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Group 5: B.C., Wizard of Id, Close to Home,
Argyle Sweater, Mother Goose, Rose is Rose 

B.C., created by Johnny Hart, is set in prehistoric
times and follows a cast of cavemen and anthropo-
morphic animals, often depicting contemporary life
through its primitive setting. Some of the characters
were named after people in Hart’s life, according to
John Hart Studios. The comic strip launched in 1958.
Hart went on to win the National Cartoonists Soci-
ety’s Reuben Award for Cartoonist of the Year award
for B.C. in 1968. In 2019, two female characters for-
merly known as “Cute Chick” and “Fat Broad” were
renamed Grace and Jane, the Press & Sun-Bulletin
reported.

Launched in 1964, Wizard of Id follows the op-
pressed Kingdom of Id, including its short-statured
monarch, his chief knight, his wizard and more in the
medieval world. It was created by Brant Parker and
Johnny Hart, who met when Parker judged a high
school art competition in the late 1940s that Hart had
entered, according to John Hart Studios. The comic
was continued by their respective families after their
deaths. Hart’s grandsons, Mason and Mick Mas-
troianni, produce Wizard of Id, according to John
Hart Studios.

Close to Home, by John McPherson, features ec-
centric characters in everyday settings whose ac-
tions are unexpected and as a result, humorous. The
comic strip began in 1992 and has resulted in numer-
ous books by McPherson as part of the Close to Home
collection.

Scott Hilburn offers humorous, surreal takes on
everyday life in The Argyle Sweater, which stars hu-
mans, anthropomorphic animals and recognizable
characters from other fictional worlds. The comic
was launched in 2006. The humor in The Argyle
Sweater is inspired by television sitcoms that Hil-
burn watched as a child, National Lampoon and New
Yorker comics, The Tennessean reported in 2018.

Mother Goose and Grimm, created by Mike Pe-
ters, follows yellow bull terrier Grimm, who lives with
his caretaker, Mother Goose. The comic strip,
launched in 1984, was adapted as an animated televi-
sion series and premiered in the early 1990s on CBS.
Peters’ accolades include a National Cartoonists So-
ciety Reuben Award in 1991 and a Pulitzer Prize three
years before the debut of Mother Goose and Grimm
for editorial cartooning, according to Andrews
McMeel Universal.

Rose is Rose, by Don Wimmer and created by Pat
Brady, follows the lives of the Gumbo family, com-
prised of the loving married couple Rose and Jimbo,
son Pasquale and their cat Peekaboo. The comic
strop was created in 1984. Rose is Rose captures ev-
eryday moments in the Gumbo family and incorpo-
rates the imaginings of their characters such as Ros-
e’s alter-ego, Vicki the Biker. Wimmer began contrib-
uting to Rose is Rose in 2004 after working as an art-
ist for “Ripley’s Believe It or Not!”

Group 6: Hi & Lois, Mutts, 
Curtis, Shoe, and The Lockhorns

Hi & Lois dates back to 1954 and was created by
Mort Walker and illustrator Dik Browne. Their chil-
dren keep the story of suburban couple Hi and Lois
Flagston and their four children alive today. Lois is
Beetle Bailey’s sister, and the two long-running com-
ics occasionally cross over. Today, Brian and Greg
Walker write the strip, which is illustrated by Chance
Browne. The main characters’ names are a play on
the words “highs and lows,” as the strip follows the
trials and triumphs of the working family balancing
the modern needs and issues of children ranging in
age from toddlerhood to 15.

Mutts author Patrick McDonnell started this strip
in 1994, basing main characters Mooch and Earl on a
real-life dog and cat. According to Mutts.com, Mc-
Donnell dedicates two weeks of strips to a “Shelter
Stories” series, meant to raise awareness of shelter
animals. Mooch and Earl are joined in the strip by a
variety of animal and human characters including or-
phan cat and animal advocate Shtinky Puddin’ and
Ozzie, Earl’s beloved owner. “Mutts” spreads part of
its proceeds through a variety of animal and environ-
mental nonprofits.

Curtis, created in 1988 by Ray Billingsley, is one of
a few nationally syndicated comic strips featuring a
predominantly Black cast of characters. According to
Billingsleyart.com, the author draws from real life to
tell the story of a family living in an urban brown-
stone. Curtis has tackled serious social issues includ-
ing smoking, drug abuse, crime and health issues.
Protagonists include 11-year-old Curtis and his
younger brother, Barry, along with their parents, Greg
and Diane Wilkins. Billingsley, who is Black, was
raised in Harlem.

Shoe creator Jeff MacNelly, winner of three Pulit-
zer Prizes, first penned this comic in 1977 to almost
instant acclaim. This quick-witted strip follows a cast
of anthropomorphic birds living in mythical Tree-
tops, East Virginia, where protagonists Shoe (P. Mar-
tin Shoemaker) and Perfesser Cosmo Fishhawk pub-
lish The Treetops Tattler newspaper. Longtime favor-
ites include Sen. Batson D. Belfry, who’s always run-
ning for president, and fortune teller Madame Zoo
Doo. MacNelly died of cancer in 2000, and Shoe is
continued by his widow, Susie MacNelly, and long-
time assistant Chris Cassatt. Gary Brookins leads
Shoe’s art direction.

The Lockhorns, by Bunny Hoest and John Reiner,
is a single-panel comic that originated in 1968. This
quick read follows the daily lives of gruff married
couple Leroy and Loretta Lockhorn. The Lockhorns’
constant bickering and sniping plays off many pres-
sures of modern marriage. Bill Hoest, the comic’s
original writer, died in 1988. His widow and longtime
assistant have kept it running for 35 years.

Christopher Foran in Milwaukee, David Osborn in
Naples, Florida, JaNae Williams in Oklahoma City,
Katie Landeck in Providence, Rhode Island, Paris
Barraza in Des Moines, and Eric Larsen in Fort Col-
lins, Colorado, contributed to this report.
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The Belmont Belmont Rotary Club will host a candi-
dates meet and greet on Thursday, Sept. 28, from 6:30
until 8:30 p.m. at TechWorks Gaston, 52A Ervin St.

All 12 candidates for Belmont mayor and City Coun-
cil have been invited, and all have confirmed their par-
ticipation. 

Time will be allowed for people to have one-on-one
conversations with candidates and for candidates to
make short presentations introducing themselves and
providing information on their motivation for seeking
office, their experience, their top objectives and other
comments.

With the recent resignation of long-time Belmont
Mayor Charlie Martin, four candidates are campaign-
ing for mayor. They are Rick Jordan, Martha Stowe,
Richard Turner and Amanda Wall.

Eight candidates are running for three seats on the
Belmont City Council. They are George (Buck) Altice,
Peg Argent, Barry Flynn, Jim Hefferan, Cynthia Hegler,
Charlie Hill, Cory Miller and Jason P. Rumfelt.

For more information, see the “Events Calendar” at
www.belmontrotaryclub.com.
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Belmont Rotary will soon hold a meet and greet with
candidates for mayor and City Council.
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