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A 13-foot dragonfly sculpture is hov-
ering by a pond in the Lost Hollow sec-
tion at Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden,
the creation of multi-talented local art-
ist, musician and chiropractor Dr. Da-
vid Demperio of Belmont Chiropractic
Center.

Demperio, who is a member of the
Belmont Rotary Club, announced the
installation to fellow Rotarians at a re-
cent meeting.

The work, which he calls simply
“Dragonfly,” is on loan for as long as the
Botanical Garden wishes to display it,
he said. Dragonflies are not pollinators,
but they are great to have in a garden
because they prey on pests that are
threats to plants and also prey on mos-
quitoes.

While he comes from a large family
of artists and enjoys pottery, jewelry
making, silk dying, watercolors, song
writing, playing music with his band
and making sculptures for his own gar-

den, this is Demperio’s first major in-
stallation. He credits his wife, Lynette,
also an award-winning artist, for her
help on the dragonfly sculpture. 

“The dragonfly is constructed from
recycled metal parts,” he said. “The
wings are from an old-style satellite
dish, the head is an old air tank, the
torso is a motorcycle tank and the tail
is made from springs and gas cylin-
ders. The legs are fabricated from
forged rebar welded to tappets from a
motor. Some of it is welded and some
of it is bolted together.”

Demperio is working on several
more sculptures, including large-scale
insects, which he hopes also may find
their way to the Botanical Garden. 

Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden, at
6500 South New Hope Road, Belmont,
features 380 acres of gardens and
fountains plus a 13,500-square-foot
visitor pavilion and a five-story orchid
conservatory. For information on
schedules, events and memberships,
visit: www.dsbg.org.

What’s with the
dragonfly sculpture now
on display in Belmont?
Ted Hall / Special to The Gazette

Dr. David Demperio, left, stands beside his 13-foot “Dragonfly” sculpture in the
Lost Hollow section at Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden. With him are Garden
Exhibition Events Manager Lori Galster and Dylan Wrubel, a horticulturist at the
garden who helped with the installation. PROVIDED BY TED HALL.

Friday’s question: Solomon’s great
wisdom was demonstrated in the way
he handled a dispute between two
prostitutes who both lay claim to the
same what?

Thursday’s answer: Good and evil
(1 Kings 3:9).

THE BIBLE SAYS 
HUGH BRITTAIN

Today is Friday, Aug. 18, the 230th day
of 2023. There are 135 days left in the
year. On this date in:
1587: Virginia Dare became the first
child of English parents to be born in
present-day America, on what is now
Roanoke Island in North Carolina.
1894: Congress established the Bureau
of Immigration.
1914: President Woodrow Wilson issued
his Proclamation of Neutrality, aimed at
keeping the United States out of World
War I.
1920: The 19th Amendment to the Con-
stitution, guaranteeing American wom-
en’s right to vote, was ratified as Ten-
nessee became the 36th state to ap-
prove it.
1963: James Meredith became the first
Black student to graduate from the
University of Mississippi.
1969: The Woodstock Music and Art Fair
in Bethel, New York, wound to a close
after three nights with a mid-morning
set by Jimi Hendrix.
1983: Hurricane Alicia slammed into the
Texas coast, leaving 21 dead and caus-
ing more than a billion dollars’ worth of
damage.
1993: A judge in Sarasota, Florida, ruled
that Kimberly Mays, the 14-year-old girl
who had been switched at birth with
another baby, need never again see her
biological parents, Ernest and Regina
Twigg, in accordance with her stated
wishes. (However, Kimberly later moved
in with the Twiggs.)
2004: In Athens, Paul Hamm won the
men’s gymnastics all-around Olympic
gold medal by the closest margin ever in
the event; controversy followed after it
was discovered a scoring error cost
Yang Tae-young of South Korea the title.
2005: A judge in Wichita, Kansas, sen-
tenced BTK serial killer Dennis Rader to
10 consecutive life terms, the maximum
the law would allow.
2011: Vice President Joe Biden met with
Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping in
Beijing.
2014: Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon ordered
the National Guard to Ferguson, a sub-
urb of St. Louis convulsed by protests
over the fatal shooting of a Black 18-
year-old, Michael Brown. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

offered to help.
It was with the assistance of 101

Black Men of the Highland Community,
D.Y.E.P., and the Women’s Empower-
ment organization that Foxx was able to
bring the number of backpacks up to
1,200 and supplies surpassed 2,000. 

“It was a whirlwind of emotions. So
many people said, ‘you should start
small,’ but I was like, ‘God’s gonna pro-
vide,’” Foxx said. “If it wasn’t for all of
the support I received from everyone in
Gastonia, I don’t think it would’ve gone
without a hitch.”

According to Foxx, the event was
scheduled for 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Saturday,
and the team had already handed out all
of the backpacks by 12:30 p.m.

They are already working together to
plan another event for next year.

Foxx will travel to Atlanta, Georgia,
this October to compete in her next pag-
eant.

Visit
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Shanise Davis helps students with school supplies during the Backpack to
School Backpack Giveaway event held Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, at the Erwin
Center in Gastonia. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

we stand ready to provide support dur-
ing this difficult time.” 

Pope was following her daily routine
when she was killed, according to her
sister, Tammy Frisbee. 

“If you saw Amanda, she had a Sun
Drop in her hand, and she would do this
every morning, walk to the store and get
her a Sun Drop. And that’s what she was
doing that morning,” Frisbee said. 

Pope grew up at a home on West
Central Avenue, and she lived there un-
til her death. For her, Mount Holly was
home. 

“Amanda was born there, still living
there, and my mom and daddy had that
place for 50, I want to say like maybe 51

years. That’s all we knew was that
road,” her sister said. 

Frisbee last saw her sister on Sun-
day, the day before her death. 

“We talked about a few things, prob-
lems that she’s going through. The
landlord was telling them they got until
the 29th to get out. They were going to
sell the place,” Frisbee said. “And I own
a trailer in South Carolina, and I was
telling her, my son is staying in it right
now, but he’s moving, and they could
have that trailer. She was so happy. She
was crying, hugging me. That burden
was off of her.” 

Frisbee said that she and the rest of
Amanda’s family are still processing
her death. The sisters are 12 years apart
in age, and because of that age differ-
ence, Frisbee said she helped raise
Amanda. 

“Amanda was my baby sister. She

loved everybody. She kind of stayed to
herself, never had anything bad to say
about anybody,” Frisbee said. “She was
like a daughter to me. We were very
close. She loved my grandkids like they
were hers. She loved everybody, never
had nothing bad to say about anybody.” 

The sisters both loved the Dallas
Cowboys. They got matching tattoos of
the teams insignia. 

“She loved the Dallas Cowboys. That
was a big thing that we shared and
talked about,” Frisbee said. 

Pope also loved Frisbee’s grandchil-
dren as if they were her own. 

“She got two grandkids, and I’ve got
my grandkids, and she spent as much
time with mine and treated my grand-
kids like her own. They’re taking it very
hard too,” Frisbee said. “They’re very,
very close to her, always have been.”

Charged
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Patrick O’Leary, the investor behind
Cherryville Main Street LLC, who has
purchased 27 building parcels in and
around downtown. 

Putnam has been fighting the sale. In
July, he addressed the Cherryville City
Council in a heated exchange that end-
ed with him being escorted back to his
seat.

“You are closed minded. You are
closed business, and you are not trans-
parent,” Putnam told the City Council.

Putnam has filed an affidavit asking
that a court declare the Cherryville His-
torical Association the owners of the
property, as the museum has occupied
the space for years. 

Cherryville responded, asking a
judge to dismiss Putnam’s request, ar-
guing that the city has governmental
immunity from being sued, that no
facts support Putnam’s claims, that
Putnam failed to follow proper court

procedures by not properly serving the
city with the lawsuit, and that Putnam
has no standing to bring the lawsuit, as
the Historical Association cannot rep-
resent itself, and Putnam is not a law-
yer. The matter is scheduled for a court
hearing on Sept. 5.

Putnam said in an interview Monday
that he had not received the email from
the city, which was addressed to him. 

“I think we’re in this thing for a long
drawn-out battle,” he said, referencing
his court filing. 

Vacate
Continued from Page 1A


