.rotary.org (keyword search “Rotary Peace Centers”).

District-specific information

Consider customizing this presentation to your district in these ways:
•
Invite a Rotary Peace Centers alum to be a keynote speaker.
•
Include the number of Rotary Peace Fellows your district sponsored last year.
•
If your district is located near a Rotary Peace Center, feature fellows who are currently studying there.

•
Insert contact information for your district’s Rotary Peace Fellowships subcommittee chair or the grant subcommittee chair.

Speaking points

•
The Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution program is Rotary’s major educational priority for achieving the Foundation’s mission of world understanding and peace. Up to 110 Rotary Peace Fellows are selected annually for graduate programs in international relations, peace studies, conflict resolution, and related subjects, or for a three-month professional certificate program. 

•
The purpose of the Rotary Peace Centers program is to

−
Provide advanced international educational opportunities in peace and conflict resolution for a group of individuals chosen from various countries and cultures, and to advance knowledge and world understanding among potential future leaders of government, business, education, media, and other professions

−
Support and advance research, teaching, publication, and practical field experience in issues of peace, goodwill, conflict, and world understanding
−
Support interaction with academics to inspire people to work for a culture of peace and tolerance while enhancing their capacity, knowledge, and skill
−
Provide a means for The Rotary Foundation and Rotarians to increase their effectiveness in promoting tolerance and cooperation among peoples, leading to world understanding and peace

•
Rotary Peace Centers are hosted by these partner universities: 

−
International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan

−
University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia

−
University of Bradford, West Yorkshire, England

−
Duke University and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

−
Uppsala Universitet, Uppsala, Sweden
–
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand 

•
The selection criteria for Rotary Peace Fellows are:
−
Demonstrated leadership skills and community service activities or academic or professional achievements
−
A commitment to peace and international understanding
−
Clear career goals related to peace and conflict resolution


Additional requirements for the master’s degree program:

−
An undergraduate degree in an appropriate field and a strong academic record

−
Proficiency in more than one language (even if the candidate proposes to study in a country where his or her native language is spoken)

−
A minimum of three years’ combined paid or unpaid full-time work experience in a relevant field


Additional requirement for the certificate program:

−
A minimum of five years’ relevant work experience

•
Rotarians can support Rotary Peace Centers by

−
Seeking out and endorsing qualified candidates to compete for a fellowship. All districts are invited to nominate a candidate each year. The deadline to submit applications to The Rotary Foundation is 1 July.
−
Identifying Major Donors in your region to endow an annual fellowship with a gift of US$25,000 or more

−
Asking Rotary Peace Centers alumni to speak at a club meeting and involving them in club activities

•
Questions about Rotary Peace Centers? Email rotarypeacecenters@rotary.org.

Discussion questions

•
How can the Rotary Peace Centers program be promoted to the community to enhance Rotary’s public image? 

•
How can Rotary Peace Centers be promoted in order to attract the best candidates?

•
What are some ways to get Rotary Peace Fellowships alumni involved in your clubs?
Suggested activities

•
Ask participants to consider how they would describe the benefits of this program to a club member, potential candidate, or potential Major Donor. Descriptions should be no more than 50 words.

•
Have participants work in small groups to create a plan for attracting applicants for Rotary Peace Fellowships.

•
Ask participants, working in small groups, to brainstorm ways to identify Major Donors interested in Rotary Peace Centers.

PAGE  
July 2012                                               District Rotary Foundation Seminar Manual Rotary Peace Centers   3

