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WASHINGTON CROSSING, Pa. –
Crews in suburban Philadelphia on
Monday intensified the search for a
missing 9-month-old boy and his 2-
year-old sister, swept away after week-
end rains swelled the banks of a creek
while they were driving to a barbecue
with their family. 

Upper Makefield Township Fire
Chief Tim Brewer said Monday the ef-
fort would be a “massive undertaking”
and that 100 search crew members and
numerous drones would be looking for
the siblings along the creek that drains
into the Delaware River in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. The children
are members of a Charleston, South 

See FLOOD, Page 2A

Workers on Monday clear fallen tree
branches from a road in Belvidere,
New Jersey, following recent storms
and flooding. Drenching rain over the
weekend added to the woes in an
already saturated Northeast. 
EDUARDO MUNOZ ALVAREZ/AP

Search
underway
for children
lost in flood
Floodwaters blamed 
for death of NC woman

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A shortage of affordable housing,
sharp increases in home prices and
rental rates and the rising cost of living
are resulting in more homelessness and
hitting women with children especially
hard. This was the message delivered to
Belmont Rotarians recently by Kathy
Gauger, president and CEO of Cather-
ine’s House in Belmont. 

Catherine’s House is a nonprofit or-
ganization established in 1992 by the

Sisters of Mercy in Belmont. It’s named
for Catherine McAuley of Dublin, Ire-
land, who founded the Sisters of Mercy,
and is located on the former Sacred
Heart campus. 

The mission at Catherine’s House is
to provide women and their children,
who otherwise would be living on the 

See NONPROFIT, Page 2A

CATHERINE’S HOUSE

Nonprofit helps homeless women, children
Ted Hall 
Special to The Gazette

Kathy Gauger, president and CEO at
Catherine’s House, is pictured with
Belmont Rotary Club Past-President
Whitney Norton. PROVIDED BY TED HALL

“In January this year, a count identified 388 homeless

people in Gaston, Lincoln and Cleveland counties, and 37%

were unsheltered, living in encampments or on the streets.” 
Kathy Gauger, Catherine’s House president and CEO

Gastonia, Shelby area high school
football receivers to watch in 2023
SPORTS, 1B
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Kings Mountain will soon have a fun,
new way to cool off in the summer. 

The Kings Mountain Family YMCA
on Cleveland Avenue, which has been
serving the city since 2000, is in the
process of constructing a new splash
pad and slide.

Here’s what to know about the pro-
ject: 

h What will it look like? The small
25-year-old pool is being removed and
replaced with a huge splash pad and
slide. The Zero runout slide will be in
the splash pad area, and there will be no
changes to the large pool.

h Construction began in late May
and is being completed by Paddock
Pools of Rock Hill, South Carolina. It is

expected to be open by the end of Au-
gust. 

h The $525,000 project is funded
through grants and the city of Kings
Mountain.

h The splash pad will be available for
YMCA members, summer campers and
the community. There will be a $4
charge for the facilities for non-mem-
bers.

A coming attraction

Work continued July 13 on the new splash pad next to the pool at the Kings Mountain YMCA.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Kings Mountain YMCA constructing new splash pad, slide
Rebecca Sitzes
The Shelby Star

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Tuesday’s question: Who was taken up to heaven in a
chariot of fire at the end of his earthly life?
Monday’s answer: “A still small voice” (1 Kings 19:11-
13)

THE BIBLE SAYS HUGH BRITTAIN

Carolina, family that was visiting relatives and
friends when the family got caught in a flash flood
Saturday, Brewer said earlier. 

“As they tried to escape the fierce floodwaters, Dad
took his 4-year-old son while the mother and the
grandmother grabbed the two additional children,”
he said. The father and son were “miraculously” able
to get to safety. “However the grandmother, the
mother and the two children were swept away by the
floodwaters,” Brewer said. The mother was among
those later found dead.

The grandmother survived, Upper Makefield Po-
lice said in a social media post. Four other people died
in the flooding, but it was unclear who they were. Vic-
tims’ names have not been released.

Another news conference was planned for Mon-
day afternoon. 

An already saturated Northeast began drying out
Monday after drenching rain over the weekend re-
sulted in flash flooding in parts of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York and New Jer-
sey. New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy declared a state of
emergency Sunday and planned to tour the damage
early Monday in the northwest part of the state. 

A confirmed tornado touched down Sunday morn-
ing in North Brookfield, Massachusetts, but no inju-
ries or major property damage were reported. In New
Hampshire, where roads in several towns caved in,
heavy rain postponed Sunday’s NASCAR race at the
New Hampshire Motor Speedway by a day. 

Vermont reported no immediate safety threats fol-
lowing historic flooding nearly a week ago that
dumped up to two months’ worth of rain in two days.
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg planned
to visit the state later Monday.

More rain was in the forecast for Tuesday. 
Sunday’s strong storms led to hundreds of flight

cancellations at airports in the New York City area,
and hundreds were delayed.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said 5 inches of rain
fell within two hours in Suffolk County on Long Is-
land. The state saw $50 million in damages from
storms in the past week. 

In North Carolina, floodwaters were blamed for
the death of a 49-year-old woman whose car was
swept off a road in Alexander County late Saturday
night. A man who was in the car with her was res-
cued.

Flood
Continued from Page 1A

streets or in cars, a transitional home plus individ-
ualized counseling and educational programs on fi-
nances and improving credit scores to help them
break the cycle of homelessness. The usual stay at
Catherine’s House is four to six months, Kathy Gaug-
er said. 

Each woman entering Catherine’s House has an
emotional wellness check with a licensed clinical
health counselor who makes recommendations on
individual counseling, group sessions and referrals
to local providers when appropriate. She also is as-
signed a case manager who helps develop an individ-
ualized plan focused on securing employment, ob-
taining permanent housing, and improving her emo-
tional health and decision-making skills. 

In 2022, Catherine’s House served 54 women and
36 children from Gaston and Mecklenburg counties.
Since 1992, more than 2,350 women and children
have been served. 

“In January this year, a count identified 388 home-
less people in Gaston, Lincoln and Cleveland coun-
ties,” Gauger said, “and 37% were unsheltered, living
in encampments or on the streets.” 

After more than 20 years of experience working
with the homeless, Gauger came to Catherine’s
house two years ago. Her previous positions include
director of Family Promise in Charlotte and director
of shelter operations at Charlotte Family Housing.

She described as her “greatest joy” seeing women
who arrive at Catherine’s House broken, dejected
and hopeless begin to thrive, as they take advantage
of the programs provided, and leave with new skills
and renewed confidence and hope. 

She also described her joy at seeing frightened
children who cowered behind their mothers upon ar-
rival at Catherine’s House soon come bounding down
the hallway to greet and hug a staff member. 

“We bestow mercy upon our residents every single
day,” she concluded. 

Read stories of residents and volunteers, check
out and respond to the wish list of items needed,
learn more about Catherine’s House and how you can
contribute at www.catherineshouseinc.org, or call
704-825-9599.

Nonprofit
Continued from Page 1A

RALEIGH – North Carolina House Speaker Tim
Moore confirmed on Friday that his record fifth two-
year term presiding over the chamber will be his last,
saying legislative colleagues have known about his
decision going back a year.

Moore, a Cleveland County Republican, has served
in the House since 2003 and was first elected speaker
in 2015 while succeeding now-U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis at
the job.

He’s helped push a conservative fiscal and social
agenda through the General Assembly with Senate
leader Phil Berger and built GOP seat margins back to
veto-proof majorities.

Moore, 52, said in an interview that he told fellow
House Republican leaders in spring 2022 about his
plans not to run for speaker after the 2023-24 term
ends. And he said he told the current GOP member-
ship the same thing last fall when they assembled
their slate of candidates for chamber positions.

“All of my caucus members knew -- I made it clear
that this is my last term as speaker,” Moore said, add-
ing that he would serve out his term through the end
of 2024. A successful run for speaker by any Repub-
lican in 2025 would be all but contingent on the GOP
retaining a seat majority.

Leading up to the 2022 elections, Moore had
weighed running for a congressional seat in a poten-
tial open district west of Charlotte, but he declined.
Then-U.S. Rep. Madison Cawthorn initially an-
nounced he wanted to run in that region. The congres-
sional lines ultimately had to be redrawn last year and
Cawthorn ran and lost in another mountain-area dis-
trict.

The General Assembly will again redraw the state’s
14 U.S. House districts later this year in time for the
2024 elections, raising the potential for Moore to run
for Congress now.

When asked Friday about his future, Moore didn’t
completely reject running for his state House seat
again in 2024. Some previous speakers over the past
30 years have remained rank-and-file members of the
legislature.

Still, Moore said that he would be “looking at po-

tentially other offices or other options.”
With his election as speaker in January, the Kings

Mountain attorney made history by breaking a tie
with two former speakers who had served four two-
year terms: Democratic Rep. Liston Ramsey of Madi-
son County and Rep. Jim Black of Mecklenburg Coun-
ty.

Rep. Jason Saine, a Lincoln County Republican and
top budget writer, said Friday that Moore had men-
tioned not running for speaker in 2025 on “multiple
occasions” to the GOP caucus.

Moore last month was the subject of a lawsuit by a
man who alleged Moore broke up his marriage by hav-
ing an affair with his wife. Moore, who is divorced, de-
fended his actions and vehemently rejected allega-
tions in the lawsuit. Attorneys for Moore and the hus-
band announced last week the matter was resolved,
and the husband ended the lawsuit July 5, according
to a state courts website.

Saine, who has been mentioned as one of many on
a list of potential successors to Moore as speaker, said
Moore’s decision was made long ago and had no con-
nection to the legal matter.

“No one is pushing the speaker out,” Saine said in a
text message. “He’s been very open and honest that
he would not seek another term as our speaker.”

Moore won’t seek another
term leading chamber
Gary D. Robertson
ASSOCIATED PRE
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North Carolina House Speaker Tim Moore speaks in
front of the Supreme Court in Washington, Dec. 7,
2022. Moore has confirmed he will not pursue
another term as speaker. ANDREW HARNIK/AP

RALEIGH – Republican Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson’s
campaign has raised a substantial amount so far this
year in his bid for governor in 2024. But he’s behind
Democratic candidate and current Attorney General
Josh Stein in the early search for electoral dollars.

Campaign finance reports for the first six months
of the year are due July 28 to state elections officials.
Announced candidates this week provided previews
of their fundraising.

A Robinson campaign email said that it would re-
port raising $2.2 million during the first half of the
year and holding $3.2 million in cash on hand as of
June 30.

Stein’s campaign, which kicked off formally in Jan-
uary, said that it would report raising almost $6 mil-
lion for the same period holding more than $8.2 mil-
lion in cash.

Robinson, who held his kickoff rally for governor in
April, already signaled back in late 2021 that he would
run. Gubernatorial primaries happen in less than

eight months, and so far Stein faces no high-profile
party rival.

Robinson already has GOP primary competitors in
State Treasurer Dale Folwell and former U.S. Rep.
Mark Walker.

The “Walker 4 NC” campaign raised $550,000
through June 30, a spokesperson said. Walker created
the campaign committee in mid-May, when he an-
nounced his bid. At that candidate kickoff, Walker
said his committee would aim to raise $500,000 by
the end of June.

Folwell, who announced his gubernatorial bid in
March, didn’t immediately provide a 2023 first-half
fundraising number Friday but said he expected his
campaign would report having close to $1.2 million in
cash on hand.

Stein’s campaign said its haul in the first six
months was the most ever by any gubernatorial can-
didate in the state at this point in the election cycle.
And Robinson’s campaign said his total was the most
raised by any other Republican candidate for gover-
nor for a similar reporting period.

Robinson raises $2.2M for governor’s race
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sheeran brings out Eminem 
to perform 2 songs in Detroit

Growing up in England, Ed Sheeran was intrigued
by Detroit, galvanized in particular by one of the city’s
musical sons: Eminem.

That’s how Sheeran set the stage for fans Saturday
night at Ford Field as he and his band embarked on a
rendition of Eminem’s “Lose Yourself.” They had just
rehearsed the song that day, so “let’s see how it goes,”
he said, downplaying expectations.

A capacity crowd delighted by the unexpected
hometown homage soon erupted with a roar of hyste-
ria. A hooded figure was emerging from beneath the
stage, and the reality quickly became clear: Here was
Eminem, making his first Detroit concert appearance
in years, joining the festivities to perform his signa-
ture hit. 

The two weren’t done there − after all, you can’t be
onstage with Eminem in Detroit and do just one song,
Sheeran said. And so began “Stan,” Eminem’s 2000
hit, with Sheeran providing the Dido singing and Emi-
nem delivering his rapped verses as he paced the
stage.

The two superstar artists go back several years
now, having collaborated on songs such as “River”

(2017), “Remember the Name” (2019) and “Those Kin-
da Nights” (2020), all of them global hits. But Shee-
ran’s choice to spotlight a pair of Eminem classics on
the latest stop of his Mathematics tour was a gesture
of honor for the rapper he had long admired.

Allen countersuing two women 
who accused him of sexual assault

Country singer Jimmie Allen is countersuing two
women who have filed lawsuits against him for sexual
assault.

He filed documents against both accusers in Ten-
nessee on Thursday, according to Billboard and Peo-
ple.

Allen filed the suits in order to “protect my reputa-
tion and refute these claims that have caused severe
damage to my family, mental health and business,” he
told People in a statement.

Attorney Elizabeth Fegan, who is representing both
accusers and previously brought sex trafficking
claims against Harvey Weinstein, told USA TODAY in
a statement Friday that her team reviewed the filings
by Allen’s legal team and they were “what we’d expect
– claims that all his encounters with Jane Doe 1 and
Jane Doe 2 were consensual.”

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS


