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Gage Vernon has never missed a day
of school. 

Since preschool, Vernon avoided ill-
ness, and he said that playing sports,
football, baseball, and golf, kept him
motivated. He started school a year

ahead of his peers, allowing him to grad-
uate at the age of 17.

“That’s one of my main focuses was
sports because I’m trying to do that in
college,” he said. “So I wanted to do the
best I could. And so I just wanted to
practice every time I could.”

He also didn’t want to have to make
up for missed classwork. 

“I didn’t want to miss any schoolwork,”
he said. “It’s a lot of work to make up.”

Vernon was honored with an award
for perfect attendance when he graduat-

ed from Cherryville High School this
year. He said that by the time he
reached his senior year, he knew he
might have perfect attendance, and
never missing a day of school became a
goal. He said that became particularly
challenging during the pandemic, but
he managed to avoid catching CO-
VID-19. 

“It was a big challenge. But thank-
fully, I never got a fever or anything like

How a 17-year-old graduate
had perfect attendance

Cherryville High School graduate Gage Vernon had perfect attendance all through elementary, middle and high school.
KARA FOHNER/GASTON GAZETTE

‘It was a big challenge’

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VERNON, Page 2A

Gambling on sports and horse rac-
ing is newly legal in North Carolina,
but medical marijuana isn’t — yet — as
North Carolina’s lawmakers go into
their final weeks of passing laws be-
fore they shut down the legislature in
July.

Some of the other issues the General
Assembly looked at this year: Easier ac-
cess to guns, reduced access to abor-
tion, toughened penalties for damaging
electric utility stations, and more gov-
ernment healthcare.

Here is where these issues stand:

Medical marijuana — will it s
be legalized?

Republican state Sen. Bill Rabon’s
medical marijuana law, The North Car-
olina Compassionate Care Act, passed
the state Senate in March. But it has
stalled in the state House.

Most recently, the House Health
Committee gave the legislation a hear-
ing. Rabon described how he used mar-
ijuana illegally — and on the advice of
his doctor — to ease the symptoms of
his intense chemotherapy when he had
colon cancer more than 20 years ago.

“That’s the only reason I’m alive to-
day,” Rabon said.

The 120-member House has 72 Re-
publicans and 48 Democrats. Those
numbers pose a question: If a biparti-
san majority supports medical mari-
juana, but at least 36 of the 72 Repub-
licans oppose it, will the Republicans
who control the House allow it to get a
vote? Or will the leaders let those 36
lawmakers block the legislation?

See LAWMAKING, Page 2A

NC LAWMAKING

Sports
betting
passed 
Medical pot pending

Paul Woolverton
Fayetteville Observer

USA TODAY NETWORK

“Preserving the Past for the Sake of
the Future” is both the mission and mot-
to of the Belmont Historical Society,
which resides in Belmont’s second old-
est house, built in 1899, at 40 Catawba
St., just one block from Main Street
shops and restaurants.

The home is the birthplace of Bel-

mont textile industry icon Robert Lee
Stowe Jr., and it was donated by the
Stowe Foundation to the Belmont His-
torical Society soon after the organiza-
tion was founded in 2005.

Historical Society President Myra
Joye told Belmont Rotarians recently
about the work of the organization and
about the museum, which is known as
the Cultural Heritage and Learning Cen-

ter. Also on the site and available to tour
are the 1899 freestanding kitchen and
cook’s quarters and a restored and fur-
nished 1920/30s mill village house. BHS
Treasurer Elizabeth Atterberry also par-
ticipated in the presentation.

Mrs. Joye praised the vision of the
society’s founders: the late Yates Aber-
nathy, the late Robert (Bobby) Brown,
Jack Cannon, Allen Millican, Jack Page,

David Robinson and Max Robinson.
The museum, which consists of six

rooms and two long hallways, contains
furnishings, artifacts and pictures that
tell the story of Belmont from the time of
the Indians through the textile age. 

A reading library contains books
about Belmont’s history and genealogical

A look at the past, future of the Belmont Historical Society
Ted Hall / Special to The Gazette

See BELMONT, Page 2A

Where Duke basketball players
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that,” he said. 
Vernon will attend Gaston College

for his core classes. Afterward, he
plans to transfer to UNC Chapel Hill,
where he wants to study to become a
pediatric nurse practitioner.

“I love helping kids and stuff like
that, and I want to make them feel bet-
ter,” he said. “It just makes my day to
help people like that… They’re so fun to
hang around with, and it just makes my
day seeing them happy.”

Vernon said that he plans to return
to Cherryville after he graduates.

“I just love this place. I’m going to
miss it,” he said.

Vernon
Continued from Page 1A

New law: The sheriff can’t 
stop you from buying a gun

The legislature’s Republicans on
March 29 overrode the veto of Demo-
cratic Gov. Roy Cooper and canceled a
law that required people seeking to buy
a handgun to get permission from their
local sheriffs. The old permit law did not
apply to long guns.

Fayetteville-area gun dealers said
handgun sales rose after the permit law
was repealed.

Power station protection

In December, someone shot up two
Duke Energy power stations in Moore
County, causing so much damage that
most of the residents were in the dark
for days.

As a result, the legislature unani-
mously voted to increase the punish-
ment for those who do this in the fu-
ture. The bill is awaiting the governor’s
signature.

There were no security cameras at
the Moore County substations and no
one has been arrested.

Republican House Rep. Ben Moss of
Moore County filed a bill to require pub-
lic utilities to install 24-hour security
systems on their substations. His bill
did not advance.

Sports betting legalized; video
poker still pending

The governor signed a new law that
legalized betting on sports in North Car-
olina.

Legal betting is scheduled to begin in
January, and it will include professional
and college sports, horse racing and pa-
ri-mutuel betting. Betting will be al-
lowed via cell phones.

Revenue from the wagers is to be
taxed at 18%. It’s predicted to generate
tens of millions of dollars annually.

The money will be used to under-
write college sports (including sports at
Fayetteville State University and the
University of North Carolina at Pem-
broke), youth sports, amateur sports,
other events and general state govern-
ment expenses.

Another gambling bill considered in
the state House would legalize video-po-
ker style machines, which have prolifer-
ated across the state despite being illegal.

Taxes from the machines would be
sent to the state’s universities of Black
and American Indian heritage, includ-
ing Fayetteville State and UNC-Pem-
broke.

The tax revenues also would be used to
provide free tuition to community college
students, provided that they graduate.

The bill had a hearing in a House
committee meeting on May 23 and has
not advanced since.

New law: Most abortions barred
after 12 weeks

Since the early 1970s, abortion on
demand has been legal in North Caroli-
na through the 20th week of pregnancy.

The legislature’s GOP majority on
May 16 overrode the governor’s veto and
set the limit for most abortions to the
12th week. There are exceptions for rape
or incest (20 weeks), if the fetus has a
life-limiting anomaly (24 weeks), and
for medical emergencies that could kill
or severely injure the mother.

The abortion law takes effect July 1.

Medicaid expansion brings
government health insurance to
more people

North Carolina Republicans for near-
ly a decade opposed the Obamacare
program expanding the government’s
Medicaid health insurance. It would
have offered Medicaid to an estimated
600,000 North Carolinians.

This left that group of lower-income
people in a no-insurance loophole. By
federal law, they were too poor to qual-
ify for assistance in purchasing health
insurance through the Affordable Care
Act, but were not poor enough to qualify
for Medicaid. The Obamacare law ini-
tially intended for this group of people
to get Medicaid, but the U.S. Supreme
Court in 2012 struck down that provi-
sion of the Affordable Care Act.

In recent years, the GOP’s leaders in
the legislature changed their minds. They
passed a Medicaid expansion bill, and on
March 27, the governor signed it into law.

Senior North Carolina reporter Paul
Woolverton can be reached at 910-261-
4710 and pwoolverton@fayobser-
ver.com.

Lawmaking
Continued from Page 1A

Gov. Roy Cooper signs House Bill 347:
Sports Wagering/Horse Racing
Wagering into law on June 14at
Spectrum Center in Charlotte. With
this law, regulated betting on sports
and horse racing will begin in 2024.
MELISSA MELVIN-RODRIGUEZ, AP

information. And glass display cases are
used to present both permanent and ro-
tating exhibits. 

The Belmont Sports Hall of Fame, re-
counting the city’s storied sports histo-
ry, is permanently housed in the mu-
seum. Other recent exhibits include
Black History Month, an exhibit featur-
ing the history of the Belmont Police De-
partment and an exhibit on Native
American history. 

The Historical Society also hosts
events such as Living History Day in the
spring and a fall Silent Auction, and par-
ticipates in others including the June-
teenth Celebration, the Community
Foundation Run and the Festival of
Trees and Christmas parade.

Mrs. Joye announced two projects
now in planning. One will be an exhibit
featuring women who’ve made major
contributions in the Belmont area. And

she said work will begin soon on a Bel-
mont Historical Society video to be pro-
duced locally by Rutherford Media
Group.

The museum is free to attend and is
operated entirely by volunteers. Hours
are Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 until
4 p.m., except closed on 5th Saturday
and 5th Sunday. Group tours are wel-
come. Call to arrange a time, 704-825-
4848.

Membership in the Belmont Histori-
cal Society is $25 per year. For more in-
formation, visit the Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/Belmon-
tHistoricalSociety/ 

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information, vis-
it www.belmontrotaryclub.com. 

Belmont
Continued from Page 1A

The Stowe family homeplace is now home to Belmont Historical Society’s
Cultural Heritage and Learning Center at 40 Catawba St. PHOTO COURTESY OF J.

MICHAEL JONES, GETTY IMAGES.

A man was killed in a fatal shooting
in Dallas, and another has been arrest-
ed. 

The shooting was reported at 12:07
a.m. on Wednesday at a home on East-
way Drive. When police arrived, they

found 25-year-old Christopher Knox
Wery, who was wounded. He was taken
to CaroMont Regional Medical Center,
where he was pronounced dead. 

Nicholas Max Tallent, 24, who lived
at the home on Eastway Drive, was ar-
rested and charged with second-degree
murder. No bond was allowed.

No further information was re-
leased.

Man fatally shot in Dallas
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Two people were shot at a townhome
community in Gastonia, and police are
investigating.

The shooting was reported at Dwell

Townhomes on Quail Woods Road at
4:48 p.m. The two who were shot, both
14-year-old boys, were hospitalized
with life-threatening injuries, police
spokesman Rick Goodale said.

A little over an hour after the shoot-
ing, police had not yet arrested anyone.

No further information was released.

Two shot at townhome
community in Gastonia
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Thursday’s question: Why did Mo-

ses flee the land of Egypt? 
Wednesday’s answer: Pharaoh

(Genesis 45:17-18).

THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Thursday, June 22, the
173rd day of 2023. There are 192 days
left in the year. On this date in:

1815: Napoleon Bonaparte abdicat-
ed for a second time as Emperor of
the French.

1870: The United States Depart-
ment of Justice was created.

1937: Joe Louis began his reign as
world heavyweight boxing champion
by knocking out Jim Braddock in the
eighth round of their fight in Chicago. 

1940: During World War II, Adolf
Hitler gained a stunning victory as
France was forced to sign an armi-
stice eight days after German forces
overran Paris.

1941: Nazi Germany launched Op-
eration Barbarossa, a massive inva-
sion of the Soviet Union. 

1944: President Franklin D. Roose-
velt signed the Servicemen’s Read-
justment Act of 1944, more popularly
known as the “GI Bill of Rights.” 

1945: The World War II battle for
Okinawa ended with an Allied vic-
tory. 

1965: Movie producer David O.
Selznick (“Gone with the Wind”) died
in Los Angeles at age 63.

1970: President Richard Nixon
signed an extension of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 that lowered the
minimum voting age to 18. 

1977: John N. Mitchell became the
first former U.S. Attorney General to
go to prison as he began serving a
sentence for his role in the Watergate
cover-up. 

1981: Mark David Chapman plead-
ed guilty to killing rock star John
Lennon. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr was
deposed as president of Iran. 

1992: The U.S. Supreme Court, in
R.A.V. v. City of St. Paul, unanimously
ruled that “hate crime” laws that
banned cross burning and similar ex-
pressions of racial bias violated free-
speech rights. 

1999: In a major upset at Wimble-
don, top-ranked Martina Hingis lost
in the opening round to Jelena Dokic,
a 16-year-old qualifier ranked 129th.

2022: A powerful earthquake
struck a rugged, mountainous region
of eastern Afghanistan, flattening
stone and mud-brick homes and kill-
ing at least 1,000 people. 

Ten years ago: Islamic militants
disguised as policemen killed 10 for-
eign climbers and a Pakistani guide
in a brazen overnight raid at the base
camp of Nanga Parbat, saying it was
to avenge the death of their deputy
leader in a U.S. drone strike. A plane
carrying a wing walker crashed at an
air show near Dayton, Ohio, killing
both the pilot, Charlie Schwenker,
and the stunt performer, Jane Wick-
er.

Five years ago: White House press
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders
was asked to leave a Virginia restau-
rant; the co-owner said the move
came at the request of gay employees
who objected to Sanders’ defense of
President Donald Trump’s effort to
bar transgender people from the mil-
itary. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


