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Tuesday’s question: Fill in the
blanks: Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and they shall become _ ___.

Monday’s answer: Purim (Esther
9:20-32).

HUGH BRITTAIN
THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Tuesday, Sept. 5, the 248th
day of 2023. There are 117 days left in the
year. On this date in: 

1698: Russia’s Peter the Great imposed
a tax on beards.

1774: The first Continental Congress
assembled in Philadelphia.

1864: Voters in Louisiana approved a
new state constitution abolishing slavery. 

1939: Four days after war had broken
out in Europe, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt issued a proclamation declaring
U.S. neutrality in the conflict. 

1960: At the Rome Olympics, Ameri-
can boxer Cassius Clay (later Muham-
mad Ali) defeated Zbigniew Pietrzykow-
ski of Poland to win the light-heavy-
weight gold medal; Wilma Rudolph of the
United States won the second of her
three gold medals with the 200-meter
sprint. 

1961: President John F. Kennedy
signed legislation making aircraft hijack-
ings a federal crime.

1972: The Palestinian group Black
September attacked the Israeli Olympic
delegation at the Munich Games, killing 11
members of the Israeli Olympic team and
a police officer. German forces killed five
of the gunmen.

1975: President Gerald R. Ford es-
caped an attempt on his life by Lynette
“Squeaky” Fromme, a disciple of Charles
Manson, in Sacramento, California. 

1986: Four hijackers who had seized a
Pan Am jumbo jet on the ground in Ka-
rachi, Pakistan, opened fire when the
lights inside the plane failed; a total of 20
people were killed before Pakistani com-
mandos stormed the jetliner. 

1991: The 35th annual Naval Aviation
Symposium held by the Tailhook Associ-
ation opened in Las Vegas; during the
four-day gathering, there were reports
that dozens of people, most of them
women, were sexually assaulted or oth-
erwise harassed. (The episode triggered
the resignation of Navy Secretary H.
Lawrence.) 

1997: Mother Teresa died in Calcutta,
India, at age 87.

2016: Hugh O’Brian, the actor who
shot to fame as Sheriff Wyatt Earp in
what was hailed as television’s first adult
Western, died in Beverly Hills, California,
at age 91.

2012: Barack Obama was nominated
to run for a second term at the Democrat-
ic National Convention in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

2018: The New York Times published
an opinion piece from an anonymous
senior administration official claiming to
be part of an internal “resistance” work-
ing to thwart President Donald Trump’s
“worst inclinations;” Trump responded
that if such a “gutless” person exists, “the
Times must, for National Security pur-
poses, turn him/her over to the govern-
ment at once!” 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Roughly two years ago, Jackson’s an-
swer became law enforcement.

Jackson Hall’s family and friends
reached out to the Gastonia Police De-
partment to ask them to bring this
dream to life.

After being sworn in on Monday,
Jackson Hall worked a full day’s sched-
ule with Gastonia officers.

He had an opportunity to patrol the
streets of Gastonia and fulfill other basic
duties, in addition to solving a staged
crime from start to finish.

Earlier this year, another wish of
Jackson’s was fulfilled by Dream on 3,
an organization that works to make
sports-related dreams come true for
children and young adults with life-al-
tering conditions.

The organization brought the Hall
family to New York so Jackson could
meet the New York Yankees.

According to Jackie Hall, Jackson
does not have a favorite player or team,
he just loves the game.

Though Yankee’s player Anthony
Rizzo is special to Jackson as someone
who beat cancer himself.

Jackson Hall’s diagnosis in March
came as a shock to the family after a
nearly seven-year period of being can-
cer-free.

Jackson Hall was diagnosed with his
first tumor at four years old.

After undergoing rounds of treat-
ment, and being diagnosed with Poste-
rior Fascia Syndrome, Hall had officially
beaten his cancer in 2016.

This year, the Hall family learned that
Jackson had developed radiation-in-
duced Glioma, a rare and aggressive
form of brain cancer that was caused by
the radiation treatments he underwent

as a young child.
Jackson Hall has been fighting this

new cancer with plenty of family and
friends around him.

Hall is a seventh-grade student at
Mountain Island Charter School. 

In addition to sports, (namely base-

ball), and his interest in law enforce-
ment, Jackson Hall is also a lover of
sneakers.

His mother say the day on the job for
her son was special.

“I just hope it’s a day that makes him
smile,” she said.

Hall
Continued from Page 1A

Gastonia Police
Chief Trent
Conard shakes
the hand of
Jackson Hall
during his
swearing in
ceremony
Monday morning
at the Gastonia
Police
Department.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE

GASTON GAZETTE

Held annually in more than 600
communities nationwide, the Walk to
End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest
event to raise awareness and funds for
Alzheimer’s care, support and re-
search. The Gaston County walk is
scheduled for Oct. 14 at CaroMont
Health Park in Gastonia.

Belmont Rotarians learned about
the walk and about Alzheimer’s dis-
ease when Alexandra Abbott, Pied-
mont region program manager of the
Alzheimer’s Association of Western
North Carolina, spoke recently at a
Belmont Rotary Club meeting. 

She began her presentation by pos-
ing this question: “What disease kills
more Americans than breast cancer
and prostate cancer combined?” Alz-
heimer’s disease is the answer.

“More than six million Americans
are living with Alzheimer’s, and over 11
million Americans provide unpaid care
for people with Alzheimer’s or other
dementia,” Abbott said.

By 2025, it’s estimated more than

210,000 North Carolinians age 65 or old-
er will have Alzheimer’s. 

The disease isn’t new. German psy-
chiatrist Dr. Alois Alzheimer in 1906 first
described changes in the brain, includ-
ing the formation of plaques and tan-
gles. It’s these changes that cause nerve
cells to die and lead to shrinkage of the
brain, which results in changes in mem-
ory, thinking and behavior. It was 90
years after Dr. Alzheimer’s work before
the first medication was developed to
treat the disease. 

“While Alzheimer’s isn’t the only
form of dementia, it is the most com-
mon form,” Abbott said. “And age is the
greatest known risk factor for Alzheim-
er’s.”

Other risk factors include genetics
and family history. Having a close rela-
tive with Alzheimer’s increases one’s
risk, especially if more than one.

More facts to consider:
h 34% over age 85 will be diagnosed

with dementia.
h Women are at higher risk than men.
h Almost two-thirds of Americans

living with Alzheimer’s are women.
h Blacks are twice as likely to get Alz-

heimer’s as whites.
h Hispanics are 1.5 times more likely.
In her presentation, Abbott also cov-

ered the stages of Alzheimer’s and pro-
gress in the development of treatments
for the disease. She then introduced
Brittany Blain, manager in this area of
the upcoming Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

Upcoming event

CaroMont Health Park in Gastonia
(where the Honey Hunters play base-
ball) will be the site of the Walk to End
Alzheimer’s for Gaston, Cleveland and
Lincoln counties on Saturday, Oct. 14. 

Edward Jones Investments is the na-
tional sponsor, and Belmont Rotarian
Don Hartsoe of Edward Jones will have
a team in the walk, which is one of 17 in
North Carolina. Participants will walk
one or two miles to raise funds for the
fight against Alzheimer’s. Registration
is free.

For more on Alzheimer’s disease and
the Alzheimer’s Walk, including enter-
ing a team or registering as an individ-
ual, go to alz.org/northcarolina, or call
800-272-3900. 

Alexandra Abbott (left), Piedmont region program manager for the Alzheimer’s Association of Western North Carolina,
spoke recently to the Belmont Rotary Club along with Brittany Blain (center), manager of the Walk to End Alzheimer’s in
this area. Rotarian Michelle Petty of Gaston Hospice and Palliative Care, hosted the program. PHOTO PROVIDED BY TED HALL.

Upcoming event to raise funds,
awareness of Alzheimer’s disease
Ted Hall 
Special to The Gazette
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