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Gastonia recently added a new an-
tique store to its roster, and the owner,
Mike Dotoli is no rookie when it comes
to spotting unique items. 

Dotoli has been in the antiquing
game for four years. So, when a building
opened up for rent near his home in York
Chester, he saw it as the natural next
step to finally open his own store front.

“I had a lot of people supporting me,”
Dotoli said.

Dotoli has spent his time in the busi-
ness working primarily on estate sales,
and building relationships with other
antique malls like the Sleepy Poet and
Catawba River Antique Malls.

The natural next step

Employee Darlene Troxler, left, shows a vase to customer Rhonda Kotraba July 7 at Mike D’s Antiques and Estates on
South Chester Street in Gastonia. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

New store is marriage of owner’s passion for antiques and interest in business
Chloe Collins
Gaston Gazette
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See STORE, Page 2A

Filing for local offices for the Nov. 7
election in Gaston County ended Fri-
day, July 21.

The following candidates have filed
for open positions:

Belmont mayor 

Rick Jordan 
Martha Stowe 
Richard Turner 
Amanda Wall

Belmont City Council member 

George “Buck” Altice 
Peg Argent 
Barry Flynn 
Jim Hefferan 
Cynthia Hegler 
Charlie Hill 
Cory Miller 
Jason P. Rumfelt 
Chad Simpson

Bessemer City mayor 

John Bridgeman 
David A. Davis 
Aaron Grosdidier 
Michael Meeks Sr. 
Becky Steelman Smith

Bessemer City Council Ward 1 

D.C. “Little Dan” Boling 
Michael Brooks 

Bessemer City Council Ward 3 

Allen Hook

Bessemer City Council Ward 4 

Brenda B. Boyd
Tanner Inman
Robert Johnson

Cherryville mayor

H.L. Beam

Cherryville City Council Ward 2 

Jon R. Abernethy

Cherryville City Council Ward 4 

Janice Hovis
Malcolm Parker

See CANDIDATES, Page 2A

NOV. 7 ELECTIONS

Candidates
file for
open
positions
Diane Turbyfill
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The Little Theater of Gastonia is big
on talent, enthusiasm and providing
theatrical entertainment for the resi-
dents of Gastonia and Gaston County. 

LTG Executive Director Lauren Park-

er, an award-winning actress, director
and drama teacher, spoke recently to
Belmont Rotarians about the history of
the Little Theater and about upcoming
productions. The program was hosted
by Rotarian Ashley Brayton of Bank
OZK in Cramerton, an actress who has
performed in several Little Theater pro-
ductions. 

The theater is located at 238 Clay St.,
Gastonia. The nonprofit Little Theater
of Gastonia organization began in the
1950s, and the theater building opened
in 1974. An all-volunteer board of 13
oversees the LTG. Jennifer Stepp is
board president. 

Heathers the Musical opens soon at LTG
Ted Hall 
Special to The Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

15 Gastonia, Shelby linebackers
to watch in high school football
SPORTS, 1B
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CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only.  Financing 
available from GreenSky LLC for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 3108. No money due at signing. �

704-850-0896
FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS  

PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL 2024

$1500
INSTANT REBATE

+

The exterior of Mike D’s Antiques and Estates is seen on South Chester Street
in Gastonia.

See HEATHERS, Page 3A
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  Eliminates clogged gutters, 

permanently.

  Tested to handle up to 

22” of rain per hour.

  Installs on and reinforces 

existing gutters.

  Best-in-class Triple Lifetime 

Material & Performance Warranty.

  Will not void your roof warranty.

  Professional installation 

in less than one day.

Family Owned 
& Operated 
for 41 Years
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OFF
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up to 18 months
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*Offer expires               . Valid on initial visit only and for Gutter Helmet gutter protection purchases only. Must be presented at time of estimate. 
Offer subject to change without notice. Cannot be combined with other offers. †Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional 
period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing is provided by federally 
insured, equal opportunity lender banks. From Forbes.com/home-improvement, 3/2/2022 © Forbes Marketplace Operations, Inc. 2022. NMLS 
#1416362. See website for state licenses and more details. Licensed, Bonded, Insured. © 2023 Lednor Corporation.
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Other officers are Michael Sisk, vice
president; Sarah Drummond, treasur-
er; and Bryan Rife, secretary. 

Parker said the Little Theater oper-
ates entirely on proceeds from ticket
sales, sponsorships and contributions.
Volunteer actors, musicians, produc-
tion crew members and others come in
all ages and backgrounds and from
throughout the community because of
their love for the theater, she said. 

“Art is a driving force in the commu-
nity,” she added, “and studying theater
helps in developing other skills such as
public speaking and being successful
in the business world.”

The LTG will conclude its current
five-show season on July 28-30 and
Aug. 4-6 with performances of Heath-
ers The Musical, a moving love story
and laugh-out-loud comedy recom-
mended for mature audiences. It’s
about a brainy, beautiful teenage misfit
who hustles her way into her high
school’s most powerful and ruthless
clique, the Heathers, led by the al-
mighty Heather Chandler. 

Five shows are planned for the up-
coming season, which starts this fall.
They include: Sweeney Todd: The De-
mon Barber of Fleet Street, Oct. 2023;
The Diary of Anne Frank, Jan. 2024;

The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe,
March 2024; The Odd Couple (female
version), May 2024; and Sister Act,
July 2024. 

Between the current season and into
the upcoming season, the Little Thea-
ter will conduct summer camps and
two 16-week semesters of drama class-
es, one for beginners age kindergarten
through 5th grade and another for in-
termediate and advanced performers
age 6th through 12th grade. 

Lauren Parker and Shane Elks will
be the instructors. Scholarships are of-
fered. 

For information on tickets for shows,
summer camps and drama classes or
on auditioning to join the cast for an
upcoming production, go to littlethea-
terofgastonia.org , or call 704-865-
0160.

From left, Autumn Bolton, Hannah Risser, Sid Willoughby and Alyssa White will
take the stage in Heathers the Musical. PROVIDED BY THE LITTLE THEATER OF GASTONIA.

Heathers
Continued from Page 1A

“Art is a driving force in the

community, and studying

theater helps in developing

other skills such as public

speaking and being

successful in the business

world.”
Lauren Parker
Little Theater of Gastonia director

WASHINGTON – Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis was in a multicar accident on
Tuesday as he traveled in a motorcade
to campaign events in Tennessee for
his 2024 presidential bid but was unin-
jured.

Traffic slowed down and caused four
cars in the motorcade to hit each other,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, police told
WTVC-TV. One staff member suffered a
minor injury, police said.

The Republican White House hope-
ful and his team “are uninjured,” cam-
paign press secretary Bryan Griffin told
The Associated Press.

Representatives for DeSantis’ cam-
paign did not answer questions about
who was driving the governor or reveal
details about the accident. DeSantis
was continuing on to his event, spokes-
man Andrew Romeo said. A spokesman
for the Florida governor’s office de-
ferred questions about the accident to
the campaign.

DeSantis was scheduled to hold
events throughout central and eastern
Tennessee, where he has been focusing
a lot of attention in his recent cam-
paigning. Earlier this month, he ad-
dressed more than 1,800 attendees at a
state GOP dinner in Nashville.

The Florida governor, who has
trailed front-runner Donald Trump in
the GOP presidential contest, was ex-
pected to be at a fundraiser at a private
home in Chattanooga on Tuesday.
Hosts for the fundraiser were to pay
$10,000 per couple for the event, while
co-hosts were paying $5,000 and other
attendees were paying $2,000 each,
according to the Chattanooga Times
Free Press.

DeSantis was expected to attend ad-
ditional fundraisers on Tuesday in
Knoxville and Franklin.

The Republican candidate has been
attending a string of fundraisers lately
as his campaign has faced some sur-
prising financial pressures. He was in
Utah over the weekend holding fund-
raisers and in New York last week for an
event in the Hamptons.

Just two months after entering the

race, DeSantis already has been cutting
staff while facing new questions about
his aggressive spending, his media
strategy and his apparent willingness
to brawl with any and all foes except for
Trump, the one person he must defeat
to claim the GOP’s 2024 presidential
nomination.

“The DeSantis campaign is recali-
brating. It’s clear it needs to,” said Re-
publican strategist Terry Sullivan, who
managed Marco Rubio’s 2016 presiden-
tial campaign. “But at the end of the
day, they’re still better positioned than
any other challenger to Donald Trump,
times 10.”

DeSantis’ team has quietly ex-
pressed confidence for months that
voters would eventually tire of Trump’s
escalating legal troubles and personal
baggage. But that same baggage, play-
ing out in the U.S. legal system just as
the GOP primary intensifies, is leaving
precious little oxygen for his rivals to
break through. And Trump’s standing
with Republican primary voters seems
to be growing stronger with every new
legal challenge.

Still, DeSantis’ team has raised a
stunning $150 million for his presiden-
tial ambitions so far. The vast majority,
$130 million, has gone to a super PAC
run by allies who cannot legally coor-
dinate with the campaign.

DeSantis in car accident
in Tenn. but ‘uninjured’
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who is
campaigning to be the Republican
nominee for president, was expected
to be at a fundraiser at a private home
in Chattanooga, Tenn., on Tuesday.
CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP FILE


