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Wednesday’s question: How many
prophets of Baal were there when
Elijah confronted them on Mount Car-

mel?
Tuesday’s answer: Ravens (1 Kings
17:6).

THE BIBLE SAYS HUGH BRITTAIN

Today is Wednesday, Aug. 23, the
235th day of 2023. There are 130 days
left in the year. On this date in:
1305: Scottish rebel leader Sir William
Wallace was executed by the English
for treason. 
1775: Britain’s King George III pro-
claimed the American colonies to be in
a state of “open and avowed rebellion.” 
1914: Japan declared war against Ger-
many in World War I.
1927: Amid worldwide protests, Italian-
born anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bar-
tolomeo Vanzetti were executed in
Boston for the murders of two men
during a 1920 robbery. (On the 50th
anniversary of their executions, then-
Massachusetts Gov. Michael Dukakis
issued a proclamation that Sacco and
Vanzetti had been unfairly tried and
convicted.) 
2000: A Gulf Air Airbus crashed into
the Persian Gulf near Bahrain, killing all
143 people aboard.
2003: Former priest John Geoghan

(GAY’-gun), the convicted child mo-
lester whose prosecution sparked the
sex abuse scandal that shook the Ro-
man Catholic Church nationwide, died
after another inmate attacked him in a
Massachusetts prison. 
2004: President George W. Bush criti-
cized a political commercial accusing
Democratic nominee John Kerry of
inflating his own Vietnam War record,
and said broadcast attacks by outside
groups had no place in the race for the
White House.
2008: Democratic presidential candi-
date Barack Obama introduced his
choice of running mate, Sen. Joe Biden
of Delaware, before a crowd outside
the Old State Capitol in Springfield,
Illinois.
2011: A magnitude-5.8 earthquake
centered near Mineral, Virginia, the
strongest on the East Coast since
1944, caused cracks in the Washington
Monument and damaged Washington
National Cathedral.

TODAY IN HISTORY

industry challenges and the macro-
economic environment over the last
few years, we closed this O’Charley’s
location as of Aug. 21. 

We sincerely appreciate our loyal
guests who have visited us at this loca-
tion while also being deeply grateful for
the outstanding work of our operating
team. 

We encourage our customers to visit
us at any of our other restaurants
across the Southeast, including several
in North Carolina.” 

According to O’Charley’s website,
North Carolina locations include Hick-
ory, Concord, Hendersonville and
Salisbury. 

The restaurant chain has closed sev-
eral locations outside of North Carolina
over the summer with many others
shuttered on Monday, according to var-
ious news reports. 

A sign on the front door of O’Charley's states that they are permanently closed
Monday. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

O’Charley’s
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Kris Reid, admittedly, is a bit of a lo-
cal-food fanatic, devoting most of her
time to fighting to preserve farmland
and educating people about the impor-
tance of eating locally grown food. 

When she blesses the food at her ta-
ble, she gives thanks for the farmers
who grew it. 

As founder and executive director of
the Piedmont Culinary Guild, Reid
spoke to the Belmont Rotary Club re-
cently about protecting food security
by supporting local growers. 

One way she does that is by encour-
aging local farmers markets. Reid has
worked for more than a year to help es-
tablish the Belmont Farmers Market
along with Rotarian Ryan Murphy, di-
rector of sustainability at Heirloom
Restaurant and Honeycomb Café in
Belmont. (The Belmont Farmers Mar-
ket is open every other Thursday, 3:30
until 7 p.m., in Stowe Park.)

On a positive note, farmer’s markets
in the United States grew by 200% dur-
ing the COVID pandemic, she said. But
North Carolina has the second worst
record in the nation, ahead only of Tex-
as, in farm land lost to development.

“We must create a mindset of value
around food,” Reid said. “And we each
must be the voice to help shift the
mindset.”

She urged Rotarians to ask ques-

tions when they shop for food.
“Ask stores where they source their

food,” she said. “What’s missing in gro-
cery stores is variety. Most stores are
chasing profitability and efficiency and
that results in a loss of food quality and
variety.”

Reid lamented that if we don’t pro-
tect the important resource of local
farms by patronizing them, outside in-
terests, both foreign and domestic, will
force them out.

Farm To Fork Picnic: Reid an-
nounced the annual “Farm To Fork Pic-
nic” coming on Oct. 1, 4-7 p.m., at Dan-
iel Stowe Botanical Garden. Chefs, and
farmers will be paired and present
about 30 tasting stations where partic-
ipants can enjoy a wide variety of local-
ly grown and prepared food. Tickets
and sponsor opportunities are avail-
able, she said. Details here: https://
piedmontculinaryguild.com/f2f/

For more information on the Pied-
mont Culinary Guild, go to piedmont-
culinaryguild.com.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church
in Belmont. 

Guests interested in learning more
about local businesses and issues and
how Rotary serves the community are
welcome. For more information, go to
belmontrotaryclub.com.

Piedmont Culinary Guild founder and executive director Kris Reid, left, spoke
recently to Belmont Rotarians about the importance of protecting farmland
and eating healthy, locally produced food. With her is the program host
Rotarian Ryan Murphy, director of sustainability at Heirloom Restaurant and
Honeycomb Café, and founder of the Belmont Farmers Market.
PROVIDED BY TED HALL

Meet these champions of
local-sourced food, farmers
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

assistance from North Carolina’s non-
profits.

“These grants will strengthen ca-
pacity and increase the impact of local
agencies that are on the forefront of
helping North Carolinians with essen-
tial services like meals and shelter,” ac-
cording to a press release.

UWGC usually gets funding from
Duke Energy’s Share the Light program
which allows Duke customers to help a
neighbor by contributing funds.

Stephens says UWGC receives these
funds annually and uses them to help
Gaston County residents experiencing
an energy crisis. She said she has only
been working with UWGC for a year,
but in her time as president, she has
seen several hundreds of Gaston Coun-
ty residents find assistance through
United Way. 

The organization supports roughly
47 households every month and has as-
sisted a total of 512 households since

September 2022 using Share the Light
and Duke Settlement funds.

Duke Energy President in North Car-
olina said in the press release, “Many
nonprofits have experienced unprece-
dented demand in the last few years.
These grants focus on building non-
profits’ capacities so they can meet the
increased need.”

According to Stephens, Gaston
County organizations are no exception.

“We are seeing ongoing increased
needs in the areas of utility assistance
as well as other areas, such as rental as-
sistance,” Stephens said. “We have a
number of non-profit leaders in Gaston
County doing critical work, being pas-
sionate, and leading people even be-
yond their crisis.”

Prior to joining United Way, Ste-
phens worked with Gaston County
Schools for years says she is very famil-
iar with the county at large.

According to Stephens, getting in-
volved with United Way of Gaston
County was an opportunity for her to
serve the community from a different
perspective.

Grant
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Georgia sheriff pleads guilty 
to groping TV judge

A Georgia sheriff pleaded guilty
Monday to groping TV Judge Glenda

Hatchett, who recalled
being so stunned that
she froze when the law-
man grabbed and
squeezed her breast at a
hotel bar last year during
a law enforcement con-
ference.

Bleckley County
Sheriff Kristopher Coody pleaded
guilty in Cobb County State Court to a
misdemeanor charge of sexual battery
and was sentenced to a year on proba-
tion, news outlets reported. He also re-
signed from the office he had held since
2017.

“He so violated me, and at that mo-
ment I felt so powerless,” Hatchett told

The Associated Press in a phone inter-
view Monday after the hearing. “I see
myself as a strong woman. I have never
been a victim, and I felt it was impor-
tant for there to be accountability.”

An Atlanta attorney, Hatchett
starred in the courtroom reality shows
“Judge Hatchett” and “The Verdict With
Judge Hatchett.” She also represented
the family of Philando Castile, a black
driver who was shot dead by a Minne-
sota police officer in a Twin Cities sub-
urb, in a highly publicized lawsuit.

Hatchett said she told Coody at a
2022 meeting of the Georgia Sheriff’s
Association in Atlanta that she wasn’t
sure where his home county was locat-
ed. The sheriff pointed a finger at her
chest, she said, and replied: “In the
heart of Georgia.” She said he then re-
peated those words as he grabbed her
left breast and began squeezing and
rubbing it.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Hatchett
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