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The weather is heating up, and Gas-
ton County’s splash pads are ready to
cool residents down. If you’re looking
for some time in the water that is close
to home, here’s a list of splash pads in
Gaston County:

Lineberger Park

This splashpad is open daily from 11
a.m.-7 p.m. and is located at 632 E. Gar-
rison Blvd. in Gastonia.

Bessemer City Pool

Visitors will find this splash area and
pool open daily from 1-6 p.m. It is locat-

ed at 220 S. 14th St.

Dallas Park

The splash pad at Dallas Park is a
new addition that is open daily from 10
a.m.-7 p.m. It is located at 1303 Dallas
Cherryville Highway.

WATER DOWN
SUMMER’S HEAT

Five-year-old Carti Hoyle cools off with friends at the new Dallas Park Splash Pad on June 3.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Splash pads offer Gaston County residents cool relief
Chloe Collins
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPLASH, Page 2A

Gaston County has a healthy bud-
get for tourism marketing, and that’s a
good thing, because every dollar in-
vested in attracting tourists returns $7
in spending by those visitors. Plus, it’s
the tourists themselves, not local tax-
payers, who fund the county’s market-
ing programs through a 3% occupancy
tax collected at hotels and other over-
night lodging venues. 

Michael Applegate, director of Gas-
ton County Tourism Development, 

See TOURISM, Page 2A

GASTON COUNTY 
TOURISM DEPARTMENT

Gaston Director of Tourism
Development Michael Applegate,
left, is pictured with Rotarian Dick
Cromlish, who is a member of the
Gaston County Tourism Advisory
Board. PROVIDED BY TED HALL

Marketing
draws visitors,
boosts local
economy
Ted Hall
Special to Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Meet the 2023 Gazette and Star
all-area high school baseball team
SPORTS, 1B

ANY NEW
GARAGE 
DOOR

* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call for details. Must present 
this ad to redeem offer. Cannot be combined with any other offers or past 
purchases. Exp. 6/30/23

CALL TODAY 
FOR DETAILS!

*Trip Charge Not Included with this coupon.  
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

GARAGE DOOR 
TUNE UP 
SPECIAL

Expires                    6/30/23704-741-1097
SERVING GREATER GASTONIA AREA

A1 FROM DAY 1

BEST SERVICE  BEST PARTS  BEST WARRANTY

SCAN TO SCHEDULE SERVICE

*$200 OFF$200 OFF
$5999*

WASHINGTON – Donald Trump and
his allies are escalating efforts to under-
mine the criminal case against him and
drum up protests as the former presi-

dent braces for a history-
making federal court ap-
pearance this week on
dozens of felony charges
accusing him of illegally
hoarding classified infor-
mation.

Trump’s Tuesday af-
ternoon appearance in Miami will mark
his second time in as many months fac-
ing a judge on criminal charges. But un-

like a New York case some legal analysts
derided as relatively trivial, the Justice
Department’s first prosecution of a for-
mer president concerns conduct that
prosecutors say jeopardized national
security and that involves Espionage
Act charges carrying the threat of a sig-
nificant prison sentence in the event of
conviction.

Ahead of his arraignment, Trump
ratcheted up the rhetoric against the

Justice Department special counsel
who filed the case, calling Jack Smith
“deranged” and his team of prosecutors
“thugs” as he repeated without any evi-
dence his claims that he was the target
of a political persecution.

He called on his supporters to join a
planned protest at the Miami court-
house Tuesday, where he will be 

Trump escalates attack on case
Facing possible prison
term, he calls for protests

Eric Tucker and Jill Colvin
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See TRUMP, Page 2A

Trump
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Customer service
To view our most recent disclosures and important information
regarding your subscription, please visit
aboutyoursubscription.gastongazette.com. Contact The Gaston
Gazette for questions or to report issues at 877-383-7395.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting gastongazette.com. 

The print Newspaper in Education program has been discontinued.
Funds supporting this program are being redirected to the College
Readership Program. If you have any questions, please contact
877-383-7395.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
kellis@gastongazette.com to report a mistake or call 704-869-1823.
Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ............................................................................. 877-383-7395
Newsroom ............................................................................................ 704-669-3334
Advertising .......................................................................................... 910-343-2337
Obituaries ............................................................ gastongazette.com/obituaries
Classifieds ............................................................ classifieds.gastongazette.com

Postal information
The Gaston Gazette, is published 6 days per week excluding Saturday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving (observed),
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, 1893 Remount Road, Gastonia, NC, 28054. Periodicals
postage paid at Gastonia, NC and additional mailing offices. Postmaster:
Please send address changes to The Gazette, P.O. Box 1538, Gastonia,
NC 28053.

Congratulate 
A Graduate!

2023
Announcing the Graduation of

JANE WHITE
Jane White earned a 

bachelor of science degree 

in psychology from State 

University. Congratulations!

ONLY

$2000

Please visit
celebrations.gastongazette.com

to place your Graduation greeting or send it to
GastonGazetteClass@gannett.com
and we will help place your greeting. 

When submitting your email request, please include 
your address and phone number.

If you need assistance, please call 888-508-9353.

GI-35458647

Sunday, June 25, 2023
Hurry! Deadline is Monday, June 19, 2023

Tuesday’s question: What was the
name of Abram’s wife?

Monday’s answer: Terah (Genesis
11:27).

THE BIBLE SAYS HUGH BRITTAIN

shared that information and much
more when he spoke to the Belmont Ro-
tary Club. 

He leads a staff of six and work with
a volunteer advisory board to deter-
mine how to allocate available dollars.
Gaston County has had a tourism board
since 1999.

The three main focus areas of the
department, Applegate said, are desti-
nation marketing (driving visitation),
destination management (enhancing
the visitor experience) and community
viability. The department spends more
than $300,000 per year on tourism
marketing, focused within a 250-mile
radius, which he described as between
Atlanta and Washington, D.C., and
Knoxville and Charleston, South Caro-
lina.

Three Gaston municipalities (Gasto-
nia, Belmont and Mount Holly) also
have tourism boards and collect 3% ho-
tel occupancy taxes. The county and
municipal boards collaborate to align
goals and objectives. 

Applegate said a key to recent and
future success is linking Gaston Coun-
ty’s abundance of outdoor recreation
experiences to its thriving business
districts. And he singled out for special
attention three recent developments:

h Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation
relocating from Charlotte to McAden-
ville.

h Rocky Branch Park making Bel-
mont and Cramerton the first munici-
palities linked by a trail on the Carolina
Thread Trail.

h Explosive growth in Crowder’s
Mountain visitors, now approaching
900,000 per year. 

Applegate encouraged Rotarians to
keep informed about new develop-
ments by joining Gaston Tourism’s
monthly newsletter list at www.Go-
GastonNC.org.

About Rotary

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church
in Belmont. Guests interested in learn-
ing more about local businesses and is-
sues and how Rotary serves the com-
munity are welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit www.belmontrotaryclub-
.com.

Tourism
Continued from Page 1A

arraigned on the charges.
“We need strength in our country

now,” Trump said, speaking to his long-
time friend and adviser Roger Stone in
an interview on WABC Radio. “And they
have to go out, and they have to protest
peacefully. They have to go out.”

“Look, our country has to protest.
We have plenty of protest to protest.
We’ve lost everything,” he went on.

He also said there were no circum-
stances “whatsoever” under which he
would leave the 2024 race, where he
has been dominating the Republican
primary field in polls.

Other Trump supporters have rallied
to his defense with similar language,
including Kari Lake, the unsuccessful
Republican gubernatorial candidate in
Arizona who pointedly said over the
weekend that if prosecutors “want to
get to President Trump,” they’re “going
to have to go through me, and 75 mil-
lion Americans just like me. And most
of us are card-carrying members of the
NRA.”

Trump’s calls for protest echoed ex-
hortations he made ahead of a New
York court appearance last April, where
he faces charges arising from hush
money payments made during his 2016
presidential campaign, though he com-
plained that those who showed up to
protest then were “so far away that no-
body knew about ’em,” And just as in
that case, he plans to address sup-
porters in a Tuesday evening speech
hours after his court date.

Trump was expected to depart for
Miami on Monday and spend the rest of
the day in Florida, huddled with advis-
ers. After his court appearance, he will
return to New Jersey, where he has
scheduled a press event to publicly re-
spond to the charges.

Trump supporters were also plan-
ning to load buses to head to Miami
from other parts of Florida, raising con-
cerns for law enforcement officials who
are preparing for the potential of unrest
around the courthouse. Mayor Francis
Suarez was expected to announce addi-
tional details Monday about the prep-
arations, though there was little police
presence near the courthouse as late as
Sunday afternoon, and barricades
hadn’t yet been erected nearby. It was a
stark contrast to New York City, where
police planned for protests for weeks
even though no violence ultimately
happened.

The Justice Department unsealed
Friday an indictment charging Trump
with 37 felony counts, 31 relating to the
willful retention of national defense in-
formation. Other charges include con-
spiracy to commit obstruction and
false statements.

The indictment alleges Trump in-
tentionally retained hundreds of clas-
sified documents that he took with him
from the White House to his Florida es-
tate, Mar-a-Lago, after leaving the
White House in January 2021. The ma-
terial he stored, including in a bath-
room, ballroom, bedroom and shower,

included material on nuclear programs,
defense and weapons capabilities of
the U.S. and foreign governments and a
Pentagon “attack plan,” the indictment
says. The information, if exposed,
could have put at risk members of the
military, confidential human sources
and intelligence collection methods,
prosecutors said.

Beyond that, prosecutors say, he
sought to obstruct government efforts
to recover the documents, including by
directing personal aide Walt Nauta –
who was charged alongside Trump – to
move boxes to conceal them and also
suggesting to his own lawyer that he
hide or destroy documents sought by a
Justice Department subpoena.

Some fellow Republicans have
sought to press the case that Trump is
being treated unfairly, citing the Jus-
tice Department’s decision in 2016 not
to charge Democrat Hillary Clinton for
her handling of classified information
through a private email server she re-
lied on as secretary of state. But those
arguments overlook that FBI investiga-
tors did not find any evidence that Clin-
ton or her aides had willfully broken
laws regarding classified information
or had obstructed the investigation.

New Hampshire Republican Gov.
Chris Sununu, speaking Sunday on
CBS News, said there was a “huge dif-
ference” between the two investiga-
tions but that it “has to be explained to
the American people.”

The Justice Department earlier this
month informed former Vice President
Mike Pence that it would not bring
charges over the presence of classified
documents in his Indiana home. A sep-
arate Justice Department special coun-
sel investigation into the discovery of
classified records at a home and office
of President Joe Biden continues,
though, as in the Clinton case, no evi-
dence of obstruction or intentional
law-breaking has surfaced.

Trump’s own former attorney gener-
al, William Barr, offered a grim predic-
tion of Trump’s fate, saying on Fox
News that Trump had no right to hold
on to such sensitive records.

“If even half of it is true,” Barr said of
the allegations in the indictment, “then
he’s toast. I mean, it’s a pretty – it’s a
very detailed indictment, and it’s very,
very damning. And this idea of pre-
senting Trump as a victim here – a vic-
tim of a witch hunt is ridiculous.”

Trump
Continued from Page 1A

Federal Protective Service police cars
line the sidewalk outside the Wilkie D.
Ferguson Jr. U.S. Courthouse in Miami
Monday. Former President Donald
Trump is set to appear at the federal
court Tuesday on dozens of felony
charges. WILFREDO LEE/AP

Harper Park

The splash pad at Harper Park is
open from 10 a.m.-8 p.m., and is located
at 301 Blacksnake Road in Stanley. 

Patriots Park

This splash pad is open daily from 9
a.m.-9 p.m., and is located at 220 S.
Railroad Ave. in Kings Mountain.

Ranlo Park

This site is currently under con-
struction. 

Kids preppare to get soaked at the new Dallas Park Splash Pad on June 3. MIKE

HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Splash
Continued from Page 1A


