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AI already making
its mark in Hollywood
LIFE, 1C

Darlene Lowrance doesn’t remember
collapsing at her desk at the Gaston
County Courthouse. It was May 23, a
typical Tuesday, and she’d just finished
talking to her husband, Cliff, a deputy
who works at the courthouse. 

“I just fell out in my chair,” said Dar-
lene, who is 59.

Cliff Lowrance had just walked out of
his wife’s office when he received the
call: a medical emergency in the area he
had just left.

“I had no earthly idea it would be my
wife,” he said in an interview. “When I
entered, she was laying on the floor. She
was barely breathing.” 

Emergency workers arrived, rolling
Darlene over and starting chest com-
pressions. One of the workers was
Cliff’s sister-in-law.

“Her words were, ‘Oh my, I just real-
ized who this is,’” he said.

Although Darlene spent five days in a
coma, she recovered in time to celebrate
her 28th wedding anniversary with
Cliff. On Tuesday evening, that para-
medic, Capt. Leannda Lowrance, and
two others, Christina Cruse and Andrew
Adams, were commended for saving
Darlene’s life. 

During the presentation of the
award, Cliff addressed the Board of
Commissioners.

“On May 23, when this occurred,
GEMS were on scene just in a matter of
minutes. God lined so many things up
that day. It was just unbelievable,” he
said. “When they came in, they knew
exactly what to do, and they went to
work doing it.”

He added that Cruse and Adams vis-
ited Darlene in the hospital after she 

Paramedics honored
for saving woman’s life

Darlene Lowrance smiles as she listens to her husband, Cliff Lowrance, talks about his love for her and her recovery from a
heart attack as they talk to reporters in their home on June 13. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE
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Vernon Richards has been named
the new warden at Gaston Correction-
al Center in Dallas. 

Richards most recently served as a
captain at Marion Correctional Insti-
tution in McDowell County. 

“Warden Richards has a wealth of
knowledge in prison operations
earned through almost 30 years of ex-
perience,” said Secretary of Adult Cor-
rection Todd Ishee. “He’s a leader who
has devoted his life to serving our
country in the Marine Corps and to the

citizens of North Caroli-
na in his role as a re-
spected correctional
professional. I am
proud to welcome him
to our team of wardens
who work so hard with
care and compassion to
protect the public.” 

In his new position, Richards is re-
sponsible for all operations at Gaston
Correctional, a minimum-security
prison for male offenders with a focus
on preparing offenders for their return
to communities on the completion of
their sentences. The facility has a
maximum capacity of 242.

The prison offers offenders pro-
grams such as character education, Al-
coholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anon-
ymous, Think Smart, Bible study, reli-
gious services and community leave.
Work opportunities include Depart-
ment of Transportation and commu-
nity work crews, municipality crews,
work release, and facility assignments
such as kitchen, maintenance and jan-
itorial.

Richards began his career at Foot-
hills Correctional Institution in 1993 as
a correctional officer. He progressed
through the ranks as sergeant in 1996,
training specialist in 2005, lieutenant
in 2012, and then in 2017 to captain at
Marion Correctional. 

He received his criminal justice in-
structor certification from the N.C.
Criminal Justice Standards Commis-
sion and served as a platoon com-
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Richards

Growth is coming to Lowell and city
leaders are planning now for the Lowell
of tomorrow.

Lowell City Manager Scott Attaway
briefed Belmont Rotarians recently on
residential and industrial projects that
already have expanded the city limits
and boosted the city’s tax base, and he
said more growth is anticipated.

“The annexation in 2021 of property
for the 407-home Spencer Ridge com-

munity added one square mile to the
size of the city,” he said.

Three more residential projects will
mean almost 230 more townhomes and
105 single-family homes.

Industrial growth also is coming in
the Northpoint Gateway 85 project,
where massive distribution centers are
being built, and some of those business-
es pay property taxes to the city of Low-
ell. Newell Brands occupies the largest
of the centers in the project at 1.5 million
square feet. 

Attaway said Lowell is preparing for

growth through a master planning proc-
ess for the Main Street and Highway 7
areas. A conceptual plan showing what
a future downtown Lowell might look
like has been created. 

Lowell’s preparations for the future
include planning for a new public works
building, upgrades to current recreation
facilities and additional greenways and
parks including a future 17-acre river
park with a kayak launch, fishing pier,
playground, skate park, volleyball
court, amphitheater and more. 

A Gaston County native and Ash-

brook High School graduate, Attaway
attended Gaston College. He has a bach-
elor’s degree from Appalachian State
University and is working toward a
master’s degree in public administra-
tion at UNC Charlotte. He has worked a
total of seven years for the city of Low-
ell, serving previously as planning di-
rector before being named city manager
in 2020. 

During his comments, Attaway rec-
ognized Belmont Rotarian Dr. Gary 

A look at residential, industrial growth in Lowell
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette
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Darlene Lowrance gives paramedic
Christina Cruse an award issued by
the Gaston County Board of
Commissioners for Cruse's role in
saving Lowrance's life.
ADAM GAUB/GASTON COUNTY
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came out of her coma.
“We stood around her bed. My son

was present, and then when they got
ready to leave, Adams said, ‘Do you
mind if we pray?’… So we all held
hands around her bed, and he led us in
one of the most beautiful prayers I’ve
ever heard,” Cliff said. “How do you
say thank you to these folks that saved

her life, who gave us this opportunity to
be here tonight? Just a few weeks ago we
celebrated our 28th wedding anniversa-
ry. We wouldn’t have celebrated it if it
weren’t for these three folks.”

Cliff and Darlene met decades ago
when they were both working in manu-
facturing. Although they married 28
years ago, the couple has been together
for 35 years.

“It’s just a miracle that everything
lined up… She’s all I’ve known. For 35
years, she’s all I’ve known,” Cliff said.

Lowrance 
Continued from Page 1A

Sunday’s question: Where was David when he saw Bathsheba bathing?
Saturday’s answer: False. David wanted to but God prohibited him (2 Samuel

7:1-17).

THE BIBLE SAYS HUGH BRITTAIN

Today is Sunday, Aug. 13, the 225th day of
2023. There are 140 days left in the year.
On this date in:

1521: Spanish conqueror Hernando Cor-
tez captured Tenochtitlan, present-day
Mexico City, from the Aztecs.

1792: French revolutionaries imprisoned
the royal family.

1846: The American flag was raised in Los
Angeles for the first time.

1889: William Gray of Hartford, Connecti-
cut, received a patent for a coin-operated
telephone.

1910: Florence Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing, died in London at age
90.

1932: Adolf Hitler rejected the post of
vice chancellor of Germany, saying he was
prepared to hold out “for all or nothing.”

1960: The first two-way telephone con-
versation by satellite took place.

1961: East Germany sealed off the border
between Berlin’s eastern and western
sectors before building a wall that would

divide the city for the next 28 years.

1995: Baseball Hall of Famer Mickey
Mantle died at a Dallas hospital of rap-
idly spreading liver cancer at age 63.

2003: Iraq began pumping crude oil
from its northern oil fields for the first
time since the start of the war. 

2004: TV chef Julia Child died in Mon-
tecito, California, two days short of her
92nd birthday.

2011: Seven people were killed when a
stage collapsed at the Indiana State Fair
during a powerful storm just before a
concert was to begin.

2013: Israel released 26 Palestinian
inmates, many convicted in grisly kill-
ings, on the eve of long-stalled peace
talks, angering families of those killed
by the prisoners.

2020: In an interview on Fox Business
Network, President Donald Trump ac-
knowledged that he was starving the
U.S. Postal Service of money in order to
make it harder to process an expected
surge of mail-in ballots.

TODAY IN HISTORY

McCord who made available to the city
property on Main Street his family has
owned for generations. After improving
the site by adding walkways, trees,
landscaping and a covered stage area, a
barbecue cookoff and live music drew a
large crowd and marked the grand
opening this spring of McCord Family
Park, where community gatherings of
all types will be possible.

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church in

Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and is-
sues and how Rotary serves the com-
munity are welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit www.belmontrotary-
club.com.

Lowell
Continued from Page 1A

Lowell City Manager Scott Attaway
(left) with Belmont Rotarian Gary
McCord, who hosted the program,
and who Attaway recognized for
making available for a park property
he owns on Main Street in Lowell.
PROVIDED BY TED HALL

mander leader for the Western Region’s
Prison Emergency Response Team. 

He has received an Associate of Sci-

ence degree in criminal justice from
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege, a Bachelor of Science degree in
social science/criminal Justice from
Gardner-Webb University, and a Mas-
ter of Public Administration from Ap-
palachian State University. 

Warden
Continued from Page 1A


