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This presentation is for Future Vision pilot districts in 2012-13 and for all districts training for global launch in 2012-13 and 2013-14.
Learning objectives

By the end of this session, participants should be able to

•
Explain district grant eligibility
•
Apply to their district for funding from the district grant

•
Understand the types of activities funded with district grants
Online resources

District grant information, including articles, publications, and related resources, is available at www.rotary.org (keyword search “district grants”). Self-directed learning opportunities are available at learn.rotary.org.
District-specific information

Consider customizing this presentation for your district in these ways:

•
Provide information on the district’s process for soliciting project ideas from clubs. 

•
Provide sample district grants proposed in your district or ask a pilot district to 
provide samples.

•
Give an update on the status of club projects funded by the district grant.

•
Use photographs of district activities funded by your district grant.

Speaking points
•
District grants are single, annual block grants made to districts for up to 50 percent of their District Designated Fund (DDF). The district grant can fund multiple club and district projects, which may be local or international. District grants offer local decision making, with minimal restrictions, for smaller-scale activities and projects. 

•
Activities funded with district grants must include active Rotarian participation, adhere to stewardship guidelines, demonstrate cultural sensitivity, and be consistent with the mission of The Rotary Foundation, but need not be related to an area of focus. For complete guidelines, see Terms and Conditions for Rotary Foundation District Grants and Global Grants.

•
The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.

•
<<Insert the district’s process for administering district grants, including:

−
Accepting project ideas from clubs for funding to allow the district to plan how to allocate the District Designated Fund

−
Deadlines for receiving project proposals

−
Awarding district grant funds to clubs

−
Gathering information from clubs to complete the report for the Foundation>>

· Examples of district grant activities (in U.S. dollars):

−
$750 to support an after-school program for at-risk youth
−
$9,000 to bring medical professionals from Argentina to the U.S. for training

−
$4,250 to install water chlorination systems

−
$3,200 to provide equipment for a school kitchen
−
$50,000 to sponsor two international scholars

•
Additional examples of district grant activities:

−
$4,500 to send a team of professionals on a cultural exchange

−
$2,000 to provide short-term scholarships to children to further their studies
−
$50,000 to sponsor two international scholars selected by the district (similar to Ambassadorial Scholars)

−
$17,600 to support a reforestation project that will create income opportunities for families in need

•
Questions about district grants? Contact your district leadership or << insert contact information for your district’s grants coordinator at the Foundation>>.
Discussion questions

•
How can you get your whole club involved in a project that uses district grant funding?

•
What projects or activities are possible when using The Rotary Foundation mission as a guide?

•
What will your club need to do differently to plan for district grants before receiving funds?
Suggested activities

•
Have small groups of participants list at least five ideas for district grant activities.

•
Provide a sample list of projects, and ask participants to determine whether each project is eligible for either a global grant or a district grant.

•
If your district received more proposals for district grant funding than it can support, ask participants to review the proposals and the amounts requested, and determine which should be funded and why.
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